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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.
CITY OF DAYTON.
SAMUEL AUGUSTUS AMBROSE, plasterer, Dayton, was born near Pleasant
Unity, Westmoreland Co., Penn., Nov. 23, 1838. His ancestry on his father's side was
German and English, on his mother's English and German. Peter and Susanna Ambrose, his father and mother, were in humble circumstances, and having a large family
of ten children to provide for, the services of all the children, as they became of sufficient age to render any assistance toward the support of the family, were required. Samuel, the fifth child born to them, was accordingly called upon to assist in the support of
his younger brothers and sisters, while yet a mere boy, consequently his opportunities
for study and education, as far as school education is concerned, was very limited and
much neglected. Thus his early boyhood passed till 1854, when with his parents he
emigrated to Ohio, then the far West, and in December of the same year landed with
his father's family in the city of Dayton, Montgomery Co. The industrious habits formed
during his boyhood, before he came to Dayton, still prompted him to an active life, and,
looking around for something to do, he sought employment and was engaged as a clerk
for Messrs. Filton, Wilt & Filton, grain dealers and commission merchants, with whom
he remained about one year, when a good opportunity offered for him to learn a trade.
He left his employers and engaged to learn the plasterer's trade, at which he served his
full time and then worked as a journeyman plasterer until by the most rigid economy he
had saved enough to pay his way through a collegiate course of study, and for that purpose he entered the preparatory department of the Ohio Wesleyan University, at Delaware, Ohio. In school, as at his trade, he was never satisfied unless he stood among the
first in his class, and by his former habits of close application, industry, energy and
natural ability, succeeded in keeping his name on the roll of honor during his school
life at the university. He was one of the prominent members of the Zetagathean Literary Society of the above institution, and in the frequent discussions and debates in
the society always took an active part, and was always selected to champion the cause
of the weaker side, and generally proved a full matcli for his antagonist. Having entered the school with a fixed purpose he made rapid progress in his studies, when the
" war for the preservation of the Union" broke out and arrested him in his scholastic
pursuits. He enlisted as a volunteer and served sixteen months, when he received an
honorable discharge, and was mustered out of service at Todd Barracks. He returned
to Dayton again, and while home married Miss Cornelia Anne Woll youngest daughter
of Dr. W. W. Wolf, May 15, 1865. He then began work for himself as a contractor
and builder, and since that time has been one of the largest contractors in this city.
As monuments of his ability, he points with pride to Grace Methodist Episcopal Church,
the palatial residences of C. L. Hawes, Eugene Barney, T. T. Legier, and many others.
The breaking out of the rebellion made him an outspoken and fearless Republican, and
the same principles remain with him to this day. In 1872, he was elected member of
the City Council by the Republicans of ihe Fifth Ward, and proved himself a valuable
member of that body. Hardly a meeting passed that he did not get into an animated
discussion with his colleagues upon some measure before the Council, and as he had a peculiar way of presenting his facts like so many points sticking out on every side, his
position was generally invulnerable, and he very rarely lost a cause whose interest he es-
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poused while in his two years' term with the City Fathers. He was again elected a
member for 1881-82 and is now an honored member of that body. He wields a caustic
pen, and in writing for the press presents his thoughts in a very plain, forcible manner,
and is regarded a writer of much ability by those who know his nom de plume. He is
in the prime of life, and, as he comes from a long-lived race, has many years in store in
which he can succeed in carving his name high upon the roll of honor, i f he will use
the same energy and talent which characterized his early life.
CHARLES H. ANDERTON, merchant, Dayton, was born in Dayton, Montgomery
Co., Ohio, October 11,1842. He is the son of James and Francis (Wilby) Anderton, who
were married iu England aDd emigrated to America soon after. The father died in 1850,
but the mother still survives, having reached the age of four-score and one years. Charles,
our subject, attended the public schools of Dayton until twelve years of age and then
clerked for his brother in a fruit store until April, 18G2, when he opened a fruit stand
for himself, on the northeast corner of Third and Main streets, in Dayton, where he remained until August, 1862, and then enlisted in Company A, Ninety-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He was in the engagements at Stone River, Ohickamauga, Mission Ridge,
where he was wounded in the wrist, and in many other minor engagements and skirmishes. At Danbridge, East Tenn., he was wounded in the right breast, in January,
1864, but served until the close of the war, receiving his discharge in May, 1865. He
was married April 10, 1867, to Miss Lucy Henderson, daughter of Eben and Mary
Henderson, of Minooka, 111, by whom he has had three children, one girl aDd two boys,
only one of the latter surviving. Mr. Anderton is a member of Wayne Lodge, No. 10,
I . 0. 0. F.; Dayton Encampment, 1. 0. 0. F.; Knights of Pythias, Legion of Honor,
Grand Army of the Republic, Old Guards, and ex-member of the National Guards.
He is also Chairman of the Republican County Central Committee. He served five
years in and was the organizer of Company A, Fourth Ohio National Guards, which at
that time was a Zouave company. He was a member of the old volunteer fire company for seven or eight years, and of the paid company from 1865 to 1880. No higher
tribute can be paid to such a man than to thus show to the world his record.
JOHN C. BAIRD, of firm of Baird Bros., owners planing-mill, sash, door and
blind factory, Dayton, was born at Somerset, Penn., April 30, 1819. His parents were
Daniel and Annie M. (Kurtz) Baird, natives of the Keystone State. The former was a
carptnter and builder and cabinet maker. He was a soldier in the American army during
the war of 1812, and died September 15,1876, aged eighty-three years and four months.
He was a man of strong constitution, very vigorous, and up to the time of his death
(caused by old age) never suffered a week's sickness. His amiable helpmeet followed
him to the " shadowed land "December 16, 1879, aged eighty-one years and nine
months. They were the parents of eleven children, eight of whom yet survive. The
subject of this sketch was reared amid the rocky hills of Old Pennsylvania, and when sixteen years of age commenced to learn the trade of his father, continuing with him in
business for some years. When twenty-five years of age, he came to Dayton, where he
worked at his trade for quite a period. In the meantime, his brother, William F., had
visited the Valley City, and located there. The two brothers decided to embark in the
busy and tempestuous sea of life, and, as both were practical mechanics, decided to establish their present business. They did so, under the firm name of-Baird Bros.,
and have continued the business to the present time. Since coming to Dayton, Mr.
Baird was, for three years, engaged in the grocery business. He was married in an
early day, and buried a wife and child in October, 1843. His second marriage was
solemnized in 1847, the second party to the contract being Susan Olive, a native of
Zanesville, Ohio. They have four children living—Charles H., William F., Florence
and Arthur—the eldest son and daughter being married. Mr. Baird and wife are members of the First Lutheran Church, the former having officiated as Deacon for some years.
Mr. Baird joined the I . 0. 0. F., in August, 1845, and since that period has given much
of his time to the advancement of the order. He is a member of Wayne Lodge, No.
10, and Dayton Encampment, No. 2. During one State Encampment, at Portsmouth,
Ohio, he was appointed and served as Grand Junior Warden. In the home lodge he
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has devoted some time to committee work, and ably assisted in preparing a forty years'
history of the lodge for publication. In politics, Mr. Baird is a strong Republican.
He served as Councilman from the Fifth Ward for two years, and was one of the committee appointed to visit the Eastern cities to examine the different systems of fire
protection in use in each. He assisted in establishing the Holly system in Dayton, an
act of which he justly feels proud.
_
E L I A M E BARNEY, deceased, was born in Adams, Jefferson Co., N . Y.,
October 14, 1807. His parents were Benjamin Barney, a native of Guilford, Vt., and
Nancy Potter, of Connecticut. His father was a warm and active friend to education,
and one of the principal movers in founding Union Academy, at Bellville, Jefferson Co.,
N. Y., having contributed lor this object very liberally, bo'h time and money. For
more than fifty years, this academy has been a vigorous and prosperous institution of
learning. Both parents were earnest, active members of the Baptist Church, (rom early
life till death. Having received a common-school education and acquired some experience as a teacher in whiter schools, our subject was prepared for college at Lawville
Academy, Lewis Co., N. Y., and at Union Academy, Bellville, in the same State. He
then entered the sophomore class, at Union College, Schenectady, from which he graduated in 1831. After teaching for a brief period in a family boarding school at Sand
Lake, N. Y., he became Principal of Lawville Academy, where he remained two years,
meeting with great success. In the fall of 1833, he came to Ohio, and taught for six .
months" in Granville College (now Dennison University), filling the place of Prof.
Drury, who had been elected, hut had not yet arrived In the spring of 1834, he came
to Dayton and was Principal of the Dayt m Academy from 1834 to 1838._ _ The two
succeeding years, he taught a private school for both sexes. His health failing, he relinquished teaching, and during four years engaged in the lumber trade. In the meantime, the Cooper Female Academy had been established, and Mr. Barney was called to
the charge of it as Principal, in 1845, and so continued until 1851. This closed his
career as a teacher, and after that time he was engaged in widely different pursuits.
His teaching from first to last was attended with great success, and the occupation being one for which he seemed peculiarly fitted, in it he attained a high reputation. His
education and the range of his information were ample, and he possessed the rare faculty of communicating knowledge to his pupils. He seemed without difficulty to reach
the understauding and compel a ready apprehension of all he sought to teach. There
are but few of his former pupils who will not say that he was the best of all their teachers. His discipline was strict, but his kindness at the same time so manifest that he
secured alike their respect, affection and obedience. In the summer of 1850, in company with Mr. E. Thresher, he started the Dayton Car Works. Their capital was limited and the business was carried on upon a moderate scaje and prudently, but successfully. In 1854, Mr. C. Parker succeeded Mr. Thresher "in the firm, and from that time
till 1864 the business, which had greatly increased, was conducted under the firm name
of Barney, Parker & Co. Mr. Parker then sold out to Mr. Preserved Smith, the firm
becoming Barney, Smith & Co., and the business was thus continued until 1867, when
a joint stock company was formed under the name of " The Barney & Smith Manufacturing Company of Dayton," of which Mr. Barney was the President until his death.
This company furnishes all kinds of cars for the railroads of the North, East, South
and West. During marly its entire history, Mr. Barney was the head of the establishment, and to him is due the great success of the enterprise. He was a man of great
ability, bold but prudent, clear headed, far sighted, energetic, systematic, practical and
thoroughly familiar with the business in general aDd in detail. Some years before his
death, Mr. Barney, realizing the fact that our forests are rapidly disappearing and the
whole country becoming denuded of its timber trees, and that the constant demand
for timber would soon exhaust the present supply, and having his attention called
to the valuable properties of the "catalpa," a tree of quick growth and fiurnishing timber of the most enduring quality, began the collection of information
respecting the tree, and by correspondence, communications to the papers and
the publication of pamphlets, he awakened a very wide-spread interest in the
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subject.
He had at his offijs various spsciinans of the catalpi wood, ons of
which was from a post that stood iu the ground f j r seventy-five years ani which, with
the exception of a very slight decay on the outside, WAS as perfect and sounl as when
sunk in the earth. He had, also, numerous letters from foreign, countries as well as
all parts of the United States, making inquiries respecting the catalpa, commending him
in the most flattering terms for the interest he had taken in this important matter, aud
assuring him that his efforts in that connection could not fail to be crowned with the
most valuable results, and be appreciated by future generations. I f " he who causes
two blades of grass to grow where but one grew before " is a benefactor to his race, iu
an equally important sense is this true of a man who was instrumental in arousing the
attention of nurserymen and agriculturists in the liberal cultivation of this most valuable timber tree, calculated, as it is, to furnish excellent lumber for future use. Mr. Barney was never an aspirant for public office. He was, however, President of the Dayton
Hydraulic Company from its organization, and was Vice President of the Second National
Bank of Dayton, also a Director and the largest stockholder of the same. He was likewise for many years prominently connected with the First Baptist Church of Dayton,
and for some twenty years a member of the Board of Trustees of Dennison University,
at Granville, Ohio (the Baptist college of the State), to which institution he has given
$50,000, the same being to endow two memorial Professorships. He also contributed
very largely to various other enterprises connected with his denomination. On October 10, 1831, he married Julia, daughter of Dudley Smith, of Galway, Saratoga Co.,
N. Y , and six children, of whom five are living, were the issue of this marriage. Mr.
Barney departed this life on the 17th of December, 1880, and was buried in the beautiful Woodland cemetery, with ceremonies befitting his rank in life.
ERHARD BAUMAN, baker, Dayton; was born in Bavaria, Germany, July
31, 1831, and emigrated to America in 1848. In April, 1855, he married Mary Koch,
by whom he has had three sons and two daughters—Rose, Emma, Louis, Adolph L.
and Oscar. He was one of the first to strike his pick on the city gas works under old
Mr. Wheelock. He worked at baking for W. W. Wold three years, and then commenced the baking business for himself, in which he continued one year, and then,
with Mr. Wisemiller, started the brewery of Bauman & Wisemiller. He discontinued
this in 1850, and commenced his present business at 437 West Third street, where he
has since continued with marked success. His family are members of the Catholic
Church.
ADOLPH L. BAUMAN, baker, Dayton; was born in Dayton Nov. 29, 1855.
He is the son of Erhard Bauman, a baker of Dayton. He was reared and educated
in the Catholic schools of the city, and when thirteen years of age learned the baking
business with his father. In 1877, he established his present business ; has succeeded in
building up a trade second to only one in the city.' He was married, May 27, 1879, to
Caroline, a native of Dayton. They have no children. Mrs. Bauman is a member uf
Emanuel Catholic Church.
FRANK BAUMHECKEL, butcher, Dayton; was born in Bavaria January 7,
1827. His father, John, was born in 1794, and his mother Katie in 1801. They
were born under the French Government, and the father became a soldier under Napoleon. Frank, our subject, came to America in 1843, and landed in New Orleans, where
he was during the Mexican war. In May, 1847, he went to Cincinnati, Ohio, and, in
1851, to Dayton, where he has since lived and plied his trade of butchering. He married, Feb. 7, 1857, Miss Elizabeth Mack, daughter of Gottlieb, and Dora Mack, of
Dayton, by whom he has had the following nine children—Louisiana (since dead),
Louis M. (dead), Franklin Benjamin, William Tecumseh, Charles L. E., George
Alexander Lafayette, Katie Elizabeth Isabelle, Florence Augusta Eugene, Otto
Edward Gambetta. Mr. Baumheckel was a member of the City Council for 1869 and
1870, aud Meat Inspector from 1868 to 1881. He is a member of Schiller Lodge, No.
6, I . O. O. F.; Dayton Encampment, No. 2, I . O. 0. F. ; St. John's Lodge, No. 13,
Masonic; Unity Chapter, No. 16, Masonic; Reese Council, ,No. 9, Masonic; Ancient
Order of Druids, Dayton Marrie, No. 14, Harugari, Shawnee Tribe Red Men, Butchers'
Association, Dayton Turners' Society, and Miami Lodge, No. 6, A. O. U. W.
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DANIEL BECKEL was born Sept. 14, 1313, in Summerless, County Cornwall,
Lanncell Parish, Eng. He was the sou of Richard and Susan Beckel. While he was
yet quite a youth, his father died, and his mother afterward married James Giddings.
In 1829, when young Beckel was sixteen years of age, the family came to this country,
settling first in the city of Baltimore. Mr. Giddings, being a civil engineer, soon
became engaged in the construction of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, and, taking
Beckel as assistant, they so continued until 1835 or 1836, when they came to Tuscarawas County, Ohio. While living in that county, they were engaged upon the public
works, then in process of construction by the State. Afterward they became the contractors for, and constructed the great St. Mary's Reservoir, for the Miami Canal.
After the completion of that work, Mr. Beckel came to Dayton, where he continued to
reside until his death. He had already accumulated a handsome fortune for that day,
but, being full of energy and enterprise, he was not content to let it, or himself, remain
idle, but soon engaged in large and important undertakings, which proved profitable to
himself, and greatly beneficial to the city. He was the projector of what is called the
Upper Hydraulic Basin, organized a company, in which he was a principal. He was
the builder of the Commercial Mill upon the basin, now owned by S. Gebhart & Sons,
and in connection with William J. Lamme, operated it for several years. He also
built the Ohio Block, Beekel Opera House, the Beckel House (hotel), and other valuable structures. He was at all times engaged in various business, in the manufacture of
woolens and of flour, in the lumber trade, in the construction of railroads and turnpikes, and largely in banking. In connection with William Dickey and Joseph Clegg,
he established a private bank, which for many years enjoyed unlimited credit, and was
a favorite depository of money. Dickey and Clegg having withdrawn, a stringency in
the money market in 1854 caused a run upon the bank, and his means being largely
invested in real estate and inconvertible securities, Mr. Beckel was compelled" to suspend payment for a time; but by his skillful management and great energy, he was
enabled to pay all his liabilities, aud save to himself a large property. He was almost
the sole owner of the Miami Valley and Dayton Banks, and was Cashier of the latter,
and at one time President of the Dayton Insurance Company, of which he was one of
the original organizers. In 1851, Mr. Beckel was elected to the House of Representatives of the Ohio Legislature, in which he served through two sessions, with the same
ability that he had exhibited in all his business enterprises, and was an active, useful
and influential member of that body. On Sept. 2, 1845, Mr. Beckel was married to a
most devoted and excellent woman, who still survives, Susan Harshman. They had
twelve children, of whom six were living at the time of his death. His oldest son,
Daniel, was killed by accident not long after. The others are still living. On the 26th
day of February, 1862, Mr. Beckel died suddenly, from serous appoplexy, caused no
doubt by overwork and over-tasking of the brain for years. Mr. Beckel had none of
the advantages of early education or mental training, of study or extensive reading.
Yet he was a man of remarkable intellectual force. His whole attention was given to
practical business, and in that his intelligence, the clearness of his understanding, his
sagacity and the soundness of his judgment, were recognized by all who came in° contact with him. He was capable of great things, as well as small, and looked at every
scheme or undertaking in all its bearings ; having a thorough knowledge of all the
elements of business. His strong will, untiring energy and boldness of enterprise,
under the favorable circumstances that existed iu the vears succeeding his death, would
undoubtedly have added much to his fortune, and "made him, had he lived, a very
wealthy man. He was large minded enough to know that the interests of the city of
ms residence, and of the publie generally, were also his interests, and he was noted for
his public spirit, being always ready and anxious to promote any public improvement or
useful enterprise. I t is a common remark among those who know Mr. Beckel that his
death was a great loss and misfortune to the city of Dayton. Mr. Beckel's was a correct, sober, earnest life. He had not time for much social intercourse ; but was of a
genial and kind disposition, a good and generous friend, and an excellent husband and
lather.
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HENRY BEST (deceased) ; was born in Cincinnati Nov. 21, 1804. and died
in Dayton Jan. 26, 1873, in the 69th year of his age. His father, Thomas, and
his uncles, Samuel and Robert, were early pioneers of the " Queen City." His
parents, Tilomas and Margaret, moved during his infancy to Lebanon, Warren Co.,
Ohio, where Henry was reared and learned the jeweler's trade of his father. In 1828,
he located in Dayton, where for forty-five years he plied his trade with that industry so
characteristic of the early inhabitants of our land. He was of a quiet, unassuming
disposition and very retiring in manners. With no aspirations for office, he seemed to
shrink from publicity; but was a lover of nature and its solitude. He was a confirmed
devotee of piscatorial amusement, and lost no opportunity for indulging his taste in that
sport. He was always considered one of the most moral, upright, reliable and worthy
citizens of Dayton. In the latter years of his life, he retired from active business, leaving the conduct of his affairs to his son Edwin. In religious belief he was a Free
Thinker in the broadest sense of that term. In 1832, he married AnnS. Drill, daughter of Andrew Drill, of Dayton, formerly of Frederick City, Md. The fruits of this
union were seven children, of whom three sons and two daughters survive. The sons
are all jewelers by trade, and constitute the fourth generation of the family in the same
business. His son Newton resides in Union City, Ind. Edwin has a jewelry store on
Main street, near Second, being the old stand in which his father carried on for years
before him, and in the house in which he, Edwin, was born ; William has a jewelry
store on the corner of Main and Third streets. The daughters are Mrs. Emma Hilkey and Miss Carrie Best. Edwin was born in Dayton Sept. 10, 1839, and, after
receiving a public school education, entered his father's store, where, at 21 years of age,
he became a partner. On the death of his father, the old firm name was not changed,
but went on in the same style, Edwin taking full charge as he did when his father was
living, being the active partner. Since then he has made many changes for the better.
On the 19th of September, 1861, he married Mary Cecelia, daughter of Gilbert Collins, by whom he has had three children.
W I L L I A M H . BEST, jeweler ; was born in Dayton Sept. 15, 1845. He is the
son of Henry Best, deceased, whose biography appears in this work. He attended the
common schools until ho was 15 years old, when ho studied designing and engraving
under Etnil Schmidt, of Dayton, for two years. He then attended the Miami
Commercial College, of Dayton, for two years, after which he entered the store of his
father, where he remained until 1875, when he commenced business for himself on the
corner of Main and Third streets. On the 27th of May, 1869, he married Miss Eva
Williams, daughterof J. Insco Williams, who is famous throughout the United States
as an artist. The issue of this marriage was two daughters and one son. The father,
our subject, is neither a politician, member of church or office-seeker. He has a large
and successful business, to which he gives his whole and undivided attention, feeling
that he has no time to dabble in outside matters. The large and profitable patronage
he enjoys is sufficient proof of his desire and ability to please all to whom his goods
are shown.
JOHN BETTELON, saloon and restaurant, Dayton, was born January 13, 1829,
in the city of Dayton, where his father came directly from Germany. His grandparents both lived and died in Germany, which was also the birthplace of his father who
came to this country and married Miss Barbara Nauerth of Dayton, by whom he
had six children, three boys and three girls. He departed this life in 1852, and was
followed by his wife on Christmas Day, 1879. Our subject received a common-school
education and then served a full term of apprenticeship to a baker, followed by a full term
to a confectioner which occupied the time from 1811 to 1847, when he bea¡an to run
on the river as a pastry cook. In 1852 he quit the river and, with J. V. Nauerth, opened
a saloon and restaurant in the Cooper House, opposite the Market House on Main street,
where he continued until 1858, when he went into the wholesale liquor business. He
next, in 1871, engaged in the banking business in the People's and Savings Bank, where
he remained for five years, or until 1876, when he again went into the wholesale liquor
business, which he afterward changed into his present establishment. He now has a
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laro-e and convenient saloon and restaurant where a man can have all or any oí his
wants supplied, and is meeting with the success his enterprise and industry merit. In
1858 he married Miss Mary Ann Mouter, of Dayton, and has had born to him seven
children, four boys and three girls.
MAJ W I L L I A M DENtSON B I C K H A M , editor and proprietor of the Dayton
Journal was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, March 30, 1827. He prepared for college in
private and public schools, and was a student in Cincinnati, and Bethany (West 'Virginia) Colleges. After the death of his father, he entered the news room of the Cincinnati Gazette, and acquired a knowledge of type-setting during a two years' apprenticeship • subsequently, at the age of twenty, was city and commercial editor of the
Louisville (Ky.) Daily Courier, of which Walter N. Halderman, now in a similar
capacity on the Louisville Courier-Journal, was general manager. Having business in
New Orleans, in the settlement of his father's estate, he went there in the fall of 1848,
going down the Ohio, as a regular flat-boat hand for the munificent wages of $15 per
month. The trip to Cairo occupied twenty-nine days, during which the boat grounded
on almost every bar in the river. The following year, Mr. Biekham was engaged in
mercantile pursuits in Cincinnati, and early in 1850, he was seized with the gold fever
and went to California, via the Isthmus. Prom thence he proceeded on a sailing vessel
(the barque Anne, of Bristol, B. I.), from Panama to the coast of California, a voyage
of sixty-three days, where he was washed ashore, from the wrecked launch of the ship,
June 2, 1850. He spent over a year at hard labor in the Northern mines, on the
North Fork and Middle Fork of the American Bivers, at Grass Valley, and in the
vicinity of Nevada, besides prospecting a large area of country. He dug considerable
gold, but lost it in mining enterprises, trying to make more. In 1852, he represented
Kl Dorado County as a delegate in the first Whig State Convention in California, held in
San Francisco. Settling in the latter city, he obtained a place in the customs service,
and was actively engaged in politics, being one of the Executive Committee of the First
Young Men's Whig Club organized in California, then a Territory ; subsequently he
assisted in the organization of the Young Men's Mercantile Library Association, of San
Francisco, was its first Librarian, and prepared the first catalogue of the library ; meantime, and afterward was employed at various times as city editor of the San Francisco
Picayune, as editor and part proprietor of the San Francisco Evening Journal,
and again as city editor of the San Francisco Evening Times and the Morning Ledger at the same time. Returning home in April, 1854, after four years'
absence, without money, he accepted, for want of a more congenial pursuit, a position
as brakeman ou the morning express train from Cincinnati to Dayton, on the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railway. Within a few weeks he was promoted to baggage
master ; then accepted a position as traveling correspondent and agent of the Cincinnati Daily Columbian ; next, was engaged on the city staff of the Cincinnati Evening
Times, C. W. Starbuck & Co., proprietors ; a few months later, became traveling correspondent for that paper, and while correspondent in the Legislature early in 1856, accepted the position of city editor of the Cincinnati Commercial, remaining in that office
as city editor, and Washington, Columbus, and general correspondent until the beginning of the rebellion, when he was assigned to duty as war correspondent of the Commercial, with the army of West Virginia, being also appointed volunteer aid-de-camp on
the staff of Gen. Rosecrans, with the rank of Captain, in which capacity he discharged all
the duties of an officer of his rank. After the battle of Carnifex Ferry, Maj. Biekham
was transferred to other militaryfields,being war correspondent with the Army of the Potomac until after the seven days' battles on the Chickahominy and at Malvern Hill ; theu
in Kentucky until the Cumberland Gap expedition, under Gen. George H . Thomas,
afterward in Mississippi, with Gen. Rosecrans' command at Corinth, and finally, with
the Army of the Cumberland, ending with the occupation of Murfreesboro, after the
battle of Stone River, when Gen. Rosecrans conferred upon him the title of Major for
services in that battle as volunteer aid-de-camp. In May, 1863, immediately after the
destruction of the Journal office, Maj. Biekham was invited to take control of the
newspaper field in Dayton, Ohio, and immediately repaired to that city, making it his
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home, on and after the 11th of that month. During these laborious nineteeu years to
date, the Journal has grown into a strong and influential paper, financially and politically. Maj. Biekham, although fifty-five years of age, is as vigorous as ordinary men
ten years younger, and has a large capacity for hard work. He owes his vitality to a
powerful constitution, and superior physical powers carefully cultivated in athletic exercises in his youth and earlier manhood. His habit now is to spend ten or twelve hours
at work and walk six to eight miles daily for exercise. He has unshaken faith in the
Republican party, believing that the best interests of the nation are involved in its
prosperity. He is a blunt, plain man, yet kind and courteous to friend and stranger
alike ; and, although his determined and vigorous, partisan journalistic career has
created enemies among his political opponents, his friends stanch and true may be
counted by the hundreds.
GEORGE N. BIERCE, manufacturer, Dayton. This highly respected citizen
and business mai of'D.iyton is a me nb¿r of the firm of Stillwjll & Bierce Manufacturing
Co., manufacturers of steam heaters and turbine water wheels, and roller mills. He was
born at Nelson, Portage Co., Ohio, October 20, 1812. His father, H. N. Bierce, was
a native of Connecticut, and a pioneer farmer of that portion of the Buckeye State.
When the subject of this sketch was four years of age, his mother was called to her final
resting place, and four years later his father joined her " on the other side." Being left
an orphan when very young, Mr. Bierce went to Canton, Ohio, where a kind uncle and
aunt received him into their family fold, and where he was reared and educated. When
the war of the rebellion commenced, Mr. Bierce became an ardent advocate of the principles of liberty, and in 1862, enlisted in Company K, Ninety-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry, serving as a private for eighteen months. Disability necessitated his discharge,
but after recovery he again enlisted, this time as Adjutant of the 131st Regiment,
serving till the end of the fratricidal strife. After the close of the war, he came to
Dayton, and in 1866 associated himself in business with E. R. Stillwell, in the manufacture of the Stillwell Heater. In 1870, the firm commenced making the celebrated
" Eclipse " turbine water wheel, and in 1879 added the " Victor" turbine to their list,
the latter bearing the reputation of being the best one manufactured in the United
States. Mr. Bierce has charge of the introduction of the goods of the firm, and their
enormous and steadily increasing trade. He was married in September, 1865, to Marion
L. Barkdull, a native of Saratoga Springs, N. Y. Of the three children sent to them
two survive—Claude S. and Fred N. Elsie died, aged sixteen months. Mr. Bierce
and wife are members of the first Baptist Church. He is Republican in politics, and by
his integrity in business, and warm social qualities, has won the respect and esteem of
the better class of citizens of Dayton and Montgomery County.
EZRA BIMM, wholesale and retail grocerand ice dealer, Dayton. The ancestors of
this gentleman were all Germans. Three brothers—John, Adam and one whose nameis
now forgotten—coming from Hesse-Cassel, on the River Rhine, Germany (being the
inly children of their family), and settling iu Pennsylvania. Adam was the first of
tho brothers to cross the Atlantic, John following him when but nineteen years old, but
;ellow fever was so bad in Philadelphia, that the vessel was not allowed to land there,
but put its passengers ashore near that city. John began working for a Quaker family
with whom he remained one and one-half years, being taught English by his benefactors,
ind in after years he always spoke highly of his " Quaker mother " as he called the
'ady of the house. Learning the whereabouts of his brother Adam he left his Quaker
home for Philadelphia, where both his brothers were living, and from there went to
Woodbury, Gloucester Co., N. J., where he married Christina Dansenbaker, a native
if that county, born near Deerfield. Here he followed farming until the spring of 1818,
when he started with his family for Ohio, landing in Dayton on the 1st of June, after
a six weeks' trip. His brother Adam and himself, previous to his coming to Ohio, visited their brother who was working in a glass factory in Philadelphia, and Adam was
so much opposed to John going to Ohio, that he came one day's journey with him, trying to influence John to return, but without avail, as our subject's father kept on toward the setting sun. Five children were born in N. J., viz., Henry, Joseph, Jacob,
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Ann and Elizabeth, and five in Ohio, viz., John, Isaac, James, Mary and Ezra. John
Bimm, with his wife and family, first stopped at the LaFayette House, on 3d street,
where Mr. Huffman lived and kept store, and his first acquaintance was Col. George
Newcom, who proved to be a warm and devoted friend, and who gave him the use of
his cabin until he could provide one for himself and family. His first work in Ohio
was for Col. Grimes and D. C. Cooper, about which time Mr. Cooper offered him the
lot, upon which the jail now stands, for five days' work, but Mr. Bimm thought the lot
was too dear, as it was then a frog pond. From Col. Newcom's he moved to Huffman's
farm, thence to Cozard's, thence to near the Edgar farm on the Shaker pike, and from
there to the farm of H. G. Phillips, on which the cabin stood to the right of the large
brick now standing there. About this time he bought from Dr. John Steele thirty
acres of land on the hill, by Hawes' Mill, upon which he erected a two-storied frame
house, and here he died in 1847, his wife having died two years previous. The subject of this sketch was the-youngest in a family of ten children, and was born in Montgomery County, Ohio, May 3, 1829, his early youth being passed on the farm, which
was his father's vocation. When but twelve years old he began clerking in Herman's
grocery store, of Dayton, where he remained one year, when he returned to the farm,
on which he worked about a year; he then came to Dayton and began working at carpentering for Ware & Wareham, then for Mr. Smith, in what was at that time called
Frenchtown, after which he returned home, spent one winter at Harshman's, going to
school, and then entered his brother Joseph's store where he clerked for two or three
years. About this time he formed a desire of going to California, which he relinquished
when given an interest in his brother's store, which partnership existed for sixteen years
when they divided it, each taking as a partner a son of Joseph's both of whom soon
died, and then Ezra took the grocery and ice business and Joseph the pork business,
and a farm. Two years ago Mr. Bimm gave two of his sons an interest in the business, the firm being now É. Bimm & Sons, which is recognized as one of the leading
houses of Dayton. Our subject built the first artificial ice lake in the county, which is
located close to the Barney & Smith Car Works, and there erected buildings with a
capacity of 50,000 tons of ice, in which line he does an immense business. Mr. Bimm
was married October 19, 1852, to Miss Sarah Beardshear, daughter of Isaac and Sarah
(Booker) Beardshear, of Harrison Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio, to whom has been
born three sons, viz,, Levi, Joseph and Herman H., all living and young men of bright
promise. Politically Mr. Bimm is a Republican, has always taken a warm interest in the
success of his party, was a member of the City Council from 1859 to 1864 inclusive and
assisted in organizing the present fire department of Dayton. He has been a director of the
Fireman's Insurance Company of Dayton for sixteen years; isa director of the Wayne St.
R. R.; is a member o I . O. O. F. and he and family belong to the Lutheran Church. Mr.
Bimm is a man of courteous, affable manners, possessing a warm and generous nature. Keen,
shrewd and sagacious in business, his success has been marked by straightforward upright dealing with his fellowmen, and from a poor boy he has risen by his own efforts
to a foremost place in the commercial arena of his native county.
WESLEY BOREN, brick manufacturer and contractor, Dayton. He is
a son of Greenberry and Mary (Ruble) Boren, and was born in Tennessee, near Jonesboro', December 2,1816, where he lived until 1836, when heremoved to Dayton, Ohio, and
began the trade of brick mason with Daniel Richmond. In 1843; began business for
himself, manufacturing brick and contracting the erection of buildings aud is still engaged in said business. His parents were both natives of Maryland, and moved to
Tennessee iu an early day, where they lived until the death of the father in 1874. He
being ninety-two years old, when Wesley brought his mother to Dayton, where she
died in 1880 in her ninety-first year. Wesley served two terms as Councilman in the city of
Dayton from 1845 to 1849. He is a Master Mason of Dayton Lodge, No. 147, F. A. A.
M Also a member of Montgomery Lodge, No. 5, I . O. O. F. He was married, Nov.
2, 1842, to Lydia Coblentz, daughter of Peter and Barbary (Ruble) Coblentz. Of their
eight children but four are now living, viz., Amanda A., Mary O, Alice J. and John W.
Mrs. BoreD was born in Frederick county, Md., November 6, 1814. She came to
f
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Montgomery County, Ohio, with her father in 1832. He died in 1851, her mother
having died when Lydia was but nine years old. Mr. and Mrs. Boren have been members of the Raper M . B. Church of Dayton over fifty years. Mr. B. was the contractor
and builder of said church. He was a class leader twenty-five years, and has been trustee
fifteen years. By his honesty and industrv, he has accumulated quite a snug fortune
and has been much respected by all who knew him.
. D A V I D K. BOYER, Justice of the Peace, Dayton, son of David and Elizabeth Baker Boyer, was born in Raphoe Township, Lancaster Co., Penn. December
19,1811. His paternal grandfather was born near Metz, Germany; his maternal
grandfather was born in Hesse-Cassel. His father was born in a section of country
called Mulbach, in Lancaster County Penn., in 1770, and died in tho same county August
8, 1822. His mother was born in Lancaster City, Lancaster Co., Penn., 1775, and died in
Darke County, Ohio, in April, 1852. Our subject came to this county April 27, 1840.
He had had a very limited German and English education in his youth, and was consequently obliged to rely on his wits for a means of obtaining a livelihood. He first
kept a tavern at the seven mile store on the Covington pike, after which he taught
school in Butler Township, and, on the 28th of April, 1841, he moved to Dayton, where
he entered the store of Henry Harman in the capacity of clerk. He next engaged in
peddling goods from a budget under his arm. On the 28th of June, 1843, he moved to
Union, Montgomery County, and opened a store, in which he continued until elected
Sheriff of the county in 1856. He moved into the old jail November 3, 1856. His
election being contested, he was ousted from office by political influence on the 15th of
June, 1857. As an indication of the people's opinion of this unjust and unwarranted
action, he was nominated and elected Clerk of the Court at the first election following
(October 1857). To this office he was re-elected in 1860, and after serving out his full
term he entered the wholesale notion business, but with poor success. He then engaged
in life and fire insurance, and continued in this until 1876, when he was elected to the
office of Justice of the Peace, in which capacity he still continues. He was married on
April 2, 1835, to Hannah Eby, of Manheim, Lancaster Co., Penn., by whom he had six
children, three boys and three girls; of these, two boys and one girl now survive. Mrs.
Boyer died on the 21st of August, 1880. Mr. Boyer is a member of the Scottish and
York Rites of Masons, and an Odd Fellow. He has been Grand Elector of the first
Masonic District for the last six years. He left Pennsylvania with a one-horse wagon, $94
of money, and a family of two children. All that he has now, he has made by personal effort, and has no one to thank for his success but himself.
JOSIAH E. BOYER, iron and stove foundry, Dayton. This gentleman was
born in Manheim, Lancaster Co., Penn. January 1 2, 1836. He is a son of D. K . Boyer, ot
whom mention is made elsewhere in this work, and Hannah (Eby ) Boyer. He came
to Ohio with his father in 1840, and with him located in Union, Montgomery County in
1843. His education was obtained before his twelfth year of age, at which time he began clerking in the store his father then kept. When approaching his majority, he
came to Dayton, and for six months acted as Deputy Sheriff Shortly after this his father
was elected Clerk of the Court and he entered upon the duties of that office for his father.
He is said to have been the first man, not of the legal profession to successfully conduct the business of that office. This is rather remarkable when we remember that he
took control of the office as a green country boy, knowing nothing of the legal formalities with which the duties of that office abound. But nevertheless he carried on
the affairs of the office until 1864 with great credit to himself and father. In 1864, he
commenced the business of stove manufacturing, and started an extensive iron foundry
with John MacMaster under the firm name of Boyer & MacMaster as it now exists.
He was married August 24, 1865, to Miss M. Lizzie Kneisley, daughter of Samuel and
Sarah (Koogler) Kneisley, who came to this county from Pennsylvania. By this marriage
one child wasborn, November 30,1869, and named David Kneisley Eby Boyer. April 22,
1877, Mr. Boyer was robbed of the comfort and companionship of his wife by death, and he
has since remained single. He has never taken a very active part in politics, although
twice elected Water-Works Commissioner, and for some years was President of that
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board, being its President during the centennial year. He was the originator of and
prime mover in the Mutual and Home Savings Association organized in 1873, of which
he was the first Secretary and its President since 1875. He is Past Grand of Wayne
Lod"e, No. 10,1. 0. 0. P., and also President of the Dayton Life Insurance Association.
In conclusion, heisa gentleman possessed of clear-headed business qualifications, which,
aided by an active brain and a persistence of purpose characteristic of all successful financiers, has obtained for this firm and their goods a reputation as the leading stove house
in the Miami Valley.
CHRISTIAN F. BREMER, retired, was born June 22, 1823, in Wulkow, close
to Sandaw, Prussia, Germany, and is the son of Gottlieb and Mina (Dietrick) Bremer,
who lived and died in the Fatherland. The parents removed to Bredow, close to Nauen,
when Christian F. was but five years old, and there he received his education and grew
to manhood, learning the tailor's trade in the city of Berlin. In the spring of 1852,
he was married, close to Frankfort-on-the-Blain. to Sophia Voght, a native of HesseCassel, and in June of the same year came to America, where he felt that freedom and
prosperity went hand in hand, landing in New York with but 17 cents as the
sole fortune of himself and wife (and this small sum was given by the Captain of the
ship to their boy, while on the passage from Germany, lie began working at his
trade in that city, and soon afterward went to Baltimore, Md., where he worked four
years on the bench. In 1850, he càme West, remaining a short time in Darke County,
Ohio ; thence removed to Dayton, where he continued tailoring as a journeyman for
about eight years, when he entered into a partnership with Edward McCann in a merchant tailoring establishment, which was soon dissolved, when his brother Charles took
McCann's place, and they carried on a successful business for about three years, then sold
out, and our subject purchased 152} acres of timber land in Darke County, Ohio, and
went into the wood, tie and timber business, running a large gang of men, and working
early and late in clearing up the land. Here he spent nine years, then sold his farm
and returned to Dayton, remaining retired from active business about two years, when
he went into the grocery business on the corner of First and Sears streets, which he
ran about ten months, when he sold out and again retired. In May, 1881, he went on
a trip to Germany for the purpose of visiting his friends and the scenes of his childhood days, returning to Dayton in September, 1881. Mr. Bremer began life in the
New World a very poor man, but by constant toil and earnest effort, coupled with
steady, saving habits, he has secured a comfortable competence, and with his wife can
now enjoy peace, plenty and happiness, the legitimate heirloom of industrious, wellspent lives.
ANTHONY C. BROWN, hatter, Dayton, was born in Sussex County, N .
J., September 15, 1816. He came to Ohio in 1817 with his parents and settled in
Greene County, and, in 1825, they moved to Darke County. Anthony came to Dayton
in 1851. His brother, Henry M., established the hat store in 1837, and was succeeded
by Anthony in 1861. He is located on North Main street, where he keeps a full line
of hats of the very best quality and of the latest styles.
O. B. BROWN, attorney, Dayton, was born in Jeddo, Orleans Co., N. Y., June
22, 1853. His parents were Col. Edwin F. Brown, a native of New York, born April
23, 1823, and Elizabeth (Britt) Brown, a native of the same place, who was born May
24, 1824, and died June 21, 1878. They were married September 25, 1844, and had
four children, all sons—Charles Lee, Will J., Oren B. and Edwin F., all surviving but
Will J., who was lost in the West in 1874, and is supposed to be dead. Col. Brown, the
father, is a farmer, merchant and soldier. He was Colonel of the,28th N . Y. V. I . ,
having enlisted during the first year of the war and serving two years, that being the full
time for which he enlisted. He lost his left arm at the battle of Cedar Mountain August
9, 1862. After the war, he was elected Clerk of the Courts for Orleans County.
In 1868, he was appointed Governor of the National Soldiers' Home at Dayton, in
which capacity he served until promoted to the office of Inspector General of National
Homes for disabled volunteer soldiers in September, 1880. Our subject came to Dayton April 14, 1869, and attended a private school at the old military institute, and
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afterward at the city high school. He also attended Dennison University at Granville
Ohio, until January 1, 1874, when he left the Sophomore class of that college and entered
the same class in Princeton College, Princeton, N. J. Prom this latter he graduated
June, 1876, and at once commenced reading law with Gunckle & Rowe, of Dayton.
He was admitted to the bar September 1, 1878, and has since been in the practice of his
profession. He was nominated for Clerk of the Court in September, 1881, and elected
by 111 majority, being the only Republican county officer elected at that election
He will take his seat on the 9th of March, 1882, and we can safely predict that his
constituents will never regret putting him into this responsible position, as he is in
every way well qualified to fill it with credit to himself and party. Mr. Brown is a
member of the Masonic fraternity, including Knights Templar, of the Knights of
Pythias and Royal Arcanum.
E L I J A H H. BBOWNELL, manufacturer, Dayton, of the firm of E. H . Brownell & Co., boiler makers, was born in Fulton County, N. Y., June 20, 1828. His parents
were Frederick and Ann (Dolley) Brownell, natives of New York, who located at Lower
Sandusky in 1842. The former was a tanner and currier by trade, and the son early
assisted his parent in the business. His early literary education was obtained in nightschools only. In 1844, the family removed to Green Springs, where Mr. Brownell^became acquainted with Gen. Jamés B. McPherson, who was then a clerk in a little
country store owned by Robert Smith. Mr. Brownell learned buckskin tanning, and,
after assisting his father for some time, engaged in the milling trade with Matthias Stem|
now in the U. S. Treasurer's office, at Cincinnati, Ohio. In 1848, Mr. B. commenced
running an engine in about the first steam saw-mill put in operation near Clyde, in
Northern Ohio. In 1849, he went to Sandusky, anticipating going on the lakes, as engineer. While sojourning in that city, he made the acquaintance" of N. H. Moore,
who gave him a job of work in a boiler shop, at 75 cents per day. He remained with
hindoue year and then went to Cleveland, soon after returning to Mr. Moore with whom
he finished his trade. During these few years of labor, by strict economy and persevearance. he had been able to save a small sum of money, sufficient to invest in business for himself. He sought a point to locate, and, after visiting Toledo, came to Dayton. He was a perfect stranger to all but one or two, in the Valley City, but the kindness of its inhabitants and the inducements held out, caused him to locate there, and
to establish a business which now excels any of its kind in Montgomery County, and
of which none are more proud than those who gave the stranger timely aid and assistance when he most needed it. Mr. Brownell was so pleased with the kindness shown
him, that he will always remember with grateful heart the pioneers of early Dayton.
He leased a little building on Foundry street, near the railroad track, where he first
commenced business. As trade increased, his buildings had to be enlarged in proportion, and at present they occupy a large space of ground, in which is transacted an immense amount of business, a sketch of which will be found in another chapter. Mr.
Brownell has worked all his life, and given his entire time and attention to his business,
the success of which proves this statement. Mr. Brownell also built and started the
machine shop and foundry now owned and operated by John R. Brownell and Martin
Schneible. Mr. Brownell was married, Nov. 10, 1859, to Sarah A. Warman, a native
of New Jersey, who came to Montgomery County in 1854. Of their eleven children,
ten are living—Phebe, Minnie, Jennie, Frederick, Addeson, Lincoln, Clara, Elijah J.,
Sarah, Nellie and Dollie. An infant is deceased. Mr. B. united with the Baptist
Church, during the pastorate of the Rev. Mr. Dickinson, and officiated as Trustee in
the Union Avenue Church for some years. His father was a Whig in politics, and the
son followed in his footsteps until the birth of the Eepublican party.' He then enlisted
under its banner, and during the dark "night of gloom" was an earnest advocate on
the Union side, and a warm supporter of the doctrines and principles of the martyred
Lincoln. Elijah H . Brownell is a man among many. Commencing life as a poor boy,
he has risen, step by step, to a position where, by spotless integrity, true benevolence,
and genial good nature, he has won the respect of all, and gained a host of warm personal friends. Mr. Brownell's father was a soldier in the war of 1812, and was sta-
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tioned at Sackett's Harbor, under Gen. Brown; and six of his mother's uncles fought
for liberty during the Bevolutionary war.
STEPHEN THOMAS BBYCE, manufacturer of furnaces, Dayton, was born
on the 29th day of September, 1840, in the town of Burchville, St. Clair Co., Mich.
At the age of six years, his father died, leaving his widow with a family of six children,
three boys and three girls, to support. In the year 1846, the family removed to the
village of Kilworth, in Canada, where they continued to reside until 1851, when they
moved to Port Huron, Mich. I t was during their residence in Canada, and the subsequent two years, that the subject of this sketch obtained what schooling he ever received.
About this time, in the winter of 1853-54, his mother married again. The step-father
being a lumberman, during the following years, until he was twenty-one, Mr. Bryce
spent in that business. In winter he was occupied in the pineries, and in spring, summer and autumn he was engaged in rafting and carpentering and gererally converting
the logs into lumber, buildings, etc. October 4.1861, Mr. Bryce enlisted in the Third Michigan Cavalry, Company H , and was made First Sergeant, which position he held during
the three years of his service in the army. Although in the summer of 1862, through
the recommendation of his Captain-—Highwood—his name had been sent in for promotion to a Lieutenancy. The recommendation was approved, and the commission forwarded, but, in the meantime, Capt. H . had resigned, and the First Lieutenant having
become Captain before the commission was delivered, and Mr. B. being at that time
confined to his tent by sickness, exerted such influence as caused it to be returned and
conferred on another. Mr. B. served with his regiment, beginning with the siege and captureofNew Madrid, Island No. 10 and Corinth, and all subsequent campaigns in West Tennessee, Mississippi and Alabama, up to the spring of 1864. The regiment then re-enlisted ;
Mr. B., declining to follow its example, was detailedby orderof Maj. Gen. C. C. Washburn,
then commanding the Sixteenth Army Corps, to detached service in the transportation
office in Memphis, in which position he remained until his term of service expired, October 4, 1864, when he went to Detroit and was mustered out. The following winter he
spent in the Bryant &Stratton Commercial College, in Detroit. I n the spring of 1865,
he returned to Memphis, Tenn.; after remaining there two or three months, he changed
base to New York City. He there became engaged with a firm, his field of work being
principally the State of New Jersey. September 29, of that year, being his twenty-fifth
birthday, he was married near Sharpstown, N . J., to Miss Adelaide M. Webber, daughter of John Webber, of Dayton, who was at that time visiting her relatives in that State
During the following winter and spring, they resided in New York City. The following April of 1866, they moved to Dayton, Mr. B. going into the stone business,
which he has followed ever since, having been largely identified with the building interests throughout this section of the State, also in Chicago, and many other cities
at a distance. In politics Mr. B. grew up a Democrat" of the Douglas school, but since
the war he has been actively in sympathy with the Eepublican party. In the spring of
1877, he was elected to the City Council from the Fifth Ward, in which position he continued until his term had nearly expired, i . e., two years, when he resigned. I n the
spring of 1880, he was again elected to the Council, this time to represent the Tenth
Ward, upon the organization of Council he was elected President óf that body, with
what ability and satisfaction may be shown by his unanimous re-election to the Presidency
the following year, every Eepublican and Democrat in Council voting for him, which,
m these days of party strife, may be considered the highest of compliments. He is
still occupying the chair as Presidf nt of Council. He has a family, consisting of
five daughters and two sons, as follows. May Eloise, John Webber, Angie Helena,
Ada Marietta, Daisy Florence, Stephen Dudley and Edna Annetta. I n April, 1881,
Mr. Bryce retired from the stone aud contracting busimss, and is now in partnership
.TM
^ '
' engaged in manufacturing the Fair Natural Draft Furnace, also the
''Monarch ' Furnace, for heating public and private buildings, the latter of which Mr.
Bryce is the inventor of, and which the manufacturers claim to be the best in the
market.
a
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CHARLES BURROUGHS, retired, Dayton. He is an old, retired lumber merchant of the city of Dayton. He is a son of Joseph and Mima (Hendrickson) Burroughs, and was horn July 22, 1810, near Trenton, N. J., where he lived until twentythree years old ; and, in 1833, moved to Dayton, Ohio, and engaged with Mr. David
Zigler Cooper to work on the saw-mill, and, at the death of Mr. Cooper, rented the mill
and ran it until 1816, when he gave it up and engaged in the lumber trade, which he
carried on quite extensively until 1871, when he sold out and retired from business.
He lauded in Dayton with §2.50, with which he began business, and with willing hauds,
a good character, and an indomitable will, he pushed ahead until he acquired sufficient
amount of wealth to meet his every want in his old age. His father died when Charles
was but ten years old. After working some five years on a farm, he worked at shoemaking until he started for Ohio. He was Vice President of the Dayton Savings' Bank
two years ; is still one of the stockholders of said bank. Mr. B. is pleasantly located at
No. 400 East Fifth street. He is the only one of his father's family that ever came
West, except a brother that resided a short time in Dayton, Ohio, and then returned to
New Jersey.
ROBERT YOUNG CHAMBERS, deceased, was born in Parish Kyle, Queens
County, Ireland, May 8, 1808. At the age of twenty-two years, he left home via Dublin for Liverpool, from which point he sailed for America on May 14, 1830, in the ship
William and John, of West Florida. He landed in New York July 7,1830, and started
at once for the West, stopping first at Braddock's Field, Penn., where he remained for
a short time, but was induced to go on to Cincinnati, where he arrived December 2,
1830. He did not stop at Cincinnati, but pushed on by stage to Dayton, where he arrived on the 9th of December, 1830. He first obtained employment as foreman in the
pork packing establishment of
Davie. In this capacity he continued until he took
command of the canal-boat Messenger for the same firm, which then occupied the southwest corner of the canal basin. He remained in their employ until their failure, when
he obtained-a similar position of one Ritchie. About this time, June 8, 1836, he was
married in St. Peter's Church, Cincinnati, to Miss Eliza Mullin, of Cincinnati, formerly
of County Antrim, Ireland. In 1838, he removed with his family to Dayton, where he
accepted a position with the late Alexander Simms in the grocery firm of Simms &
Sayres, in which he soon obtained an interest, and continued the business under the firm
name of Chambers, Simms & Sayres. He afterward, by a succession of changes, became,
in 1845, the senior member of the firm of Chambers & Harris, with Mr. John Harris.
They purchased at the same time the competition business of Esterbrook & Phelps, who
had purchased the established business of Reach, Emdie & Co. Chambers & Harris
then controlled two of the largest commission houses in Dayton for eleven years, at the
expiration of which time they dissolved their partnership relations, and Mr. Chambers
built the building known to old re-idents as the " factory," and established " Chambers'
Line," an independent line of canal packets running from Cincinnati to Toledo. About
this time, he suffered a loss by fire, which consumed his building, but he built again on
the old site what is known as Chambers' Warehouse. His business began to assume
large proportions, and his boats became such a source of anxiety to the Sandusky Railroad Company (the first road here), that they made repeated proposals to buy them, but
their offers were refused, and he continued in his ever-increasing business until his retirement in 1873, after nearly half a century spent in the most active business. He
left his business to his son, John M., and Mr. M. W. Chambers, and paid a visit to the
haunts of his childhood in his native land, only to find his friends and relatives gone.
He died in May, 1876, aged just sixty-eight years, leaving a host of mourning friends
behind. His life, spent in honest.activity, was not sullied by a single stain. He was a
consistent communicant of the C itholic Church, but his chaiities extended to all denominations. At his death, his family of nine children had dwindled tofive—oneson, who
died in 1879, and four daughters, why still occupy the old homestead on East Second
street,
CHARLES E D W I N CLARK, son of David and Hannah (Halderman) Clark,
was born in the old county jail (Dayton), July 31, 1850, during his father's second
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term of Sheriff of the county. His father was afterward County Treasurer for two
terms and for five years just previous to the war the editor and proprietor of the Daily
and Weekly Empire. The later years of David Clark's life were fraught with many
sorrows and cares. Through misfortunes, which are familiar to the old friends of the
family, he had been reduced from comparative affluence to the position of hard toil for
the support of his family. To save those who had trusted him from financial loss,
David Clark and his devoted wife gave up the snug fortune they possessed to the last
dollar, and bravely began anew the struggle for means to educate their children.
Charles, though at that time but a mere boy, contributed not a little towards the
family's support. He was always ready to turn an honest penny by work at anything.
Each year his school vacation and oftentimes his spare evenings for study were spent
at the hard work of a young clerk in an ice cream saloon and confectionery, toiling sixteen or seventeen hours a day during the hot months of the year, whilst his schoolmates were enjoying their vacation as only school boys can enjoy such freedom. Young
Clark never murmured—he was only too glad to be able to ease, though in a small
degree, the burdens of the father he idolized.
Mr. Clark received a common school education. The death of his father compelled him to withdraw from the high school, where he had been a student for about
one year, to aid his mother in the support of his brothers and sister. Mr. N . Ohmer
gave him his first regular employment in his Union Depot Restaurant, where he
remained some years. In May, 1871, he entered the employ of Maj. W. D. Biekham,
editor and proprietor of the Daily Journal, as office-boy, where he soon worked his way up
to book-keeper. In the spring of 1873, he accepted the position of business manager of the
Daily and Weekly Kentuckian, Paducah, Ky., in which city he resided for some months.
Returning to Dayton he was married to Miss Maria Dee Truesdell, a teacher in the
Dayton Public Schools, and a few weeks later again entered the employ of Maj. Biekham, as business manager of the Dayton Journal, a position he has uninterruptedly held to
this day. Mr. Clark, though a stanch Bepublican, has not meddled much in politics.
He has held but one political office, that of City Councilman, for one term. In April,
1879, he was the unanimous nominee of his party for Couucilman from the old Fifth
Ward. Although the ward was something like 100 votes politically opposed to Mr.
Clark, he was elected after a short but hot contest by a majority of twenty-one votes
over his Democratic opponent, Mr. T. C. Dobbins, a prominent hardware merchant.
He made a faithful and a conscientious Councilman. During his entire term of two
years he was absent from but one meeting of the Council, and that was occasioned by
the death of a near and dear friend—a brother Councilman.
It was mainly through Mr. Clark's plucky efforts that the " Sunday ordinance"
became a law of the city. He also energetically labored by arguments and all fair
means to have the " Ordinance to restrain auimals from running at large within the
city limits" adopted. These measures met with the vehement opposition of many
citizens and dire were the threats of political annihilation to all who had a hand in
making such laws. To such threats Mr. Clark once made answer : " l a m sorry to
have your ill will. I believe you are honest iu your opposition to me, but your threats
do uot dismay me, nor shall they deter me from doing my duty as I conscientiously
understand it." Mr. Clark's term of Councilman expired in the spring of 1881, and
he peremptorily declined to be a candidate for re-election. Two brothers of Mr. Clark,
Lieut. R. G. Clark, Sixty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and William V. Clark,
Eighty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry, died the death of soldiers in the Union army,
duriug the war. His mother still resides in the family residence, which has been her
home for thirty years. He has three living brothers and two sisters, viz. : George R.
Clark, proprietor of the Port Clinton (Ohio) News ; David P. Clark, of Miamisburg,
Ohio ; Douglas Clark, of Pittsburgh, Penn.; Mrs. F. M. Althoff and Miss Lottie E.
Clark, Dayton.
JOSEPH CLEGG, director in gas company, Dayton, was born in England April 8,
1814. His father, Thomas Clegg, was born in or near Manchester, Eng., in the year 1790,
and after receiving, through his own exertions, a liberal education, engaged in the
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manufacture of cotton goods, having learned the weaving of silk when but a boy
He was married, in 1810, to Miss Ann Brierly, who died in 1817. In the year following the death of his wife, he, with four sons, of whom our subject was third in the
order of birth, came to America, and in 1820 located in Moutgomery County, Ohio.
In 1824, he came to Dayton, which was then but a village of 1,100 inhabitants,'where
the remainder of his life was mostly spent. Here ho started an establishment for the
manufacture of cotton goods, which soon proved to be a prosperous and paying business, he keeping pace in success with the rapid growth of the village. Mr. Clegg continued an active, enterprising and substantial citizen of Dayton until 1850, wTen he
made an overland trip to California, being one of the first to adopt that route. After
a stay of ten years in the Golden State, he returned to Dayton, but in after years made
repeated trips to the same State. The last twenty years of his life were spent in Dayton, his time being devoted mostly to intellectual pursuits, of which he was very fond.
He died in 1879, having reached the ripe old age of fourscore and nine years, and
leaving behind him a record of a life well spent and of talents well employed. Of the
four sons who accompanied him from England, only two survive, viz., James B. and
Joseph, the latter being the subject of this sketch. He has been almost a life-long
citizen of Montgomery County. His education was mainly obtained at night and
Sunday schools, and entirely through his untiring zeal in the pursuit of knowledge.
His early life was spent in the factories of his father. Being of an enterprising spirit,
he has risen to the rank of the most substantial citizens of Dayton. He has accumulated a large amount of property, which to-day dots the city in all directions, standing
as monuments of his successful career and shrew i business tact. One of his first enterprises was the erection of a cotton factory and linseed oil mill. About this time, he
associated himself with the late Daniel Beckel and the late William Dickey in 'the
organization of the Farmers' Bank, which has long since ceased to exist. In 1851,
these same gentlemen organized the Dayton Fire Insurance Company, which is now à
well-known and successful corporation. They afterward organized the Mad River
Valley Bank. Still later, Mr. Clegg became promiuently associated with the Dayton
Gaslight and Coke Company, in which he has since been an active and valuable member and for many years a Director. Among the edifices which decorate the city and
are owned by him are the "Old Clegg Block," on East Third street, now known as
the Superior Court Building; the Jefferson Street Block, fronting 100 feet on the street,
after which it was named, and another on Fifth street; the last two named forming a
part of what is to be known as " Clegg's Opera Block," one of the finest and most
prominent private enterprises of the city. In addition to these, Mr. Clegg owns Clegg's
brown stone block on East Third street, and several fine residences, among them being
his own handsome home and the residence of the late Daniel Beckel, both located on
South Jefferson street. He also possesses many minor buildings, which, though of
considerable value in themselves, are of too little importance to mention here. Mr.
Clegg's identification with the enterprises of the city have tended to the elevation of
its social standing and the education of the rising generation. His political affiliations
have ever been with the Whig and Republican parties, and during the war of the rebellion his contributions, in aid of the Union cause, should alone warrant to him the high
esteem of all. He has been for many years a member of the Episcopal Church, and
was a valuable and efficient worker in the Sabbath school at an early day, and during
this time his benefices have been constant and generous. He was married, in 1835, to
Miss Tirzah Bailey, daughter of John Bailey, one of the first settlers of Montgomery
County. The issue of this marriage consisted of three children, two of whom survive,
viz., Mrs. V. H . Wood, a lady of high culture and rare social attainments and wife of
Capt. E. M. Wood, who is now largely engaged in manufacturing linseed oil, as the
senior member of the firm of Wood, Archer & Co., of this city. The other surviving
child is Charles B. Clegg, whq, with Capt. Wood, was associated with his father in
business; but upon the latter retiring, Charles and M . Wood continued the business,
in connection with Messrs. W. S. and G. A. Archer, under the then firm title of Clegg,
Wood & Co. Charles B. has recently withdrawn from his active position in the firm
1
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for recreation. He is President of and a large stockholder in the Oakwood Street
Railway, to which enterprise he has devoted much of his time. He is also largely
interested in and connected with the management of the other street railways of the
city, being a Director of the Third Street route. He has not yet reached the meridian
of life, but, though comparatively young, we may safely predict that his future will
fully satisfy every reasonable hope of his many friends. His marriage was celebrated
in 1865, with Miss Hattie, daughter of the late Horace Pease, who was a well-known
and highly respected citizen of Dayton. Their united life existed throughout a period
of five years, when death called her home, leaving a husband and two children—Helen
W. and Harry P.
REV. H . P. COLBY, pastor first Baptist Church, Dayton. The gentleman
whose name heads this sketch was born in Boston Highlands, Massachusetts, in 1842.
He is the son of Gardner Colby a merchant of Boston. Most of his early days were
spent in Newton, Mass. He graduated from Brown University, Providence, B. I . , in
1862. After studying law for some months and spending nearly a year in Europe, he
took a full course of study in the Newton Theological Institution, from which ho graduated in 1867. In the fall of the same year, he came to Dayton, Ohio, and was ordained
to the ministry and became pastor of the First Baptist Church. In this position he
has continued fourteen years and has been settled longer in Dayton as a pastor than
any other of the ministers in the city. In 1870, he was married to Miss M. L. Chamberlain, daughter of Edward Chamberlain, Esq., of Boston. He has four children,
one daughter and three sons.
EDWARD CONWAY, dentist, Dayton. This gentleman was born in Annapolis,
Md., in 1829, and came to Ohio with his parents three years later. While still in his
youth, he took a position in one of the principal dry goods houses in St. Louis, Mo.,
as a salesman in the fancy goods department, where he proved himself highly competent, but, being desirous of acquiring a profession, he returned to this State, and at
nineteen years of age placed himself under the instruction of an able dentist and physician. Having completed his studies, he again placed himself under the instruction of
Dr. Jones, now deceased, who was one of Dayton's most skilled dentists and respected
citizens. The sole object of Dr. Conway in this his second course of study, was to
obtain a thorough knowledge of the various metals best adapted to the use of dentistry. Dr. Jones being an expert in that branch of business, having given it a life-long
study. For two years, Dr. Conway pursued his studies without one cent of remuneration. He practiced with marked success in Bellefontaine two years; during this time
Dr. McCandes was his medical preceptor. Here he acquired a practical knowledge of
medicine and became quite an expert as a practitioner. Being a skilled physician in all
its branches, he has given many years of study to dentistry in all its details, making the
analyzation of the various metals a special study in order to ascertain the kind of metals best adapted for his use. This is one of the great secrets of dentistry, as many a
patient's health is ruined on account of injury from metals and other materials not
adapted to the mouth or condition of the stoma ch. The Doctor never uses rubber on this
account; nor does he use metals but that which the test of science and long practice has
proved to be safe under every circumstance. Gold, silver and platina he recommends
and uses in his practice daily. He also uses "virgin" metal—a combination of his own—
which he considers equal if not superior to any in use. The doctor has made many
improvements in connection with dentistry that are sanctioned atrd recognized by the
leading dentists of the country.
W ILLIAM E. CBUME, manufacturer, Dayton. This gentleman is a descendant
of an old Welsh family that emigrated to America and located in Maryland about the
year 1768. His paternal great-grandfathers, Jesse Crume and Matthew Richardson,
came from Maryland to Butler County, Ohio, in 1802. Mr. Crume shortly afterward
moved to Kentucky. Mr. Richardson served the terms of 1804 and 1806 in the Ohio
Legislature. The great-grandfathers in the maternal line were James Martin, a native
of Maryland, and David Steele, a native of Ireland. The paternal grandparents were
John C. Crume, who came from Kentucky to Hamilton, Butler Co., Ohio, in 1810, and
T
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returning to Kentucky, died in 1815; and Sarah Richardson, of Maryland, who came
to Butler County with her parents in 1803. The maternal grandparents were David
Steele, a native of Scotland, and Nancy A. (Martin) Steele, a native of Ireland. The
father was born in Butler County, Ohio, and in this State where he married Naney
Steele, he lived during the whole of his life. William E., the subject hereof, was born in
Collinsville, Butler Co., Ohio, March 26, 1848, and remained there until 1858, when
he moved with his father to Muscatine, Iowa, where they remained two years, and then
removed to Somerville, Butler Co., Ohio. May 1, 1864, William enlisted in the One
Hundred and Sixty-seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry, being then but sixteen years of
age. He was mustered out in September, 1864, and, on the 2d of February following,
he re-enlisted iu the One Hundred and Eighty-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, from
which he was mustered at Nashville, Tenn., October 3, 1865. After the war, he returned to Ohio, and, in September, 1866, came to Dayton, where he learned the trade of
carpentering and building with Mr. Andrew Slertz. He worked at his trade until February^ 1874, when he started a box-factory ; but, finding this only a local business, he,
in 1877, originated his present business, which he conducted in connection with the boxmanufacture. The new enterprise grew so rapidly that he was obliged to dispose of the
box-factory and devote his entire attention and capital to the new departure. He soon
associated with him the late Mr. P. M. Aulabaugh, and afterward Mr. J. W. Sefton,
under the firm name of Aulabaugh, Crume & Co., but, on the death of Mr. Aulabaugh,'
the remaining partners purchased his interest, and now conduct their business under the'
name of " The Crume & Sefton Manufacturing Company." They supply a large portion of the country with their curious little paper and wood plates for grocers, oyster and
berry pails, and folding ice cream and candy boxes. Their business, which is an extensive one, is treated of properly in our industrial chapter of the city of Dayton. Mr.
Crume was elected a member of the Council in April, 1877 ; was re-elected in April,
1880, and elected Vice President of the Board in April, 1881.
ISAAC DAVIS, coal dealer, Dayton, was born in Bellebrook, Greene Co., Ohio,
September 15, 1839. His father, Jonathan Davis, who was an Elder in the Central Christian Church oi Dayton, was born in Delaware State July 15, 1808, and settled in Bellebrook in 1830, where he started life as a poor farm boy. December 12, 1830, he married Anoxa Sivalla Silvers, who was born in Greene County, August 19, 1812, by whom he
had four children, all girls. Shedied on April 15, 1838, and on July 25,1838, he married
Sarah Ann Darst, who was bom in Greene County November 17, 1814, and who blest him
with seven sons and one daughter. He died September 3,1875, leaving his wife and ten
children and twenty-two grandchildren. His wife died July 9, 1880. Isaac, our subject,
who was of the Í3sue of the second marriage, came to Dayton in 1864, and was followed
by his father two years after. He was educated in the common schools, after which
he attended the National Normal University of Lebanon, Ohio, to prepare himself for
teaching, and after teaching one year in Greene County, he. went to Cincinnati, where he
attended the Medical Institute of Cincinnati. He then read medicine with Dr. Curtis,
of Cincinnati, for two years, after which he came to Dayton, and, giving up his profession, went into the tobacco business with Mr. Cotterill now of Cotterill, Fenner & Co.
He afterward closed up his tobacco business and commenced dealing in coal, in which
business he has since continued. He was married, December 24, 1867, to Miss Caroline
E. Houghtelin of Dayton, who, after bearing him three sons, died August 25, 1879, with
what the doctors pronounced yellow fever. Mr. Davis is a man of integrity and great
business tact, is well known in the community and has the respect and esteem of all.
SOLOMON DAY, school teacher, Dayton. The subject" of the following sketch
was born November 24, 1841, near Janesfield, in Jefferson Township, Logan Co., Ohio.
His father, after whom he was named, was born near Cross Keys, South Hampton Co.,
Va., about the year 1790. By the fortunate accident of having sprung—on
his mother's side—from one of the F. F. V.'s— though his father was a negro slavehe was "free born." Ann Barnell, the mother of the subject of this sketch, was born
near Little York, Penn., in the year 1801, and was of Quaker origin, her mother Ann Packer, belonging to the numerous Packer family of Quakers which has fig-
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ured so largely in the past history of that State. ''Young Solomon," at the age of nine,
was crippled with white swelling. His father dying soon after, he was left to be reared
by his mother, who, with a large family of children r.o support, and with but scanty
means, could do but little to assist him in obtaining an education, though feeling deeply solicitious for him in that direction. For three years he was confined to the house
by his lameness ; after that, until he was seventeen years old, his only educational advantages was attending an obscure country school during the winter. By dint of
hard study both in and out of school, he managed, at the age of seventeen, to obtain
a certificate to teach school from the Board of Examiners of his native county, and
after teaching a five months' term, obtained the money to pay his board and tuition at
Oberlin College one quarter. He attended that college irreguarly from 1859 to 1865,
teaching a portion of the time in various parts of the State t,> procure the means to go
to school. In 1870, he came to Dayton to take charge of the colored school, succeeding Mr. Samuel Peters, who had resigned his position to accept an appointment
as cashier of the Freedm in's Bank at Shreveport, La. He has had charge of that
school for nearly ten years, and with excellent resul s, many of his pupils now occupying important positions as teachers, and some filling clerical positions in Government
employ. Mr. Day has long been idjntified with the educational interests of his people,
and for a number of years has taken an active part in politics, and is a firm believer in the
possibilities of his race for achievements equal in every particular to the various races
which go to make up the great American Nation.
W I L L I A M DEIKLER, dealer in agricul ural implements, Dayton, sou of Sebastian and Mary Ann Deikler, was born February 9, 1835, in Navre, Germany.
Emigrated to America, with his parents, in 1813, and located in Butler County, Ohio,
where he remained until 1851, when he removed to Montgomery County, Ohio, and
purchased a farm in Perry Township. His father was a shoemaker by trade, and
carried on the same until his death He died in May, 1866. His mother died in
May, 1880. William served an apprenticeship with his father at the shoe trade, but
has devoted the most of his time to farming. He was married October 22, 1867, to
Miss Margaret Fisher, daughter of Christopher and Elizabeth M. Fisher. They have five
children—-Mary C., Annie, Joseph, Laura M. and Margaret E. In 1880, Mr. Deikler
engaged in the agricultural implement trade, under the firm name of William Deikler &
Co., at No. 210 East Third street, Dayton, where they keep a full line of all first class
and the best improved farm machinery. Also a complete assortment of fresh seeds.
W I L L I A M DICKEY, deceased. Among the successful self-made men of Dayton, few were better known or more thoroughly respected than the gentleman whose
name stands at the head of this biography. His father, Adam Dickey, was born in
County Antrim, Ireland, in the year 1768, where he lived until seventeen years of age,
when, with that love of freedom characteristic of his race, he emigrated to America,
locating in Pennsylvania, where, about 1790, he was married to Mary McKee, and
nine years later, with his wife and three children, he started for the West and settled at
Fort Washington (now Cincinnati), where he was afterward joined by two of his
brothers, who had also left their oppressed fatherland to seek a home in the New World.
Here he began the manufacture of brick, making the brick for the first house of that
kind erected at that point. He followed brick-making until about 1804, when he removed to near Middletown, Butler County, Ohio, where he engaged largely in milling, farming and distilling, building his ownflatboatsand shipping the, produce to New
Orleans, following this business until 1828, in which year he died, his wife surviving
him about fifteen years and dying in 1844. Adam Dickey was a very successful business man, but, owing to reverses by fire and otherwise, his affairs were crippled to such
an extent as to render him a comparatively poor man previous to his death. The subject of this sketch was born near Middleton, Butler County, Ohio, August 10, 1805,
and was the seventh in a family of eleven children, of whom only one survives. His
facilities for obtaining book learning were exceedingly meager, but, reared upon the soil
and inured to hard labor, he acquired, by contact with the world, that practical knowledge which is the indispensable condition of success. Having arrived at his majority,
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be took a contract for work on the Miami Canal, and of all the contractors on that
public work he was the last survivor. He was subsequently engaged, for several years
in a similar capacity on the Ohio Canal. On April 19, 1832, he'married Miss Sarah'
daughter of Benjamin Van Cleave, of Butler County, and for some years was employed
in farming, having a short time previous purchased, in connection with his brother the
homestead of his father. In April, 1839, he became a resident of Dayton, where he
engaged respectively in the manufacture of brick, in contracts on the Miami & Erie
Canal, and, in connection with his brothers, in quarrying limestone in the vicinity of
Dayton. This last industry has since attained great magnitude. For a number of
years succeeding, he conducted a line of canal packets between Cincinnati and Toledo
and between the latter city and Terre Haute, Ind. During some twenty years of
frugal industry, he saved up quite a respectable capital, and in 1850 became a" private
banker in company with Joseph Clegg, Esq., and Daniel Beckle, Esq., the latter since
deceased. He was subsequently, in connection with the above named gentlemen one
of the organizers of the Miami Valley Bank, of Dayton. He was one of the incorporators of the Dayton Gaslight and Coke Company and for some twenty years its President.
He was also one of the organizers of the Ohio Insurance Company, in 1865, of which
he was President until his death. In 1866, he had the misfortune to lose the sight of
his right eye by cataract, and nine years afterward his left eye became similarly affected,
so that he was entirely deprived of the power to read and could distinguish his friends
only by their voices. Mr. Dickey was a man of sound judgment and" thoroughly good
sense _ I hough deprived of the polish that education gives, he was characterized by
great kindness of heart, decidedly modest manners and a quiet benevolence that never
publishes its deeds to the world. He was distinguished for sterling integrity from his
youth to his death. His caution and prudence, combined with the industry of his
business tie, have rendered his career a gratifying success, so that he ranked among
the wealthiest citizens of Dayton. He died July 15, 1880, leaving a wife, son and two
daughters. Ihe son, Samuel A„ who was President of tho gas company and a promment coal merchant, died in August following the death of his father. The daughters
are Mrs. Henry C. Graves, of Dayton, and Mrs. Charles B. Oglesby, of Chicago.
SAMUEL A. DICKEY, deceased. The skill of the workman chisels the rough
marble block into a shaft of beauty and fashions the letters that tell of the birth, age
and death of the silent sleeper beneath, but age defaces the inscription, covering the
monument with the mosses of decay, while history preserves in its pages a record of
the departed one that tune renders more prized and valuable. In the gentleman whose
name heads this ^ketch we have a member of one of the leading families of Dayton,
and although he had but reached the meridian of life when stricken down by disease
and death, had yet attained, by his own exertions and business capacity, a commanding
position in the commercial arena of the Miami Valley. He was born in Dayton, Ohio,
•n u I ' I
'"
Sarah. Dickey, a sketch of whom
will be found in this work. His boyhood days were passed in attending the schools of
his native city, going thenee to Wittenberg and Oxford Colleges, receiving a thorough
hmghsh education. He began his business career by starting a wholesale and retail
coal and general fuel depot, which he operated successfully for about, seventeen years,
or until failing health compelled him to retire from active business. He was married,
October 12 1865, to Miss Sarah E. Hayner, the daughter of Lewis Hayner, of Troy,
Ohio, to whom was born two children—Bessie H . and Arthur C. In business circles
Samuel A. Dickey was always recognized as one of the most energetic, practical men
ot Dayton and in August, 1866, he was elected a Director of the Dayton Gas Company, and I resident of tlic same May 10, 1876, which he held until his death. This
sad event occurred August 9, 1880, from what is known as progressive locomotor
attax.a, with which he had suffered for about two years. Mr. Dickey was a man of a
qmet, unassuming disposition, kind and charitable, devoid of all ostentation, a man
of actions rather than words, whom the poor and afflicted never nought help from in
vain and in his home he was ever the fond father and affectionate husband. As President ot the Gas Company he was looked upon as a shrewd, efficient and capable
n d
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official, firm and unyielding in what he believed to be just, and exhibiting a knowledge
of men and affairs far beyond his years ; but the brightest page in his record was that
his honesty and integrity were never doubted, his word always being considered as
good as his bond.
R. R. DICKEY, President of the Gas Light and Coke Company, Dayton, was born
near Middletown, Ohio, Octcber26, 1816, and is the son of Adam and Mary (McKee)
Dickey who are spoken of in the sketch of William Dickey, deceased. Our subject was the
youngest of a family of eleven children, and is to-day the only surviver. A t the age of
eleven years, through the death of his father, he was thrown upon his own resources,
and at this tender age he became employed in a brick yard, working fourteen hours per
day at $4.87 per month, and, afterward worked upon a farm at $5.00 per month,
where he became imbued with that spirit of industry which has characterized him
through life. Under those circumstances his advantages for an education were very
limited, but by observation and rough contact with the world he acquired that knowledge of men and affairs that cannot be gained in the school room. When but a lad, he
began working upon public works in Ohio and Indiana, for his elder brothers, who
were prominent contractors, and at the age of seventeen he was made superintendent
of a large gang of men, continuing for several years on the public works of those
States. In 1842. he became a resident of Dayton, where he engaged with his brothers,
John and William, in quarrying stone, which he followed until 1853. In 1847, he was
connected with the firm of Dickey, Doyle & Dickey, in placing a line of packet boats
on the Wabash and Erie Canal, and under the firm name of Doyle & Dickey built the
reservoir lock at St. Mary's, and the locks at Delphos. In 1845, he was one of the organizers of the Dayton Bank, and for several years was one of its Directors. I n 1852,
he became a partner in the Exchange Bank with Messers. Jonathan Harshman, V.
Winters and J. R. Young, and in 1853, became one of the largest stockholders in the
Dayton Gas Light & Coke Company, of which he has ever since been a Director. Mr.
Dickey served as President of the Gas Company from 1855 to 1858, retiring on account of ill health, but at the annual election in August 1880, he was again elected
President, and is at present filling that position in such a manner, as to reflect much
credit upon his business capacity and integrity. In 1852, he became identified with
the Dayton Insurauce Company, and also held an interest in the Dayton & Western R.
R., being President of the latter company from 1854 to 1856, inclusive. In 1856, he
went to Kansas and invested largely at the first sale of the Delaware Indian trust lands,
and the following year put two hundred acres under cultivation, raising the largest crop
of corn grown in the State up to that time. Mr. Dickey was one of the organizers of
the Dayton National Bank in 1865, and, since 1868, one of its Directors. By this it
will be seen that R. R. Dickey has been one of the most active and prominent business
men of this city for nearly forty years, doing his full share toward building up its moral
and material interests. He was married June 27, 1850, to Miss Martha J. Winters,
daughter of V. Winters, Esq., of Dayton, of which union three sons have been born, the
two eldest, William W. and Valentine B., being now extensive stock-growers in Colorado. ^ From the rough experience of his early life Mr. Dickey learned the virtues of
self-reliance, industry and frugality, clear-headed, shrewd and cautious in business affairs.
He is, withal, a man of genial manners and generous impulses, one who is trusted and
respected throughout the community of which he has been so long a leading citizen.
GEORGE B. EVANS, M . D., Dayton, was born in Franklin, Warren County,
Ohio, April 1, 1855, where he received his primary education in the high school of
his native village, which he attended until 1873. He then entered the Hanover College of Indiana, from which he graduated in 1875. Having some knowledge of medicine, he commenced reading it with Dr. O. Evans, Jr., of Franklin, in the summer of
1875, and afterward attended the Ohio Medical College at Cincinnati, from which he
graduated in March, 1878. For two years thereafter, he practiced his profession in
Middletown, Ohio. On the 17th of June, 1880, the Trustees of Hanover College conferred upon Mr. Evans the degree of A. M., and in the following fall—September 15—
he was elected Assistant Physician of the Dayton Asylum for the Insane, which posi-
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tion he now occupies. Mr. Evans has descended from a line of medical men, his
father and grandfather both being physicians and men who have reflected honor to' the
profession, tho former, Dr. 0. Evans, Jr., now practicing in Franklin, Ohio, of which
town he is a native and where his skill as a physician is duly recognized and appreciated.
His wife, who was Jane Baleutine, is also a native of Franklin. Our subject is a
young man of promise, and we feel warranted in saying that in him will be sustained
the reputation in the medical profession of the older Evans. He has recently been
appointed to make the annual alumni address before the Alumni Association of the
Medical College of Cincinnati, which meets in Music Hall, March 1, 1882.
HENBY C. EVERSOLE, merchant, Dayton. The subject of this sketch was
born in Van Buren Township, Montgomery County, Ohio, October 2, 1842. His
father, Abraham Eversole, one of the oldest and most respected citizens of Montgomery
County, was born October 9, 1804, near Shepherdstown, Jefferson County, Va.,
where he spent his boyhood. During his minority, he was apprenticed as a weaver and
worked at the loom ; but his inclination was for farming, and when he attained his
majority he commenced this occupation, at which he worked during his whole life, until
within three weeks of his death. When grown to manhood, he left that part of the
beautiful Potomac Valley, the place of his birth, and located at Hagerstown, Md.,
where he united in marriage with Mary Logue, with whom lie removed to Ohio, and
who died shortly after their settlement in this State, leaving two children, of whom
George, a prominent farmer living near Dodson, Ohio, is the only survivor. In 1834,
Mr. Eversole was married to Margaret Folkerth, a lady of excellent worth, whose'
amiable qualities and Christian virtues endeared her to all with whom she came in contact. By this marriage, Mr. Eversole had ten children, three sons, the youngest dying
in infancy, and seven daughters, all of whom, with the exception of our subject, are
residing on farms in Montgomery County. Mr. Eversole died March 20, 1878, after
forty-five years' residence m Montgomery County. Our subject worked with his father
on the farm until the age of twenty-one, dividing his time in tilling the soil, attending
district school three to six months in the year, and acquiring what knowledge he could
at odd times in reading and storing his mind with useful information, thus attaining a
standing of literary culture seldom attained by young men under like disadvantages.
Immediately after becoming of age, he enlisted in the war for the suppression of the
rebellion at Cincinnati on the 4th of March, 1864, as seaman on board the receivingship Orampus, and was afterward transferred to the United States steamer " Fairy,"
No. 51, of the Mississippi Squadron, under command of Commodore Porter, and, after
serving his country faithfully, was discharged by reason of disability. His ship was
engaged m piloting transports up and down the Mississippi to Red River and the Gulf.
Though engaged m no great battle, he experienced some lively encounters with rebel
bushwhackers along shore. Six hours after the terrible inhuman and bloody massacre
of the Union troops at Fort Pillow, his Bhip ran up under a flag of truce, while Forrest and his murderers, calling themselves soldiers, were still in possession of the Fort,
and aided in caring for the wounded and burying the mutilated and charred remains of
the dead. During a part of his service on shipboard, Mr. Eversole commanded a 32pound gun with its compliment of twelve men. In 1865, he came to Dayton and
entered the clothing house of I . P. Straus & Bro., and, after a few years' service in
that establishment, he entered into partnership with E. Ries, under the firm name of
Eversole & Ries, and commenced the clothing business at the corner of Main and
hourth streets, giving to this establishment the name of " Oak Hall " Clothing House.
In 1879, the business was moved to more commodious quarters at No. 32 East Third
street, and in the spring of 1881 Mr. Eversole became the sole proprietor. Under
his judicious management the business of tailoring and manufacturing ready-made
clothing has made his house one of the most noted in the Miami Valley. He was married October 1, 1868, to Miss Nora B. Fairchild, an esteemed young lady, the fourth
of five chtldren born to Este and Susannah (Carlisle) Fairchild, both natives of Ohio.
Mr. Eversole is now serving his second term of two years on the Board of Education,
where he is considered one of the strongest members, thoroughly devoted to educational
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interests, and greatly esteemed by his colleagues. Mr. Eversole is the patentee of a
valuable and ingenious invention for the use of invalids, known as the Invalid Waiter
or Extension Bracket," which is attached to a bedstead and forms a most convenient
salver or stand upon which edibles, medicines, etc., may be placed within easy reach of
the patient. I t is adjustable by extension by vertióle movement, and has a free lateral
movement by which it is carried out of the way, and serves the place of a flower stand
when not in use. This gentleman is deservedly popular with all classes wherever
known. His associations and acquaintance in this section of the State are large, having
been with its people ever since boyhood to the present time, and like the popular and
prosperous in all communities, is a self-made man, a graduate of the field and farm, and
the possessor of an honorable record ; respected and conscientious in all his business
transactions, he deserves the emulation of the young and aspiring for honors in the
mercantile world.
ARNOLD 0. FENNER, manufacturer, Dayton, was born in Miami County,
Ohio, in 1826. He is the son of Augustus Fenner. He worked on a farm until after
his majority, except at intervals, when he attended school and college. He began teaching school in the fall of 1848, at the Ludlow Street Schoolhouse in Dayton. He
taught at the Perry Street Schoolhouse in 1851, and in 1852 was engaged at Troy, Ohio,
from where he returned to Dayton in 1853, and took the Principal's position in the
Eastern District, since known as the Turner Hall School. Here he continued until the
school removed to Fifth street in the fall of 1862, when he assisted in organizing a
company for the One Hundred and Twelfth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, which
was afterward consolidated with the Sixty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry. From the
time of the consolidation he served in the Army of the Tennessee. He was Acting
Adjutant of the Sixty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry during much of 1863, and Assistant
Adjutant General on the staff of Gen. J. W. Sprague, commanding the brigade during
the Atlanta campaign. He subsequently took command of a company and participated in
all the marches of the Seventeenth Army Corps through Savannah, Columbia, Fayetteville, Goldsboro, Raleigh, Petersburg, Richmond and Washington, up to the musterout at Louisville. In the fall of 1865, he was given the principalship of Ludlow Street
School which he retained until February, 1867, having on the previous January entered
into a partnership with S. T. Cotterill in the tobacco-cutting business, in which he has
continued up to the present time. Theirs is the North Star brand of fine-cut tobacco,
which is known by tobacco users all over the United States. '
HENRY FERNEDING, maltster, Dayton, was born November 10, 1812, in
Martinus, Dunglage, Grand Duchy of Oldenburg. A t the age of 20 years, he came
to America, and arrived at Baltimore, Md., June 4,1833. From there he traveled on
foot to Pittsburgh, and thence by river to Cincinnati, where he arrived in the following
month. For six months while in Cincinnati he drove a milk wagon, but being broken
down in health he left and came to Dayton, where he was employed as jigger and water
earner to the men engaged in digging the Miami & Erie Canal ; but being taken down
by chills and fever he gave up his job and for six months lay upon a bed of sickness.
His money being used during his sickness he sawed wood for a liviDg, working every
other day when the chills were off. He next engaged in the distillery of Messrs. Horace
& Perry Pease, on Hole's Creek, where he remained until 1839. Part of this time he
aid the work and received the pay of one and a half men. He next went to Milford,
Hamilton County, Ohio, where ' he worked four months in John Koogler's distillery.
After a two months' illness in Milford he went to Hamilton and worked five months in
the distillery of Huston & Harper, in which he was terribly scalded by the bursting of
the slop pipe, and was confined to his bed for three months with his injuries. He
afterward returned to Dayton and worked lor Snyder & Dryden in their distillery on
Hole's Creek. On May 6, 1840, he married Miss M. E. Saphon with whom he became
acquainted while at Milford. The result of this marriage was nine children, three of
whom grew up, viz. : James S., who was in business, but died at the age of twenty
years ; M. Elizabeth, who died in her fourteenth year, and Clem. J., who still survives
and is the business partner of his father. Mr. Ferneding then worked one year in
11
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James Riddle's brewery on St. Clair street for $18 per month, after which he worked
it on tho shares, until 1845, when in connection with his brother, John Casper, and
Frank Otten, he purchased the site of his present malt-house on Kenton street, and
carried on there the business of malting and brewing until the partnership was dissolved by the death of F. Otten in 1847, after which the two brothers continued the
business under the ñrm name of'J. & H. Ferneding. In 1850, they purchased the
old Riddle Brewery, and in 1851 built in its stead the present malt-house on St. Clair
street. Before the completion of tho new building, Casper died, whereupon Henry
bought his interest, August 29, 1851, and carried on the business alone until 1852,
when Bernard Hollencamp became a partner and remained as such until 1857. During their partnership they purchased the brewery of James Kyle, at Xenia, and carried
it on under the firm name of Hollencamp & Co., Mr. F. attending to the business at
Dayton and Mr. H . at Xenia. In 1857, Mr. H. became sole owner of the Xenia
brewery, and Mr. F. continued the business in Dayton. These men had also rented the
malt-house of Henry Herman on Main street and carried on the grain trade for five
years. In 1859, Mr. F. feeling the want of better facilities for brewing lager beer,
built the City Brewery on South Warren street, now owned by Jacob Stickle. This
branch of his business he closed out in March, 1865, to Sander & Stoppleman. In
August 1861, he, in company with George and Andrew Mause, commenced the manufacture of flour under the firm name of Ferneding, Mause & Co. In September, 1864,
Andrew Mause retiring, Mr. F. and George Mause purchased the Hydraulic Mills of
Eichelberger & Bro., and ran it until July 1, 1867, when Clem J. Ferneding succeeded Mr. Mause. In 1871, they sold this mill to Simon Gebhart & Sons. In July,
1870, Mr. F. and his son purchased the Hydraulic Brewery, which they
conducted until January 1, 1871, when they sold out to N. Metz & Co.
In August, 1872, Mr. F. with Hamilton M. Turner, Th omas Heckathorn and
James Niswonger purchased the Isaac Hay Distillery and warehouse at Brookville,
Ohio, which they worked until August 1874, when Mr. F. exchanged his interest in
the distillery for the warehouse. In this connection he-became agent for the Dayton
& Union and Pennsylvania Central & St. Louis Railroad Cos. In July, 1878, he
was appointed one of the assignees of Hollencamp Bros., brewers of Xenia, and by
good management succeeded in again putting their affairs on a good footing. He is
now sixty-nine years old, and possesses a strong and vigorous constitution and bids fair
to yet remain for some years in the world where he has spent a life of honest activity.
LEO FLOTRON, deceased, was born August 12, 1846, in St. Imier, canton of
Bern, Switzerland. He learned the trade of jeweling and engraving in Chan-deFonds, France, at which he worked until he was nineteen years of age, a period of five
years. He came to this country April 14,1866, and arrived in New York City, where
he worked at his trade for some time. He then came to Osborn, where Mr. Shepherd's
family lived, they being related to him. He stayed with them nine months, after
which he came to Dayton, and worked at his trade with Mr. Mosher, on Main street,
and with Mr. Tyler. He commenced business for himself October 19, 1870, on Main
street, opposite the court house. On the 14th of April, he married Miss Kate Rouzer,
who was a native of Dayton, born June 16, 1852, and daughter of John and Martha
J. (Diehl) Rouzer, who were both natives of Ohio. By his marriage Mr. Flotron had
one son, John R., named after his grandfather Rouzer. In May, 1875, Mr. Flotron
embarked on the steamer Ville de Paris for Europe, where he remained three months.
He returned August 10, 1875, on the steamer La France. He died June 19, 1876,
about ten months after his return from Europe. He was a consistent member of the
Presbyterian Church, in which he was baptized when three years of age. He took
out his naturalization papers in 1866, in the Clerk of Court's office of this county. He
was a kind and indulgent father and a most estimable citizen, having the respect of all
who knew him and leaving behind him a record of untarnished purity. To such men
as he a published record of their lives is but a poor tribute to their worth.
HON. JOHN L. H. FRANK, Judge of the Probate Court, Dayton. This wellknown and trusted official of Montgomery County was born March 31, 1837, in Nord-
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hausen, county of Brackenheim, Kingdom of Wurtemburg, Germany, and was the second
in a family of five children, all of whom are now residents of this country. His parents
were natives of Kaltenwesten, on the Neckar, in Wurtemburg, but at the time of their
marriage, in 1835, moved to Nordhausem, in the same county, where the Judge's father
became proprietor of the Waldhorn Hotel. Subsequently they moved to Heilbronn,
on the Neckar. Young Prank had an uncle and aunt living in Leroy, Genesee County,
N. Y., who requested him to come to America, and in March, 1852, when not yet
fifteen years old, he started by steamboat down the Neckar to the Rhine, thence
through France by railroad to Havre de Grace, a seaport in France, alone and friendless, with not one soul on board whom he knew, or had ever seen before ; but he possessed a determination to fight his own way through life, and this, coupled with his constant industry and rigid integrity, helped him to win success. Upon reaching his uncle's
house, he soon became employed in the cultivation of fruit trees in his uncle's nursery,
where he worked faithfully until 1855, when he removed to Rochester, continuing the
same business at the Mount Hope Nursery; the following year a branch of the Mount
Hope Nursery was established at Columbus, Ohio, and here he prosecuted his labors,
attending at intervals Antioch College, at Yellow Springs, Ohio, until the summer of
1859. He being then in limited circumstances, a kind lady offered to loan him money
to complete his studies, but declining the generous offer from motives of economy, he
wont to Missouri to work in the Herman Nursery, and while quietly prosecuting his
labors, in the spring of 1861, the tocsin of war sounded, and at the first call for volunteers he enlisted in Company B, Fourth Missouri Volunteer Infantry, in the three
months' service, but severe service brought on an attack of typhoid fever, and he
Was discharged in the fall of the same year. He soon after re-enlisted iu the Tenth
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and although not perfectly recuperated, he stood the hardships of one campaign until the fall of 1862, when he was again dischargedon account
of physical disability. He was soon after given a position in the Quartermaster's office
in St. Louis, where he remained until 1864, using his spare moments in reading Blackstone and other elementary works furnished him by Judge Eaton. About a year after
our subject left Germany, his father died, and in a few years he sent for his mother
and the rest of the family, the former dying in Dayton, April 27, 1877 ; two of his
brothers and one sister reside in Dayton and one sister in Mattoon, 111. In 1864
Judge Frank came to Dayton, where he continued his law studies uuder the tutorship
of Craighead & Munger, making rapid progress, and being admitted to the bar September 2, 1867. He at once opened an office and practiced his profession successfully for
several years. He was married August 11, 1870, to Mary Lutz, a native of Germany,
who came to this country in childhood with her parents, and grew to maturity in Dayton. Six children have been the fruits of this union, four sons and two daughters, all
of whom are living. Politically, the Judge has always been a Republican, and in the
fall of 1875, was nominated and elected to the office of Probate Judge. Commencing
the duties of his office February 14, 1876, and in 1878 he was re-elected to the same
position, which was one of the strongest indorsements of his official worth and integrity,
when we consider that Montgomery County is largely Democratic. In all the relations of life, Judge Frank is trusted and respected because, whether in private or public life, he has always tried to do his whole duty. In the hour of the nation's peril, he
stood by the flag of his adopted country and, in this, as in every page of his career, he
was guided by conscience alone ; affable and courteous to every one, he has won hosts
of friends throughout the country.
CHARLES T. FREEMAN, Sheriff of County, Dayton, was born July 31,
1844, in Greene County. He came to Montgomery County with his parents during
infancy, and settled in Van Buren Township. At the age of nine years, he removed to
Dayton, at which time his father died and he was placed in school by his mother, and
received as good an education as the country at that time afforded. After leaving
school, he engaged in business with Nicholas Ohmer, Esq., with whom he remained
about three years, and then drove an express wagon for a number of years, after which
he accepted a situation in the United States Express Office, in Dayton, where he res
s
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mained until promoted to messenger of the company, which position he held for about
a year. In February, 1SG6, he married Mary A., daughter of Joseph M. Turner, Esq., by
whom he has had two children, both daughters. He was appointed treasurer of Turner's
Opera House in September, 1866, and filled that positiou until the destruction of the
Opera House by fire, on Sunday morning, May 16, 1869. In January, 1873, he was
appointed Deputy Sheriff, under William Patton, and held that office during the two
terms of Mr. Patton, and one term under Mr. Albert Beebe, being a longer service, in
that position, than any deputy has ever held in succession in the county, [n September, 1880, he received the nomination for Sheriff of the county by acclamation, and
was elected to that office at the ensuing October election. Mr. Freeman is a polite,
accommodating gentleman, of considerable popularity throughout the county, and his
ability makes his election to tho office of Sheriff one of the most satisfactory political
moves the electors of the county have made in many years.
JOSIAH GrEBHART, white lead manufacturer, Dayton, was born February
13, 1835, in Somerset County, Penn., where he attended the common school until prepared for college. He then attended the Pennsylvania College, at Gettysburg, Penn.,
for two years. At the age of thirteen years, he came West with his parents, and entered the dry goods store of his father, as clerk. He engaged in the manufacture of
linseed oil, with his father and Simon Gebhart, Esq., under the firm name of Gebhart
& Co., in 1818, aud remained until 1870. Then he commeuced the manufacture of
bailing goods, for packing cotton. Ho discontinued this business in 1879, and, in
company with his son, Charles W. and D. C. Floyd, Esq., commenced the manufacture of white lead, under the firm name of Josiah Gebhart & Co., as it now exists.
On the 3d of October, 1848, he married Miss Susan Wilson, daughter of Nathaniel
Wilson, and grand-daughter of George Newcom, an early settler of this county. By
her he had two children, viz., Charles W. and Horatio L. The father of our subject
was born in Somerset, Penn., 1797, and was engaged in the dry goods business until
he came West. The mother, Catharine Walter, was born in the same place, in 1800.
They were the parents of five sons and five daughters, of whom three sons and three
daughters survive. The grandparents of our subject, John G. and Catharine Lehman
Gebhart, were natives of Berks County, Penn., and were the parents of five sons and
three daughters. Of these, two daughters died in infancy. Mr. Gebhart, the subject
hereof, is a young man in the full prime of life, and fully merits the success that has
attended his efforts.
HENRY C. GRAVES, manufacturer, Dayton, and a member of the'! firm of
Marshall, Graves & Co., was born near Elmira, Chemung County, N. Y., in May, 1836.
His father was Henry M. Graves, a prominent physician of Chemung County, who
died when the subject of this sketch was (eleven years of age. A year later, Mr.
Graves accompanied his mother and family to Dayton, where he attended the district
and high school. When twenty years of age, he obtained a position as clerk with J.
B. Gilbert & Co., wholesale grocers and liquor dealers. He remained with this firm
until 1868, when himself aud brother, George M., purchased the stock and trade of
the firm, and continued the business with good success until 1880. In the latter year,
in connection with Albert C. Marshall, Mr. Graves purchased the business of the
Dayton Machine Company, and soon after removed it to the present location of
the firm. The firm subsequently bought out Riegel & Co., manufacturers of
engines. Mr. Graves was married in 1863, to Sally J., daughter of William Dickey,
a prominent citizen of Dayton, now deceased. Two sons have been given to
bless this union, William D. and Challie. Mrs. Graves is a consistent member of
the Presbyterian Church. Politically, Mr. Graves is Democratic, and has served his
fellow-citizens as a member of the School Board and Police Commissioners. Mr.
Graves has been eminently successful as a business man, and has always evinced an
active interest in the welfare of his adopted city. He is a Director in the Dayton Gas
Light and Coke Company, and Vice President of the company; is also Vice President
of the Ohio Insurance Company.
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W I L L I A M H. GRUNDY, physician, Dayton, was horn in March, 1854, in
Mavsville, Ky. His father was the late Rev. Dr. R. C. Grundy, of Cincinnati, his
mother being a daughter of Mr. James Kemper, of same city. To the latter belonged
at one time nearly all that portion of Cincinnati now known as Walnut Hills. During
the period from 1851 to 181)5, the Rev. Dr. Grundy had charge of churches in Maysville, Ky., Memphis, Tenn. and Cincinnati, Ohio. On his death in 1805, his widow,
Mrs.' E. S. Grundy, moved to Dayton with her family. Subsequently she removed
with her sons to Hanover, N. H. William hore began his preparation for college under
the tutorage of Prof. John Lord, of Dartmouth College, and the Rev. Lemuel S.
Hastings. After one year's study here he went to Princeton, N. J., and studied a year
under the Rev. James O'Brien'. He graduated with honor in, class of 1875, from
Princeton. Immediately afterward, he entered upon his medical studies in the College
of Physicians and Surgeons, New York, and Long Island Hospital College, Brooklyn.
After "practicing successfully medicine and surgery in Ellis County, Texas, Dr. Grundy
removed to his former home in Dayton. He entered immediately into partnership
with Dr. William Egry, of Dayton, and on the departure of Dr. Egry for Europe, in
the summer of 1881, Dr. Grundy took charge of the entire practice. He is connected
by family ties to most of the prominent families of Dayton, and in that way is identified with the history of the city and county.
CHARLES A. GUMP, manufacturer and merchant, Dayton, was born in Dayton, Ohio, September 2, 1839. His education was obtained in the common and high
schools of his native city. He began his business life at fifteen years of age as a clerk
in his father's store, where he remained until 18(50, when, in company with E. S.
Foray, Esq., he opened his present mill furnishing establishment under the firm name
of Charles A. Gump & Co. Mr. Gump enlisted in the National Guards in 1862, and
assisted in opposing Morgan in his raid through Kentucky and Southern Ohio. His
people were among the early pioneers of this State. His father, Andrew Gump, was
born in Frederick County, Md., November 17, 1807, and moved to Ohio with his
father's family in 1812. They first landed in Miami County, near Tippecanoe, where
they lived in a log cabin from which they could shoot deer at almost any time. The
family consisted of the father, Jacob, mother and six children—Andrew, Israel, Jeremiah, Eli, Sarah Ann and Nelson. The mother died in 1823, and, as the father coneluded it would be impossible to keep the family together, Andrew, the eldest, came to
Dayton, where he arrived on the 1st of March, 1825, and commenced clerking in the
store of William Eaker, with whom he remained three years and four months. He
married Miss Ruth Crampton in October, 1829, after which he went to Little York,
where he opened a general notion store, which he carried on for thirteen months. He
then moved the stock to Dayton and rented an old frame building on Second street,
between Main and Jefferson, of William Eaker, into which his stock was placed. Two
years afterward, he increased his stock by buying the goods and building owned by
William Broadwell. Three years afterward he sold his building to William Eaker,
who moved it to Wilkinson street, between Water and First, where it now stands. He
then bought ground near the site of the old building and built a three-story business
room adjoining one built at the same time by Samuel McPherson. In 1839, he built
his present handsome residence, No. 118 West Second street, at a cost of $13,000.
It was the best house in the city at the time it was built. In 1858, he built the first
stone front store room in the city. Iu 1853, he built four brick houses on Water
Street next to Liberty Street. In 1859, he tore down the old McPherson store rooms
and erected a new four-story building. In addition to these he built a brick house in
Miami City and a double brick on West Second street. Surely this gentleman has
done much toward the growth and improvement of his adopted city. He has retired
from active business life, but still watches with interest the rapidly increasing business
of his son, our subject, who is one of Dayton's many solid and enterprising business
men.
HON. LEWIS B. GUNCKEL,lawyer and ex-Congressman, was born in Germantown, Ohio, October 15,1826. His grandfather, Judge Philip Gunckel, and his father,
0
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Col. Michael Gunckel, were among the first settlers in Montgomery County, and besides
other official positions, represented the county in the Legislature. Lewis B. Gunckel
graduated at Farmers' College in 1848, and at the law school of the Cincinnati College
in 1851. He was admitted to the bar the same year, and has been in the active practice in Dayton ever since, holding a leading position, and enjoying a large and lucrative
business. But he has always taken an active part in politics. He was a firm and consistent Whig during the existence of that party. He refused to go into the " KnowNothing" movement, but was among the first in Ohio to take his stand as a Republican
and he has ever since remained a zealous and active member of that party. In 1856
he was a delegate to the Philadelphia National Convention, and afterward did efficient
work for Fremont upon the stump in Southern Ohio. In 1862, he was elected to the
Senate of Ohio, and continued a leading member during the memorable sessions of 1862
1863, 1864 and 1865 ; for the last three years of which time, he was Chairman of the
Judiciary Committee. He was an ardent Union man during the war, and was noted in
the General Assembly as the friend of the common soldier ; one of his first bills bein°for relief of soldiers' families. The constitutionality and expediency of the bill was then
questioned, and, in his speech in reply to Hon. W. S. Groesbeck, he closed by saying :
" But we can economize elsewhere—retrench everywhere—and save enough to the State
in its local and general expenses, to make up the entire sum. But i f not, we should
bear it cheerfully, heroically. We must, fight or pay. We ought to do both ; we must
do one or the other ! " He was the author of the soldiers' voting law, and of various
bills to send surgeons, nurses, medicines, etc., to the soldiers in the front, and to care
for the widows and children of those who were killed in the service. He also introduced
a bill looking to the establishment of a State Soldiers' Home, and of a State Bureau for
the collection and preservation of the name, family, enlistment, service and valor of every
Ohio soldier, and for gratuitous aid in procuring bounties and pensions. During the
session of 1863, Mr. Gunckel made a speech in support of the war, which the Republican papers printed in full, and pronounced the ablest made during the debate. It was
afterward printed and circulated as a campaign document. In 1864, Mr. Gunckel was
a Presidential Elector and canvassed the State for Lincoln. During the same year, his
favorite idea was adopted by Gov. Erough, and a State Soldiers' Home established
near Columbus, with Mr. Gunckel as one of its Trustees. The next year, Congress enlarged upon the idea, and established the " National Home for disabled volunteer soldiers," and by joint resolution appointed Mr. Gunckel as one of its twelve managers/
After serving four years, Congress re-appointed him for the six years' term, and during
the entire ten years, he was the efficient Secretary of the Board. In 1871, Mr. Gunckel
was appointed by the President of the United States, Special Commissioner to investigate
frauds practiced upon the Cherokee, Creek and Chickasaw tribes of Indians, and his report assisted the Government in discovering and prosecuting the guilty parties, and also
making important reforms in the Indian service. In 1872, Mr. Gunckel was elected to
the Forty-third Congress from the Fourth District of Ohio. He served on the Committee
on Military Affairs, and his first speech in the House was upon the army appropriation
bill, and in favor of a reduction of the army and of the expenses of the war establishment. His speeches in favor of "cheap transportation," and the ' equalization of soldiers' bounties, " and against appropriating $3,000,000 for the Philadelphia Centennial
Exhibition, attracted much attention, and were generally commended for their sound argument and strong practical common sense. His shorter speeches were generally against
"jobs " and schemes of extravagance, and in favor of a more honest and economical administration of public affairs.. He voted to repeal the act, passed bv the preceding Congress and known as the " salary grab ; " and although entitled to the increased compensation, refused to draw the same. During his Congressional term, he continued to perform the arduous duties of a managtr and Secretary of the Board of the Soldiers' Home,
but refused the compensation tendered therefor, and paid for his clerical assistance out
of his own pocket. In 1874, the Republicans nominated him for a second term, but it
was tho " off year," and hard times, want of employment, the temperance crusade, etc.,
caused his defeat and that of his party in Ohio. But the people of Dayton regard Mr.
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Gunckel's best work, the establishment and successful management of the Dayton Soldiers' Home. Since the war, it has been his " pet idea," and, seemingly, the ambition
of his life. For twelve years, he worked quietly, unobtrusively, without pretension or
boasting, but with wonderful patience and industry, under many discouragements, and
with the burden of many other duties, public and private, until he succeeded in making
the Dayton Home, not only one of the most beautiful and attractive places in the United
States, but, confessedly, the largest and best institution of its kind in the world. When
his long term as manager ended, the Board of Managers, including the President, Chief
Justice" and Secretary of War, unanimously adopted resolutions expressing in most complimentary terms their regard for Mr. Gunckel, and returning to him their thanks for
the ability, energy and industry, with which he had performed his duties as manager
and Secretary. Ánd at a banquet, subsequently given by the citizens of Dayton to the
Board of Managers, Hon. George W. Houk, a prominent Democrat, complimented Mr.
Gunckel for his efficient services in promoting the success and prosperity of the institution, and Maj. Gen. J. H . Martindale, speaking for the board, and detailing its work,
said : " I recollect after the passage of the act, when we met together in the office of
the Surgeon General, in the city of Washington. Gentlemen, Ohio was ably represented
in that, board. Salmon P. Chase, the great Chief Justice; the gallant, bold, defiant
War Secretary, Edwin M. Stanton ; and I think it fair to say in this presence—I will
not hesitate to speak of it—that i f in this broad land of ours the very eye of inspiration
had looked out for pure intelligence and ardent heart and generous enthusiasm to cooperate with that board, they could not have chosen better than the then local manager
—Lewis B. Gunckel." For several years past, Mr. Gunckel has devoted himself to the
practice of his profession, making occasional addresses on public occasions. Although
regarded as one of the ablest and most successful jury lawyers in Southern Ohio, it is
known that he habitually uses his influence to prevent litigation, and settle cases already
commenced; and has earned (if ever lawyer did) the blessings promised to peacemakers.
Mr. Gunckel was married in 1860, to Kate, daughter of V. Winters, and has two children living. His home is not only one of the happiest in Dayton, but, as many besides
the writer knows, is " given to hospitality."
THOMAS D. H A L F , painter, Dayton, is the son of William Hale, of Hagerstown, Md., and Mariah (Shaffer) Hale, of Nashville, Tenn. His father was a steamboat pilot, and moved his family from Nashville, Tenn., where our subject was born,
to Louisville, Ky., in 1837. Our subject was born in Nashville March 29, 1835, and
was therefore only two years old when his father moved to Louisville. He attended
the common schools of Louisville until 1818, when he commenced learning the trade
of house and sign painting, which hefinished in Cincinnati in 1852. In 1854, he came
to Dayton to work at his trade, and in 1860 opened a shop of his own, where he has
since continued. He was married March 28, 1355, to Miss Katie E. Swain, daughter
of Josiah and Mary (Buteman) Swain, of Dayton. By her he has had nine children,
five boys and four giris, of whom three boys and tour girls survive. Mr. Hale is a
quiet, social gentleman, who has, by close application to business, built up for himself a
large and paying trade. He employs a number of hands, and keeps them constantly at
work. Yet, few people know the extent of his business because he does not make a
great " blow " about it.
N. B. HOLDER, biographical historian, Greenville, Ohio, was born in Bolton,
Mass., October 24. 1833 ; is a son of David and Ruth (Babcock) Holder, natives of
same place. Tho paternal grandfather. Joseph Holder, was a boot and shoe maker by
trade, which business he followed till his death. The miternal grandfather, Josiah
Babeook, was a tanner by trade, which business, in connection with farming, he followed till his death. The ancestors of our subject wore all Quakers. David grew to
manhood, brought up to the same trade of his father ; was married, and became the
father of thre^ children—Nathan B , Josiah B. and Charles A. He lost his wife by
death in December, 1841, aged thirty-five years. Our subject, when three years of
age, was taken by his mother's sister Mary, and her husband, Jarvis Wheeler, and
raised to farm labor, receiving a good education in the common schools and high school
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of Berlin, Mass., and at nineteen years of age commenced teaching school, by which he
obtained some means, and in the spring of 1853, entered the 8 ate Normal School at
VVestñeld, Mass. He continued his course of study here, by teaching winters to obtain
means, till in the tall of 1855 he graduated and received his diploma. The following
winter he taught school in Gloucester, Mass., and in the spring of 1856 emigrated to
Minnesota, where he remained four months ; thence came to Dayton, Ohio, and in this
vicinity taught two terms in a district school, and four terms in a select school, since
which he has been engaged as a traveling salesman, and as a druggist, having been in
the latter business about ten years. In January, 1880, he entered into the employ of
W. 1J. Beers & Co., of Chicago, III., as biographical historian, with whom he still remains. He was married, May 26, 1850, to Miss Maggie, second daughter of James
and Nancy,(Ainsworth) Lucas, he a native of Virginia, she of Pennsylvania. The
paternal grandparents, James and Mary Lucas, were natives of Virginia, but who emigrated to Ohio and located at or near Chillicothe just before or about'the time of the war
of 1812, and here they resided till their death. They were parents of eight children,
all now deceased, James being the last one of the family to pass from the stage of
action. He was born July 4, 1799, and when fourteen years of age was a teamster in
the war of 1812 ; engaged m hauling provisions for the array, for which service in after
years he obtained a land warrant for 160 acres of land. He grew up to manhood, inured to the scenes and hardships of those early days ; was married in the fall of 1825
to Nancy, daughter of James and Lydia (Crain) Ainsworth, natives of Pennsylvania, but
who emigrated to Ohio about 1804, and here they lived for many years, being among the
early pioneers, and partaking of the log-cabin life with all its roughness and"many hardships. In after years, they became residents of Indiana, where they lived till their death.
They were parents of ten children, six sons and four daughters, two only now surviving—
Nancy and Margaret, now Widow Anderson. Nancy was born November 11, 1803, being
aboutoneyear old when brought to this State ; was raised and grew to womanhood under
the sturdy influences of pioneer life. Mr. Lucas and wife by their union had five children
—Mary Jane, born June 4, 1826 ; Lydia Ann, born March 20, 1828, and died June
20,1828; Margaret, born August 1, 1829; Caroline, born June 22, 1834; and
Maranda, born January 20, 1838. Mr. Lucas started in life a poor boy, and with a
very limited education, but with an energy and a will, determined to overcome all obstacles. He learned the millwright trade, which business he followed for several years
in the vicinity of Dayton, along Mad River; thence he entered upon the milling business in partnership with Mr. George S. Smith, with whom he continued several years;
thence he entered upon farming, purchasing 122 acres of land in the Mad River Valley, in
Clark County, about two miles from Osborn. Here he lived until he retired from the
more active labors of life by purchasing a fine property in Osborn, where in the fall of
18&5, he located with his family, where he resided until his death, which occurred May
30. 1874, aged about seventy-five years. Mr. Lucas was a man of great energy and
determination of character, who knew no such word as f a i l , and from a poor man became, by his own industry and economy, possessed of aii ample competency, so that iu
his latter years he lived in comfort and plenty. He was a man of undoubted integrity,
possessing the entire confidence of this community ; a man of great heart, a kind and
loving husband and father, and his memory will be fondly cherished by his family and
many friends for ages to come. Mr. Holder and wife by their union have had three
children—James L., born April 16, 1860; Roscoe W., born November 20, 1866; and
Lee Everett, born May 20, 1871, and died January 30, 1872.
JAMES W. H OTT, clergyman and editor, Dayton, was born near Winchester,
Frederick Co., Va., November 15, 1844. He is the eldest child of a family of eight
boys and two girls, children of Jacob F. Hott, who was a minister and a man prominent among the citizens of his native county. Of his eight children, three boys
entered the ministry and one girl became the wife of a minister. Our subject, one of
the above three, was received into the Virginia Annual Conference of the United
Brethren in Christ, at Edenburg, Va., February 16, 1862, and was appointed to a
charge in Frederick County. He was ordained at Boonsboro, Md., February 22,
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1864, and stationed at Martinsburg, W. Va., after which he served the following
charges: Edenburg, Va., from 1866 to 1868; Churchville, Augusta Co., Va., 1868
to 1871; Boonsboro, Md., 1871 to 1873, and Hagerstown, Md., in 1873, when he
was elected, by the General Assembly of his church, Treasurer of the Home, Frontier
and Foreign Missionary Society of the Church. He was chosen a member of the
General Conference in 1869, and also to the succeeding ones in 1873, 1877 and 1881.
He married Miss Martha A. Ramey, eldest daughter of Presley Ramey, of Hayfield,
Frederick Co., Va., May 31, 1864, and by her has had born to him four daughters,
three now living, and one dead and buried in Dayton, where Mr. Hott has resided
since July, 1873. After serving in the missionary work four years, he was elected
editor of The Religious Telescope, the chief organ of the United Brethren in Christ,
by the General Conference in 1877. To this responsible position he was re-elected in
May, 1881. I n appearance, Mr. Hott is a slender, delicate looking man, with a very
wirey frame, and weighs 120 pounds.
W I L L I A M P. HUFFMAN", banker, Dayton, was born in Dayton, October 18,
1813. His grandfather, William, who was of German descent, and grandmother, of
English descent, emigrated to this country from Holland, some time in the decade
following 1730. and settled in Monmouth County, N. J., where their son William, the
father of our subject, was born May 24, 1769. The latter was married June 14,
1801, to Lydia Knott, who was bom in Monmouth County January 19,1779. Ry
this union they were blessed with five children, one son and four daughters. The
father died on the 23d of January, 1866, and the mother on the 21st of March,
1865. They came West and settled in Dayton, where their only son, William P., was
born. He received a fair English education and read law under Warren Munger,
Esq., not with the intention of adopting that profession, but solely as a means of
acquiring a more thorough business education. Early in 1837, he left the city and
for ten years engaged iu farming. October 18, 1837, he married Anna M., daughter
of Samuel Tate, of Montgomery County, by whom he had ten children, nine of whom
are still living ; of these, William, the oldest, is a stone dealer ; the oldest daughter is the
wife of E. J. Barney, the second daughter, Mrs. James R. Hedges, of New York
City, and the third is tho wife of Mr. Charles E. Drury, cashier of the Second National
Bank of Dayton. In the spring of 1848, he retired from the farm and has since been
engaged in real estate dealing and extensive building operations. He has been prominently identified with a number of local enterprises, among which are the " Third
Street Railway," Dayton & Springfield Turnpike, Cooper Hydraulic Company, and the
Second National Bank, of which he was an organizer and is now President. He was a
War Democrat, but is not a strong partisan, looking to principles rather than parties.
He was formerly connected with the Second Baptist Church, but in 1878 became one
of the constituting members of the Linden Avenue Baptist Church. For fifteen years
he has been a member of the Board of Trustees of Dennison University, at Granville,
Ohio. He is a man of clear, sound, practical judgment, and is exceedingly careful and
reliable in all business transactions, as his success in life will attest. As a man of
integrity and moral worth, he has been recognized as a strong factor in molding the
Christian sentiment of the community of which he has been so long a worthy and
respected citizen.
W I L L I A M HUFFMAN, stone dealer, Dayton. This gentleman, who is a son
ot William P. Huffman, whose name appears elsewhere in this work, was born September 5, 1838, in Mad River Township, Montgomery County, on the hill where camp
Corwin was located in 1862. He received his education in the private schools of
Dayton until he arrived at the age of sixteen ; he then went on his father's stock farm
in Greene County, where he remained until 1868, when he returned to Dayton and
engaged as a contractor for cut-stone work. In 1875, he commenced quarrying stone,
having three large quarries in Van Duren Township, and in this business he still continues He was married, January, 3, 1862, to Miss Emily Huston, daughter of Israel
and Elizabeth Huston, of Montgomery County. They have had eleven children, six
boys and five girls, of whom four boys and four girls still survive. Mr. Huffman was
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a member of the Council from 1871 to 1875, and President of the same body in 1874.
He was a member of school board for 1878-79-80. He is a member of Dayton
Lodge, I . 0. O. F., and of the Masonic Order, being one of the first of the latter
fraternity to take the Scottish Rite degree. He is an affable gentleman of easy manners, and is accounted one of Dayton's solid business men.
»
REV. JOHN R. HUGHES, minister, Dayton. More fortunate than many people
of to-day, our subject is able to trace his ancestry back to his great-grandfather, William
Hughes, who was born in Wales in 1723, and died at the advanced age of one hundred
years. His son, Rowland, the grandfather of our subject, was also born in the old
country, but came to America in early childhood, and took up his residence in York
County, Penn., where he continued until his death, which occurred January 4, 1779.
He was married twice, having by his first wife three children and by his second six.
Rev. Thomas Edgar Hughes, who was the sixth child by his second wife, was born in
York County, Penn., April 7, 1769. He graduated from Princeton College, New Jersey, in 1796, and was ordained to the work of the Gospel ministry in the Presbyterian
Church in 1799. He died May 2, 1838, in the seventieth year of his life. He
was the father of ten children—three daughters and seven sons. Four of the
latter became ministers of the Gospel. The subject hereof is the youngest of the
ten children. He was born in Beaver County, Penn., March 17, 1819. He
graduated at Washington College, Penn., in 1845, and finished his Theological studies
at the Western Theological Seminary, Allegheny City, Penn., in 1848. He was pastor
of Rehoboth Church, Westmorland County, Penn , from November, 1849, until December, 1864, and Principal of Blairsville Ladies' Seminary from April 1, 1865, until July
24, 1867. He took pastoral charge of East (now Memorial) Presbyterian Church,
Dayton, Ohio, Nov. 24, 1879, in which capacity he still continues. He married Miss
Ann Caroline Stewart, daughter of David Stewart, Esq., of Colerain, Huntingdon Co.,
Penn., Oct. 16, 1851, and by her has had six children, two of whom died in early
childhood.
REV. JOHN KEMP, minister, Dayton, was born in Butler County, Ohio, August 29, 1813. His parents were John Kemp, a minister, who was born in Berks
County, Penn., December 24, 1779, and died February, 1865, and Elizabeth (Zeller)
Kemp, also a native of Berks County, born August 24, 1781, aud died in Butler
County, in 1852. They were the descendants of an old German family that came to
America some time between 1650 and 1655. Our subject's parents were married in
Montgomery County where they both located about 1806. They afterward moved to
Butler County, where their first child was born. They had eight children, six girls
and two boys. They alternated from Butler County to Montgomery County for a long
time, but made their permanent residence in the latter county about 1860. John, the
subject hereof, attended the subscription schools that existed in Ohio before the Siate
adopted the present district school system. The higher branches and sciences he
studied without a teacher, as he also did theology. He was married September 18,
1823, to Martha Clawson, daughter of Andrew Clawson, of Butler County, who died
in February, 1844, leaving four children, two boys and two girls. He was again married in September, 1852, to Ann Williamson, daughter of Peter Williamson, of New
Jersey, by whom he has had three children, two boys and one girl. Mr. Kemp entered the ministry of the United Brethren Church in 1849, the time previous to that
having been spent in farming and keeping a general store in Butler County. His first
charge was the Mount Pleasant Circuit, of Hamilton County. He has filled the office
of Presiding Elder for many years while in Butler County. He was also Missionary
Treasurer and Agent of the Missionary Society and is now a member of the board and
chairman of the executive committee of the Missionary Society. He is also a director
and the agent of the United Brethren Union Biblical Seminary, to which he made a
donation of $10,000 in land toward its organization. He is a hard-working and worthy
minister of the church of his choice, having attended all the general conferences
for thirty-five years, and all the meetings of the Missionary Board since its organization, with the exception of one meeting of each. Of his children by his second
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wife, one is a graduate of the Cincinnati Eclectic College of Medicine, and is now
practicing in Dayton ; the other son, S. E. Kemp, is a graduate of Ottoman University,
at Westerville, Ohio, and of the Ann Arbor (Mich.) Law School, and is now an attorney of Dayton. Of his children by his first wife, the eldest was kicked to death by a
horse when eighteen years old; the next is a carpenter of Dayton; one daughter is Mrs.
Jacob Walters, wife of the manager of the Globe Iron Works, of Cincinnati, and the
other is the wife of George Parks, a farmer of Illinois.
W I L L I A M K I E F A B E R , merchant, Dayton, one of the active and enterprising business men of Dayton, was born in Elizabetht'own, Lancaster County, Penn.,
May 22, 1844. His parents were John and Josephine (Lipp) Kiefaber, natives of
Germany. The family located at Dayton just prior to the late civil war. Our subject
received the usual common school education, and on the breaking-out of the war, when
but a boy, enlisted, in October, 1861, as a private in Company E, First Regiment Ohio
Volunteer Infantry, and served in that organization for a period of three years, being
discharged with the company in October, 1864. He participated in many of the battles
and skirmishes in which the regiment was engaged, among which were Shiloh, Bridge
Creek, Stone River, Lookout Mountain, Chattanooga, Mission Ridge and Buzzard's
Roost. In February, 1866, Mr. Kiefaber opened a grocery on the southwest corner of
2d and St. Clair streets, on a borrowed capital of $300. His store was stocked meagerly, but being endowed with business tact accompanied with other requisites for its proper use, he has from year to year increased his stock and added to its several departments,
until to-day the business firm of William Kiefaber & Bro. is second to none of its kind
in the city. The firm is William and Harry C. Kiefaber, who are importers of fancy
groceries, fruits, wines, brandies, etc., and shippers of vegetables, berries, fresh oysters,
fresh fish, etc. Their place of business is located at No. 118 East Third ätreet. Our subject is identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, belonging to Wayne
Lodge No. 10. He is also a member of the society of Sharp Shooters of Dayton.
CHARLES F. K I M M E L , miller, Dayton, born in Dayton, Ohio, October 15,
1843, and is a son of Augustus B. and Johanna L. Kimmel, who emigrated from Prussia and settled in Dayton, in 1843. In April, 1861, he enlisted in the First Ohio Volunteer Infantry and served in different regiments during the war of the rebellion, b ung
mustered out of service July 7, 1865, at Springfield, 111. After the close of the war, he
traveled extensively over the South as well as all the Western States and Territories,
crossing the American plains, Great American Desert and Rocky Mountains six different times. He has traveled upwards of 65,000 miles; on water, 21,000; on foot,
1,600 ; on cars, 38,000. Upon the 27th of November, 1870, he returned and located
in Dayton. September 26, 1871, he was married to Miss Kate Ann Stephens, daughter of John G. Stephens, of Greenville, Ohio, by whom he had three children, viz. :
Hattie P., Willomette — and Elmer Ellsworth.
ADAM KNECHT, superintendent of market, Dayton, was born in Dayton,
March 22, 1837. His parents, Adam Knecht, a native of Rhine Byrne, Germany,
and Rosina (Shiesley) Knecht, a native of Badisch, Germany, came to this country in
1834, and were married in Philadelphia in the same year. The father died in 1873,
leaving his widow, who still survives, and a family of eight children—five boys and
three girls. Our subject attended the German common schools of Dayton until seventeen years of age, when he graduated, after which for five years he kept books for his
father, who then kept a hotel, and then clerked for Nauerth & Son until the breakingout of the war, when he received a commission of First Lieutenant in Company A,
Fifty-second Ohio Volunteer Infantry, which he recruited. He served three years,
passing through the engagements of Perryville, Stone River, Mission Ridge, Ohickamauga, Kenesaw Mountain, Chattahoochie River, Peach Tree Creek and Atlanta, at
the latter place having his right foot taken off by the explosion of a shell. He
received his discharge at Nashville, and after his return home was elected Superintendent of the Markets, to serve eight years. At the expiration of this time, he commenced keeping a restaurant, after which he served two years as Deputy Sheriff, aud
in 1881 was again elected Superintendent of the Markets, in which capacity he still
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continues. He was married, October 25, 1859, to Miss Nettie Ross, daughter of
Robert Ross, of Dayton, who died in 1867 without issue. He again married October
25, 1878, Miss Fannie King, daughter of Stacey King, by whom he had two children,
viz. : Nettie Rosina and Ella P. Mr. Knecht is a member of the Bed Men, Ancient
Order United Workingnien, Orand Army and Old Guards. He served seven years
in the old Independent Volunteer Fire Company. He is also a member in good standing of the Lutheran Church.
JOSEPH KREBS, merchant, Dayton, was born in Bavaria, Germany, October
5, 1842, and emigrated to America, with his parents, at the age of four years. After
receiving a limited education in the Catholic school of Dayton, he commenced market
gardening, which he followed for ten years. In 1869, he came into Dayton and opened
a grocery, flour and feed store, in which business he has since continued, with the exception of two years, in which he kept a shoe store. He had built two storerooms
and by his polite and affable treatment of patrons he has established a large and prosperous trade. He was married in 1869 to Elizabeth Hochwalt, daughter of George
Houhwalt, of Dayton, by whom he has had nine children, six of whom are livin«-, viz. :
Clara, Josephine, Joseph, Bertha, Karl H. and Anna R., the latter being the surviving
one of twins.
CAPT. JOHN ULRICH KREIDLER, Superintendent of Street Railroad, Dayton, was born October 31, 1832, in Greenmettstetten, 0. A. Horb Wurtemberg, Germany. His father, Joseph, was born in 18(10, in the above place, where he plied his
trade of blacksmithing until he came to America. His mother, Mary Ann Dettlin»
was also born there in 1799. They had three children, John U., James S. and Mary,'
born iu the order named. The father, with his family, emigrated to America in 1847',
and landed in New York on the 7th of June of that year. He went to the village of
Charlton, Saratoga County, N. Y., where he remained until April, 1848, when he
came to Dayton, where he died in June of the following year, with the cholera. His
wife survived him until 1866, and his son James until 1867. all dying in Dayton.
His daughter Mary is the wife of ex-Street Commissioner Julius We'hner, of Dayton.
Our subject attended the public schools of his native country until thirteen years of a«e,
when he commenced working at blacksmithing with his father, and so continued until'
he came to America. Arriving in Dayton, he quarried stone, drove a canal boat from
Toledo to Cincinnati, and sawed wood for one year, and then learned shoemaking,
under McCutheon & Vogt, at which he worked as journeyman until 1857, when he
became solicitor for the Fireman's Insurance Company, and continued until 1858. In
1858-59, he was on the police force and afterward solicitor for tho Central Insurance
Company, until the breaking-out of the war. At this time, he was a Lieutenant of the
National Guards, but, finding that his company was not going to the war he resigned his
commission and enlisted as a private in Company C, First Ohio Volunteer Infantry,
April 16, 1861, and served four months. He then returned to Dayton and resumed
his business, but in August, 1862, re-enlisted as Captain in Company E, One Hundred and Eighth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, in which he served until December 7, 1862, when his company was captured at Hartsville, Tenn. When he reenlisted, his company presented him with a handsome sword, which he promised them
should never be taken ; wheu taken prisoner he broke this sword in the face of the
enemy, and for this offense he, of all his company, was the only man not paroled. He
endured all the horrors of the rebel prisons at Atlanta and Libby for four months, and
then, April 17, 1863, was exchanged at Annapolis, Md. He continued in the service
until February 10, 1864, when he resigned his command, because the Colonel of his
regiment, who had been tried, convicted and dismissed from the service as a horse-thief,
was re-instated. The Captain had called him and believed him to be a horse-thief, and
couldn t endure the idea oí fighting beside such a man. On his return to Dayton, he
studied book-keeping, and was elected City Clerk in April, 1864. He was re-eleeted
three times, but resigned during his fourth term and engaged in the grocery business.
In M ay, 1868, he was elected First Lieutenant of Police, but was legislated out of office
m the winter following. In the spring of 1869 his successor was elected but never
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qualified, and he was ordered to remain on duty, notwithstanding a number of lawsuits
against him and a conviction for usurpation of office. He continued to draw his pay
under the orders of the Superior Court until 1870, when he was fully vindicated by a
decision of the Supreme Court of the State. In the spring of 1870, he was appointed
Superintendent of the Dayton Street Railroad, Route No. 1, and has since continued
a valuable and efficient officer of that service. He was married, November 28, 1854,
to Miss Rosa Bobe, daughter of John Bobe, a well-known stot>e-mason of Dayton, and
Anna (Hengstler) Bobe, who are still living. By this marriage he was blest with three
boys and two girls, viz. : Edward (who died in 1857), John E., William A., Bosa C.
and Caroline C. Mr. Kreidler was a Captain two years, and Secretary five years, of the
old Deluge Volunteer Fire Company, No. 4. He was also Captain of the Knights of
St. George, the first company of uniformed Catholics in the United States. His
checkered career has given him a knowledge of men that well fits him for the office he
now occupies, where he has a great many men under him. In the above, we have
neglected to say that from 1857 to 1860, he studied law with D. W. Iddings, and became an active Notary, but never applied for admission to the bar.
JACOB KUNZ, SR., barber, Dayton, is the son of Phillip and Catharine Margaret (King) Kunz, natives of Bozen Bark, province of Rhine Byrne, Bavaria. They
were the parents of six children, three girls and three boys. The father, who was born
in 1800, died at the age of sixty-five years, and the mother died in 1863, aged sixtyfour years. Jacob, our subject, came to America with one brother, in 1845, and
landed in New York, from whence he went to New Orleans, but shortly afterward returned to New York. He soon after located in Sandusky, Ohio, and in 1848 came to
Dayton, where he worked in a barber shop for two and a half years, after which he
opened a shop of his own. He was married January 18, 1852, to Louisa Catharine
Ficht, daughter of Frederick Ficht, of Dayton, by whom he had ten children, six
boys and four girls, of whom five boys and three girls now survive. Mr. Kunz has
been a great traveler in his time, having in his youth traversed tho whole of France
and Switzerland, and in his riper years a large portion of the United States. He was
the Coroner of Montgomery County from 1872 to 1876 inclusive. He is a member of
Schiller Lüdge, I . O. O. F., that being the only secret organization to which he now
belongs.
DANIEL C. L A R K I N , City Fire Deptrtment, Dayton. Among the many important positions in the city of Dayton, none is more responsible than the one held by
our subject. As a General in war guards our lives and property from the hands of the
enemy, so he in peace guards lives, property, and loved ones from the ravages of that
tell destroyer, fire. Daniel was born in the city of Sandusky, Ohio, July 29, 1849. He
is a son of Thomas and Ann (Ryan) Larkin; he is a native of Connecticut, and she
of Ireland. ^Thomas was killed by the explosion of a locomotive, near Sandusky, Ohio,
Juno 4, 1875. He had been an engineer on the C. S. & C. R. R. some thirty years.
His regular engine was in the shop for repairs. He was sent out with an old, inferior
engine, and when about two miles from home it exploded, killing Mr. Larkin instantly.
Daniel attended school until fourteen years old, when he entered the car shops of the C. S.
& C. R. R., where he worked two years as an apprentice, and then went on the road
as fireman. When he was eighteen years old he was promoted to engineer, and given
charge of the construction train and some thirty men, over which he had entire control.
After running said trun quite a while he was promoted to an engiue on the road running regular trips. In August, 1872, he resigned his position on the O, S. & C. aud
accepted one on the O, O, C. & I., and continued with the same, running the Dayton
Accommodation between Dayton and Cincinnati, until 1875, when he quit railroading^ on account of the death of his father), and accepted a positiou with Kneisley &
Mcintire, of Dayton, taking charge of their line of drays, and at the dissolution of
said firm, continued with Mr. Kneisley, and when Mr. Mcintire opened his store took
charge of the draying for both firms. In July, 1880, he was appointed Chief Engineer
of the Dayton Fire Department. He was married, May 26, 1875, to Miss Anna Hartnett, daughter of Moses and Julia Hartnett. They have three children, viz.- Morris
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May A. and Thomas. Mrs. Larkin was born in Dayton, January 10, 1856. During
Mr. Larkin's service on the railroad he never had an accident to his train on account of
neglect on his part.
DR. CHARLES H. L E A M A N , dentist, Dayton, is the sixth child of Nathaniel
and Clarissa H . W. Leaman. He was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, June 24, 1845, on
the north side of Fifth street, between Walnut and Main, where the new custom house
is being erected. A t the age of fourteen years, he left school and went to work in
Meader& Co.'s furniture warerooms, where he remained six months, after which his
father obtained for him a situation in J. W. Gordon's drug store, corner of Eighth and
Central avenue, where he clerked until June 24, 1861, when he received the appointment of Surgeon's Steward in the U. S. gunboat " Pittsburgh," a heavy iron-clad, carrying a 100-pound Dahlgrene, three bow guns, four 64-pounders and two 32-pounders on
the broadside, and two 32-pounder stern guns. His vessel, with Commodore Foote's
and others, proceeded under orders up the Cumberland River to attack Fort Donelson.
In the engagement that followed the " Pittsburgh " had two men mortally wounded, and
received several shots, one of which, a 128-pound solid iron ball, penetrated the bow,
causing the vessel to sink just outside the range of the enemy's guns. Here, with three
feet of water on the .gundeck, Dr. Leaman stayed all night attending the wounded,
until ho almost perished with cold. They were raised next day and the crew transferred to the " Mound City," while the " Pittsburgh " was being repaired. The Doctor
served as Surgeon's Steward until 1863, when he came home and stayed seven days,
but receiving the appointment of Master's Mate again entered the navy. He left Cincinnati on the gunboat " Glyde " to New Orleans, where he received orders to report to
Rear Admiral Porter, and afterward to Rear Admirals Davis and Lee. He was in
nineteen heavy engagements and received one wound in the head. While in the navy,
he conceived a liking for dentistry and studied it during that time. He received his
final discharge in 1865 and came to Dayton to study dentistry with Dr. L. Hubbard,
with whom he stayed until 1867, when he commenced traveling for " Crook's Wine of
Tar," but returned to his profession, and March 1, 1868, entered into partnership with
Dr. A. Sheets. January 1, 1869, this partnership was dissolved by mutual consent,
and he began practicing for himself on Third street, east of the canal, where he continued until 1878, when he removed to his present handsome and commodious rooms
on the southwest corner of Third and St. Clair streets. May 23, 1867, he was united
in marriage to tho eldest daughter of Dr. 0. Crooks.
L Y M A N VV. LELAND, of the firm of Leland & Dougherty, boiler-makers, Dayton, was born at East Douglass, Worcester County, Mass., in June, 1817. His father,
Oliver Leland, was a millwright by trade, and-a general mechanic of undisputed ability,
tie built large grist-mills at Oxford, and for many years was prominently identified
with the milling interests of the Bay State. Mr. Leland spent the first seven years of
his life at IJxbridge. His parents then removed to a farm near Sutton, where our subject remained till eighteen years of age, receiving but a limited education. In the latter
year he went to Worcester, Mass., and learned the trade of a general machinist. In
1840 he entered the employ of Bradley & Rice, the employers of probably the second
largest car works in the Union. After remaining with this firm nearly five years, Mr.
Leland went to Springfield, Mass., and accepted a similar position with Dean, Packard
& Mills, in tho same business. A year later the firm made an assignment and closed up
business. Mr. P. came to Dayton to engage with E. Thresher, now retired, who, with
E. E. Barney, established the present Barney & Smith car works, and sent for machinery formerly used by Dean, Packard & Mills, at Springfield, Mass. About a year after the
commencement of the new car works, Mr. Packard needed a trusty and competent man
in his machine shop. He sent for Mr. Leland, who accepted the position, and in September, 1852, took charge of tho entire machinery department of the now famous car
works. He remained in that important position until 1871, faithfully and honestly
discharging the manifold duties resting upon him with ability and dispatch during the
long term of twenty-one years, nearly a quarter of a century. To Mr. Leland may be
attributed the model of neatness and good working order of the machinery in that de-
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partment at the present time. Mr. Leland's long term of hard service had seriously
impaired his health, and one year was spent in traveling over the West, seeking recreation and health, away from the dull routine of business life. In 1873, he became
connected with James Dougherty in his present business, a history of which will be
found in the chapter of manufacturing industries. In early life, Mr. Leland was a
music teacher, and, upon coming to Dayton was solicited by the Wayne Street Church
to take possession of its school. He led the singing two winters, and then organized
the choir of the First Baptist Church, which he led for fifteen years. For his generous
services the choir presented him with a gold-headed cane as a token of their friendship
aud esteem. Mr. Leland and family are members of this latter denomination.
JACOB F. LENTZ, retired farmer, Dayton. Jacob F. Lentz was born in the
Kingdom of Wirtenberg, Germany, November 28, 1806. He is a son of Jacob and
Fredericka Lentz, both natives of Germany. I n 1816, the father, mother and four
children, viz., Jacob F., Fredericka, Elizabeth and Barbary, set sail for America. After
being taken hither and thither on the ocean at the mercy of the officers, instead of
landed in America. They were shipwrecked on the west coast of Norway, nine months
from the time they started from Germany. They were kindly taken care of by the
citizens of Bergen, and lay in the hospital there one year and ten days, when they again
took passage for America, and at the end of two months landed at Baltimore, Md.,
where the father, mother, Jacob F. and Fredericka, were apprenticed sufficient time to
pay their passage, which was $30 each for father and mother, and $15 each for Jacob
and Fredericka. Elizabeth died on the ocean, and Barbary was a babe. Jacob and
Fredericka not only worked long enough to pay their own passage, but took one-half
from both father and mother's share of their passage. Jacob worked eight years at the
potter trade, and Fredericka six years at house work. The father and mother after
having served their time, being about six months, were released, when they moved to
Cumberland County, Penm, where they lived about eight years, and then removed to
Montgomery County, Ohio, where they lived the remainder of their natural lives. The
father died at the age of eighty-seven years, and the mother at the age of eighty-two
years. After Jacob (the subject of this sketch), served his eight years, and completed
his trade, he also came to Montgomery County, Ohio, to his parents, in 1830. After
stopping a short time in Dayton, he went to Germantown, where he remained a short
time, and then to Warren County, Ohio, where he entered into partnership with Isaac
Benner in the potter trade. After remaining here a short time, he sold out, and removed to Preble County, Ohio, and then to Montgomery in 1832, where he purchased
a farm, carrying on the pottery in connection with farming. In 1858, he sold his farm
(what is now the Soldier's Home), and moved into Dayton, and engaged in the real
estate business, in connection with Mr. Applegate. He was one of the incorporators
of the Home Avenue Railroad, was also one of its directors five years, and Secretary
and Treasurer of the same four years, of the five he was Director. He was married
May, 6, 1830, to Sophia Schweitzer. They have five children, viz., Cyrus, Charlotte
(now Mrs. Daniel Johnson), Harriet (now Mrs. Jacob Shoemaker). Margaret (now
Mrs. C. Stimson), and Jacob F., Jr. Mr. Lentz has been a faithful member of the
Lutheran Church since his seventeenth year ; was an elder of the church in Dayton for
quite a number of years. His school days were altogether sixteen months, two months
each year while he was an apprentice. But by improving his leisure moments by reading
good books, he has gained a very fair education, and is well informed on all leading topics.
The present site of the Soldiers' Home is due mainly to his recommendation of the
place. He has now retired from active business, having been a hard-working, industrious man. He has also taken pride in sustaining his character, which has always been
above reproach.
JOSEPH LIGHT, Superintendent Gas Works, Dayton, is a son of George Light,
a native of the South of England, and Ann (Rutherford) Light, a native of the north
of England, who were married in London, and had twelve children, seven girls and five
boys, of which Joseph was the youngest. He was born in London June 16, 1833, and
until thirteen years of age attended the pay schools in his native city. He afterward
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worked in a factory, where gas machinery was made, until nineteen years of age, when
he emigrated to America, and after landing in New York, came straight to Cincinnati,
Ohio, where he remained three years. In 1855, he was engaged as Superintendent of
the Dayton Gas Works, and in that capacity, came to this city where he has since superintended the works of the above-named company. In 1855, he married Catharine
Lee, daughter of Richard Lee, of Cincinnati, and by her has had six children, three
girls' and°three boys. Mr. Light is a man of thorough business qualities, understands
his work perfectly, and during his twenty-seven years of service here, has given the
best possible satisfaction. He is a member of the Park Presbyterian Church, aud of
the following societies : I . O. 0. P. Masonic, Knights of Pythias and Knights of
Honor.
JOSEPH E. LOWES, physican, Dayton, Ohio. Among the men who merit a
place in tho history of this county, none are more worthy than Dr. Lowes, who came
among us fresh from the lecture room, and by close attention to business and professionafworth, has established a practice second to none of his school in the city. His
father, John, called by the Indians " Honest John," was born in Cumberland County,
Eng., in 1811, and came to Canada a short time before the "Six Nation" war. After remaining here six years, he returned to England, where he married Miss Isabella Bateman, of Cumberland County, and with her again came to America, settling in Brantford, Brant County, Ont,., where he still resides. He was the father of five boys and
seven girls, of whom our subject was born July 25, 1848, in Onondaga, an Indian valley close to Brantford, where' his father was at that time engaged in farming. Ho was
educated in the common and high schools of Brantford, and then took a years' private
instruction under an eminent Irish teacher, named Moore. He was only twelve years
old when he entered high school and commenced the study of the higher branches of
literal ure and the sciences, and at fifteen he graduated therefrom with the highest
honors. A t sixteen years of age, he commenced reading medicine in Brantford with
Prof. Allen, and afterward attended lectures in Cleveland Homoeopathic Medical College, where Prof. Allen was Professor of Anatomy. A t twenty, he completed his medical
course and graduated, but could not get his certificate, which was withheld until he
arrived at age. During the year intervening, he entered the office of Dr. S. A. Boynton as partner. In 1868, he came to Dayton, where he entered into a partnership with
Dr. Bosler, who died five months thereafter, leaving his practice to our subject, who
has ably conducted it since with the best success. In the fall of 1868, he was married
to Dr. Bosler's daughter, Meloezene, by whom he had one child—a daughter. His
wife died in 1870, and in 1879 he was again married to Emma Jane Robbins, daughter of Ira Robbins, of Union County, Ohio. By her he also had a daughter born
December 1,1879. Dr. Lowes has the reputation of being the best Homoeopathic physician in the county, and the best surgeon in the county, with a single exception. He is
a Republican, and has always taken an active part in politics. He was Vice President
of the School Board for five years ; was a member of the County and City Republican Central Committees, and Surgeon of the Fourth Regiment. He has always been
an active, influential and energetic partisan leader.
THOMAS 0. LOWE, Dayton, lawyer and ex-Judge of the Superior Court of
Montgomery County, was born in Batavia, Clermont Co., Ohio, February 11, 1838;
is a son of Col. John W. Lowe, of the Twelfth Ohio Infantry, who was killed at the
battle of Carnifex, W. Va., September 10, 1861. Judge Lowe is a grandson of Judge
Owen Fishback, of Clermont County, Ohio, and great-grandson of John Fishback,
who fought under Morgan at the battle of the Cowpens, South Carolina, in tho war
which resulted in the independence of the colonies. The boyhood days of our subject
were spent in Batavia, Ohio, where he acquired his primary education to such a degree,
as to fit him for " Farmers College," near Cincinnati, at the age of fourteen. From the
year 1852 to 1854, he diligently and judiciously applied himself in that institution of
learning, when it was under the Presidency of Freeman Cary and tho venerable Dr.
Bishop who was professor of Political Economy and History. In May, 1855, he came
to Dayton, and entered the banking house of Ellis & Sturge, of Cincinnati, with
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whom he remained until their failure in November of the same year. The study of
law was then taken up under the direction of his father, Col. John W. Lowe, and the
summer of 1856 accepted a position in the bank of W. B. Shepard & Co., of Nashville,
Tenn and January 1, 18—, took a better and more lucrative position m the bank of
Middle Tennessee, at Lebanon. He adhered to the study of law while supporting himself in the employment of the above-named banks ; returned to Dayton in July, 1857,
and on November, 11, of the same year, his nuptial was celebrated with Miss Martha,
eldest daughter of the late
Harshman, Esq., of Dayton. The issue of this
union is four children, of whom two survive, one son in his twentieth year and a daughter in her twelfth year. The Judge has continuously resided in Dayton since his marriage He was admitted to the bar on Gen. Washington's birthday, 1859, but continued
in the banking business until May, 1862, when he first began the practice of his profession.
On January 1, 1861, he was appointed by the County Commissioners as County Auditor,
to fill a vacancy caused by the death of B. M. Ayres. This office he filled until March
1,1865, when he resumed the practice of law, to which he was devoted until the October
election'of 1870, when he was elected Judge of the Superior Court of Montgomery County, which position he filled with undoubted ability for the full term of five years. At the
expiration of his term in Julv, 1876, ho the second time resumed the practice of law,
and is located on the northeast corner of Third and Jefferson streets. During his residence in Tonuessee, he was kindly treated by prominent gentlemen of political standing,
such as John Bell, ex-Gov. William B. Campbell, Robert Hatton and others, and became a very enthusiastic member of the " Crittenden and Bell" party that endeavored
in the border States to avert the inevitable conflict between the North and South.
After the outbreak of the war, he became a member of the Democratic party, and received from it the official honors above mentioned. In March, 1855, he joined the
Third Street Presbyterian Church, but on his return from Tennessee connected himself
with the First Presbyterian Church, and in 1872 went with others to the assistance of
Park Street Presbyterian Church, which was then in difficulty, and to which church he
still adheres. He was one of the organizing members of the Young Men's Christian
Association, and has ever been an active and valuable member in all enterprises tending
to the elevation and progress of the rising generation.
E. B. LYON, manufacturer, Dayton, is a descendant of one of the old Puritan
families of Massachusetts. His grandfather, Peter Lyon, was born and raised in Massachusetts, and was there twice married, once to a Miss Severn, a daughter of one of
the first families, and the second time to Miss
. By these two marriages he
had ten children. The father of our subject was of the issue by the second wife,
and was born in Massachusetts in 1813. He was a paper rnaker by trade, and
followed this business until his death, being the third generation of his family in the
same trade. He was married in Newton, Mass., to Sarah Hager, by whom he had
born to him one daughter and four sons. He came West with his family during the
war of the rebellion and settled in Middletown, Ohio, to work at his trade, but left
there in a short time and went to Indianapolis, Ind., where he died in October, 1864.
Our subject was born in Chaplin, Windham Co., Conn., December 17, 1840, and spent
his youth in the common school of his county. At sixteen years of age, he began clerking in a store, whore he remained until November, 1861, when he enlisted in Company
K, Twenty-fourth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers. He was in the engagements
at Roanoke Island, New Berne, N . O, and all through Burnside's expedition and the
South Carolina campaign. His regiment was also in the Forlorn Hope charge on
Morris Island, and at the capture of the works in front of Fort Wagner, where each
man in Companies K and F had to carry two shovels and a pick in addition to their
arms. Mr. Lyon was also on provost duty at St. Augustine and Jacksonville, Fla.,
and in the campaign of the Army of the James, through all their hard fighting. He
was discharged November 8, 1861, the day after the battle of Chapin's Farm, and,
after spending a month in Boston, came to Dayton, where his brother was living, and
where his father was buried. He was married in April, 1866, to Ella Maria Broadwell, of Dayton, who bore him three daughters, two now living. When he came to
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Dayton in 1864, he worked in a paper-mill for a time and then became receiving clerk
in a freight depot, after which he commenced the manufacture of slats aud trunk material, in which he is still engaged. He is a member of the Knights of Honor and
Old Guards. Before the redistricting of the city, he was elected Councilman from the
Fourteenth Ward, he being a stanch Republican and the ward being strongly Democratic. He was ousted from office by the abolishment of his ward.
GEORGE W. MALAMBRE, Dayton, was born in Baltimore, Md., May 20,1827.
His father removed with his family to Dayton in April, 1836, in a one-horse wagon,
being four weeks on the journey ; has lived in Dayton ever since with the exception of
a short residence in Maryland from July, 1865, to October, 1868 ; in boyhood attended
the common schools of the city and then at the old Dayton Academy preparing for college ; entered the Junior class at Miami University in October, 1846, where he remained
till the latter part of January, 1848, and February of the same year entered the senior
class at Center College, Danville, Ky., and graduated there in June, 1848 ; immediately
oaino horns and entered upon the study of law with the late W. J. McKinney, who
was then Clerk of the Courts of Montgomery County ; in July, 1850, was admitted to
the bar by the old Supreme Court on the circuit at Maumee City, then the county
seat of Lueas County—the present Chief Justice of the United States and the distinguished and eccentric Spink, of Perrysburg, being ou the Committee of Examination ;
commenced the practice of law in Dayton, and has ever since continued in the practice ;
was chosen City Clerk of the city of Dayton in 1851, and was continued in that office
till April, 1855, when he declined a re-appointment; June 2, 1856, was elected to fill
a vacancy in the Council from the Fourth Ward ; since then has held no office of any
kind ; on the breaking-out of the c vil war he, for about a year, edited the Union
Democrat.
ALBERT C. MARSHALL, manufacturer, Dayton. The subject of this sketch
is a member of three large business firms of Dayton—senior member of Marshall,
Graves & Co., manufacturers, Marshall & Baker, hardware merchants, and Cotterill,
Fenner & Co., manufacturers of tobacco. He was born at Connellsville, Penn., in 1841.
His father was Samuel Marshall, who came to Dayton in 1842, and became a member
of the firm of Gebhart & Marshall, stone manufacturers, and pioneers among the manufacturers of the Valley City. Mr. Marshall quit school at the age of sixteen years,
after having spent three years as a clerk. At the age of seventeen he purchased a
stock of hardware, and located in business in that part of Dayton called " Oregon,"
being a pioneer merchant in that part of the city. Although a young man, his natural
business traits and energetic nature soon placed him among the solid business men of
that day, and his business has steadily increased to the present time. In 1875, John
F. Baker was admitted as a partner, and the firm became Marshall & Baker, under
which name it has since done business. Mr. Marshall became interested in the firm of
Cotterill & Fenner, and soon after the firm name was changed to Cotterill, Fenner &
Co. He has since devoted almost his entire time and attention to this branch of business. In 1879, he purchased the stock and trade of the Dayton Machine Co., and in
1880 Henry 0. Graves bought a half-interest, changing the firm name to Marshall,
Graves & Co. This firm ranks among the prominent manufacturing industries of
Dayton. Mr. Marshall was united in marriage in 1864, to Laura Zeller, a native of
Cincinnati. They have two children—Bessie and Harry. Mr. Marshall and wife are
members of the Third Street Presbyterian Church. Having been identified with the
early growth of the eastern part of the city, Mr. Marshall's real estate operations have
proven very profitable. He has toiled early and late since commencing a mercantile
career, and by his own individual efforts has succeeded in winning a place among the
solid and substantial business men of the " Rochester of Ohio." The houses with which
he is connected occupy the front rank in business circles. A detailed history of Mr.
Marshall's business career might justly be termed "a record of a busy life."
FRANCIS J. McCORMICK, merchant, Dayton, was born in Ross common, Ireland, November 25, 1843. His father, Frank McCormick, was born in the
above place in 1798, and died there March, 1848. His mother, Elizabeth (Cox) Me-
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Cormiek, was born in the same place in 1803. Francis J., our subject, came to
America with his mother in 1818, and after a two years' residence in Boston, moved to
Sandusky, Ohio, where they lived until January 9, 1855, when they came to Dayton.
Francis attended the common schools of the city for three years, after which he served
as railroad fireman and engineer twenty years. At the expiration of this time, he
opened his present store on Jefferson street, where he keeps a very large and handsome stook of all kinds of gas aud lamp fixtures, and plumbing material. He was
married, January 31, 1870, to Miss Bridget Gibbons, daughter of Martin and Ellen
Gibbons, natives of Ireland, but now, residing in Nirthern Ohio. As a result of this
union they have had the following children : Frank, Elizabeth, William (since deceased),
and Martin. Mr. McCormick was a member of the City Council from 1878 to 1882'
and is a consistent member of St. Joseph's Catholic Church.
JOHN J. M C I L H E N L V E Y " , physician, Dayton, was born in Adams County,
Penn., Sept. 24, 1813. His parents, Samuel Mcllhenney and Sarah Hunter, became
pioneers of Brown County, Ohio, in 1814. Of a family of eleven children, our subject
is the only surviving son. At the age of fifteen, he was left fatherless, and thrown
entirely upon his own resources. He at once entered a printing office, and followed
that trade for about four years, during which time he acquired more valuable practical
knowledge than at any other period of his life. He then spent a short time at a manual
labor school in Hanover, Ind., where he earned his way by chopping wood. Having
chosen medicine as his profession, ho commenced study at the age of twenty, in Georgetown, Brown Co., Ohio ; attended medical lectures in Cincinnati, and began practice°in
Brown County iu the spring of 1836. In the following year, he moved to Fairfield,
Greene Co., Ohio, where he remained eighteen years. In 1843, he became an alumnus
of the Willoughby University, near Cleveland, Ohio, now the Starling Medical College
at Columbus, Ohio. In May, 1855, he located in Dayton, which has since been has
residence. May, 1856, he was appointed Superintendent and Physician of the Dayton
Insane Asylum, and so remained for six years, duriug which time the duties which devolved upon him were discharged with remarkable precision and success. No man ever
left an institution with a better record. His patients were much attached to him, and
his employes, to this day, regard him with a degree of kindness seldom equaled. ' For
three years subsequently, he was in professional service in the United States Navy, acting as surgeon in the Mississippi Squadron. He then returned to Dayton, and has
since been in active practice, and occupies a leading rank in the medical" profession of
his adopted city. He was, in connection with a few others, one of the originators of
the Ohio State Medical Society, and has continued a member of the same. In politics,
formerly a Whig, upon the organization of the Republican party he espoused its
principles, and subsequently became a liberal Republican, being a great friend to Horace
Greeley, but now votes Independently. Religiously, he is a Free Thinker. Personally^ he is a man of strong, independent feelings, very decided in his connections,
and plain and positive in the expression of his views. Though in his sixty-eighth year,
he possesses the activity and vigor of a man much younger, and still commands a very
extensive, successful and lucrative practice.. He has ever been noted for great conscientiousness and signal promptness and fidelity in the discharge of his professional
duties, without regard to their recompense. No worthy poor ever left his office without some professional assistance, while his disinterested benevolence, genial manners,
and kindness of heart, have won for him tho highest esteem of his numerous patrons!
On April 26, 1837, he married Pauline J., daughter of Rev. Robert and Rowena
(Polsley) Graham, and has had four sons, the youngest of whom was drowned in a
cistern while an infant. The others received a good English education, graduated from
the Cleveland Medical College, and are now practicing physicians—Scipio Solon, at
Helena, Montana Territory ; Julius Leonidas is associated with his father in Dayton.
Ohio, and Cassius A lams Mcllhenney, is located at Zimmermanville, Greene Co Ohio
PATTERSON MITCHELL, Dayton, President of the Dayton Leather and
Collar Co. The grandfather of this well-known and respected citizen, of Dayton was
William Mitchell, a native of Pennsylvania, who there married a Miss Patterson, and
o'
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at an early day with his wife and ten children left the Keystone State for Ohio, floatin" down the river on a flat-boat and landing near the m >uth of the Little Miami—
afterwards, Columbia—which was a few miles above Cincinnati, then only a village.
He purchased land from Gen. Symmes, upon which he settled, but subsequently
removed to a farm on Sycamore Creek, near the Little Miami Biver. He was a soldier
in the Revolutionary war and his pension papers, signed by James Robh, Secretary of
War under President James Madison, are yet in the possession of his descendants. Of
his family of ten children, William, the father of Patterson, was born in Pennsylvania,
September 9 1784; came, as stated, to Ohio with his parents, and here married Mary
Crane, who 'was born in Hamilton County December 26, 1793, and settled on land
adioinin-' his father's. Imbued with the same love of country and spirit of patriotism which his Revolutionary sire had exhibited on the battle-field thirty-six years before,
he shoiildei-edjai^musket in_1812, and went out to fight the same old foe f freedom
àâî3lîberty. He served as a'non-commissioned officer, in Capt. Robinson's company
from Cincinnati, who, while under marching orders, with knapsacks on their backs,
were addressed by the Rev. Joshua L. Wilson, D. D., the pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, who encouraged them to always do their duty. To William and Mary
Mitchell were bom four sons and two daughters, Patterson being the eldest in the
family. He was born in Hamilton County, Ohio, April 21, 1812, and when but twelve
years of a"e his lather died, this event occurring June 21, 1824, leaving the widowed
mother with six small children in charge of the farm, the former dying August 22.
1859. At the age of seventeen, our subject went to learn a trade with John M.
Barnett, of Middletown, Ohio, whose brother Joseph was for many years one of the
prominent citizens of Dayton. Having learned his trade, William Mitchell was soon
after married to Louisa Barnett, daughter of John M. Barnett, the marriage being
consummated October 2, 1834. Of this union three sons and three daughters were
born, viz., William H., Joseph B. (deceased), Mary E., Claude N., Louisa A. and
Belle' J. By the advice of his father in-law, ho commenced in business for himself
soon after marriage, upon a capital of $30, which he continued in Middletown until
the spring of 1853, when he came to Dayton and entered into a copartnership with
Isaac Haa° in the leather and collar manufacturing business, but in the year 1870, he
purchased Mr. Haas' interest, subsequently forming a joint-stock company with some
of the principal operators as stockholders, he being President, and his son, C. N.
Mitchell, Secretary and Treasurer, which organization continues up to the present.
Politically, Mr. Mitchell was an Old-Line Whig, and afterward a Republican, and his
two sons, William H. and Claude 1ST., went out in the defense of the Union, proving
that tho'patriotism of the sire of 1776, had descended to his great-grandchildren
The whole family are members of tho Third Street Presbyterian Church, to which faith
the parents and grandparents of our subject also adhered. Mr. Mitchell has been the
architect of his own good fortune, having risen step by step,'through constant, unremitting industry, until he stands in the foremost rank in the manufacturing arena of the
Miami Valley. Courteous, affable and kind-hearted, he has won and retained the
friendship of a large circle of citizens, who respect his sterling integrity and admire
his shrewd business sagacity.
T. COKE MITCHELL, railroad man, Dayton, was born in Greene County, Unio,
December 31, 1822. In the early part of his life, he was engaged in farming and in
mercantile pursuits, but has for many years been a railroader. He was married to Miss
Jane E. Miller in 1844, and has had by her four children, of whom three are married.
W. M ITTENDORF, minister and editor, Dayton. This gentleman was born in
Oldendorf, in the kingdom of Hanover, December 30, 1830, to Adam and Elizabeth
(Obermiller) Mittendorf. He was married in 1850 to Louise Remmert, a native ot
the same place. I n 1853, he and his wife accompanied his father's family to America.
The family consisted of the parents, three sons and five daughters. They settled in the
iron region near Portsmouth, Ohio, where the father died January 22, 1869, and the
mother°six years afterward. In 1862, while among the iron furnaces, our subject began
preaching, and was soon sent to a charge at Pomeroy. He was raised in the " Old bu>0
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theran " faith, but afterward joined the United Brethren Church with twenty-six others.
Prom Pomeroy he was sent to a eireuit in Hamilton County, Ohio, and from there to
Shelby County, Ohio. While here in 1865, he was regularly ordained by the Conference of his church, which was held at Dayton. He was then sent to Danville, 111., where
he was appointed to translate the chureh history from English to German. June 22,
186!), he came to Dayton and was elected editor of German literature in the U. B.
Church, by the General Conference held that year in Lebanon, Penn. This position he
has since continued to fill. He has seven children—four boys and three girls—uow living, and four boys dead. His wife died January 17, 187:). He has written a work in
German entitled " SpirituaKsm in the Light of the Word of God," and other smaller
books. In 1881, he was appointed by the Church Executive Committee to go to Germany to inspect the missionfieldsof the church, and to hold an annual district conference.
OTTO MOOS BRUGGE LI, editor, Dayton, was born in Wurtemberg, Germany,
in 1839. He is the son of Dr. Med. Alvis Moosbrugger, who was born in Wurtemberg
(where he still lives) in 181.2, and Josephine J. (L^daire) Moosbrugger, who was born
iu Germany in 1808, and died in 1856. They had twelve children, four of whom came
to America, and three to Dayton. Our subject was among the latter number. He was
educated at High School, Tuebingcn, Wurtemberg ; emigrated and settled in Dayton iu
1867, where he has since been engaged in various branches of business. He established
the first daily German paper in Dayton, September 1,1876, in company with his brother,
and is still engaged iu its publication. He was married to Miss Wilhelmina Poehrenbach, of Madison, Ind., in 1869. His paper is looked upou as one of the leading enterprises of the city, and, with its present management, it promises to become still better i f
it meets with the encouragement it merits.
GEORGE NEDER, Dayton. George Neder, Esq., editor and publisher of the
Dayton Daily and Weekly Volkszeituag and Sunday Amanda, emigrated to America
from Germany, landing at New York May 29,1862. He soon afterward located in Buffalo,
N. Y., where he was for some years, employed as local and political editor on the German
newspapers of that city. In the spring of 1866, he removed with his family to Dayton,
where he has since resided. Upon arrival in Dayton, he purchased the Dayton Volkszeiluny, which a few weeks before had been commenced as a weekly paper, but for lack of
enterprise and patronage had suspended a few days before his arrival. Mr. Neder at
once infused new life into the concern, and at once revived the weekly issue, and met
with such encouraging success that, within two weeks, he began the publication of a
semi-weekly, and soon afterward a tri-weekly. In 1876, he ventured upon the publication of the Dayton Daily Volkszeitung, and both daily and weekly have grown to
such size and importance at present, as to be the recognized official German organ of the
city of Dayton and of Montgomery County, and is classed among the leading German
papers of Ohio. Printed from clear-cut, now type, and with a large daily and weekly
circulation, not only in Dayton and Montgomery County, but throughout southwestern
Ohio, they have grown to be very valuable as advertising mediums. The Amanda,
the only Sunday German newspaper in this part of Ohio, was begun January 1, 1881,
and has already grown greatly in popularity and circulation.
ANDREW C. NIXON, leaf-tobacco dealer, Dayton, was born in Carrollton,
Montgomery County, Ohio, April 23. 1811. His grandparents were John and
Elizabeth (Taylor) Nixon, natives of New Jersey, who came to this State at an early
day. His father, A. H. Nixon, was born near Carthage, Hamilton County, Ohio in
1813, and was reared on a farm until fourteen years of age, when he learned the
hatter's trade ; but, being obliged by ill health to give that up, he in 1835 located in
Centerville, Montgomery County, and for three years engaged in the manufacture of
eooper-ware. In the spring of 1838, he removed to Carrollton, where he soon after married Mary A. Cotterill, a native of Brown County, Ohio. Twelve years later, he engaged in the tobacco business, and in 1857 came to Dayton, where he has since resided. He is the father of four children, viz. : Andrew C. ; Mary, wife of A. G.
Pomeroy, of Hartford, Conn ; Emma, wife of John Voorhees, manager of the
Western Union Telegraph Office at Dayton, and Miles. The subject of this sketch
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attended the common schools of his native village until about fourteen years of age,
when he became a studentin the National Normal School at Lebanon, Ohio. He afterward attended Stevenson's Miami College in Miami City, of which the late Robert
Stevenson was Principal. In 1857, he came to Dayton with his family, and has since
resided in the Valley City, being engaged with his father in the leaf-tobacco business.
At the breaking-out of the war, he joined the militia, and was sent to Kentucky during the celebrated Kirby Smith raid. He also went to Hamilton with his company
after John Morgan, the raider ; and still later, his regiment, the One Hundred and
Thirty-first Ohio National Guards, was ordered to West Virginia and Baltimore. The
latter place they garrisoned for nearly three months, during two of which Mr. Nixon
was detached on special duty, having command of the guards at Long Bridge. In
1876, he was elected Councilman from the First Ward, and in 1878 he was elected
Sheriff, on the Republican ticket, by a majority of 379, in the face of a large Democratic majority in the county. He was married, in 1868, to Miss Laura Beck,
daughter of E. G. Beck, of Dayton, by whom he has two sons, aged, respectively,
eight and eleven years. Mr. Nixon is one of the prominent business men of his city,
who warmly supports any enterprise that is for the good of the community in which he
lives. He is a genial, warm-hearted, whole-souled man, highly esteemed by all who
know him, and worthy of universal respect. He is member of the Knights of Pythias
and Old Guards of Dayton.
COL. MICHAEL P. NOLAN, attorney at law, Dayton. This well-known gentleman was born in Dublin, Ireland, June 18, 1823, and the following year his parents
emigrated to the United States, settling in Lancaster County, Penn., removing to
Dayton, Ohio, in 1838, where our subject has since resided. The Colonel's early life
was one of toil and privation, and he has literally " fabricated his own fortune." Without the advantages of schooling in his youth, he learned the trade of carriage making,
•entered a debating society, with which there was connected a good library, for that
day, previous to the era of public libraries. He read extensively the standard authors,
devoted himself to study, and, possessing a good memory, retains the information thus
early acquired, upon which he draws with facility. He commanded a canal boat for
some time when a young man, and in early manhood cultivated habits of industry,
frugality and temperance, which have not deserted him in his more mature years. He
was married December 30, 1847, to Miss Anna Schenek Clark, of Miamisburg, Ohio,
to whose good sense and guidance he attributes his success in life. There have been
born to them ten children, eight of whom are living. Industrious and energetic, after
marriage he worked at his trade during the day, spent his nights in reading law, and
was admitted to the bar at the age of twenty-eight. In the profession he soon became
distinguished as an advocate, and was considered a successful lawyer, especially with
juries, from whom he would secure verdicts quite unexpected, many of which were set
aside by the courts. He has had more verdicts thus set aside than any other practicing attorney in this county. Upon the breaking-out of the rebellion, in April, 1861,
and the call was made by President Lincoln for troops, Col. Nolan raised Company G,
Eleventh Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and at the railroad depot, just before
starting with his company for the rendezvous camp, on being called out by the multitude, made a short patriotic address, which created quite a furor, and was reported in
the Journal of April 23, 1861. He became Lieutenant Colonel of the Fiftieth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and subsequently Colonel of the One Hundred and
Ninth. During the war the Colonel was an active member of the Union League ; was
its President in the Third Congressional District of Ohio, and the delegate from that
body to* the convention that renominated Lincoln at Baltimore, June 4, 1864. In
Ohio, during the summer of 1863, he assisted in organizing the "War Democracy,"
with Col. S. J. McGroarty and a few others, who drew up a declaration of principles,
together with an address to the patriotic Democrats of the State. The other gentlemen were inclined to make a ticket, but Col. Nolan strenuously insisted upon the indorsement of John Brough for Governor, a patriotic Democrat whom the Republicans had
nominated a few weeks previous, and his counsel was finally taken. He entered vig-

CITY OF DAYTON.

orously upon the canvass, was well received by large audiences, and on the 7th of
October, 1863, spoke at Mozart Hall, Cincinnati, and was greeted with the largest
audience of the season, his speech being partially reported and portions of it reproduced in the leading journals of the country. Among the people his speeches
were well received, being original, independent, and noted for candor ; always extempore, using no notes, but relying wholly upon his memory. A writer in
the Dayton Journal a few years ago thus describes him: "Col. Michael P.
Nolan is in some respects the most remarkable man at the bar. In person
he is not above the medium height, slightly inclined to rotundity of figure, and in appearance is quite distingue. He has all the native wit and readiness of repartee characteristic of his nationality, and endeavors in all instances to get his cases before the
jury, where he has few peers, and still fewer superiors. At times he is truly eloquent,
and from any speech of his of an hour's duration, passages may be culled which in
beauty of arrangement and effectiveness of delivery, will compare favorably with the
studied efforts of the best speakers of the day. His speeches are extemporaneous ;
anything like a studied effort would be a failure with him. His oratory is not rude,
yet far from classic, being of the style which catches the popular ear and holds a crowd
that would grow weary under the voice of men of much greater pretensions. When,
he rises to speak, everybody in the court-room is delighted, except the opposing counsel, who often writhe under his excoriations." For several years after the war closed
Col. Nolan was U. S. Commissioner in Dayton. A t the Fourth of July celebration in
Dayton for 1876, Col. Nolan was the orator selected by the citizens' committee, and
accordingly delivered the Centennial oration. In August, 1877, he prepared a paper
on the present condition of laboring men, which appeared in the Dayton Journal and
which excited much discussion, claiming as it did that most of the distress among the
laboring classes was the result of labor-saving machinery. The document was widely
circulated, extensively read and translated into German. Our subject has led a steady,
temperate life, drinking neither beer nor spirituous liquors, and has never even used
tobacco. In 1877. when the temperance wave swept over the country, Col. Nolan
was unanimously elected President of the first Murphy organization of Dayton. I n
1878, he was solicited by the Greenback Labor party to accept their nomination for
Congress in this district, which he did without any prospect of election. He entered
the field and earnestly advocated the principles of that party to large audiences, and
under the circumstances, obtained a handsome vote. The Colonel is an affable, wholesouled gentleman, a hearty friend and boon companion, frank and outspoken at all
times. We trust he has many years of usefulness yet before him.
J. HUNTER ODLIN, dairyman, Day to u ; was born in Dayton, Ohio, August
3, 1840, and, after receiving a common school education, entered Miami University, at Oxford, Ohio, which he was obliged to leave on account of ill-health. In the
commencement of the war of the rebellion, he enlisted as a private in the Dayton
Zouaves, under Col. King, and was detailed to Columbus on police duty. He was afterward promoted to a captaincy in the Sixteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, under Gen.
Hill, in the West Virginia service. He was next appointed Major of the Sixty-first
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, but when that regiment was consolidated with the Fifty-first,
he was ousted. He afterward became Assistant Adjutant General on Rosecrans'staff
at Corinth, Miss., but was relieved in order that he might take command of the One
Hundred and Twelfth Ohio Voluuteer Infantry, then forming at Dayton. With this
regiment he went to Cincinnati to repel Kirby Smith, and there was ordered to Mansfield, Ohio, to fill his ranks. By the consolidation of his regiment with the Sixty-third
Ohio^Volunteer Infantry, he become Major of the Sixty-third, and afterward Lieutenant Colonel of the same. He soon resigned his commission in the above, and reporting
to Maj. Gen. Canby for orders was sent, by Gen. Dennis, to Arkansas. He resigned
his commission, and retired from tho army in 1865, shortly before the fall of Richmond. He was married in Philadelphia, April 15, 1867, to Miss Josie W. Danah, of
the Quaker City. They have had six children, five girls and one boy, viz.- Charley
Morence, Susan, Josie, Nellie and Edna.
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CHARLES PARROTT, proprietor Aughe Plow Works, Dayton, Ohio, has been
a life resident of Dayton. He was born in 183-t, and is a son of William Parrott, of
the firm of T. & W. Parrott, a pioneer dry goods firm, which was one of the oldest
wholesale houses in the city. His father retired from business in 1843 or 1850. His
mother was Margaret A. Willis, both parents being natives of Maryland. The subject
of this sketch was reared iu his native place, and received his literary education at the
Ohio Wesleyan University of Delaware, graduating from the classical department in
1850. He desired to enter the legal profession, and to that end commenced the study
of law. He was admitted to the bar, and practiced his profession until 1806, when he
engaged in his present business. He is proprietor of the pioneer plow factory of Montgomery county. In 1873, he was one of the lesses of the Public Works, of Ohio, and
had charge of the business at ths State capital. He was subsequently engaged in constructing railroads, at which business he remained till 1880. Mr. Parrott was married, in 1866, to Lizzie Marlay, a native of Frankfort, Ross Co., Ohio. They have
four children living—B'ssie, Mabel, Nannie and Charlotte. Mr. Parrott was formerly
a member of the School Board of Dayton, and at present is connected with Dayton
Masonic Cornmandery, and is a member of the M. E. Church. He is well known
throughout Montgomery County for his warm social nature and excellent business
qualifications. His factory is under the charge of his brother George, as he himself is
residing in Columbus, Ohio.
EDWIN D. PAYNE, Dayton, proprietor of Dayton Flax, C >rn and Feed
Mill, was born at Hamilton, Madison Co., N. Y., May'22, 1818. His father was
Elisha Payne, a native of Cornwall, Conn., who in an early day left his na'.ive place,
and in company with his brother and some neighbors traveled by ox team via Albany
and Rome, to the Chenango Valley, where he founded the village of Paynesville, now
called Hamilton. Mr. Payne's mother was Esther Douglas, her father being a pioneer
Baptist minister of the Empire State. Our subject was raised a " farmer's boy," attending the rude schoolhouse by the wayside, where his early literary education (and a
small amount, at that) was obtained. When twenty-two years of age, he went to Warren County, Ohio, for the purpose of accompanying a surveyor, named Woodruff, to
Iowa, to make a general survey of the State. Through the death of President Harrison, Mr. Woodruff lost, his position, and Mr. Payne then came to Dayton. Soon after
arrival, he secured employment, in a book store owned by Ells, Claflin & Co. He subsequently worked for Charles Ells, in the same business. His next occupation was
found in a wholesale grocery hous.î, owned by John Sayres. In 1847, Mr. Payne
established a book and stationery business, in an old-fashioned brick building, on the
present site of Rickey s book store. Soon after commencing, the Phillips Block was
completed, and Mr. Payne removed his stock into that building (60 Main street). He
subsequently took his nephew, Augustus Payne, into partnership, and after some years,
sold his stock and trade to George Holden. When he started in business, he possessed
less capital and experience than any of the six men then in business in Dayton. When
he disposed of his business, his stock and trade were the largest and best in Montgomery County, a noted example of industry, perseverance and economy. In 1875,"Mr.
Payne engaged in his present business, to which he has given his entire time and attention, with a few exceptions. Mr. Payne was induced to invest his capital and experience in the Woodsum Machine Co., in whieh he remained about two and a half years.
Mr. Payne has always evinced an active interest in all matters pertaining to the growth
and prosp 'rity of his adopted city. In company with others, he assisted in starting the
Second and Merchant National Banks. He was united in marriage, November 1, 1849,
to Phebe M. Crawford, a native of New York. They have four children—Emma O,
wife of Rev. F. Clatworthy, pastor of the Baptist Church at Norwalk, Ohio, and formerly pastor of the Linden Avenue Church of Dayton ; Edward D., book-keeper for
H. Hoefer & Co., and a student in the law office of A. A. Winters; William, who assists his father in the milling business, and Elizabeth. Mr. Payne was long a member
of the First Baptist Church, of Dayton, and assisted in building their present h tuse of
worship. He was Trustee and Secretary of this organization for some time. He has
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been a sufferer from inflammatory rheumatism since boyhood, and although residing in
the heart of the city, his physician advised him to remove to Huffman Hill. He did
so, and erected a large and comfortable brick residencî. Since then, he has removed
back to his former residence. While residing at Huffman Hill, he suffered much annoyance from the long distance necessary in passing over to reach the church of his
choice, his residence being somewhat isolated from the heart of the city. He, therefore, in company with many others, assisted in organizing the Linden Avenue Baptist
Church, of which he served as Deacon seven years. Mr. Payne was once a member of
the Union Insurance Company, officiating as President a portion of the time. He was
one of the original " Washingtonians," of early temperance celebrity, an honored citizen
of Montgomery County, and a Christian gentleman.
JOSEPH PETERS, builder, Dayton, was born January 28, 1820, at Potter's
Port, Center County, Penn., of parents in limited circumstances, but of sound moral
worth. At the age of fifteen years, our subject was apprenticed to the carpenter's trade,
and served a term of three years' faithful labor, working from twelve to sixteen hours
per day, but he thus acquired a thorough knowledge of his business, which the average apprentice of to-day never attains. On the 10th of April, 1840, Mr. Peters was
married to Catherine States, in Hollidaysburg, Penn., she being a daughter of Col.
William States, of Huntingdon County, in that State. In those days the main, i f not
the only line of commerce between tha Eai.-t and West was the Pennsylvania Canal, by
which the Eastern cities were connected with the Ohio Biver at Pittsburgh, Penn., the
eastern and western divisions being connected by the Portage R. R., which ran from
Hollidaysburg to Johnstown. This road climbed the mountain sides by inclined
planes, operated by s'ationary engines at the top. This line of commerce was owned
by the State, which made it interesting all along the line whenever a State election
took place, it being the prerogative of the Governor to fill all appointments, and it was
this scramble for place and the scandal arising from it that caused Mr. Peters to withdraw from the Democratic party, since which time he has voted with the Whig and
Republican parties. In the summer of 1844, Mr. Peters concluded to go West, and in
October of that year he loaded his effects upon a section boat, and, with his family,
landed at Dayton, in November, making the whole distance in a boat. He soon became one of the principal builders of the city, and many of the buildings and fine
churches of Dayton have been erected under his supervision, four of the latter standing
within a radius of three squares. To Joseph and Catherine Peters have been born
seven sons and one daughter, of whom five sons and the daughter survive. His son
Luther is now one of the foremost architects of Dayton, many of the private and public
buildings having been the result of his fertile brain, notably the new Fireman's Insurance building, on the corner of Main and Second streets, which is a gem in architecture, and one of the handsomest buildings in the Miami Y'alley. He was also elected
in 1881 as one of the Water Works Commissioners, which position he now holds.
WINSLOW S PHELPS, Dayton, was born in Woodstock, Vt., May 12, 1815.
His grandfather, Winslow Phelps, was a Captain in the Revolutionary war. His
father, Henry Phelps, was a merchant in Woodstock, but becoming embarrassed by the
war of 1812-15, he started with his family, in 1821, with the intention, of removing to
Illinois, where ho owned land, but on hearing unfavorable reports of the newness and
unhealthiness of that part of the country, he lelt his family at Cincinnati and went
himself to see the land, but died on his return at Henderson, Ky. His widow was
thus left in a strange city, with but little money and three small children, one son and
two daughters. Her energy, however, was equal to the emergency. The subject of
this sketch being but six years old, was sent to such private schools as were to be had,
the public schools not then being in existence. At the age of thirteen, he was put into
a store, and from errand boy he became clerk, and at last book-keeper. His business
made him acquainted with many Dayton men, and in 1835 he removed here with his
mother and sisters, to \-àke a partnership with Samuel T. Harker. A t the end of one
year Mr. Harker sold his interest to Joel Estabrook, and the firm of Estabrook &
Phelps continued until the close of the year 1835. In 1837, Mr. Phelps married

232

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES:

Susan, daughter of Squire James Foster, of Cincinnati. She and three sons and two
daughters are still living. The store was at the head of the basin until Mr. Phelps
bought the ground and built the store No. 25 East Second street, in 1857. The firm
occupied the new store until Mr. Phelps bought out his partner. He continued the
wholesale grocery business in his own name for a year, when he took in his sons Winslow and William A., under the firm name of W. S. Phelps & Sons. He subsequently
took in his third son, Samuel P. In January, 1869, at the solicitation of his friend
John W. Achey, then a director, and now President of the Dayton National Bank, he
became its cashier, which position he now holds, leaving the charge of the firm business
to his sons. Being one of the original stockholders in the Fireman's Insurance Company of Dayton, he was elected a director in 1862, and still holds the offic!. His
principal investments, outside of his business, have been in real estate. The only public office which he has held was four years' membership in the Board of Education
He became a member of the Third Street Presbyterian Church in 1843; was made a
Deacon in 1854 and an elder for life in 1860; was connected with the Sunday School
over thirty years, and was its Superintendent thirteen years. In the forty-sixth year
of his life in Dayton, he has seen it grow from a country village to a city of fine halls
churches, residences, stores, schools and manufactories, with railroads and telegraph,
and all that goes to make it a desirable place for business or residence.
CHARLES A. PHILLIPS, manufacturer of cotton goods. Dayton, was born in
this city, June 14, 1852. His father, Thomas A. Phillips, was a native of Maryland, who
came to Dayton in May, 1844, and there established the business now carried on by
the subject of this sketch. He departed this life, November 27,1877. His mother
was Margaret J. George, a native of Dayton, who is yet living and resides with our
subject. Mr. Phillips grew to manhood in his native city, and when of age entered
the Department of Science of the University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, but a year
and a half later, left school to assist his father in his rapidly increasing business From
that time to the present, Mr. Phillips has devoted his entire time and attention to the
business of the firm. After his father's demise, himself and brother, George L.
operated the business till May, 1880, when our subject purchased his brother's interest,
and has since continued the business, a sketch of which will be found in the chapter on
the industrial interests of Dayton. Mr. Phillips is a man of a warm, social nature,
aflable in manner; truly benevolent; and by his integrity in business affairs, and absorbing interest manifested in all matters pertaining to the growth of his native place,
has made hosts of friends throughout the county and State. He is connected by
membership with the following organizations ; Board of Police Commissioners (from
April, 1879 to April, 1883) ; Mystic Lodge, No. 405 (Masonic), Reid's Cornmandery,
No. 6, and the Consistory of Southern Ohi , (Scottish Rites). He is a director of the
Dayton Gas Light & Coke Company, Dayton Insurance Company, and the Dayton
Club Company. Politically, he is an ardent advocate of the principles set forth by the
Republican party. Mr. Phillips was married at Covington, Ky., Jan. 21 1879, to
Susie H . OTIara, a native of Crittenden, Ky. Thev have one son—Thomas A. Mr.
Phillips resides in a substantial brick residence, at No. 24 West Fourth street
WARREN W. PHILLIPS, carriage-maker, Dayton. This gentleman was born
near Middletown, Frederick County, Md., November 15, 1808.' He is descended
from an old Scotch-Irish family who came to America at a very early day and settled
in the State where he was born. His father, Samuel, was born in Frederick County
in 173b, and followed farming till his death, which occurred in 1820. when our subject
was only twelve years of age. His mother, nee Mrs. Rebecca Lyles, also lived to be a very
old lady, and died in 1838, near Indianapolis, where she had gone to live with two
married daughters who had moved to the West. By her Mr. Phillips. Sr., had three
boys and she had six daughters when he married her. Our subject received a very
limited education in the common school of Middletown, and there served an apprenticeship in carnage making with Jacob Young and Peter Beeter, of gharpsburg and Middletown. He afterward clerked in a drug store in Fredericktown, Md., for one year.
He came to Zanesville early in 1832, and to Dayton in April of the following year.
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He started a carriage shop on East Fourth street, where he is still located. In April,
1827, he married Miss Catharine Creager, daughter of George Creager, the then
Sheriff of Frederick County. By her he had three boys and three girls, all of whom
are now dead. H is son, Henry Lee, was in the Second Regiment, Ohio Cavalry,
during the rebellion; and his son Willie W., was in the service during the Morgan
raid, but both returned to their home unhurt. Mr. Phillips is the oldest carriage
builder of Dayton, and has always been considered one of the most worthy business
men of the city.
JOHN POWELL, deceased, was born August 2, 1811, in the village of Culm,
near Presteign, Herefordshire, England. With naught else than a good education and a
strong, earnest purpose, he entered alone upon the struggle of life at the early age of eleven
as an apprentice to a linen draper—or haberdasher—in London. Securing a fair competency, he emigrated in 1835 to America and settled in Cleveland, Ohio, where, with
varying success, he was engaged in mercantile pursuits, notably the leather, wool and
hide trade. In 1837, he re-visited England, witnessing the coronation of Queen Victoria.
In 1845, he moved to Dayton, and for twenty-four years carried on the wholesale boot
and shoe trade with marked success, gaining a fortune and an enviable rank among the
substantial business men of the city. He was one of the projectors of the First National Bank, organized in 1863, remaining a large stockholder and director until it was
merged into the private banking house of Gebhart, Harman & Co. He retired from
active business pursuits in 1869, but was of too active a temperament to long remain
idle. From merchandising he turned his attention to banking, in which he so evinced his
capability of organization and management as to be readily seconded by prominent business interests throughout the county. He was the founder in 1871, and for two years
the President of the Merchants' National Bank, which, owing largely to his personal
direction and shrewd financiering, took from its organization high rank among the solid
institutions of the city. A director of the bank until his death, its financial policy was
almost invariably shaped in accordance with his views.
For eighteen years he was a director and one of the largest shareholders of the
Firemcns Insurance Company of Dayton. Gaining a large and valued experience, he
was known as one of the best underwriters in the State. One of its earliest incoptors,
and perhaps the most efficient of its Board of Directors, the very prosperous history of
this institution is due not a little to his active interest and wise oversight. In him
the English characteristics of conservatism and decision and the American spirit of enterprise were happily blended ; and his counsel in financial affairs was wisely sought and
generally profited by.
In politics, while never ambitious to act a conspicuous part in public life, he was
a pronounced Union man and a firm adherent to the Eepublican party. Strong, unflinching fidelity to principle and unwavering devotion, at whatever peril, to the
right as he perceived it, formed a most marked trait of his character.
His was eminently a religious life, speaking daily to his family and the world more byacts than by professions. Por many years he was a member and vestryman of Christ
(Episcopal), and latterly a member of the Third Street Presbyterian Church, in which
relation he carried the same spirit of activity, zeal and conscientiousness which characterized his business career. He was honored with the warm personal friendship of the
Right Rev. Bishops Mdllvaine, Bedell and Jaggar, of the Episcopacy. But it was as an
earnest, efficient organizer in the Bible Cause that he was best known among the christian people of the county ; being identified with the Montgomery County Bible Society
as a director, dating from 1859, and for six years serving as Treasurer. The Bible '
work was especially dear to him, since in so vast a field his powers found scope for exercise and expansion. His religious views were liberal as opposed to a spirit of sectarianism or churchly exclusiveness ; all movements looking toward a union of effort
in church or religious work by christians of whatever creed found in him a firm
devotee.
Amid the distracting cares of a busy life, he ever evinced a lively interest in the
welfare and prosperity of Dayton. He was passionately fond of horticultural pursuits ;
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the beautiful flowers aud abundant, fruits produced on his home premises on West
First street attesting his zeal and success. Superior exhibits of fruits andflowersfor
many years at our local fairs would seem to place him among professional rather than
amateur cultivators. An active member of the Montgomery County Horticultural
Society, his addresses were listened to with interest to the profit and in-truction of its
membership. His "garden book" is an invaluable record of horticultural and meteorological data for twenty-four years—from 1854.
Although possessing marked individuality and great decision of character, his was
a warm heart, most strongly attached to his family and home interests. Of domestic
traits, his love and affection as a husband and father were continually shown forth iu
the exercise of self-sacrifiee and loving counsel and guidance.
John Powell died at his residence, November?, 1878, aged sixty-seven, his last
illness being of ten days' duration, although for many years he had been at times a
great sufferer. A wife and nine children survived him. The funeral service was
held at, the Third Street Presbyterian Church, conducted by Rev. J. H. Montgomery,
pastor. His remains were laid to rest in his beautiful lot at Woodland Cemetery, Rev.'
E. H. Jewett, rector of Christ (Episcopal) Church, officiating. The following'gentlemen served as pall-bearers : Alexander Gebhart and James Applegate, repres^ntin"
the Merchants' National Bank ; Preserved Smith and T. S. Babbitt, the Firemens Insurance Company ; Valentine Winters, the Third Street Presbyterian Church, and
George A. Black, a warm personal friend.
ADAM PR1TZ, manufacturer, Dayton; was born in Hanover, York County,
Penn., September 9, 18U8. He came to this city in 1841, and immediately associated
with him Augustus Kuhns in a business extending from that time up to 1864. Mr
Pritz is a typical Peunsylvanian of the old school, whose life has been devoted to tireless
labor with that intensity of purpose, which forms a prominent trait in thousands of representatives of that State scattered throughout the Union. In his early years and up
to the time of leaving his native town, he was engaged in the manufacture of Coffee
Mills, a mill invented by his father, and which at that time had a prominence over all
mills made in this country. Mills of his manufacture made in 1828, in Hanover, are now in use in this city by old citizens, formerly from his native State.
From 1841 to 1851, he specially engaged in the manufacture of an elliptic spring
for carriages, horse-powers and threshing machines, discontinuing the mills after 1812.
In 1851, he commenced the manufacture of the "Moore Grain Drill." This was
the first drill made in this city, and Mr. Pritz is the pioneer drill manufacturer of this
valley. He continued the manufacture of this drill up to 1858, when with various
additions and improvements, as the result of his inventive genius, he, with his associate,
Mr. Kuhns, gave to the world Pritz & Kuhns' I mproved Drill. In the same year, 1858,
Mr. Fritz bought of Owen Dorsey, of Maryland, the right to manufacture the Dorsey
Reaper for this valley, which Mr. Pritz continued to manufacture each year, adding improvements up to 1876, when the present reaper that the firm now manufacture was
patented_ by William Pritz, his son. Mr. Pritz has earned an honorable reputation
among his cotemporanes, as one of the foremost of the manufacturers of this city, in his
contribution of time and money in the early enterprises, asking help and patronage from
the capitalists and prominent citizens of this valley. He was an enthusiastic advocate
and subscriber to the Mad River Railroad, the first railroad seeking admission to this
city. Afterward he liberally aided the Xenia and Belpre road, Dayton k Western, the
original " Short Line," which was abandoned after absorbing the fortunes of many
of our citizens. A t a later day he was an active and earnest helper in securing the Dayton & Southeastern coal road. One of the principal movers in
building the Dayton View Hydraulic, and is now one of its chief stockholders.
In 1847, pending the completion of the canal through the city, it became apparent
to the business and other interests that au extension running through the lower part of
the city should be cons ructed. The State refused to assist in its construction, and
hence itwas left to the public enterprise of the citizens. In this undertaking Mr.
Pntz was a liberal subscriber, and took an active interest iu its accomplishment.
Ihe judgment of the people of that day was correct, as the subsequent abandon-
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uientof the upper canal for boats, and its use for hydraulic purposes only, demonstrated.
In all these enterprises Mr. Prbz was a leading spirit, not prompted by a desire to reap
ultimate gains, for in but few of these investments has he ever realized a dollar, but having, in broad view primarily, the welfare of the city, and always prompted by a progresse nature. In his younger years, his ambitions and inclinations centered in desires for
soldiery and military honors, and in his native State is familiarly remembered as Maj.
Pritz, and by other titles. He raised and eomminded successively two military companies, the Warren Greys and Warren Riflemen, the pride amateur military companies
in the State in its early history.
In connection with years of active association among the drills and reapers in this
city, Mr. Pritz also has large interests in Souda Bend, Ind., being an equal partner in
the firm of Jacob Strayer & Co , manufacturers of the Statesman Force Feed Grain
Drill. Mr. Pritz is now seventy-three years of age, and has reached that point in life
and age when most men quietly rest upon their earnings; but such a condition of things
would be foreign to his nature. His nervous and active temperament is not at ease
unless he is surrounded by the busy hum of machinery, with ' which he has been associated with his daily efforts for nearly half a century. He is daily at a work bench,
seeking to improve and add another contribution to future improvements in machinery.
In politics Mr. Pritz consented on one occasion to accept a nomination for an unexpired
term in the City Council. He served in this position for one year. This comprehends
his political and office-holding experience. In religion Mr. Pritz was formerly a Lutheran,
but about eight years ago, united with tho Third street Presbyterian Church of this city.
He has ever been willing to testify his zeal and liberality in the cause of Christianity
by generous donations to the Young Men's Christian Association aud kindred organizations, having in view the religious and moral advancement of his fellow-men.
He was married Juue 14, 1832, to Mary Kuhns, daughter of Jacob anl Mary
(Welsh) Kuhns. They are the parents of ten children, five of whom are alive. For
the past twenty-five years his sons have been associated with him in business.
Mr. Pritz has not only been distinguished for his enterprise, industry, economy
and indomitable energy, but his patriotism. Whatever he undertook to do he did with
all his might. During the existence of the Whig party, he was a truly national conservative. He viewed slavery as a local institution, but not national. Sincerely attached to tho whole Union, he opposed sectionalism, and when the South endeavored to
extend the institution of slavery into the new Territories and States, he opposed
their policy. When the people of that section made war with the Union, Mr. P. was
among the first to make any and every sacrifice in behalf of the Union. He urged all
to volunteer, and when the first call was made for defenders of our beloved Union, his
eldest sons, Jacob and William H. Pritz, were among the first to follow the advice of
their father, and aided with their efforts until the rebellion was closed, their father
doing all ho could during this fearful period to provide for the destitute wives and
children of the patriots who had gone to the war. He entered into the work of crushing the rebellion with his characteristic energy, and finally, at its close, and when the
caring of the crippled and destitute soldiers became a mitter of concern to the patriotism
and legislation of the country, gave of his time and generous contributions of money to
secure the establishment of permanent homes and the location of a branch at
Dayton.
In reviewing the history of this laborer in the fields of enterprise and mechanical
improvements, we have thereby sought to bring from the back-ground and place to the
front the name of Adam Pritz, who, as one of the pioneer manufac< urers in years of
active efforts, has contributed from his wealth of brain and invention the genius which,
applied in material forms, has gone out to the world, causing prosperity and consequent
happiness to his neighbor and employes, adding to the growth and wealth of his city,
and contributing to the progress of civilization.
JOHN C. REEVE, physician and surgeon, Dayton, was born in England,
June 5, 1826. In 1832, his father's family emigrated to this country, and settled in
Cleveland, Ohio, where our subject was reared. He enjoyed good school privileges up
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to the age of twelve, when by the loss of his mother andfinancialreverses in the family
he was thrown entirely upon his own resources, became an apprentice to the printer,
and spent several years in the offices of the Cleveland Advertiser and Herald. While
thus employed, by industrious personal application, and by an attendance of several
winters' upon common schools, and one summer at the Academy, he fitted himself for
teaching, which he followed for a time as the best means of improvement and education.
He then read medicine with Dr. John Delamater, Professor of Obstetrics in the Medical Department of Western Reserve College, Cleveland, Ohio, from which institution
he graduated. In 1849, he began practice in Dodge County, Wis. Some four years
later, he visited Europe for the purpose of further study of his profession, and after
passing the winter in London, and a summer at the University of Gottingen, Germany,
returned to this country, and in the-fall of 1854 settled in Dayton, which has since'
been his residence, where he rapidly rose in the confidence and esteem of the public
generally, and now occupies a leading rank in the profession of that city. He has performed most of the leading operations of surgery falling to the lot of one in general
practice ; among others a case of tracheotomy, by which was successfully removed from
the throat ot a little girl eight years old the largest body, with one exception, ever
taken from the windpipe—a shawl-pin, three and one-fourfch inches in length. The
case is alluded to, and a cut of the pin given, in " Gross' Surgery."
He has performed
ovariotomy five times, three of them being successful, and which is about the usual
number. He is a member of the Montgomery County Medical Society, of which he
has several times been President ; also of the Ohio State Medical Society, the American Medical Association, and the American Gynsecological Society, of which he was
one of the founders. He has made numerous reports of important professional cases,
and has been a frequent contributor to the leading medical journals of the country'
especially to the review department of the American Journal of Medical Sciences',
Philadelphia, and to the American Journal of Obstetrics, New York. He occupies the rank of a leader in the profession in Ohio, and his personal standing is that of
an affable, polished gentleman. On August 10, 1849, he married Emma G. Barlow,
of Cleveland, Ohio, and has two sons and two daughters.
JACOB RICHMOND, retired carpenter, Dayton. Jacob Richmond was born
in Frederick County, Md., July 5, 1809 ; wheu he was fifteen years old he began the
cabinet trade, at which he worked three years, when he turned his attention to carpentering. After serving an apprenticeship of three years at this trade, he worked at the
same as contractor until 1877, when he retired from business. He was married March
8, 1831, to Rebecca Coblentz. Of their ten children, but six are living viz.- Morgan
H Caroline R., Edward C, Malinda O, Annie R. and John P. Francis P. in 1862
enlisted in the Ninety third Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and was killed in front
of Atlanta June 23, 1864. Three children died in infancy. Mr. Richmond moved
from Maryland (m a wagon, being twenty-one days on the road, to Montgomery County,
Ohio, and located in Dayton in 1832. His wife died December 22, 1873.
Mr. R.
was a member of tho City Council from 1848 to 1854, also Infirmary Director from
1876 to 1879. He has always lived an exemplary life; having started a poor boy, he
has by economy and industry, accumulated quite a comfortable living for himsoli' and
family. He is now seventy-two years old, but still very active
JOHN S. ROBERTSON, Clerk of Courts, Dayton, was born July 25, 1843, at
Hanover, Columbiana Co., Ohio. His father, John Robertson, was the youn-ast son of
Rev. James Robertson, a Scotch Presbyterian minister; his mother, née Margaret E.
Vallandigham, was a daughter of Rev. Clement Vallandigham, and sister of'the late
Hon. C. L. Vallandigham. Our subject obtained his early education at the New Lisbon High School, and, when eighteen years of age, commenced teaching school, thereby
obtaining the means to enable him to attend medical lectures at Ann Arbor, Mich.
He commenced the practice of medicine in Columbiana County, but removed, in
1869 to Germantown, Montgomery County where he practiced his profession until
eected Clerk of the Courts of this county, in October, 1875. In 1878, he was reelected for an additional term of three years He was married to Miss Elizabeth Rowe,
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of Germantowu, June 19, 1872. As an accommodating and efficient officer, an honest
and reliable citizen, and a gentleman in all respects, Mr. Robertson has gained the
respect and esteem of all who meet him.
JOHN ROUZER, contractor, Dayton. Mr. Rouzer, now one of the foremost
contractors and builders of Dayton, was born on the 29th of June, 1822, in Clark
County, Ohio, near the (now) city of Springfield. He is oue of the most conspicuous
of the many illustrations afforded by our American life, of the success achieved by
intelligent industry and personal integrity. Mr. Rouzer's father was a native of Frederick Oounty, Md., of German descent, and lived to the age of eighty-four years. His
mother was a native of Virginia, of Scotch parentage, and survived to be eighty years
of age. Both of robust constitutions, and of simple and industrious habits, they raised
a family of twelve children, seven sons and five daughters, all of whom they lived to
see established in life. John came to Dayton, as a boy, with his father's family, about
1832, when the town was scarcely more than a village. His education was only such as
the limited facilities of so small a town could afford, before the school system, now
developed into a chief source of pride of our community, was originated, but he has the
satisfaction to know that it is to his skill and taste as a mechanic, that the city is, in a
large part, indebted for some of the handsomest school edifices that are one of its principal ornaments. Mr. Rouzer commenced in Dayton as a practical builder and contractor in 1861. His close attention to the details of his business, and to the completeness and honesty of his work, soon established for him an enviable reputation as a faithful mechanic and honest contractor. His chief object was to give satisfaction to his
patrons by the excellence of his work. His business rapidly grew to large proportions,
and, keeping abreast with the rapid improvement in mechanical machinery, he has now
one of the most complete and extensive establishments in his line of work anywhere to
be found, and is able to execute the largest contracts for the carpenter work of public
buildings in Ohio and the adjoining States. He has been able to accumulate a
respectable property, and can exhibit in the elegance and perfect finish of his own residence a specimen of his skill and taste that was pronounced, by one of the most accomplished architects in the United States (William Myers, of Detroit), unexcelled by any
similar work he had ever in-pect3d. Mr. Rouzer married Martha J. Deihl, the daughter of Mr. Henry Deihl, of Dayton, on New Year's Day, 1850 ; but two daughters'of
a family of seven children survive. I t may be said, without any fulsome praise, that
Mr. Rouzer has a reputation as a business man, as well as a citizen, in all the relations
of social and domestic life that is without blemish, and that he has honestly earned it
by his industry, his intelligence, his enterprise and his personal integrity. I t is such
men as he and his class who give dignity, respect, ability and success to American labor.
JOHN RUNCK, JR., butcher, Dayton, was born in Dayton, Ohio, September 6,
1855. His grandfather, Philip, and his grandmother, Elizabeth (Runck) Runck, were
both natives of Rh ine Byrne, Germany, where our subject's father, John Sr., was born
on the^ 10th of May, 1830. The latter came to America in 1848, and, after a few
months' residence in Cincinnati, came to Montgomery County and commenced butchering in Dayton, where he learned his trade, and where he has since continued to follow
it. He married, December 20, 1854, Miss Louisa Steiner, daughter of Henry and
Oppohna (Wenst) Steiner, of Dayton, both natives of Germany. By this union they
had thirteen children—Anna Mary, John, our subject, Charlie, Kate, Caroline, Margaret, Frank, Julia, Michael L , Hattie, Florence, Clara and Oppolina; of these one girl
and two boys have since died. John, Jr., attended the schools of Harrison Township,
where they lived and then took a course in the Commercial College, of Dayton, working at his trade of butchering at the same time. He married January 6, 1880, Miss
Juba A. Klaner, daughter of William and Barbara Klaner, of Dayton, by whom he
has had one child, a daughter, born November 10, 1880. He is a young man of much
business ability, a goodfinancier,and an industrious and obedient son.
MARK RUTLEDGE, of firm of Rutledge & Co., paper manufacturers, Dayton
was born m Kirkoswald, England, March 13, 1812. His parents were Geor-e and
Wary (Archer) Rutledge, the former of whom was a manufacturer of linen goods, and
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never wore any garment made of cotton until after coming to America. Our subject
was reared to maturity in England, and upon arriving at his twenty-first mile-stone in
life, came to America, locating at Worcester, Mass., and engaging in his present business ; he had previously learned his trade in his native land, and remained at Worcester
eight years. During the forepart of this period, he attended night schools, where he
obtained his literary education. lie removed his business to Norwich, Conn., and eight
years later went to Andover, where his mill was subsequently destroyed by fire. Two
years later he went to Lowell, Mass., and six years later to Dayton (in 1854). For a
time he was foreman for L. F. Claffio & Co., and was afterward a member of the
firm. He subsequently engaged his services, as foreman for Mead & Weston, and in 1867
established his present business. Mr. Rutledge was married, in 1837, to Augusta Livermore, a native,of Massachusetts. They have three children—George, Janie (wife of
Luther Peters, an architect of Dayton), and Ellen. ' Mr. Rutledge was formerly a Democrat, but is now " a pure Republican." He is a member of Montgomery Lodge, No. 5,
I . 0. O. F., and of Dayton Lodge, Masonic. Himself, wife and children are members of the Universalist Society. George Rutledge, the eldest child, and junior member of the firm of Rutledge & Co., was married, January 1, 1863, to Virginia Simmons,
a native of Yazoo City, Miss. They have three children—Walter, Virginia and Mary.
Mrs. Rutledge is a regular attendant on the religious services held in Raper chapel.
Mr. Rutledge has full charge of the business of the firm.
A D A M SCHANTZ^ butcher, Dayton, was born in Mittilkinsig, Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany, September 7, 1839. He was the second son of Frederick and Marie
Elizabeth (Scheeler) Schantz, who were natives of Germany and parents of eight children, six boys and two girls. Adam, our subject, emigrated to America on the 11th
of April, 1855, and on the 1st of September following came to Dayton, where he
engaged in butchering for Michael Oldt, with whom he worked one year. He then left
Dayton for several years, during which he visited and worked in Iowa two years,
Chicago six months, St. Louis four months, New Orleans five months, across to Germany, where he stayed with his folks four months, then to Hamburg and London, and on
the ÏOt.h of June, 1862, back to Dayton, where he has since been in the butchering
business. He was married March 29, 1863, to Saloma Latin, daughter of Faiteen
Latin, of Dayton, by whom he had nine children, five boys and four girls, of whom
three boys and four girls survive. Mr. Schantz was a member of the City Council in
1877-78. He was also President of Southern Ohio Stock Yards and a Director of the
Southern Ohio Fair Association. He is a member of Steuben Lodge, I . 0 0. F.,
and of the German Lutheran Church.
MICHAEL SCHIML, brewer, Dayton, was born in Reglasreuth, near Baireuth, Bavaria, Germany, August 4,1825, and is the son of Christopher and Mary (Kramer) Schiml,
natives of the same place. His father was a prominent mill owner, a man of means and
commercial standing, who died about 1842. Michael was the youngest in a family ot
eight children, five of whom died previous to his coming to America, whither his brother
John had preceded him in 1845, Michael, with his mother and one sister, following in
1848, all settling in Montgomery County, Ohio, where the aged mother died soon after
reaching this county. Mr. Schiml was married, September 12, 1848, to Miss Annie
M. Heindl, a native of Bavaria, and daughter of John and Frederica Heindl, who remained in the fatherland. Of this union eight children are the fruits, as follows :
Teresa, John L., Joseph (deceased), Susan. Andrew, Cidonia (deceased), Aloys C.
and oue died in infancy. Mr. Schiml worked at coopering in this county until 1852,
when, in partnership with his brother John, they started a brewery on the corner ot
Wayne and Hickory streets, making their first lager beer on December 13 of that year,
from stock brought from Boston, by a cousin of the Schiml's who was a brewer, this
being the first lager beer made in Montgomery County, Ohio. His brother, John, died
September 5, 1858, since which time the business has been owned and operated by
our subject, who ranks as the pioneer brewer of D tyton, and whose success in his line
has been second to none. Beginning upon a capital of $1,800, he has by constant attention to his business, and the manufacture of as good an article of beer as other first-
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class brewers, increased his sales yearly, and thereby hisfinancialstanding, until to-day,
he takes his place among the wealthy men of the Miami Valley, being worth over
$75,0(10. all the legitimate result of his own indefatigable will to win success. His son,
John L., is the book-keeper of the establishment, and Andrew attends to the outside business, it being the intention of Mr. Schiml to retire from active life in a short time, leaving the management of his brewery to his sons, who are thoroughly competent of imitating their father's success in life.
JOHN SCHOEN, Bailiff, Superior Court, Dayton. Mr. Schoen was born in
Hessen, Germany, April 3, 1825, emigrated to America in 1856. After sojourning
some two years in Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and other cities in Pennsylvania, he came to
Montgomery County, Ohio, in 1858, and settled in Dayton. He worked in breweries
from the age of fourteen years until he came to Dayton, Ohio. After his location here,
he followed frescoing and paper hanging until the fall of 1880, when he was appointed
Bailiff of the Superior Court. He was elected a member of the City Council of Dayton
in 1876, and served a term of two years. Iu 1878, he was elected for three years one
of the Board of Infirmary Directors. In 1861, in the first call for troops, he enlisted
in the Twelfth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and served two years and four months, when
he was discharged on account of wounds received in battle. In the second battle of
Bull Run he lost one finger from his right hand, the rest of the hand being disabled as
to almost destroy its use. He also received three other wounds in different parts of his
body. I t was his love for the country that gives him liberty that prompted him to
enlist in its defense. He is a member of the Odd Fellows, Red Men, V. A. O. D.,
and A. O. W. W. Also a member of the Gymnasium Furness Association and the
O. N. G. He was instrumental in starting the first beneficial association of this
city, being one of the incorporators. He was married, September 7, 1858, to Catherine
Faulstick, to whom six children have been born, viz. : Conrad, Harmon, Johnie (deceased) Annie, Katie and William. Mr. Schoen has always been a hard-working, industrious man, true to his God and country.
FREDERICK SCHUTTE, County Auditor, Dayton, was born in Dayton, Montgomery County, Ohio, March 16, 1816. His parents were Frederick Schutte, a native
of Hesse-Cassel, Germany, who came to this country about 1810, and Catharine 0. (Webber) Schutte, a native of Prussia, who came to America in 1838. They were married
in Dayton, and had five children, three boys and two girls, of whom our subject and
one girl are the only survivors. The father had his passage paid to this country by
parties in Dayton, and after his arrival worked fifteen months in a stone quarry at $7
per month to repay it. His estate now owns the land on which this, the first work he
performed in the new world, was done. He died February 7, 1871, after a life
of honest toil, leaving his family in very good circumstances. His wife is still living
and is enjoying very good health for one so advanced in years. Our subject, who was
the oldest child, attended the common schools of Dayton until seventeen years old. A t
the age of twenty-one years, he became a Deputy in the Auditor's office, in which he
remained four years and then became Steward of the Southern Ohio Insane Asylum,
under the administration of Gov. Allen. He remained at the asylum from June 19,
1874, until July 17, 1876, and then accepted a position in the County Treasurer's
office, where he served one year or until 1877, when he was elected to fill his present
office. He is a member of the Masonic Lodge, Knights of Pythias, Red Men and
Druids. He is also a member in good standing of the German Lutheran Church. He
resides with his mother and sister in Van Buren Township, just out of the city. His
official service has been attended with the best of success and with credit to himself and
his party.
COLESTIN SCHWIND, brewer, Dayton, was born in Stadtprozelten, Bavaria,
Germany, May 19, 1825, and is the son of Ignatz and Elizabeth Schwind. He came
to America in 1850, and settled in Dayton, where he started a brewery in 1854, on
Logan street, which he carried on fourteen years. In 1865, he built his present brewery in Dayton View, where he does a business of $80,000 per year. He came to Dayton a poor man, but by dint of hard labor and strict economy hè has succeeded in be-
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coming one of the wealthy men of the city. He was married, August 28, 1856, to
Christine Latin, of Dayton, a native of Germany, to whom has been bora eleven children, nine of whom survive. Mr. Schwind is a member of the I . O. O. F. and of the
Society of Druids. His family consists of his wife, seven girls and two boys, all enjoying the prosperity that honest industry has brought the husband and father.
HENRY L. SHEPERD, farmer and dealer in agricultural implements, Dayton,
was born in Lancaster County, Penn., October 5, 1824, and is a son of Henry Lewis
Sheperd, a native of Switzerland; emigrated to Americi in 1816, and landed in New
York ; located in Lancaster County, Penn., where he lived until 1833, when he
removed to Ohio, and in 1835 located in Wayne Township, Montgomery County, Ohio,
where his death occurred January 4, 1861 ; Mrs. S. died February 4, 1864. The
original way of spelling the name Sheperd was Chopord, but the family were called
here by the name of Sheperd. After a few years Mr. Sheperd adopted the latter manner of spelling his name which has always been continued by the family. A full and
complete genealogy of the Sheperd family may be found in the biography of R. Sloan,
among the sketches of Wayne Township in another part of this work. Henry L., Jr.,
came to Ohio with his parents in 1833, being then nine years of age ; he remained
upon the farm and assisted his father in agricultural pursuits until 1846, when he and
his brother, Jacob I L , removed to Dayton and engaged in the foundry business ; they
originated the Buckeye Foundry, which business they continued until 1850, when they
disposed of their interest. H. L. returned to the old farm and followed farming until
March, 1881, at which date he removed to Dayton and engaged in the above business
which he now runs in connection with farming. August 10, 1851, he was united in
marriage with Sarah E. Rubsam, also a native of Pennsylvania. They were the parents of six children, viz. : Francis M , Laura Z. (deceased), Mary E., Susan S. (deceased), Jacob L. and William B. Mr. S. has been a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church since 1843.
W I L L I A M JOHN SHUEY, minister and editor, Dayton, was born in Miamisburg, Montgomery County, February 9, 1827. His father, Adam Shuey, and his
mother, Hannah (Aley) Shuey, emigrated to this country in 1805, he from Dauphin
County, Penn., and she from Washington County, Md. A t the age of nine years,
our subject moved, with his parents, to the vicinity of Springfield, Ohio, where he assisted his parents in opening a farm out of a dense forest. His advantages for education
were limited to the common country schools of that day, and four months in the high
school of Springfield. On the 7th of March, 1848, he married Miss Sarah Berger, whose
parents, natives of Berks County, Penn., settled near Lagonda, Ohio, in 1838. By
this marriage he has been blessed by four sons, the eldest of whom, Albert L., died in
childhood. Of the remaining three, Ewin L. is a professor in Otterbein University;
William A. is a student in Union Biblical Seminary, Dayton, and Lincoln is a student
in the Sophomore year in " O. U." Mr. Shuey entered the active ministry of the
Gospel in the United Brethren Church in 1849, and was appointed to his first ch irgeat
Lewisburg, Preble County, Ohio. In the autumn of 1851, he was transferred to Cincinnati, where, at different times, he served the church seven years. He was twice
elected Presiding Elder in the Miami Conference of his church, and two years pastor of
the First United Brethren Church of Dayton. In 1855, he visited the west coast of
Africa for the purpose of locating a mission among the heathen of that country. In
1864, he was elected one of the agents of the United Brethren publishing house, Dayton,
iu which capacity he still continues. For fifteen years, he has had sole charge of the
business management of the house. In May, 1831, confjrence elected him, for the
fifth time, to this position, which will give him twenty-one years of continuous servioe.
When he began his work in the publishing house it was embarrassed with liabilities
amounting to over $52,000. At the close of his fourth term (of four years eadi) all
its debts were paid and the net assets exceeded $160,000. This circumstance in itself
will prove whether or not Mr. Shuey is a successful financier and shrewd business
manager.
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A L V A N A. SIMONDS, manufacturer of machine knives, Dayton,was born at Fitchburg, Mass., Jan. 28, 1841. His father was Abel Simonds, a scythe manufacturer of that
place. The subject of this sketch grew to manhood in his native State, and when sixteen years of age, learned his present trade. He worked at it four years, and then, in
company with his brother, George F.,opened a shop at home, remaining in business there
for ten years. The firm was known as Simonds Brothers, and subsequently was organized
into a joint-stock company, under the name of the Simonds Manufacturing Company.
Mr. Simonds became its trusted and efficient Treasurer. The firm of Simonds Brothers
commenced business with ten men in their employ, and in 1874, when Mr. Simonds
resigned his position as Treasurer of the company, the force had been increased to 125
employes, and the amount of business to $200,000 annually. In 1874, Mr. Simonds
came West, seeking a good location for his business. On his arrival at Dayton, he was
so well pleased with the business outlook that he resolved to settle himself and trade in
the Valley ^ity. He erected his present shops in Dayton View, and his success has
fully justified his decision. In 1861. Mr. Simonds enlisted in Company B, Fifteenth
Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, and served in the Second Corps, Army
of the Potomac. Atter a term of three years in defense of the beloved Union, he was
honorably discharged and returned home. Mr. Simonds was married, in 1865, to
Marcella C. Willard, a native of Leominster, Mass. Of the five children given them,
four are living—Caroline J., Cora B., Herbert R. and Ethel G. Bessie E. is deceased.
Mrs. Simonds is a member of the Unitarian Church of Leominster, Mass., and our
subject is connected with the Old Guard.
JOHN W. SOLLENBERGER, contractorand builder, Dayton.wasbornin Franklin
County, Penn., May 30, 1820. His father, Daniel Sollenberger, was born in Franklin
County, Penn., April 10, 1795. He was a weaver by trade, but worked at farm work.
On the 12th of October, 1818, he married Esther Wenger, by whom he had the following
children—John W., Christopher Columbus, Daniel J., Jacob, Elizabeth, Martin and
Sarah. In 1824, he came to Montgomery County, and located on Wolf Creek, one
mile from Dayton, where he died in January, 1871. His wife was born at Jonestown, Lebanon Co., Penn., June 3, 1800, and all his children are still liviug. They
are descendants of an old family, who came from Berlin, Germany, at an early day.
John W., our subject, stayed on his father's farm until seventeen years old, when he
learned the carpenter trade with George Dice (above Dayton), with whom he stayed
two years. He then worked as a journeyman until 1865, when, with J. N . Eyer, he
commenced business for himself. Mr. Eyer retired from the firm in 1876, and for two
years afterward Mr. Mason Davis was a partner. Since then, Mr. Sollenberger has
conducted his business alone. He has been married three times, first February 17,
1842, to Mary Wagner, daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth Wagner, of Little York,
Montgomery Co., Ohio, by whom he had four children, one boy and three girls, all of
whom are living except a babe, that died soon after its mother, who died June 6, 1854.
His second marriage was celebrated November 3, 1856, to Mary A. Roney, daughter
of Hercules and Susan Roney, of Little York, who, after hearing him three boys and
three girls, died April 2, 1870. He afterward married, February 14. 1871, Barbara
Schoch, daughter of Frederick and Saloma (Spielman) Schoch, of Baden Baden, Germany, who emigrated to America in the spring of 1860, and Montgomery County in
1861. By her he has had one daughter.
Mr. Sollenberger, although over threescore
years of age, looks much younger. He is a steady, hard-working man, who tends to
his own business and leaves others to do the same. His reputation throughout the
city is most complimentary to himself and family.
JAMES STEELE was born in Rockbridge County, Va., October 28, 1778, and
died in Dayton August 22, 1841. He was of Scotch-Irish ancestry, the family having
emigrated from the North of Ireland to Virginia in 1737. His father, Robert Steele,
removed to Kentucky in 1788, and settled in Fayette County, near Lexington. James
Steele was brought up amid the dangers and privations of pioneer life, and the foundations were thus laid for a manly, self-reliant character. When twenty-one years old he
loaded a flat-boat with produce, and descending the Kentucky. Ohio and Mississippi
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Rivers to New Orleans disposed of his cargo, and returned on horseback to his home
in Kentucky. In 1806, he came to Dayton and engaged in merchandising in connection with Joseph Peirce, whose sister, Phebe Peirce, he afterward, in 1812, married.
Isaac Peirce, the father of his wife, was a member of the Ohio Company, and came to
Marietta, Ohio, in 1788, with the first colony which settled in the State," the same year
in which the Steele family arrived in Kentucky. When he became a citizen of Dayton, he at once identified himself with all efforts to promote the prosperity of the town.
He took the liveliest interest in education, and served for many years as a Trustee of
the old Dayton Academy. He was a member of the board when the old buildings on
St. Clair street were sold, and a new one erected on the lot where the present hio-h
school building stands. He was instrumental in the employment of Mr. E. E. Barney
as a teacher, and appreciating his admirable qualities, retired from the Trusteeship,
when he retired from the Academy. Because of his well-known interest in education'
he was appointed by the Governor of Ohio one of the earliest Trustees of Miami University, and served for many years, manifesting the deepest interest in that institution
until the time of his death. He was early elected a Trustee of the First Presbyterian
Church. He was a member of that body when the first and second church buildings
were erected on the lot where the present elegant stone structure stands. He was
especially interested in the second building, which, when erected, was considered a
/ model church, and gave to it much of his means and personal attention. The house
' was just completed when he died in 1841. An incident of the war of 1812 may
serve to illustrate his promptness and decision of character. After the disgraceful surrender of Gen. Hull, news came to Dayton that the Indians assembled in'council near
Piqua, emboldened by the success of the British, were dangerous and threatening to
attack the inhabitants. The news came on Saturday, and, on Sunday morning at 7
o'clock, a company of seventy men was ready, and marched to the front, commanded by
Capt. Steele. The alarm proved to be groundless, and, after a few days the company
returned home. Capt. Steele was retained longer in the service by order of Gen. Harrison, to superintend the building of block-houses at St. Mary's for the protection of the
people of that region. In 1824, he was chosen one of the electors for President and
Vice President of the United States for the State of Ohio, and had the satisfaction of
joining in casting the vote of the State for his friend and favorite statesman, Henry
Clay. He was twice elected by the Legislature an Associate Judge for Montgomery
County, and served in that capacity for fourteen years. In 1834, he was elected to
represent Preble and Montgomery Counties in the Senate of the State, and, in 1836,
re-elected, serving four years. He was one of tho original stockholders in 1840 in the
Woodland Cemetery Association, and presided at the meeting when the Association was
organized by the election of the first Board of Trustees. He was elected a Director in
tho Dayton Bank in 1815, and, in 1822, was elected President and held the position up
to the end of his life. The bank occupied the two-story stone building still standing
on Main street, nerth of First. I t was the aim of the bank to accommodate Dayton
mechanics and business men with loans at a low rate of interest, and such customers
were always preferred to foreign borrowers, even i f more profitable. So prudently had
the bank been managed that it did not seriously sutler from the great commercial
reverse commencing in 1837, and continuing through several years. I t was a matter of
great pride to the officers of the bank that while the other banks of the State were
compelled to suspend specie payments, its notes were redeemed in coin whenever presented. The following extract of an obituary notice, written by the late Judge Crane
and published in the Dayton Journal, will show the estimation in which he was held by
his fellow citizens. " In all the relations of life, public and private, his character
was irreproachable. On the bench he was distinguished for good sense, integrity and
impartiality. As a legislator in a period of great public excitement, though firm and
consistent in his political opinions, he won the esteem and respect of his opponents by
his candor and moderation. His private life was not more marked by strict and unyielding integrity than by the kindness and benignity of his nature to all his fellowcreatures. His death was sudden and unlooked-for, but he was a humble and devoted
Christian, and his life had been in preparation for that awful event."
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DR. JOHN STEELE, Dayton. John Steele, M. D., the son of Robert and Agnes
Coulter Steele, was bom in Fayette County, Ky., April 1,1791. He was educated at Transylvania University, Lexington, Ky., and attended lectures in the medical department of
the University of Pennsylvania at Philadelphia, of which college the celebrated Dr. Benjamin Rush was at the time a Professor and lecturer.
Having completed his medical course, he was induced by the residence of his
brother, James Steele, in Dayton, to choose that place to commence the practice of his
profession. During the war of lSljL.Dayton was a depot of supplies for the army, and
a great thoroughfare. A large number of wounded from the army were brought to the
town and a hospital established. Dr. Steele was empljttjedjg a . ^ J ^ o i ^ j ^ j r a r e o o n ^
and found ample opportunity to extend and perfect his kuo^îêd*ge of surgery'. This was
of the utmost value to a young surgeon just beginning practice, and gave him at once
an established position in his profession. In his after life, he was called in consultation
in difficult cases in all the surrounding country.
Confining himself closely to his profession, and steadily refusing all offers of political preferment, his life, well rounded and filled with usefulness as it was, offers few
salient points for the biographer. He was always ready to discharge the duties of a good
citizen, and served for many years as a member and President of the City Council. His
name is prominently connected with the benevolent and religious societies of his day ;
he was a founder and liberal contributor of the Dayton Library Association ; was an
original stockholder in the Woodland Cemetery Association, and a prominent member
and President of the Montgomery County Medical Society. In 1829, he was elected
an Elder of the First Presbyterian Church, and served in that capacity until 1837. In
that year a colony, of which he was a leading member and Elder, left the First Church
and established the Third Street Presbyterian Church. He was largely instrumental, at
great self-sacrifice, in building a house of worship, which, at the time, was considered one
of the finest chureh buildings* in the West. This has been recently removed to give
place to another and finer, but the present builders will not be called upon to bestow on
the work a tithe of the anxious thought and self-denial required of the building committee of the first house. Dr. Steele served the Third Street Church as a Ruling Elder
from its origin to the time of his decease. Only members of that church can know the
respect and love in which he was held.
In his extensive practice in Dayton and Montgomery County, he made a wide circle of acquaintances and friends. Many families may yet be found, although twenty-seven
years have elapsed since his death, who speak of him with reverence and warm affection.
He was remarkable for his dry humor and wit, and his old patients recall and repeat his
witty sayings with a relish, no doubt heightened by the memory of the relief they
brought amid the despondency and pain of the sick room. After a protracted illness,
which he bore with the greatest fortitude aud patience, he died October 21, 1854.
Nothing better illustrates the deep impression he made on the community than the
testimonials offered to his memory at the time of his death. The following is an extract
of an editorial which appeared in the Dayton Journal:
" We seek not to write a formal obituary of the departed, nor yet to attempt a detail of his virtues or of the remarkable traits of character for which lie was distinguished.
His long residence in Dayton dating back to its early settlement, and his prominent position as a practitioner of medicine, gave him an extensive acquaintance in the city and
surrounding country, securing for him a name which is associated with all that is honorable, noble and elevated in human character. Few men go down to the grave leaving
a memory in which the fragrance of good deeds, the exaltation of true manhood, and the
elevation of Christian character, so happily combine to render it truly blessed."
The following are the proceedings of the Montgomery County Medical Society:
" At a called meeting of the Montgomery County Medical Society, occasioned by
the death of Dr. John Steele, the President (Dr. Haines) addressed the society in a very
feeling and appropriate manner. He was followed by Dr. Awl and others, after which
the following resolutions were adopted :
" WHEREAS, the members of the Montgomery County Medical Society have received
r
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notice of the death of John Steele, M . D., a former President of this body, and a great
and good man, always respected and beloved in the profession. A n d , W H E R E A S , we
with one accord have assembled to take suitable action on an occasion so appropriate for
testimony to departed worth. Therefore, be it
'• Resolved, That a public acknowledgment of the many virtues, and the noble bearing of our venerable and departed friend and co-laborer in medical practice, is not only
honorable and due on the part of the living, but is eminently just aud becoming to the
memory and character of the departed dead.
"Resolved, That, as citizens and surviving members of a common profession, we
deeply realize and every way deplore the loss which science and the community have
this day sustained in the removal by death of this highly esteemed and useful man.
" Resolved, That we most truly sorrow and condole with the members of his family
and relatives in this affliction and dispensation of Divine Providence.
" Resolved, That we attend his funereal in a body and as a society."
Dr. Steele was twice married. His first wife, whose maiden name was Jane Boyd,
lived but a short time after marriage. On the 30th of October, 1823, he married Miss
Cornelia K i n g , of Morristown, N . J., who, after a happy married life of thirty-one years,
survived him twenty-five years, dying A p r i l 25, 1880.
Í ^ ^ H i s eldest son, Dr. Henry K . Steele, adopted his father's profession and succeeded
to his practice. To benefit the health of his family, he removed, in 1871, to Denver,
Colo., where he now resides, enjoying a large and lucrative practice.
B O B E R T W S T E E L E , son of James Steele, whose biography appears in this
work, was born in Dayton July 3, 1819. He was prepared for college i n the Dayton
Academy, at that time in charge of Mr. E. E. Barney, and was graduated at Miami
University in 1840.
After leaving college, he entered the law office of Crane & Davies, hut attacked
with hemorrhage of the lungs, was prohibited by his physician from pursuing the
study of the law. Unable to practice a profession, he' heartily engaged in enterprises
for the benefit of the community.
I n 1842, when a city charter was granted to Dayton, and the public schools
organized under i t , he was appointed by the City Council a member of the Board of
Education. This position he filled by repeated re-elections for thirty years, and served
for twelve years as President of the board. I n 1847, he was one of the founders of
the Dayton Library Association, and for many years a Director and President. When,
in 1800, the Library Association was united with the Public Library, he was appointed
by the Board of Education Chairman of the library committee and served in that
capacity until 1875, when he retired from the Board of Education.
á^^On
his retirement from the board the following resolutions were unanimously
adopted :
^WHEREAS, Mr. Robert W. Steele retires from this board after a continuous service of more
than thirty years ; Therefore be it
Rnolved, That we desire iu the name of the people of Dayton, whom we represent, to
thank him for his faithful and efficient service as a member of this board, for the interest he has
always manifested in the cause of popular education and for his untiring efforts to increase the
efficiency of our common school system.
Resolved, That for his constant, able and unremitting attention to the Public Library is in
a great, measure due the establishment and griwth of an institution which is a just source of
pride to the people of Daylon; and that we sincerely regret the decision which deprives the
schools and library of the benefit of his judgment and experience.
Resolved, That these resolutions be enrolled upon the minutes of this board, and that a
copy of the same be furnished Mr. Steele by the Clerk.
I n 1844, he was one of the incorporators of Cooper Female Seminary, and served
as a member of the Board of Trustees until the institution passed into private hands.
I n 1857, he was appointed by Gov. Chase a Trustee of Miami University and served
nine years.
_ He was one of the earliest members of the Montgomery County Agricultural
Society and served as its President.
He has also been an active member of the several
Horticultural Societies which have been established, and has been Treasurer from the
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beginning of the present successful one. I n 1852, he was elected a member of the
Ohio State Board of Agriculture and had charge, in 1853, of the first State Fair held
in Dayton. At that time the labor of preparing for the fair, now performed by a
salaried officer, was largely thrown on the member resident where the fair was held.
In the early history "of the railroads centering in Dayton, he was active in promoting that interest. He has been a subscriber to the stock of all the railroads, except three, entering Dayton. He served as a Director in the Dayton & Western and
Dayton, Xenia & Belpre roads.
The war of the rebellion warmly enlisted his sympathies for the cause of the
Union, and he took an active part in all measures to promote enlistments and to provide for the comfort of the soldiers and their families. He was appointed by the Governor of Ohio and served as a member of the Military Committee for Montgomery
County ; was a member of the Sanitary Commission and Chairman of the Citizens
Committee to assist in raising the Ninety-third Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry.
In 1853, he was elected Secretary of Woodland Cemetery Association to succeed
Robert C. Schenek, who had been sent Minister to Brazil. On the death of John W.
Van Cleve in 1858, he was elected President, and has filled the position to the present
time, a period of twenty-three years.
In 1866, he was appointed by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
(New School) a member of a committee to meet a similar committee on the part of the
Old School branch of the church to devise measures for the re-union of the two
churches. This committee did much of the preparatory work which resulted in the
cordial and happy re-union of the churches.
When the Montgomery County Children's Home was established in 1867, he was
appointed a Trustee by the County Commissioners and served nine years. During his
trusteeship the grounds for the Home were purchased and the present building erected.
In 1867, he was appointed by Gov. Cox, a member of the Ohio State Board of
Charities and served five years. The duty of this board is " to investigate the whole
system of the public charities and correctional institutions of the State, and recommend
such changes and additional provisions as they may deem necessary for their economical and efficient administration."
Mr. Steele has been a member of the Presbyterian Church since 1841, and has
served as an Elder in the Third Street Church since 1854.
JACOB STICKLE, brewer, Dayton, was born in Neckar-Thailfingen, Wurtemberg, Germany, February 26, 1825, and emigrated to America in 1.849, landing in New
Orleans, La., on the 1st of May in that year. His father, John Jacob, and mother,
Katerina, were natives of the above place in Germany, the former having been born
there October 22, 1798. Our subject on his arrival in this country came straight to
Dayton, where he arrived on June 1, 1849, and, for two years thereafter, he butchered,
that being his tr ide, for Adam Hopple. He afterward opened a stall in market, which
he attended for seventeen years, or until 1868, when he purchased the brewery of
Saunders & Stopplemann, in which he now does about $50,000 worth of business annually. He was married, August 31, 1851, to Barbara Drecksel, by whom he had two
children—Katerina and William, the former dying in early childhood. William grew
to manhood, and is now assisting his father in his business, to which he will eventually
succeed. On arriving in Dayton, Mr. Stickle had but little money and no friends; today he is considered one of the wealthy men of the city, which standing he has
obtained by honest dealing with his fellow-men, shrewd business sagacity and close
economy.
HENRY STODDARD (deceased) was born in Woodbury, Conn., March
18, 1788, and died in Dayton, Ohio, November 1, 1869. He was a son of Asa Stoddard, a descendant of the Rev. Anthony Stoddard, of London, Eng., who settled in Boston in 1670, and whose numerous descendants have, for more than two centuries, occupied honorable positions in several States of the Union. Senator Sherman and also
Gen. Sherman are descendants from the Stoddard family. Having received such education as the common schools of this day afforded, our subject spent the last five years
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of his minority in the capacity of store clerk. He then read law and was admitted to
the bar in 1812. Four years later, he came West on horseback in company with the
late Hon. George B. Holt, of Dayton, and, in 1817, permanently located in that city
At that time Dayton was a village of some (300 inhabitants in the center of a vast
unbroken wilderness, and lor many years, Mr. Stoddard made the circuit of the courts
in the different counties on horseback, riding for days through the storms of winter
and at night often sleeping in tho bush. Of the early lawyers of Dayton, Mr. Stoddard
was one of the most prominent and successful. From 1840 to 1844 he was in part
nersh.p with Judge D. A. Haynes. Having by the latter year acquired a handsome
competency, ho retired from regular practice and devoted himself to the management of
his private affairs. He was one of the constituent members of the First Presbyterian
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held the office of Vice President and Life Director of the American Colonization Soctety. bor many years previous to his death, he was an invalid. His first wife was
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> « a P., now a resident of St Louis, Mo. His second wife was Susan Williams, the daughter of an early
pioneer of Dayton. She died April 5, 1861, leaving three sons and one daughter to
honor her memory. The daughter is Mrs. Ool. S. B. Smith, of Dayton. The oldest
son is a resident of California. The two youngest, John W. and Ebenezer P. constitute the manufacturing firm of John W. Stoddard & Co., one of the most extensive
of its kind i„ the country. In 1861, Mr. John W. married Miss Susan, daughter of
llame 1 Kiefer, a retired business man of Dayton, and has had five children born him
three hving tie is a man of modest manners and great kindness of heart. He graduated from Princeton College, N. J., in 1858; studied law with his father and was
admitted to practice in 1860. He continued, however, but a short time in the profession and then turned his attention to manufacturing business. Ebenezer F the
youngest son of our subject, graduated at Yale College in 1867, and in the autumn following engaged with his brother in the manufacture of linseed oil, in which business
they continued five years. In 1872, he was made Superintendent and Secretary of the
Dayton Steam Gauge Company, and, in 1875, became a member of the firm of John
tt . btoddard! & Co and has since been Superintendent of their manufactory. On
November 0 1868 he married Miss Bessie W., daughter of Col. John G. Lowe, of
IJayton, and has had four children, two deceased. He is a gentleman of a genial
accommodating spirit, and is very systematic, prompt and energetïc.
HENRY W. STOUT printer, Dayton. The history of this county would
be incomplete without a brief sketch of Henry W. Stout, the veteran printer
and publisher of Ohio He was born in Somerset County, N . J., November 7, 1807,
and in 1811 came with his parents to Warren County, Ohio. His father, George W.
Stout, went, out in the war of 1812, and died during that struggle. Henry was the
eldest m a family of three children, and is to-day the only survivor. He began to learn
the printers trade May 11, 1822, in the office of the Western Star, Lebanon, Ohio,
where he remained four years, then went to Cincinnati and worked eight months, during which time he made up the forms and worked off the first large-sized daily sheet
published m that city. In the fall of 1826, he went to New York, and worked for
nearly six years in Harper s Publishing House, four of which he was Superintendent
of the composing room. In the spring of 1833, he was engaged as editor on the
Wooster Journal, of Wajne County, Ohio : in the fall of the same year became editor
and proprietor of the Ohio Argus, of Lebanon, Ohio ; and the following spring moved his
paper 'o Franklin, where he issued it under the name of the Ohio Argus and Franktin Gazette. Phis was the first printing establishment in Franklin. In 1839, he removed to S.dney, Ohio, and there published his paper under the title of the Ohio Argus and S i d y Aurora. In 1841, he purchased the Troy Times, of Troy, Ohio,
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transcript, which he disposed of in
18..0 to W ilham C. Howells & Co. The same year he took back the Transcript, and
its name was changed to the Davton Gazette, with which he was connected until 1858.
öince that time, he has been connected with various papers of Dayton in different ca-
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pacities. In 1872, he established the Franklin Advertiser, which he sold in 1876, and
since then has run a job office in which several papers have been printed. I n September, 1837, Mr. Stout was married to Caroline A. McClisty, who bore him one son,
George K., who died as a veteran of the rebellion in 1864. Mrs. Stout died in 1843,
and in 1845 he married Elizabeth Kennedy, to whom has been born one daughter,
Esther Anna, who died in 1878. Although Mr. Stout is nearly seventy-five years of
age, he is still able to look after his office and business, in which he has been engaged
more than sixty years, a period unparalleled in the history of the Ohio press.
JOHN TEMPLE, deceased, was born February 3, 1821, in Aberdeenshire,
Scotland, and was a son of Robert and Christina (Allen) Temple, people in moderate
circumstances, who followed the quiet occupation of farming. His fatherwas a Captain
in tho militia, and his mother a daughter of Capt. Robert Allen of the Royal Navy.
John enjoyed the advantages of the parochial schools of his native country until seventeen years old, when he was apprenticed to learn the trade of machinist and mechanical
engineer at the town of Cubadona. He served five years at his trade, and after attaining
his majority was employed foy one year as a journeyman in Scotland. In April, 1843,
he left home to seek his fortune in America, and having a natural proclivity for general
mechanics, he soon became familiar with the details of mill building, which he carried
on in Canada until the year 1848, when he entered the " States," first at Buffalo, and
afterward residing at Sandusky, Ohio. In July, 1851, he arrived at Dayton, where he
followed mill building along the valley of the Miami, and in 1854 became associated
with two partners under the firm name of Stout, Mills & Temple, in the manufacture
of mill machinery, which firm has long been widely known as being the most extensive
and enterprising manufacturers of mill machinery in the West. In 1859, he obtained
a patent for the American turbine wheel, an invention whose importance may be inferred
from the fact that although it was followed by a great number of imitations as close as
the law would permit, it continued for more than a decade to almost monopolize the
market, and of which more than 5,000 have been manufactured at the shops of the
firm. The case, as well as the wheel, is his invention, and the subject of a patent. I n
1873, both ot these patents were renewed by the Government. Mr. Temple was also
the author or projector of several other inventions of importance, but on which he neglected to secure patents. Prominent among these are the universal feed for boring
mills and drill presses, also an engine for the cutting and automatic counting of the
teeth of wheels. The drill feed has come into general use, and would have been the
source of a handsome income i f he had secured the patent on it. From the above
recital of the principal events of his career, it is not necessary to say he was a self-made
man. He was married April 6, 1853, to Sarah Ann, daughter of Henry Riddick, of
Preble County, Ohio, by whom he had five children, of whom only one survives, viz.,
John O, who now occupies his father's place in the firm. Mr. Temple died February
7, 1879, leaving a host of friends to mourn his loss. To the mechanical world his death
was a calamity, as his fertile brain was continually devising new and important pieces
of mechanism. He was a life-long Mason of the highest standing, and was buried
with the ceremonies of the Scottish Rite degree. He was also an able and consistent
member of the I . O. O. F. fraternity, and of the First Baptist Church of Dayton. I n
conclusion we would say the immense success of the firm with which he was connected,
is largely due to his untiring energy, inventive genius and mechanical skill, in fact, we
have been told by manufacturers and others who knew him throughout his business
career, that John Temple was " the brains " of the Globe Iron Works.
E L I H U THOMPSON. The subject of this sketch was, born on the 13th day
of October, 1837, in Randolph Township, Montgomery County, Ohio. His parents
both emigrated from the State of Pennsylvania, his father, James F. Thompson, from
Fayette County, in the year 1818, and his mother, Mary Ann Riley, in the year 1820,
from Bedford County, in that State. The father came with his parents, by means of
flat-boat, from above Pittsburgh on the Allegheny, to Cincinnati, while the mother
came with her family by means employed on the overland routes in that day. The
•lands at that time in Randolph Township, were heavily timbered, and a great measure
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swampy in their character, and required a vast amount of labor bestowed on them before
they could be fitted for cultivation. There was at that time considerable land held by
the Government, which was taken up by these early settlers, and is now among the best
farms in that part of the county. The first schoolhouse in that district was built about
a half mile from where Mr. B. Thompson was born, and at which, for several years, he attended school, and acquired his rudimental education. He excelled especially in spelling, it being said of him at one time, by an admiring teacher, that he could spell everything in Webster's spelling book, without missing a single word. In the year 1848,
his parents removed to Jackson Township, near Farmersville of the same county, where
until the year 1854 he remained with them upon the farm, engaged with them in its
ordinary employment, and attending the common schools during the winter months.
In 1855, he attended the southwestern Ohio Normal School at Lebanon, Warren County,
and in September of that year, commenced teaching one of the schools in the immediate neighborhood of Farmersville, which he continued in for several months, and again returned to the normal school at Lebanon, and engaged in the study of the higher branches
of mathematics and the natural sciences. After becoming proficient in all the branches
necessary to be taught in those schools of the country, in which he continued to teach
for several years, he determined to adopt the practice of the law as his permanent profession in life, and to this end provided himself with copies of Blackstone, Kent and
Walker's Commentaries on the Law, along with Parsons on Contracts and Greenleaf on
Evidence, and Bouvier's Law Dictionary, and while engaged in his ordinary occupation
of teaching, gave all the time to reading these books of the law that he could command;
and in the year 1862, attended one term of th» law school at Cleveland, Ohio, where
he graduated with some thirty others, and was admitted to the bar of the State, and
upon the recommendation of the professors of the college, also to practice in the District
Court of Northern Ohio. At that time the war was in progress, and after the close of
the law school, upon returning to Dayton on the 6th of August, with a number of the
young men of the neighborhood, he enlisted in the Ninty-third Ohio Regiment, under
Capt. Allen, Company E, and in the latter part of the month went with his regiment
into Kentucky, as far as Lexington, where he was taken sick and ordered to the hospital, while the regiment itself was sent on that precipitate march to Richmond, Ky., to
engage Kirby Smith, who was then advancing northward with a view of attacking
the city of Cincinnati. The Union forces were driven back upon Lexington in the
wildest disorder and confusion, and the town on the next week was captured by the forces
under Gen. Morgan and Kirby Smith, and all who were then in the hospital declared
to be prisoners of war, and as soon as they were able to march were paroled. About
the middle of September, Mr. Thompson reported at Camp Chase, Columbus, and again
in October, when upon being subjected to a medical examination, he was declared physically
unable to discharge the duties ot a private soldier and was honorably discharged, and
entirely satisfied with all that is not derived from the pride and pomp and circumstanstance of war. He again returned to his profession, teaching, in which he continued
until March, 1864, when he came to Dayton and opened a law office, since which time
he has closely devoted himself almost exclusively to the business and duties of that profession. In the year 1869, he was elected Prosecuting Attorney of Montgomery County,
ant re-elected in 1871, serving in this capacity for a period of four successive years,
with a measure of success both gratifying to himself and the members of his profession.
Mr. Thompson's parents are both now living at Johnsville, in this county, his father,
at the age of seventy, and his mother at the age of sixty-eight years. The father
served as a member of the Ohio Legislature for one term, in the years 1874-75. His
father's family consists of the subject of our sketch ; L. H. Thompson, engaged in merchandising, at Troy, Ohio ; Franklin Thompson, farmer, and W. R. Thompson a physician, and one daughter, Eliza Jane Lukens, all of whom are living, no deaths having as
yet occurred in the immediate family of the parents. In 1865, Mr. E. Thompson was
married to Elina Jane Gregg, of Springboro, Warren County, Ohio, who died at Dayton on the 11th of September, A. D. 1865. In 1868, he was again married, to Miss
Belle Whitmore, of Dayton, Ohio, who is the daughter of Jacob Whitmore, deceased,
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formerly a resident of Madison Township, adjoining the Soldiers' Home. In his political faith, Mr. Thompson is a Democrat, but independent in his judgment upon all political subjects, believing in gold and silver as the only true theory of a currency, an ardent
advocate of free trade, believing that in the end the protection system will prove itself
to be founded in the worst character of sophistry and selfishness, and be the means of enforcing the oppression of many to enrich the comparatively few in number. In matters
of religion, he may be said to be Unitarian, giving all religious discussion a fair hearing, but reserving all matters of faith to his private judgment. He is not a believer in
the popular creeds of the day, but yields a hearty assent to the faith and doctrines of
immortality. He has devoted much time and attention to writing upon these subjects,
associating them with the scientific discussions of the day, and while having never appeared in public, has given several interesting lectures to select and private assemblies
upon subjects of this charcater, and for his amusement, as well as culture, has indulged
in writing poems, most of which however, are of a humorous nature.
ISAAC N. THORNE, merchant, Dayton, was born in Waterloo, Seneca Co.,
N. Y., October 25, 1842. He is the son of Isaac and Eliza (Buddell) Thorne, of
New York. Our subject is one of a family of two sons and two daughters. He attended the public schools of his native city until he was fourteen years of age, when he
was obliged, on account of diseased eyes, to give up his schooling. He afterward
clerked in a grocery, worked on his father's farm, learned tinning, and in 1863 enlisted
in Battery L, Sixteenth New York Heavy Artillery, from which he was discharged at
the close of the war. After the war, he returned to Waterloo, where he remained until 1870, when he came to Dayton and started a junk shop. He is. still in that business, and has sixteen wagons constantly on the road. In 1867, he married Elizabeth
Close, daughter of William and Mary Close, of Waterloo, by whom he has had three
boys and one girl, the latter having since died. Mr. Thorne is a member of tne Board
of Education and Chairman of the High School Committee. He is also a member of
the Knights of Honor, and Grace Methodist Church. He takes a good deal of interest in educational matters, and is a valuable auxiliary to that board.
DR. H. A. TOBEY, Superintendent of the Dayton Asylum for the Insane, Dayton, was born in the northern part of Union County, Ohio, April 6, 1852, where his
early boyhood life was spent. In 1864, his parents located in Mt. Victory, Hardin
Co., Ohio, where he acquired his primary education. During the years 1870-71, his
time was devoted in Wesleyan University at Delaware.
At the age of twenty, he commenced the study of medicine under the tutorship
of Drs. Watt and Snodgras, of Kenton, Ohio, and graduated at the age of twentythree, at the Miami Medical College of Cincinnati, Ohio. He soon after located in Sidney,
Ohio, where he practiced two years, the latter one in partnership with the able and
established Dr. H. S. Conklin, the father of Dr. Conklin, of Dayton. While in Sidney, he received and accepted an appointment to the Columbus Insane Asylum, as Assistant Physician under the well-known Dr. Richard Gundry, who was for sixteen years
the Superintendent of the Insane Asylum at Dayton, Ohio, and one to whom much is
due for the present standing of the institution. In May, 1877, a political re-organization
of the Columbus Asylum took place, at which time some of the officials were removed,
but Dr. Tobey was then promoted to First Assistant Physician, which position he held
until May, 1880, when he was elected to his present position, of which he took charge
July 15 following. To undertake to estimate the life and career of one so young as he,
would be a premature proceeding ; but, marked as it has been by integrity and profitable exercise of sound abilities, there can be no danger in predicting that his future will
satisfy every reasonable hope of his many friends.
CHARLES F. TOWER, manufacturer,' Dayton. This gentleman is a member
of the Tower Varnish Company, and was born in Hingham, Mass., twelve miles from
Boston, April 19, 1823. His father was Isaiah Tower, a farmer of that county.
When old enough, Mr. Tower servedas an apprentice at the painting trade at Roxbury,
now a portion of the city of Boston. He then attended school two years at Worcester,'
Mass., and subsequently engaged to do ornamental painting for Downing & Son, man-
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ufacturers of busses, coaches, etc., Concord, Nf. H. He remained at that business four
years, and for one year after contracted for the painting in the car shops established at
Hartford. In March, 1852, Mr. Tower came to Dayton, and soon after took the contract for painting in the car works then owned by B. Thresher & Co. Mr. Tower manufactured all the varnishes and Japan used by that establishment, and after a period of
six years, engaged with E. & J. B. Thresher in the manufacture of varnishes. He remained in this connection eight and a half years. He then sold out his interest, and in
connection with Chicago parties, formed the stock company, for the manufacture of varnish, etc , under the name of the Tower Varnish Co., Mr. Tower becoming its President.
This office he has satisfactorily filled to the present time. Mr. Tower became a member
of the Baptist denomination while a resident of Roxbury, and upon coming to Dayton
united with the First Church. When a portion of the society, residing in the eastern
part of the city desired a place of worship nearer home, Mr. Tower became one of the
organizers of the Linden Avenue Church, and, with his wife, has continued a faithful
member to the present time. He was married, in 1852, to Annie J. Bisbee, a native
of Waterville, Me. They have one son—Carl V. Mr. Tower was formerly a member
of the Free Soil and Liberty parties, but since the organization of the Republican party,
has been a quiet, but earnest advocate of its principles.
JAMES TURNER, retired, Dayton, was born on the 8th of June, 1812, at
Kidderminster, Worcestershire, England, and at the age of nine years was put to learn
the trade of a Brussells carpet weaver, and was considered an adept in the business
upon reaching his majority. From fourteen to twenty-three, Mr. Turner devoted all his
spare moments through the day time, as well as every night, to study, having had no
chance of attending school after his ninth year, and thus he laid the foundation for
that wider sphere of knowledge, which he afterward acquired by contact with men
and books. At the age of eighteen, he joined the I . 0. O. F., and is yet an active
member of the order, having devoted much of his time to the advancement of friendship, love and truth. He was married, June 21, 1835, to Miss Mary Brooks, of Stone
Parish, near Kidderminster, England, and on the 12th of May, 1840, left his native
land with his wife and three children, landing in New York on the 24th day of June
following. In 1842, he came with his family to Dayton, Ohio, arriving hereon the 12th
of July, having traveled by water and wagon from Tariffville, Conn., spending fourteen days on the road. Soon after coming to Dayton, he began working at coverlet and
carpet weaving, on the corner of Fifth and Stone streets, continuing in that line until
March, 1858, when he formed a partnership with Robert Mercer, and eugaged in the
wood-turning business. In 1852, Mr. Turner was elected a member of the City Council, and continued therein most of the time until,, 1880. In 1857, he was elected a
County Commissioner of this county, and in 1859 was elected Magistrate, which position he filled until 1868, with credit to himself and satisfaction to" the community at
large. In the fall of 1862, Mr. Turner was appointed by the Governor a member of
the Military Committee of Montgomery County, and May 23, 1863, was requested to
raise a company of Ohio National Guards, which he did, reporting to the Adjutant
General on June 28, that he had enlisted eighty-seven men, which company was accepted and designated as Company B, Second Regiment Ohio National Guards, of
which Mr. Turner was immediately elected Captain. On the 2d day of May, 1864,
under the call of Gov. Brough for one-hundred-day men, he reported with his company
for duty, was accepted, and mustered into the United States service as Company B,
One Hundred and Thirty-first Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, did duty at Baltimore, Md., and was mustered out at Columbus, Ohio, August 25,1864. In 1868, Mr.
Turner retired to private life, but in 1878 he was elected to the State Legislature to
fill a vacancy therein. At this time our subject is a well-preserved man of nearly
seventy years of age, forty of which has been spent in Dayton, and we can truly say
that few men have won and retained to a greater degree the respect and confidence of
its citizens.
JEFFERSON A. WALTERS, physician, Dayton, was born in Fayette County,
Penn., October 19, 1810.
His father, Ephraim Walters, was born iu the same
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county in 1776, and, in 1800, boated flour to New Orleans in a keel-boat.
In
1803, he married Elizabeth Ache, daughter of a Dunkard preacher, and passed his life
in farming and stock-raising, and died at the ripe old age of ninety years. Ephraim,
the grandfather of our subject, was captured at the age of fourteen by the Shawnee
Indians on the South Branch of the Potomac, in Virginia, in 1851, together with his
mother and six other children, her husband being shot dead at the same time. On
crossing the mountains westward, her nursing babe was torn from her breast and its brains
dashediaut against a tree, and she herself was tied to a tree and tortured to death in the
most horrid manner. Young Walters and the other prisoners were taken to an Indian village on the Monongahela, near Pittsburgh, and was adopted by the chief, Youghashaw,
kindly treated, and became an expert hunter. He was a witness of Braddock's defeat, and
the fall of Port Du Quesne in 1758. He was exchanged in 1759, but becoming offended
at the overbearing disposition of some British officers, he soon followed his Indian associates to Ohio and spent two years on the Muskingum River and its branches. In 1761, he
returned to the Monongahela, and made his headquarters at the village of the celebrated Indian chief, Cornstalk, in what is now Payette County. I n 1770, he located,
by " tomahawk title," about seven hundred acres of land in that county, which is
to-day among the finest and most valuable land of any in Western Pennsylvania. I n
the same year, he married a Miss De Bolt, of French descent, and from this union there
were reared seven sons and three daughters' Three lived to the age of ninety ; six to
over seventy-five, and one to fifty-five. During the Revolution, Mr. W. raised a company for the defense of the settlement. During the war of 1812, his youngest son
being drafted, Mr. Walters, though over seventy-five years of age, offered himself as a
substitute, and was accepted. For a number of years he filled the office of Justice of
the Peace. Most of the land which he located is still in possession of his descendants.
He died in 1835, aged ninety-six years, and his wife followed him seven years later at
the age of ninety-four years. Dr. W., our subject, came to Ohio in the fall of 1830,
and entered as the first"student at the Eclectic Medical College, then just organized at
Worthington, Ohio, where he graduated in 1834. He began practice in Perry County,
where he remained some three years. In June, 1837, he located as a practicing physician in Dayton, Ohio. On December 24, 1840, he married Lucetta E., only daughter
of James Brooks, by whom he has had one son and one daughter. In the summer of
1841, he engaged in the drug trade, which he carried on very successfully for twentyfive years. In January, 1866, he had the misfortune to be thrown from a buggy,
receiving a very serious injury to his spine. He was almost disabled for six years
afterward, and was a great sufferer, but finally found relief, and has since enjoyed tolerable health. His only son, James B., is a prominent druggist of Dayton. In politics,
Dr. W. has always been a stanch Democrat. He now devotes most of his time to
intellectual pursuits, of which he is specially fond. He is particularly fond of historical and philosophical subjects, and his reading in this direction has made him quite an
antiquarian. He is well preserved for his age, and looks much younger than he is.
He possesses a very genial nature and unusually fine social qualities.
JOHN A. WEAVER, tobacconist, Dayton, was born in Ohio October 9,1819.
His father was Adam Weaver, a Revolutionary soldier, a native of Pennsylvania, and
his mother a native of Ohio. Our subject, who was their oldest son, was married, in
1840, to Miss Rachael Shade, who was born in 1822, and by whom he has had four
children, two boys and two girls—John Alfred, James M., Elvina and Milla. Of
these, Elvina is married to J. T. Gassett, two others are in New York, and John A l fred is at home, being the only one the old folks have with them. Mr. Weaver was a
farmer until 1878, when he engaged in the tobacco business, in which he has since continued.
LEWIS H . WEBBER, manufacturer and dealer in cut stone, Dayton, was born at
Salem, N. J., in 1845. His father was Thomas Webber, a merchant of that city.
Mr. Webber was reared in his native State and Delaware. He reeeived his educational
training in the Newark Academy, where he prepared for college. In 1869, Mr. Webber came to Dayton through the influence of his uncle, who was engaged in the stone
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business. He obtained employment with the firm as book-keeper, and remained in
that position five years. He then formed a partnership with S. T. Bryce in the stone
business. They erected a mill near the Union depot, where operations were commenced.
Mr. Webber's business increased with time, and at present he is one of the largest contractors of stone in the State. À sketch of his business will be found in the chapter
on the industrial interests of Dayton. Mr. Webber was united in marriage, in 1875,
to Florence Southgate, a native of Delaware. Two children have been sent to bless
this union—Emma E and Florrie. Mr. Webber and wife are faithful and consistent
members of the Third Street Presbyterian Church. Mr. Webber's father and grandfather were " Old-Line Whigs," but the subject of this sketch has been a Republican
" all the days of my life." He is a man of strict business integrity, and since coming
to Dayton has made many warm personal friends.
REV. J. T. WEBSTEB, minister, Dayton. This gentleman was born in Bensalem, Penn., May 26, 1846. His early days were spent on a farm. He graduated at
Andalusia College, Philadelphia, and Racine College, Wisconsin. He taught school for
two years in New Jersey, and subseqently was Adjuuct Professor of Mathematics in
Racine College. He graduated in theology from Nashotah Theological Seminary, Wisconsin ; was ordained Deacon in New Jersey, in May, 1869, and pricsted in Detroit,
Mich., in October, 1871. He was pastor of Trinity Church, Hudson, Mich., five years,
and of Emanuel Church, Detroit, Mich., five years. During six years of his Michigan
pastorate he was editor of the Michigan Diocesan paper, fie became pastor of Christ's
Church, Daytou, Ohio, January 1, 1880, over which he has continued to preside. He
was married, June 2, 1870, to a sister of Judge Barrett, of the Supreme Court of
the State of New York, by whom he has had two children—a daughter aged ten, and a
son aged seven. He is a man of sterling qualities, fully appreciated by the congregation
to which he administers. Though comparatively a young man, his ability, manifested
by the evident deep thought and logical tenets of his sermons, would do credit to a much
older and more experienced head.
J. H. W I L D , manufacturer, Dayton, of the firm of J. H . Wild & Co., proprietors
Dayton Woolen Mills, was born in Delaware, July 9, 1845. His father, John B. Wild,
was engaged in operating a woolen mill in that State. When twelve years of age, Mr.
Wild accompanied his parents to Ohio, locating at Spring Valley, where they remained
nine years, and where the subject of this sketch was reared and educated. He learned
the woolen trade with his father, and has been engaged at that business all his life. For
a short time he was engaged with Charles Rabbitt, at Springfield, and operated a mill
for seven years at Spring Valley. He came to Dayton, and purchased his present mills
of Ritter & Aiken, and from his life experience in the business, has been enabled to
build up a large and profitable trade. A sketch of this business will be found in the
chapter on manufacturing industries,
REV. D A V I D WINTERS, D. D., minister of the Reformed Church, Dayton,
was born in Martinsburg, Beikeley County, Va., December 24, 1801, and is a son of
Rev. Thomas Winters, a pioneer minister of illustrious fame. In 1809, he and family
emigrated to Ohio and located near the (then) village of Dayton. In 1815. they removed to Germantown, Montgomery County, where Thomas continued his ministerial
labors in behalf of the Reformed Church. He was one of the first of his denomination in the West, and in fact the first and only one to spread the doctrines of their
church abroad in the Miami Valley, out of whose labors evidently much good has resulted. About the year 1819, there was a synodical meeting of the Reformed denomination convened at Germantown, Ohio. A t this meeting were present three ministers •
and two Elders. A t the opening of this meeting, each of the former, who were respectively Rev. Thomas Winters, Rev. George Weisz and Rev.
Riderof, these each
were elected to the respective offices, viz. : President, Secretary and Treasurer, transacted their business and adjourned. From this small body has by careful nursing and
the fostering care of those early pioneer ministers, grown to a body of over 500 ministers west of the Alleghany Mountains, with charges for each to fill. We might speak
further of the above meeting, but deem it best for it to occupy a space in the general
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body of this work under the head of German Township. Rev. Thomas Winters continued his pastoral labors in the Miami Valley for many years, but at last laid down
the shield of labor in West Alexandria, Preble County, Ohio, in 1863, and was interred on V. Winter's lot, in the Woodland Cemetery, at Dayton, Ohio. Thus ended
the earthly career of one of the noble pioneer ministers, at the age of eighty-seven.
In the brief foregoing sketch of Rev. David Winters, D. D., it is impossible to do
justice to one so noble as he, and to one who has led so many souls from their sinful
paths to the way of righteousness. He is the second of a family of twelve children,
of whom eight are now living. Of the eight survivors two are ministers, viz., the
subject of this memoir and Rev. Thomas H., the latter one having been in active services in the Reformed Church for many years, but now lives retired at Xenia, Ohio.
The former received his education mainly from his father, and entered the ministry in
1824; was ordained at New Philadelphia, Ohio. Immediately after the ordination, he
removed from Germantown to Dayton, where he has ever since resided. In January,
1825, his nuptials was solemnized with Mary A., eldest daughter of William Huffman,
Esq., of the city of Dayton. In his early pastoral career, it was a common thing for
him to travel on horseback from 2,000 to 3,000 miles per year, organizing congregations, preaching under the tall and stately forest trees, in log huts and barns ; often administering the Lord's Supper to his people where nothing but the canopy of Heaven
overspread them. Thus he labored for many years, having in his field of labor so large
an area that of more recent date it has been divided and subdivided until now there are
seven self-supporting charges that was his original one, and of which he virtually was
the organizer. In the field during his ministerial labors there have been thirteen church
edifices erected, with which he was either directly or indirectly associated. And the
charge he now serves, being known as the Mount Zion, a part of the original field
which he occupied, upon whose call he was ordained, he has served during his entire
ministry, being a period of over half a century. The gentleman is now within a few
months of the allotted period of life, fourscore years, and has been in the ministry
fifty-seven years, the oldest active minister of his denomination in the city or State,
and feel safe in saying in the United States. We here, by permission, place upon
record a few of his correctly-kept records : He has attended 1,255 funerals, confirmed
1,793 persons, baptized 2,569 persons and married 4,564 couples. Rev. Winters has
been for many years prominently identified or connected with the Heidleburg College
and Seminary College at Tiffin, Ohio, of which institution the trustees of the former
several years since conferred upon him the honor of D. D.
VALENTINE WINTERS, Dayton, was born in Clearfield County, Penn., July
8, 1807, and came to Ohio with his parents in 1809. His father, Rev. Thomas Winters, was one of the pioneers in the Miami Valley, and a sketch of his life appears elsewhere in this volume. Two of his brothers, David and Thomas, went into the ministry
of the Reformed Church, and have labored successfully in Southern Ohio for fifty or
more years past.
Valentine, at an early age, showed an aptitude for business, and as Germantown
was too small a field, he left his father's family at the age of eighteen and sought employment in Dayton. He obtained a situation in the dry goods store of Andrew Irwin,
and subsequently in that of Harshman & Rench, in the first case at only $50 per year.
But he showed so much capacity and industry in the business that, united to his pleasant manners, strict integrity and steady habits, he soon earned promotion, and gained
not only the confidence of his employers, but also the hand of the daughter of the head
of the firm, Jonathan Harshman. He was married January 1, 1829. The next year,
he became a member of the firm, which was, for awhile, Harshman, Rench & Co., and
subsequently Rench & Winters, but all the time one of the leading dry goods establishments of Dayton. In 1845, he became cashier of the Dayton Bank, which was what
was then known in Ohio as an Independent Bank. In 1851, the private banking
house of Harshman, Winters & Co. was formed, of which Mr. Winters was the active
and controlling member.
After two years, it gave way to that of Harshman & Winters, and that again,
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after some four years, to V. Winters & Son, composed of the subject of this sketch and
his son, Jonathan H. Winters. This firm continued in the same place for twenty-five
years, enjoying a universal reputation for safety and square dealing. On January 1
1882, it was merged in the " Winters' National Band," named after Valentine Winters',
and established with a capital of $300,000, and already regarded as one of the most
substantial banking institutions in the State.
Valentine Winters, although its largest stock-holder, and still one of its directors
has given over its active control to his son, Jonathan H. Winters, President of the bank'.
Mr. Winters was also President of the Preble County Branch of the State Bank
of Ohio from 1857 to 1806, the close of its charter, and from 1853 to 1866 a member
of the Board of Control of the State- Bank of Ohio, and, as such, was with a few friends
successful in organizing the Ohio Valley Bank in Cincinnati, Ohio, with a view of taking up State bank paper of the different branches for exchange, to keep it out of the
hands of brokers, who would return it to the bank for specie. He continued one of the
directors of this bank until it closed its business.
Mr. Winters took a deep interest in all public enterprises that were calculated to
improve Dayton ; he spent a good deal of time in soliciting stock for the Mad Biver &
Lake Erie Railroad, and subscribed for ten .shares when he had nothing to pay it with •
he was one of the organizers of the Dayton & Western Railroad; spent much time in
soliciting stock and getting right of way ; he was a Director from its organization, and
Treasurer and President for many years. He also built and equipped the first railroad
in Minnesota, being the road between St. Paul and St. Anthony.
He also assisted in forming the Firemans Insurance Company of Dayton, and has been
one of its Directors ever since, and Treasurer most, i f not all, the time. He was one of
the building committee in the erection of their new building on the corner of Main and
Second streets, and is a large stock-holder in all but one of the insurance companies of
Dayton.
Some three years ago, Mr. and Mrs. Winters celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of
their wedding, and the Dayton Journal gave a description of the exercises, and made it
the occasion of an article upon the life and character of Mr. Winters, from which we
make some extracts. After describing the company present, the presentation of a golden
memorial plate, the speeches, music, etc., it added : " One of the pleasant incidents of
the evening was the production by Mr. Winters of his cash-book, commencing January
1, 1829, fifty years ago. I t contained many amusing items, which space will not permit us to copy, but we may state, for the benefit of our young men, that Mr. Winters
commenced his married life $46.75 in debt. His first year's salary, as a clerk in the
dry goods store of Harshman & Rench, was $285, and yet, upon this small sum, after
paying all the expenses of both himself and wife, including their clothing, he managed
to pay the $46.75 he owed, and at the end of the year to have $38.77 to his credit.
The next year his salary was increased to $300, and the total expenses of himself, wife
and child, were $191.18, and with the savings of himself and wife he was able, at the
end of the year, to devote $251.65 to the building of his first house. I t was on Jefferson street, on the site now occupied by the Becke! Hall. At the commencement of the
third year, he was taken in as a partner, and the firm became Harshman, Rench & Co.,
hut, although his family had increased to two children, his expenses for the year were
only $372.
" Thus he continued from year to year, working and saving until, at the end of the first
ten years, he found himself worth over and above all debts, $9,490.60, the foundation of his
present fortune. What a lesson is here presented of the results of probity, industry,
economy and good habits.
"All golden weddings are interesting on account of their rarity, but this of Mr.
Winters and his wife possesses some extraordinary features, which entitle it to a special
celebration. One remarkable feature is the almost uninterrupted good health of the
parties. Both have attained the age of threescore and ten, without any visible or conscious sign that they were nearing the limit allotted to human life. As was stated by
one of the speakers last evening, Mr. Winters is not only the youngest-looking man of
his years in Dayton, but the best-looking gentleman in Ohio.
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"Another extraordinary feature in the life of this couple is their uninterrupted prosperity. Mr. Winters commenced life as a boy, working in a brick-yard near Germantown, at 10 cents per day. He then went into a store in Dayton, and commenced
clerking at $50 per year, and rose year after year, as already shown by his cash-book,
first to a partner in the store, then sole proprietor, and finally a banker, in which
capacity he is best known to the present generation. As a banker, he has conducted
his business with the same energy, caution and probity that insured success in his
previous mercantile operations. He has confined himself strictly to legitimate banking, resisting the temptation to embark on the glittering sea of speculation, which has
lured so many others to shipwreck and ruin. During the many financial panics that
passed over the country in the past thirty years, the banking house of which Mr. Winters is the head, has never suffered in public confidence. The storms of financial distress descended, and the floods came and beat upon that house, and it fell not, because
it was founded on a rock. Another feature that will be generally recognized is the
liberality and generosity of both Mr. and Mrs. Winters in all public, religious and
charitable enterprises, refusing no applications, but generally responding to all." Mr.
Winters has long been an active and consistent member of the Presbyterian Church,
and has contributed largely, both in time and money, to the construction of the new
church and chapel on Third street. His wife, Catharine Harshman Winters, died
April 14, 1882, leaving eight children and twenty-three grandchildren. The former
are—Mrs. N. B. Darst, Mrs. R. R. Dickey, Mrs. C. McDermont, Jonathan H . Winters, Mrs. L. B. Gunckel, Mrs. L. B. Eaton, Mrs. R. McGregor and Mrs. E. C. Shaw,
all but two of whom reside in Dayton. In speaking of her death, the Dayton Journal
said : " Mrs. Winters' life was thoroughly a home life, but many gracious and kindly
influences went out from her life that were never connected with her name. The
writer has knowledge of charitable streams that flowed the fuller because fed from her
hand. And now ' her children rise up and call her blessed, her husband also, and he
praiseth her.' " Mr. Winters, although well advanced in years, enjoys excellent health,
and gives promise of many years of usefulness to the family, church and community,
which have been so long blessed with his kindly aid and fellowship.
W. W. WOLP, physician, Dayton, was born in New Haven, Conn., September 3,
1810. He is the son of James and Betsey Wolf, the former of German descent and
the latter a pure Yankee. They had fifteen children, eight boys and seven girls, of
whom our subject was next to the oldest. They moved to Cincinnati, Ohio, from Connecticut, and our subject here served an apprenticeship to a druggist from 1822 to 1826.
He then commenced learning the baking business. In 1841, he located in Dayton and
commenced reading medicine with Dr. Widard, of that city, at the same time keeping
a bakery, which he still operates. On the 5th of November, 1868, he received a complimentary certificate from the Homoeopathic Medical Society of Montgomery County,
under which he has since been practicing with deserving success. He was married
July 11,1830, to Miss C. Richardson, of Cincinnati, daughter of James Richardson, who
was Drum Major in Gen. Wayne's army. The issue of this marriage was ten children,
four boys and six girls, of whom two boys and two girls survive. One of his daughters
married Samuel Ambrose, of Dayton, and the other is the wife of James C. Hill, of
Canada. The Doctor is still in the prime of life and takes great delight in using the
talents intrusted to him for the benefit of sick and suffering humanity.
H I R A M WYATT, baker, Dayton, was born in Marietta, Washington Co., Ohio,
August 11,1810. In 1812, he was taken with his father's family to Pennsylvania,
where they moved from fear of the Indians, In 1816, they returned to Ohio and settled in Zanesville; from there they went to a farm on Meigs' Creek, thence to Cambridge, Ohio, thence back to Zanesville, and from there to Gallipolis, Ohio, then to
Dresden, where they farmed for several years on land belonging to a brother of General
and son of Maj. Cass, of 1812 fame. They next returned to Zanesville, where Hiram
was apprenticed to a tobacconist, while the family went to Cincinnati. After serving
out three years of his apprenticeship, Hiram ran off on account of his master's cruelty,
and joined his folk in the Queen City, where he served three years and six months as
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an apprentice in the baking business. In 1830, having acquired his trade, he com
menced working as a journeyman in Cincinnati and afterward in Marietta. From the
hitter place, he returned to Cincinnati to pay the expenses attending the burial of his
father and mother, which left him penniless. On the 29th of April, 1834, he came to
Dayton to work during the races, and, two months later, he and Walter Smith Esa
bought the bakery of Tilden & Smith, of which Mr. Wyatt became sole proprietor one
fïr f i w
- "
into partnership under the firm name
iL
7 ', 3* j"
- On January 22, 1835, he married Elizabeth
Elder, daughter of Jonathan Elder, of Honey Creek, by whom he had a son anda
vf
;, rP
P
'
>
S
married, February 21 1839
to Mary C. Davis, daughter of John Davis, of Zanesville, and had by her four daughters
and one son The father of our subject was born in Providence, R. I . , where he married a Miss Blake, and reared a family of six boys and six girls, of whom our subject
was the youngest. The father died in 1833, and the mother one week after him
Ut the family of twelve children our subject is the only one now living He is in his
seventy-second year but is yet full of life and vigor. He possesses a strong constitution and looks much younger than he really is; a man of affable, courteous manners
and of the strictest integrity and moral worth, he has won hosts of friends, who look
upon h!m as a fitting representative of the business growth and prosperity of the Miami
V alley. Politically a Republican, he was in an early dav a member of the City Council
and has ever taken a deep interest in the development of his adopted county
E S. \ OUNG, attorney, Dayton, was born in Lyme, N. FL, February 28 1827
He ,s the grandson of Dr. Hugh Murray Young, an early Irish emigrant to Connecticut!
who was born ,n 1742 and died in 1815. The father of our subject, George Murray
Young was born in Litchfield County, Conn., April 1, 1802, and died in Dayton, Ohio,
August dO, 1878. He was educated at Exeter and Poughkeepsie Acadamies. He
• earned printing, and married in 1826, Sibel Green, of Lyme, N. H ; she died in Dayton, Ohio, m 1865 In 1835, he located in Newark, Ohio, where for ten years he
engaged in mercantile pursuits. In 1840, he was Whig candidate for Senator from
L.cking County, but was defeated in the face of a strong Democractic vote, by only
forty-five» majority For six years succeeding 1845, he was in business in Cincinnati,
Ohm.
In 1851, he moved to Dayton, and was Justice of the Peace and Mayor, and
at he time of his death was United States Commissioner. He was Grand Worthy
matriarch of the Sons of Temperance when that society numbered 30,000 in Ohio and
one of the editors and publishers of the Ohio Organ and Messenger, the organ of the
Sons of Temperance of Ohio and Kentucky, published iu Cincinnati. • His oldest son,
our subject, completed his Sophomore year at Granville College in 1845, and graduated
at Farmers College near Cincinnati, in 1847. He read law with W. J. McKinney, of
Dayton, and in 1853 graduated from the Cincinnati Law School. Durin- a professional practice of twenty-five years, he has been associated, first with George W.
Brown, then A Houk, and from 1866 to 1878, Osear M . Gottschall. In June? 1878,
Mr Young s eldest son George R became a partner. Mr. Young married in SeptemIrl'JT \?
P ' .
, B. Dechert, daughter of Elijah P. Dechen, and
grand-daughter of Judge Robert Porter. He was a strong Union man and an earnest
supporter of Lincoln s administration. He was Commissioner of the Draft in Montgomery County, and made the largest draft of any iu the State. He was also largely
y
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M A X I M I N ZEHLER, Dayton. Brother Maximin Zehler was born in Bergheim,
Alsace, August 19, 1826 From the age of six to fourteen, he received instruction in
the Parochial schools, and from fourteen to sixteen went to a private or select school.
He left h,s home December 27, 1842, to join the Brothers of the Society of Mary,
whose mother house for Alsace was Ebersminster, where he studied and prepared
himself for teaching and began his career as a teacher November 1, 1844. He presented h.mse f for and obtained the teacher's diploma for life, March 3, 1845, at
frí IRdT! i Q ^
,
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of Mary sent the first colony of Brothers (four) to the United States to take charge of
some schools in Cincinnati, Óhio ; Brother Maximin Zehler was of the number. Arrangements were not quite ready to take charge of the intended school, so he assisted his
fellow-brothers to teach. Meanwhile, Eev. A. Meyer bought the Dewberry farm near
Dayton, which was formerly the property of Hon. Charles Anderson, who sold it to
John Stuart. Brother Maximin Zehler arrived by stage (there was no railroad yet
from Cincinnati to Dayton) March 10, 1850 ; two brothers had arrived two days before
him. They lived together in a smail cottage built by Mr. Stuart for a tenant. Maximin Zehler was neither afraid nor ashamed to put his arms to the plow and to other
works. The brothers being too poor to keep a hired man, they performed all the
agricultural labor themselves, of course, sometimes in a very awkward manner. Col.
Jefferso.i Paterson, their next neighbor, spent many an hour with them to show them
how to perform the work on the farm, and his memory is still held in grateful remembrance by the first inmates of the Dewberry place, now called Nazareth. Mr. Stewart
having left the premises May 1, 1850, Brother Maximin Zehler opened the school in
June, 1850, in the house built by Hon. Charles Anderson. He had a few pupils from
Dayton, and some from Van Buren Township. Everything was very imperfect, all
was in harmony with the great poverty of the brothers. He taught school for six
hours daily ; the rest of the time he was employed in working on the harm. During
August, 1850, some candidates for the brotherhood arrived, who took charge of the
farm work, and Brother Maximiu Zehler could then devote more time to his school
and to the study of the adopted mother tongue. In September, 1850, the boarding
school opened. The first boarder was Joseph Greulich, of Dayton ; he was afterward
joined by some more pupils from Dayton, viz., Lawrence Butz, Jr., C. Baumann,
Joseph and Charles Murray, Salvator Schäfer, etc., and some from Cincinnati and
other towns of the vicinity. The number of boarders and day scholars increased, so
that in 1852, at the end of the scholastic year, they numbered some seventy. In 1852,
Mr. Maximin Zehler was sent by his superiors to Cincinnati to take charge of the St.
Mary's school on Thirteenth street, where he found about 140 pupils for two teachers.
He remained there until 1860, when the number of his pupils approached 300, and he
was recalled to Nazareth again to take charge of the boarding school, numbering some
forty pupils. When he returned he found some buildings erected but not finished.
The lower story of the south wing was not even excavated ; there was again room to
practice patience and resignation. By and by the buildings were finished, accommodations for more pupils was gained ; the number increased so that it became a necessity
to build an addition of 40x80, three stories high, in 1865. Shortly after, a house 40x60
was erected as a dwelling house for the Brothers and candidates. In 1867 and 1868,
the church was erected, and, as soon asfinished,was paid for, so that the most Rev. ArchBishop John B. Purcell could consecrate it on the 24th of June, 1868. The number of
pupils had now reached 170 to 180, and many were refused admittance for want of
room, so that Brother Zehler, with the advice of his superiors, began the construction
of the actual St. Mary's Institute. The funds were very limited, but trusting in God's
providence, the plans were made and approved. The work began in 1870, and was
brought to such a completion that, in May, 1871, the pupils could occupy the upper
story of the building as a dormitory. The course of studies opened September, 1871,
in the new building of four stories and a mansard roof. The number of boarders was
now 227, and about from eighty to ninety day scholars from Dayton. After Brother
Zehler had liquidated the debt of the construction of the institute, he conceived the
plan of a playhouse or amusement hall, to provide a place for the pupils in bad weather
for their recreation. The building is 180x60, with an entertainment hall of 40x110,
and twelve small bath rooms provided with warm and cold water attached to the
east side. Mr. Zehler, after having seen the institute in a flourishing condition, the
necessary buildings erected and paid for, obtained from his first superior the favor he was
asking for several years, viz., to lay down his charge of great responsibility, to withdraw
from the directorship and to spend the remainder of his life in another iine of usefulness, for the society to which he belonged since 1842, having spent thirty-two years in
Q
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the education of children. He has charge of the temporal affairs aud directs the
manual labors at Nazareth.
A B I A ZELLER, druggist, Dayton. Abia Zeller was born June 2, 1819, near
Germantown, Montgomery County, Ohio. • He is a son of Michael and Maria (Brauer)
Zeller, and a grandson of Andrew Zeller. Andrew entered into the service of God
about the year 1790. In 1805, he settled near Germantown, Montgomery County,
Ohio, where he immediately began to build up the kingdom of Christ. He assisted
in organizing the first conference in Ohio (of the United Brethren denomination) ;
was a delegate to the first general conference in 1815, where he was elected bishop,
which office he filled with entire acceptability for a period of six years. His good
sense, deep piety and liberality contributed greatly to the prosperity of the cause of
Christ, especially in the Miami Valley, where his influence will be perpetuated to the
end of time. This venerable bishop and pioneer evangelist died on the 25th of May,
1839, in the eighty-fourth year of his age. Michael was born in Pennsylvania August 13
1788, and Maria, his wife, was born in Virginia, October 3, 1794. They were married
iu Montgomery County. Ohio, in 1811. They each came with their parents to Ohio
about the same year and settled near each other, where they became acquainted. In
1825, Michael opened a drug store in Germantown, which was the first drug store of
that place, and among the first in the county. Michael continued in the drug trade
until his death. He died in 1838, a highly respected Christian man. His good wife
followed him the next year, 1839. But before their death they had instilled into the
minds of their children (of whom there are five still living) such true Christian principles that have enabled them to be not only an honor to their parents but useful citizens in the communities in which they live. At the death of Michael, Abia, who
had learned the drug business of his father, took charge of the store, and in
1860 moved to Dayton, where he still continues the same. Abia was married September 15, 1839, to Caroline Negley, daughter of John C. and Mary (Shuey)
Negley. They are the parents of five children—Martha E. (now Mrs. John H.
Reed), Laura V. (now Mrs. A. C. Marshall), Anna V., Carrie N. (now Mrs. Joseph
Udell) and Willie A. Mr. and Mrs. Zel'er have been consistent and worthy members
of the United Brethren Church for forty-three years. Abia was one of the first pupils
of the Sunday school in Germantown, and after he grew to manhood became its Superintendent. He is one of the trustees of the First United Brethren Church of Dayton,
Ohio, which position he has held for the past six years.

WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP.
JOHN ALLEN, farmer, P. O. Centerville, son of Jeremiah and Rebecca Allen,
was born July 15, 1816, in Washington Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio, on the
farm on which he now resides and is the owner thereof. Received his education in
the pioneer schoolhouse, furnished with pioneer furniture, viz. : Saplings, one side
flattened : pins driven in for feet ; puncheons put up in the same rude manner for the
writing desk. Then in one end of the building was the large fire-place, into which
large quantities of good wood could be placed, and when fairly ablaze would make a
boy pull his shins back or crisp his buckskin breeches. Then the teacher attended to
setting copies for all that were learning to write, making and mending their pens ;
the scholar did the ruling in his copy-book ; the branches most generally taught then
were reading, writing and arithmetic ; schools were then made up by subscription, and
each patron boarded the teacher so much of the time during the school term.
Mr. Allen says the wearing apparel in his boyhood days was almost entirely of
home manufacture—linen, linsey, jeans and fulled cloth ; of these articles, the second
and last named have pretty much disappeared from use. Shirt buttons were made
from thread by the women of the house, and they were nearly the only ones in use.
Boys were limited to one pair of shoes per year, a good wool hat for winter, and sum-
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mer hats were of home manufacture, and were made from either rye or oat straw,
platted and then sewed together. Going to .mill was principally done on horseback.
When a surplus of marketing was on hand it was loaded on a wagon and taken to
Cincinnati and there sold or bartered for groceries or other articles the family needed.
The first church privileges were at the Methodist log meeting-house, called Hopewell, located on Sugar Creek. There the pioneers listened to the circuit riders, composed of such men as Sparks, Hardy, Parsons, Dixon, Elliott, Goddard, Brook, McGuire, Strain, Maly, Manly and Sullivan. Mr. Allen married, August 2, 1841, Miss
Susan Lawson, of Adams County, Ohio. From this union there were ten children, only
four of whom are now (July, 1881) living. Mr. Allen's mother was a native of Pennsylvania. His father was born in Culpeper County, Va., and moved from there to
Mason County, Ky. ; from there to the Miami Valley about 1803; purchased his
farm for $2.50 per acre, second hand. On this farm are six acres which have been
farmed for eighty years, and will now make an average yield with any land in the
township.
JOHN E. A L L E N , farmer, P. 0. Centerville, son of Lawson and Prances M. Allen,
was born September 15, 1828, in Washington Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio.
School privileges, some improvement on pioneer times. He never had any political
aspirations, and, raised a farmer, he has continued to make that his principal occupation
so far in life. He is the occupant and owner of the farm upon which he was born,
being the one owned by his great-grandfather, John Edwards, who emigrated here
from North Carolina in 1805. He purchased the above farm and, being a widower,
had two of his sons-in-law,at one time living with him. While he was engaged in
selling goods and trading in real estate, being a man of means, he had the reputation
of being a very precise man in all his dealings. In religion, he was an Orthodox
Quaker. He died in the winter of 1828-29, upward of eighty years of age. His
boot-jack, brought from North Carolina, is still doing duty in John E. Allen's family.
Frances M. Silvers, daughter of Nathan and Mary Silvers and grand-daughter of John
Edwards, was born August 1, 1808, and married December 2, 1825, to Lawson Allen.
After their marriage they moved to the above-named farm, and Grandfather Edwards
spent the remainder of his life with them. Lawson Allen then became the owner of
the farm, partly by legacy and the remainder by purchase. Lawson Allen was the son
of Jeremiah and Rebecca Allen, born in Kentucky September 2, 1800, and emigrated
with his parents to this township in 1803. He was' trained to farming and, after
marriage, coming into possession of the above-named farm, which is considered one of
the very best in the township, he made money and purchased the well-known farm of
Judge Amos Irwin, where he moved, giving up his old farm to his son, John E., the
present occupant. Early in life, Lawson Allen and wife became members of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, and both died members of the same. Their house was
always a welcome home to the circuit rider and visiting members attending the
quarterly and protracted meetings. They were the parents of ten children, three only
now living. Lawson Allen died July 16, 1859, aged fifty-eight years ten months and
fourteen days. Frances M. Allen died July 10, 1879, aged seventy years eleven months
and nine days. After Lawson's death, his widow lived with their children, dividing
her time with them. She died at their daughter's, Mrs. Mary Davis, in Greene County,
Ohio. John E. Allen was married November 6, 1850, to Miss Sarah Jane Whitset,
who was born December 13, 1827. From this union seven children were born, five of
whom are living. The parents are both members of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
and their house is a welcome home to visiting members attending quaterly and protracted meetings. One year ago, Mr. Allen would have taken $100 per acre for his
farm. Now, since the construction of the Cincinnati Northern Railroad, Mr. Allen
has made the following lease of five acres with the privilege of working forty for a
term of five years. The lessee quarries the stone on above tracts and pays Mr. Allen
30 cents per perch for them in the ground. Each acre will yield not less than 6,800
perch. The ground is also to be leveled down after quarrying, suitable for farming
again. Not less than eighty acres of this farm is underlaid with lime and sand stone.
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Arrangements for taking out 400 perch daily, i f wanted, are made. The quarry is
two-thirds of a mile from the railroad. Yards at the following places will be opened
for the sale of the stone : Cincinnati, Lebanon, Xenia and Dayton.
JOSEPH P. B E N H A M , merchant, Centerville. Joseph P. Benham, son of
John and Albina Benham was born in Washington Township, Montgomery County
Ohio, December 17, 1838. His father, born October 17, 1811, in Greene County, Ohio,'
came with his parents to Montgomery County, Ohio, when about two years old.' The'
larger part of his life was spent in Montgomery County. Died in Centerville April
28, 1862. Albina Benham, born October 17, 1815, in Pennsylvania, came with her
parents to Greene-County, Ohio, March, 1820 ; moved from Greene to Warren County,
Ohio, March, 1825 ; then from Warren to Montgomery County, Ohio, in March, 1827'
Married, March 9, 1837, to John Benham, Jr.; from this union were six children,
three sons and^ three daughters, five of whom are now residents of Montgomery
County, Ohio. The eldest child, Augustus, resides in Wabash, Ind. ; is a merchant of that
place. During the war of the rebellion, all three of the sons were in the army at one
time, 1864. While they were in the tented field, the mother was at home in the agricultural field. That year, she raised five acres corn, one hundred bushels of Irish
potatoes and nine bushels of sweet potatoes. Of the above farming, she hired out but
•one and one half days plowing in tho crop ; the balance of the work she did with the
hoe. Of the potato crop, a neighbor farmer said he had out a much larger patch and
only raised ten bushels. Augustus was in the First Begiment Ohio Volunteers, Second Brigade, Third Division, Fourth Army Corps ; was in the following battles : Shiloh
or Pittsburg Landing, Chickamauga, Orchard Knob, Mission Ridge, Snake Creek Gap,
Buzzard Roost Gap, Resaca and Pumpkin Vine Creek; was wounded three times'
during the war, m consequense of which he missed some of the battles in which his
regiment was engaged; he served his time of enlistment, and was mustered out of the
service about August, 1864. Andrew was in the Ninety-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Second Brigade, Third Division, Fourth Army Corps. The regiment was commanded by Col. Charles Anderson and Lieut. Col. Hiram Strong, who was a native of
this township. The regiment left Dayton toward the latter part of August, 1862, and
marched direct to Kentucky, where Andrew was taken prisoner and paroled on the
second day of September, 1862. Was duly exchanged in January, 1863 ; returned to his
regiment, and went through the following battles : Liberty Gap, Chickamauga, Tunnel
Hill, Rocky Face Ridge, Pine Mountain, Burnt Hickory, Chattahoochie River, Atlanta,
•Jonosboro, Columbia, Franklin and Nashville ; mustered out of the service June
15, 1865. Joseph's principal occupation was farming up to the time he went into the
army; was a member of the One Hundred and Thity-first Regiment National Guards;
served his entire time at Fort Federal Hill, Baltimore, Md. ; mustered out of service latter
part of the summer of 1864 ; discharge papers signed by Edward Stanton, Secretary of
War, December 15, 1864. Again engaged in farming until the fall of 1870 ; then taking a Western trip, spending the winter of 1870 and 1871 with a traveling OneDollar Store in Illinois ; also paid a visit to relatives in Missouri, and returned home in
the spring of 1871. His mother was then Postmistress, as she is now, of Centerville.
Joseph rented a suitable room up-town for the office, and added a small stock of groceries ; made that his business, his actual capital being $32. Prosperity has attended
him, and business increased until he is now the owner of the best business property in
town with several smaller pieces of less value. Since the death of his father, he has
been looked upon as the head of the family, which at that time was mother and three
«isters. Since then two sisters have married ; family now mother, one sister, niece and
himself.
JAMES BRADFORD, farmer, P. O. Centerville. James Bradford, son of
Robert and Elizabeth Bradford, was born April 5, 1838. Robert Bradford was born
in Ireland, in the County Down, August 22, 1788, and came to America in 1812,
stopping three months in Pennsylvania, thence to Cinbinnati, Ohio, in April of the
same year. His first work was tending to a bricklayer, carrying brick in a hod up to
the third story for $6 per mouth. His next job of work was tending a flouring mill in "
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Cincinnati at $1 per day ; next he went to farming near Cummingsville on the shares,
his being two-thirds of the crop. While farming here he was married to Elizabeth
Myers, in 1813. From this union were ten children, of which three sons and six
daughters are now living. He moved into Montgomery County, Washington Township,
Ohio, in 1816, into a log cabin having a stick chimney, and lived in that until 1838,
when he built a commodious brick residence, in which he and his wife lived until their
deaths. Mrs. Bradford died July 14, 1844, and Mr. Bradford, December 11, 1877.
They were both members of the United Presbyterian Church, he being an elder in the
church about thirty-three years. Politically, he was a Democrat, and never missing an
election unless caused by sickness. James Bradford, the subject of this sketch, was
born on the homestead of which he is the owner and occupant, three sisters living with
him, he being an unmarried man. This farm was hought in 1816 at $8 per acre.
DANIEL CROSLEY was born November 25, 1818, in Warren County, Ohio, and
was married to Lydia Hatfield, November 21, 1839, is a farmer and mechanic by occupation. He has served in all the different township offices with only one or two exceptions in the township of Washington, county of Montgomery and State of Ohio,
having represented his township as Justice of the Peace, and Clerk for several years
each, and also has been one of the Trustees of the original surveyed township of
School Section No. 16 for the last twenty years. In the fall of 1877, he was elected to
the Legislature of Ohio, serving two sessions in the Lower House of Representatives,
aud has been a resident of said county for the last forty-five years, and by frugality,
industry and economy has accumulated a sufficiency of property to make him live comfortable the balance of his days. His father, William Crosley, was born in the State of
Maryland, his grandfather, Moses Crosley, being of Welsh nationality. His father,
William, with his family, emigrated to the State of Kentucky, Bracken County, in its
early settlement as a State, and was there married to Mary Kelsey, and, in 1810, emigrated to Warren County, Ohio, locating ou a tract of land partly in Warren and partly
in Montgomery, being one of the early settlers of this portion of Ohio. He made gunpowder in the old fashioned way, by sweep and mortar, and as powder was in great
demand in those days, hunters would come a long distance to buy the article. By his
industry and economy, in the course of time, accumulated a considerable amount of
wealth. He was a farmer by occupation, and served his fellow-citizens in nearly all the
different offices of his township, and acted as Justice of the Peace for eighteen years in
succession. He removed from Warren County to Montgomery about the year 1834,
and soon thereafter was one of the Commissioners of the Dayton & Lebanon Turnpike,
and after said pike was finished in 1840, was elected President and Treasurer of the
company, and served for twelve years in that capacity. In addition to what has already
been stated in the history of Daniel Crosley, we can say that when he was elected to
the Legislature in 1877 from Montgomery County, it was by an overwhelming majority as a candidate on the Democratic ticket, many Republicans voting for him. He
was appointed by the Speaker on one of the most important committees, the Committee
on Retrenchment and Reform, thus showing that he was a man worthy of trust as a
servant of the people, he having introduced several bills which became the general laws
of the State relative to the improvements of the public highways, and for the better
protection of the unprotected public burying-grounds of the State. He introduced a
bill to emancipate the toll pikes of Montgomery County, by a tax levied on the grand
duplicate of the county for the payment of the same. He was an ardent and strong
advocate of the school laws of Ohio, embodying the free education of the youth of the
State, both white and black, but separately, and was always found when a vote was to
be cast for the protection of the public works of the State, to favor the same against
any clique or railroad corporation. He also favored the reduction of the salaries of
county officers, it being a plank in the Democratic platform, and the people, as a mass,
strongly advocating the same. As the House journal records will clearly show that
his votes on bills were in the interests of the people, and the tax-payers of his county
and State. He was also a soldier in the late war, being a member of the Ohio National
Guards—under the call of the President of the United States, Abraham Lincoln. I n
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18(54, his company belonged to the One Hundred and Thirty-first Regiment of Ohio
National Guards, commanded by Col. John G. Lowe, and was stationed at Fort Federal
Hill, Baltimore, Md. He occupied two important positions in his company, beinoOrderly Sergeant and Company Clerk. He has acquitted himself honorably in all the
different positions he has filled, both in military as well as in public life. His son,
William J. Crosley, enlisted in the regular army in the winter of 1864, and was in some'
of those hard-fought battles in the Shenandoah Valley in West Virginia, under Gen
Sherid an, and incurred a pulmonary disease of the lungs while in the service of his
country, and was discharged from the service in consequence thereof the last of September, 1864, and died of said disease in March, 1865, at home.
W I L L I A M H. DAVIS, farmer, P. 0. Centerville, son of Benjamin and Rhoda
Davis, was born in Centerville, Montgomery County, Washington Township,Ohio, March
24, 1840, and has always resided therein. His. father being a farmer, William was also
trained to that profession, and has followed it so far through life ; has had the advantage of pretty fair schools ; the result is that his neighbors have frequently conferred on
him different township offices, and that of School Director. He was one of the Board
of Trustees under whose directions the present township hall was built in Centerville in
1880. He was married, September 12, 1861, to Miss Martha M. Watkins. From
this union there have been five children, all boys, four of whom are living. William,
though not strictly a pioneer, but by his marriage he goes into a pioneer family, the
Watkins coming here about the same time the Aliens did, 1803. His father, Benjamin Davis, was born in Salem County, N. J.. and when a mere boy was bound to a
farmer, with whom he lived until he was twenty-one years of age, and then came to
Warren County, Ohio, landing there with only 85.50. With $5.00 he bought material
for clothing, and the 50 cents paid on the making. The first year he worked for Jacob
Eulass, on the farm for $120. At the close of the year he found that he had lost only
three days, and had saved $110 of his wages. He next went to work for Abner Kelsey, at customary wages, and continued with him until he married, and then rented the
farm on which he now resides, paying one-half the proceeds of the farm, less his living,
for five years. Ho then purchased it on ten years' time, and at the expiration the farm
was paid for. Since then he has purchased 316 V acres of first quality land, paying as
high as $140 per acre for one tract containing 100 acres. This shows what a bound
boy can make for himself by practicing industry and economy. He still makes a full
hand on the farm.
SUSANNAH HARRIS, farming, P. O. Centerville. William Watkins, a native of
Wales, came to America early in the last century. He was married about 1760, but at
what place or the name of the lady is not known. She was a native of Ireland and
came to America about the same time her husband did. From this union were thirteen
children, nine sons and four daughters. Joshua Watkins, one of above .ions, was born
in Kentucky, and married about 1801, to Miss Nancy Colvin, a resident of Kentucky,
but a native of Virginia. From this union were two sons, Caleb and Henry, and seven
daughters, Susannah, Rachael, Jane, Calinda, Nancy, Permelia Ann and Lucinda.
Susannah, Calinda and Permelia Ann are all that are now living. Joshua Watkins,
with his wife and two children (the subject of this sketch one of them), emigrated from
Kentucky to Washington Township, Montgomery County, Ohio, about the year 1806,
moving into a log cabin situated on tho land set off to him by his father, who had previously entered about one section, dividing the same among his children that came
with him to Ohio, a portion of them remaining in Kentucky. Jonathan Watkins,
brother of Joshua, afterward became the owner of above tract. David settled on the
farm now owned by George Sears, and George ou the farm now owned by John Kirby.
The subject of this sketch, Susannah Watkins, was raised on a farm ; received a limited education, or as good as was then given to pioneer children; joined the Methodist
Episcopal Church in early life under the preaching of the Rev. Robert Burns, at the
old Hopewell log church, situated on Sugar Creek, and on the farm now owned by
George Sears. At the age of about twenty years she was united in marriage to Abner
Harris by Elder Joshua Carman. After paying the minister his marriage fees, the groom's
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worldly goods consisted in cash 25 cents, and one dog. . The bride's father presented
to her as an outfit the choice one of seven good cows, four sheep, one sow and four
shotes ; also, one good feather bed and bedding. They commenced housekeeping in a
ver»' small log cabin, scarcely large enough to have stabled four horses. Mrs. Harris
says the cabin was on the farm of her father-in-law. Mrs. Harris here assisted her husband
with his farming to the utmost of her physical strength, which was no small amount.
She relates the following incident: One hay harvest assisting in hauling, she was assigned the duty of loading, her husband doing the pitching up, and while doing so the
team became frightened and made a fearful runaway with the wagon partly loaded,
with Mrs. Harris on it, and no chance for escape, until the team made a short turn in
the field and became entangled in the harness, when they were caught by her husband.
When quiete! down the loading was resumed and finished up without any further
mishap. Remaining here a few years and accumulating some means, a purchase of 50
acres of land was made a few miles southwest of Centerville, upon which they resided a
few years, then sold and made another purchase of a farm two miles north of Centerville, remaining on this purchase less than one year, when a profitable sale was made,
and immediately another purchase, containing 100 acres, now enlarged to 165 acres,
upon which they have resided for the last forty-five years. Mrs. Harris continued her
early habits of industry up to about eight years ago, when she received a paralytic
stroke, disabling her from further household work. Her eyesight also impaired, she is
deprived from reading as much as she would be pleased to do, hence her principal enjoyment now is in the reception of friends and in having free converse with them.
Prom the extensive number of relatives she once claimed, she cannot count, outside of
her immediate family, but three cousins now living. Since her affliction, she has not
had the pleasure of attending church, but has many social calls from her ministers. No
children from this union.
OWEN H A T F I E L D , deceased. Owen Hatfield, son of Thomas and Sarah
(Allen) Hatfield, was born in Washington Township, Montgomery County, Ohio, September 12, 1807; received a liberal education; was a farmer by occupation; married
July 31, 1834, to Miss Phebe Stephens (daughter of Richard and Betsey Stephens).
From this union were five sons and five daughters. Two sons and one daughter are
deceased. Mr. Hatfield joined the New-School Baptist Church in Centerville, May
7, 1848, and died a member of the same January 4, 1881. He was buried in the old
cemetery, one-half mile north of Centerville ; funeral sermon was preached by Elder Joseph
H. Wilson. His every-day life was in accord with his religious profession, in which, as
in his political views, he was very candid. In his death his family lost a worthy counselor, the church a valued member, and the community at large an estimable citizen.
His father was a native of Delaware and his mother of Virginia. Both in early life
moved to Kentucky, where they were married and emigrated to this township in Í802.
Mrs. Hatfield's parents were natives of Redstone, Penn.; were married in Kentucky,
and emigrated to what is now Washington Township, Montgomery County, Ohio, about
the year 1800. Mrs. Hatfield and husband were members of the same church.
Among the living ones she has the oldest membership to-day. This sketch was contributed by his son, Richard Hatfield.
The following is the funeral sermon of Owen Hatfield, by his pastor, J. H .
Wilson, from the text—John, vi, 34 and 35, " The Bread of Life :"
The discourses from our Savior were always plain and practical. He often selected
some of the most common things of every-day life with which to illustrate and enforce
the most sublime truths. He came to this earth as the Savior of lost, perishing souls.
He delighted to save sinners. To illustrate His mission and work on earth He compares
himself in one place to a hen gathering her brood under her wings. In another place
to a road leading to heaven—" I am the way." I n another to a door—" I am the
door, by me i f any man enter in, he shall be saved." Again to a shepherd—" I am
the good shepherd ; the good shephered giveth his life for his sheep." In our text
he c impares himself to bread—" I am the bread of life." This is peculiarly fitting and
forcible because of its universal use. Bread is the staff of life. I t is used everywhere
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and by all classes. Hence whenever a family sit down to their daily meal, whether in
mansion or cottage there is before them this emblem of the Savior of the world. We
have first in our text a confession on man's part of the soul's deep hunger, '•' Lord, evermore give us this bread." Some one has said, " This world of ours is a rude picture of
heaven." Whether that be true or not, these bodies of ours in which our spirits dwell
are coarse copies of the mind. To almost every experience of the body there is a corresponding experience of the soul. As there is bodily weariness, so there is soul weariness. _ As there is bodily hunger, so there is soul hunger. One does not need to live
in this world long to learn the meaning of soul hunger. Every true heart yearns for
human love and sympathy. You may be surrounded with a multitude of strangers,
and yet have a feeling of loneliness, a longing for some intimate friend with whom to
converse and share your love and sympathy. Could the heart experiences of the human
race be written before us, there would be revealed the fact that this unsatisfied hunger
of the heart for human love and sympathy has fallen like a withering blight upon many
a life, and has buried many a lovely flower in an early tomb. With crowinc intelli
genceand virtue there is a growing hunger of the soul. In eivilized° lands° there is
more real soul-suffering than in uncivilized lands. Ruth leaves the hills of Moab and
follows Naomi to Judea. The little child finds a companion in almost every one ; but
as he grows in years the number with whom he associates freely grow gradually less.
When we reach a Moses, an Isaiah or an Elijah, they are almost alone. They can find
but few who can sympathize with them deeply. When we reach the perfect man
Christ Jesus, He stands alone. He finds companionship only with God. There is a
hunger of the soul for something higher than human love and sympathy. You may
be surrounded with all that companionship can give you, and yet your soul remains unsatisfied. Human love, however, pure and ardent, fails to meet the deep longings of the soul. This will sometimes be the means of awakening a deeper desire
for something higher and nobler and even divine. Could human love satisfy us the
object of that love may soon fall pale and pulseless into the tomb. We have second
in our text the fact that an abundance of soul food has been provided and that food is
Jesus Christ. » I am the bread of life ; he that cometh to me shall never hunger, and he
that beheveth on mo shall never thirst." Just as Jesus fed the five thousand in the desert
place, with five barley loaves and two fishes, and had twelve baskets of fragments
.p , S'
7 hungry care-worn soul saying, " I am the bread
of life.
Men have died of starvation, unable to procure that which would sustain
physical life. But no soul need ever perish eternally for lack of immortal food. Nothing
short of a personal living, loving Savior can satisfy or save the soul. The soul calls for
more than a mere philosophy, more than a liturgy, more than a historic Savior. It
requires a personal friend upon whose loving bosom it can lean as did the beloved disciple of old. That personal, loving friend and Savior is found in Jesus Christ " Who
is the same yesterday, to-day and forever." He is tho friend above all other friends,
' lhat sticketh closer than a brother." Let us be careful how we treat these hungry
hearts of ours. Let us not neglect nor refuse them the food without which they will
forever die. How foolish to reject this soul-food because you cannot understand it. It
is not necessary for you to make any analysis of food before eating it, when you see
hundreds whose bodies are sustained by the use of the same food. So it is not necessary for you to understand Christ to perfection when you know he saves others who
trust him. Just as you feed your bodies daily with suitable food so you need Christ
with you continually that your souls may be constantly satisfied with food. As the
body grows weaker with age, and the appetite for material food becomes poorer, the
spirit seems to grow stronger, aud the desire for spiritual food is increased more and
more until at last when the aged pilgrim nears the spirit land, the hunger for the things
of that land is so deep that death itself is not unwelcome, but seems only the messenger
that opens the door of heaven. Thus did death come to this departed husband, father,
brother and friend. During his lingering illness, he gave abundant evidence of feeding
his soul upon Christ. No place did the pastor receive a more cordial welcome than at the
house of the deceased. No one seemed to more highly appreciate a word about Jesus or a
rem
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prayer. He often expressed his joy aud gratitude for the recent conversion of three of
his grandchildren. His greatest desire seemed to be that all of his own dear children
might receive Christ, the bread of life. In conclusion let me say to these mourning
ones, weep not for this departed one. He is asleep in Jesus. See that your own souls
are fed with this same immortal food. " Labor not for the meat which perisheth, but
for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life."
THOMAS H A T F I E L D , farmer, was born October 1, 1821, in a log cabin which
stood near the site of his present home. His paternal grandfather, Thomas Hatfield,
was a native of Delaware, of Welsh descent, served as a drummer boy in the Revolutionary war, and ever afterward was a stanch hater of the English flag and government, which he believed was symbolical of tyranny and oppression. His brothers,
John and Samuel, were killed in that struggle for liberty, one at the battle of the Cowpens and the other at Greenbrier C. H . Thomas married Sarah Allen, a native of
Culpeper County, Va., but a resident of Kentucky at the time of her marriage. After
the Revolutionary war closed with the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown, Thomas
traveled through Virginia, Maryland, North and South Carolina, Tennesee and into
Kentucky, where he was married and lived until 1801, when he and family came to
Montgomery County, Ohio, and entered the land now owned by his grandson, Thomas.
By his union with Sarah Allen our subject's grandfather became the father of nine
children, of whom John, the father of Thomas, Jr., the second child, was born in Mason
County, Ky., in November, 1793. When John was eighteen years of age, he was
drafted to serve in the war of 1812j_but having imbibed his father's spirit of liberty
and freedom he could not brook the idea of going into his country's service as a drafted
man, and therefore enlisted in Capt. Perry's Bangers. His father, fired with that
spirit of hatred against the same old foe he had helped to humiliate in 1776, enlisted in
the same company and did excellent service as scout and guide, and being of a fearless
nature was ever the first man to ford any stream that lay in their pathway. After
serving one year, he and his son were honorably discharged at Vincennes, Ind.
John was married about 1817 to Nancy Hatfield, a distant relative, who bore him six
children, viz. : Ann L. (the wife of William Dodds), Lydia C. (the wife of Daniel
Crosley), Thomas, Allen, Ambrose B. (deceased) and Maria (the wife of John C.
Martin). John Hatfield was a stone-mason by trade, but after the war of 1812 turned
his attention chiefly to farming. He died May 11, 1829, and his wife survived him
until August, 1852. They were members of the Baptist Church and highly respected
by all who knew them, he being a hard-working, generous and kind-hearted man, who
was always careful to be right before acting. Our subject has never lived away from
his birthplace, and was married August 15, 1845, to Mary Elizabeth Stansell, daughter
of William and Sarah (Myover) Stansell, her parents having come from Kentucky to
this county about the year 1801. Mrs. Hatfield was born in Washington Township,
Montgomery County, Ohio, August 12, 1827, and has had the following children :
Louisa J. (deceased), Albert P. (deceased), Laura P. (deceased), Mason W. and Alice
S. Mr. Hatfield and wife have been members of the Baptist Church since 1859, aud
he is looked upon as an honorable, upright and worthy citizen.
THOMAS B. HOLMES, farmer, P. 0. Bellbrook, Greene Co.; was born in Greene
County, Ohio, Dec. 27, 1827. His parents were John and Hannah (Bigger) Holmes,
natives, the father of Newville, Cumberland County, Penn., born September 17, 1792,
and the mother of the State of Kentucky, born November 12, 1797. Mr. Holmes
came to Ohio with his parents prior to thejvar of 1812, and settled in Greene County.
He was a soldier in that war ahdTor service rendered therein drew a pension from the
United States Government. His death occurred October 31, 1878, and the mother's
August 23, 1869. They were married in Montgomery County on the 24th of September; 1818, and soon thereafter purchased land in Section 14 of that county. Their
children were Hugh, Mary, Martha, John, Bebecca, Hannah J., Thomas B. and
Martha Ann. Our subject was reared on a farm, which occupation he has ever since
followed. He now resides on the homestead and is in comfortable circumstances. He
is a kind neighbor, good citizen, and has the esteem of his many acquaintances.
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JOHN S. K I N D L E , blacksmith, Centerville. John S. Kindle, son of Joseph and
Margaret Kindle, was born in Centerville, Montgomery Co., Ohio, May 10, 1845
Commenced going to school at about the age of five years, and continued up'to the
age of twelve, receiving a pretty fair district school education. Then went to work
in the shop with his father, occasionally assisting the neighboring farmers when
they were in a pinch for labor, up to August, 1862, when he volunteered in the
army, Ninety-third Regiment, Company B, Ohio Volunteer Infantry. The regiment
was gotten up and commanded by Col. Charles Anderson and Lieut. Col. Hiram
Strong; first engagement was on the Kentucky River, between Lexington and
Richmond, during Nelson's retreat to Louisville. Was also at the battle of Stone
River, and there taken prisoner by the Texan Rangers, but recaptured by the
Fourth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry. Then followed numerous skirmishes, in which
he participated. Next in order came the battle of Chickamauga, in which he
was severely wounded by a musket ball in the leg ; the ball was extracted, and is
now in his possession, being kept as a relic. He is crippled for life. Was placed
in the hospital, staying there about four months; then came home on furlough
and remained thirteen months; then returned to the army, and remained there three
or four months, when he was given a fiual discharge May 30, 1865. He married
February 8, 1877, Miss Elizabeth Simpson. From this union are three children all
boys, two of whom are now living. Has some political aspirations ; has been elected
lownship Clerk and Constable, and is now serving as Justice of the Peace He was
elected in 1876. When not officially employed, he works at his trade. His father was
•°
[ ,r,
y> - came to Ohio in 1833. His mother was born
in Half-Moon Valley, Center County, Penn.
CORNELIA A. (MESLER) KELSEY, farmer, P. 0. Waynesville, Warren Co.;
born in New Jersey Nov. 24,1813, and came to Ohio in 1832. She married Mr. John S •
Kelsey, November 2, 1837. From this union were seven children, six of whom are
' -.'o'Jc?' ^
the children as follows: Hester E., born August 17,
}o ! , ' ,?, Z W
S . born August 14, 1840 ; Wilhelmina, born February 19,
1842; Eliza Melissa, born December 14, 1843; John Albert, born January 10, 1846;
Jonathan Meeker, born January 14, 1848; Charles Edward, born November 5, 1851;
George Washington, died September 18. 1846 ; John S., died October 22, 1875 John
S., son of Jessey and Hettie (Marsh) Kelsey, was born January 13, 1816. His mother
was a native of New Jersey, and his father of Pennsylvania. Emigrated to Kentucky,
thence to Ohio, in an early day. He married at the early age of twenty-eight ; his
wife at twenty. Previous to his marriage, he followed school teaching in a loo- house
on his own land. After that his principal occupation was farming, and a very successful one, owning at one time in Washington Township 760 acres of land He commenced life here with about $100. He was the father of twelve children, nine sons and
three daughters, three sons and one daughter now living (July, 1881). Mrs. Cornelia
Kelsey, with two daughters and the assistance of the youngest son, continues to farm the
homestead Mr. and Mrs. Kelsey were both members of the Sugar Creek Old School
baptist Church. Mr. Kelsey united with the church January 26, 1858, Mrs. Kelsey
about one year afterward. The daughter, Eliza Melissa, is also a member of the same
church. A request of Mr. John S. Kelsey on his death bed was that his widow
purchase and give to each one of the children (except Charles), a family Bible as near
like the present one as she can procure, and after her death Charles to have the present
one.
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JAMES MILTON KELSEY, farmer. This well-known gentleman was born in
Washington Township, Montgomery County, Ohio, June 11, 1831, and is the son of
Jesse and Hettie (Marsh) Kelsey, early settlers of this county. His father was born
in 178d, and died in 1857. His mother was born in 1791 and died in 1845.
James M. grew to manhood in his native township, receiving a limited education in
the school of his ne.ghborhood, and January 26, 1853, he was married to Mary Wilson,
™ f ™
Samuel and Sarah (Allen) Wilson, also a native of Washington, born May
19, lüód. Her paternal grandfather was a native of Pennsylvania, but her parents
o f
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were born in this county. William Kelsey has had five children, viz. : Sarah E. (the
wife of Richard Hatfield), Flora J. (wife of George Mull), Mary E. (wife of David
Eagle), Effie J. and Nannie. Mr. Kelsey was raised a Baptist but in 1858 he joined
the Methodist Episcopal Church, in which he has been a Trustee some six years, and
is one of the Stewards at the present time. Politically, he affiliates with the Republican
party. He purchased and moved to his present beautiful home in 1858, where he
owns 138 acres of finely improved land, and is recognized as one of the leading farmers,
of this portions of Montgomery County.
W I L L I A M MARSH KELSEY, farmer, P. 0. Centerville. William Marsh Kelsey
son of Jesse and Hettie (Marsh) Kelsey, was born January 5, 1814, in Washington
Township, Montgomery County, Ohio. His father being a farmer the son was also
trained to it from early boyhood. His education was received in the pioneer log schoolhouse, to which place he was guided through the dense forests by the blazed trees (a
blazed tre°, is one from which the bark is chipped off of on opposite sides). David
Watkins was the name of his first teacher. The branches then taught were reading,
writing, arithmetic and geography. A scholar's copy-book was made by sewing a few
sheets of plain fools-cap paper together, and the copies set by the teachers. The
scholar was expected to provide himself or herself with a lead pencil and ruler for lining the copy-book, and manufacture his own ink. Gold and steel pens were not then
in use, but the scholars provided themselves with goose-quills, out of which the teacher
manufactured the pens. Mr. Kelsey received his last schooling the year he attained
his majority. Being the eldest son it fell to his lot to assist his father in clearing up
his land ready for farming. He remembers his first plowing was done with the wooden
mold-board plow and followed up for a series of years. The wearing apparel in his
boyish days was principally of home manufacture, flax-linen for summer and linsey for
winter wear. At that time it frequently fell to his lot to assist in pulling and dressing
the flax, shearing of the sheep, and in fact almost everything appertaining to a farmer's
life, which he has followed or has carried on to this time. ( He is now the owner o f
three farms in this township). Milling he did then on horseback, going as far as the
Little Miami River. Frequently he would go with his father to Cincinnati markets,
trading their produce for all kinds of groceries and other articles needed for family use.
Wheat was then cut entirely with the sickle ; after a while came the grain cradle;
which was looked upon as a great improvement over the sickle, being more expeditious ;
next came the McCormick Reaper, when it was thought all the improvements had
come for the cutting of grain, but since that Mr. Kelsey has seen many very decided
improvements in the machines, and now sees the self-binder. He also remembers when
thrashed grain was cleaned with a sheet being operated by a man at each end and jerking vigorously, created the wind which cleaned their grain, poured out by tho third man
from a measure or scoop shovel. The first horse-power thrashing machine was a stationary one, operated by four horses, only doing the thrashing, the cleaning done afterward with the wind-mill. His parents were both members of the regular Baptist
Church, and attended at the pioneer log meeting-house; one-half mile north of Centerville. There he has heard John Mason and other pioneer preachers. Phebe Carver,
born January 30, 1832, married to William Marsh Kelsey, December 14, 1852. From
this union were three children, the two eldest living—Mary Elizabeth, born September
29, 1853, married to Perry Hatfield, February 3, 1876 ; Annie Kelsey, born January
12, 1857, married March 12, 1876, to B. F. Vaughn; Mabel Lucasta Kelsey, born
February 6, 1863, died September 11, 1880. Mr. and Mrs. Kelsey are both members
of the Regular Baptist Church, of Centerville.
The following is a memorial sketch of Mrs. Phebe Kelsey, read at her funeral
February 22, 1882:
Mrs. Phebe Kelsey was born January 30, 1832, and died of consumption January
31, 1882, at 6:15 A. M., aged fifty years. She was married to William M. Kelsey,
December 14, 1852. To this union was given three daughters the youngest of whom
(Mabel Lucasta) preceded the mother to the eternal world September 11,1880. Mother
Kelsey united with the Primitive Baptist Church, at Centerville, Ohio, about 1855
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She was baptized and received into said church by Elder Samuel Williams. Her last
sickness was attended with much severe pain and prolonged suffering ; but she was resigned to the will of God, and her condition, and hence, bore her sufferings with Christian fortitude. During the last few days of her sickness, she experienced the fact that
she was being " made perfect through suffering." Yet while she was being thus
tried in the furnace of the Lord, she did not cease to pray, but repeatedly asked the
Lord to give her dying grace. When she first began to enter " the valley of the shadow
of death," about nine days before she passed over the Jordan of death, she told the
writer that it looked dark, that her pathway was not all light. But he directed her to
some of the promises of God's word, and told her to lean on Christ, and light would be
given her for each step. The former proved to her a rod, and ttie latter a staff, for
soon after the valley was lighted up, and she could sing with us,
" Oh, how happy are they," etc.;
and wo knelt by her bedside, in the dark morning hour, and prayed with her. But
for nine long days she continued to travel through the valley, in the midst of severe
sufferings, yet supported by the strong arm of her Savior. She had a longing desire to
depart and be at rest, and many times did she repeat the invitation of Jesus " Come
unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Often was
she heard to say " Let me go; let me go." She has at last entered into that "rest that
remaineth for the people of God." Doubtless she will be missed by those who knew
her best in the community in which she lived ; missed by the church to which she belonged ; missed by her pastor ; missed by the large circle of friends and acquanitauces,
who had often shared of her hospitalities in her home, and received her charities ; but
missed, most of all, by her husband, her remaining children aud her aged mothoivjiut
we hope to all meet again bye and bye.
a&n*K %t*i4ZtA¿¿^£y& .
J3*
Funeral services at the O. S. Baptist Church, Centerville, Ohio. ¿^Sermón preacrTed ¡
by the pastor, Elder John M. Thompson. Text, 2 Cor., v,' 4.
W I L L I A M J. LAMME, miller and farmer, P. O. Carrolton. William Lamme -"H
and family emigrated from Kentucky to the Miami Valley, Montgomery Co., and within the original limits of Washington Township, Ohio, in the fall of 1802, with a family
of wife and five children, settling on the land he had previously purchased, and erected
his cabin. David, the eldest son, then aged about eighteen years, was put to clearing
up the land, while his father, quite early, proceded to erect a grist-mill on Hole's Creek ;
the building was made of round logs and covered with clapboards put on with wood
pins, a square of this roof was in a pretty good state of preservation but a few years
ago, also portions of the old water wheel. This was the first mill built in Washington
Township ; here the pioneers had their grinding done for many years, and David,
the boy, afterward the prominent man, was educated to the milling business. He was
married Augusf 7, 1804, to Miss Margaret Dodds, daughter of Gen. William Dodds.
From this union there were ten children, two sons and eight daughters ; two only are
now ( August, 1881) living, viz., William J. and Katie Eliza Lamme. Mrs. Lamme was
a native of Pennsylvania, aud emigrated with her parents to Ohio about the time the
Lammes did. Her bridal dress was an embroidered muslin, and the groom's coat,
calico. They commenced housekeeping in a cabin situated in the woods, where they
remained for some years, when an exchange of property was made and they moved a
little south where their days were ended. I n 1842, he took down the old mill on the
farm, to make room for a more commodious building to meet the requirements of the
trade. The grinding was principally done for toll, and when a sufficient quantity had
accumulated, it was ground and wagoned to Cincinnati, until the Miami Canal was finised from Cincinnati to Middletown ; from there it would go on the canal to Cincinnati.
David Lamme was a Justice of the Peace many years, and in 1840 was elected a Representative to the Legislature from Montgomery County. He was also one of the
County Commissioners, under whose directions the present court house in Dayton was
erected. He was prosperous in his business and always kept things around him up to
the times. David Lamme, better known throughout the country as Squire Lamme,
was emphatically " a gentleman of the old school, " as the phrase goes. Born in Kentr
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tucky, and a mere boy when his family came to Ohio, he seems to have had the characteristic Kentucky hospitality inborn, for there was not a private residence in southern
Montgomery more celebrated for social and friendly gatherings of the very elite, so to
speak, of the country than Squire Lamme's. He was a large man, dignified, but very
agreeable and genial in his manners. No one felt the least trepidation in his presence,
he was equally benevolent, and the poor of the sections of country about the " old mill"
will never forget the many acts of charity done to their families by Squire Lamme and
his estimable wife ; she was just suited to him, a fit companion. Long may the memory of these grand old pioneers of Ohio, be kept green in the minds of the generations
to come. What has been said of the parents applies also to the family ; of whom most
were daughters, only two sons, one of whom died in youth ; the other, the Major and
one sister, Miss Katy, are the only surviving members of the once populous family ;
all the girls were possessed of more than ordinary personal attractions and were, besides
very lively and intelligent, which, as a matter of course, attracted a large retinue of
young gentlemen, but the tax on Squire Lamme's resources, by the amount of company entertained by him at his residence never made him grumble nor find fault with his children ; he was above littleness in any form. David Lamme died August 22, 1855 ;
his wife, Margaret died December 28, 1868.
HORACE McEWEN, farmer, P. 0. Centerville. Horace McEwen, son of Robert Gr. and Elizabeth McEwen, was born March 7, 1840, on a farm three quarters of a
mile south of Centerville; has always lived on a farm and in his native township.
His boyhood was all spent with his parents on the farm which was carried on extensively by his father. Horace was married March, 1871, to Miss Elizabeth E. Norris;
from this union have been born two sons and one daughter. Mrs. McEwen was born in
Centerville, Ohio, February 14, 1848. After marriage, they moved onto the McEwen
homestead, and have continued to reside there ever since. Horace is now the owner
of ninety-three acres of that farm as a legacy, with the exception of about $2,000.
Received his education in the common district school. Robert Gr. McEwen, born in
Williamsport, Penn., January 25, 1806; came with his parents to Centerville, Montgomery Co., Ohio, about the fall of 1817; he then had more of an education than the
majority of boys at that time, yet he was kept in the neighborhood schools as long as it
was thought he could be advanced any. About this time Noah and Ann Leeds, of
Philadelphia, moved to Springboro, Warren Co., Ohio, and opened a select school.
The principals being fine scholars, they prepared their pupils for college. Robert was
one of their scholars, and, after attending the school awhile, was sent to Oxford College, where he finished up his education. Losing his father about this time, he went
into the harness and saddle shop with his brother, William, who also died pretty soon.
The family was then reduced to three in number, viz., the mother, one sister and Robert. Notwithstanding he had received a liberal education, more than was then given
boys, unless they were intended for some of the learned professions, he made choice of
manual labor for his profession, or, as he used to call himself, a plow boy. He pretty
soon started a team on the road, doing considerable amount of hauling; it proving more
profitable than J he shop, he closed it up, purchased another team and went driving it
himself; he was prosperous. His first trade for real estate he turned two calves in as
part payment. In his real estate transactions, was very successful; he used to say it
was his intention to leave a farm to each of his children; at his death, he owned 440
acres of land. In his farming operations he kept things moving; his boys were not
allowed to go fishing every Saturday. He delighted in dealing in stock, always had
some on hand for sale or trade, and, i f a bargain was offered, he was prepared to buy.
He served some time as Township Clerk. In 1838, was elected County Assessor; filled
that office one term. In 1859, was elected to the Legislature, served one term, and
declined a re-nomination. In the Military Peace Establishment, he rose from the ranks
to a Lieutenancy, then Captain, then Adjutant of the regiment, which office he held at
the final break-up of militia training. In early life he took quite an interestiin debating societies, which were formed in almost every school district; this early habit lasted
him through life. In manhood after doing a hard day's work teaming, he would ride any
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reasonable distance to participate in a debate. Blessed with a good memory, he retained
his reading. Was a Jacksonian Democrat and quite a politician. Married February
28, 1833, to Miss Elizabeth Morris. Died September 3, 1877.
JAMES H. MUNG-ER, farmer, P. O. Centerville. Jonathan Munger, with his
brother Edmund, and Benjamin Maltbie, with their families, left Middlebury, Vt., for
the territory northwest of the Ohio River in 1797 ; came to Marietta, Ohio, and from
there to Belpre; at Marietta they raised a crop of corn, 1799. In 1800, they reached
what is now known as "Yankee street" in this township. Their nearest neighbors
were then from two to seven miles distant. Jonathan Munger was a pensioned Revolutionary soldier; like all of that profession, he had personal incidents to relate. He has
often been heard to say that the sweetest night's sleep he ever had was ou a pile of
cannon balls with his feet in water up to his ankles ; at another time, he and half a
dozen comrades called at a house for a night's lodging ; it proved to be the dwelling of
a Tory ; the woman had just scrubbed the floor, but said it was good enough for them,
and they might thank God and her for it ; the soldiers said they thanked no one, but
they were going to stay all night. Harvey Munger, son of above-named, Jonathan and
Elizabeth Munger, was born in Addison County, Vt., October 2, 1790; came
West with his parents and assisted in raising the crop of corn at Marietta as above
referred to. Married, February 8, 1812, to Miss Catharine Gray; from this union
were thirteen children, of which five are now living (July, 1881). In the, warof 1812, _
he was a teamster, hauling flour to the army lying at StJVlarj¿S- In statnre"Fe was
five feet ten inches j'TnTSU bone mcthjecf to "corpulency. Died July 22, 1859. His
wife, Catharine Gray, was born May 10, 1791, and died in 1836. She was the daughter of Daniel and Phebe Gray. In stature, she was below the medium size. Socially,
it was said that wherever Katy Munger was there was good company. Her father was
a pensioned Revolutionary soldier. James H . Munger, subject of this sketch, and son
of Harvey and Catharine Munger, was born in Clear Creek Township, Warren County,
Ohio, February 12, 1816; his school privileges were not extensive, as he says his last
summer's schooling was in the second story of a weaver's shop in 1825 ; after that,
would get from two to three weeks' during the winter season, depending upon the
weather and work to be done. The first religious meetings he recollects of attending
were held in Gen. Munger's barn ; everything about the building was in perfect order
corresponding with the occasion ; rakes and forks were all hung up out of the way.
Raised a farmer, he has always adhered to it. With no political ambition, has lived at
his present residence, on Section 28, since 1849. Married, March 15, 1840, to Miss
Lydia A. Wright, who died July 9, 1865. Second marriage, January 1, 1870, to Mrs.
Anna R. Chambers, whose maiden name was Linton. She was born in Clinton County,
Ohio, in 1824, her parents, William and Hannah Linton, natives of Pennsylvania,
settling in that county in 1814. Mr. Munger is one of the leading farmers of his
township.
JOSEPH NUTT, farmer, P. O. Centerville. The oldest of the two children (Joseph and John) of Aaron and Martha Nutt, was born in Centerville, Ohio, December
11, 1818. Parents both natives of New Jersey ; his father was the son of Levi Nutt,
and he the son of Adam Nutt, a native of Wales, who landed in New Jersey early in
the last century. Aaron, on his mother's side, was the grandson of Barzilla Ivens, a
noted merchant of his day ; he was also a noted man for the size of his family ; he was
married three times and was the father of twenty-one children, who were all able at one
and the same time to set at the table and help themselves to a square meal. Josephs
mother was the daughter of Isaac aud Hannah Pedrick, of Pedricktown, N . J.; she emigrated with them to Waynesville, Warren Co., Ohio, in 1806, remaining there a briet
period ; her father purchased a farm near the present village of Clio, Greene Co., Ohio,
and removed to it. The family were all worthy members of the Society of Orthodox
Friends. The subject of this sketch can't quite claim to be anything more than the son
of pioneers (for date of father's arrival see brother's biography) ; never had any land to
clear or brush to pick ; never assisted in building the pioneer cabin with its cat and clay
chimney, clapboard-roof held on with weight poles, or in laying down the solid puncheon
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floor ; or in erecting the sweep at the well for the " old oaken bucket; " but have worn
buckskin pantaloons, leather-crown hat and thread shirt-buttons. His father was a tailor by trade, and was an experienced hand in manufacturing buckskin into wearing apparel. The last pair of buckskin pants he made was in the summer he was eighty-one
years of age. Mr. N . V. Maxwell, one of our present worthy citizens, was then carrying on tailoring, and took in the job conditionally, viz., i f he could get " Uncle Aaron "
Nutt (by which familiar title he was well known) to make them he would do so, as for
himself he frankly admitted he could not make them ; they were made and all parties
satisfied with the job. Mr. Maxwell, to this day, takes delight in referring to that job,
and saying " Uncle Aaron " was the oldest journeyman he ever employed. He was also
a good hand with a sickle in a harvest field ; the summer he was eighty years old, he
lead the reapers once through in his son Aaron's wheat field. He was also an excellent
auctioneer, i f not the first, he certainly was among the first ; had quite a patronage in
Montgomery, Warren and Greene Counties. Before the subject of this sketch was large
enough to put a collar on the horse, he commenced driving the cart and doing small jobs
about town and working on the small farm. When in his twelfth year, he hauled in the
cart all the stone making a complete pavement from the schoolhouse, one-fourth mile
north of town, to the Baptist Church on the west side of town. His father and Joseph
Beek laid the walk, which did good service many years. For its protection, the Town
Council made it a finable offence to ride or drive on it. So carefully was it guarded that
the school teacher has been known to leave his school on seeing a traveler on the walk,
and hurry up to town and have a warrant in the hands of the Marshal by the time the
offending party would reach the village. The 28th of April, 1834, he went as an apperntice to the chair-making; served three years faithfully ; made the trade his principal
business up to the spring of 1844 ; then went to New Burlington, Clinton Co.. Ohio,
and sold goods for Israel Harris, Jr., and Samuel Lemar, nearly six years. In January,
1850, went into the employ of John Grant, Esq., the principal merchant then in New
Burlington ; remained with him until April, 1857. Mr. Nutt was married, January 29,
1856, to Miss E. A. Weaver, of New Burlington. May, 1857, moved to Chicago ; remained there until August, 1858, returning to New Burlington, and remained there until the spring of 1861 ; then removed to Centerville on the old homestead, where he now
lives, becoming the owner thereof by half purchase and half legacy, and one of the few
men in the township owning the land originally purchased by the father from John C.
Symmes, but the deed was made by James Madison, President of the United States.
There are other tracts in the township deeded by the President to the heads of some of
the families now living thereon, but they are mostly second-hand purchases.
When Aaron Nutt with other men were in consultation with Judge Symmes, organizing a pioneer company, one of them said to the Judge, " You will not take that
man, will you?" pointing to Aaron Nutt. " Why not ?" said the Judge. "Why,"
said the man, "he is a Quaker, and will not fight the Indians." "Just the man I
want," said the Judge ; " I want a peaceable colony." Aaron Nutt was never a member of any religious society, but his religious sentiments were in full accord with the Orthodox Friends, wore the garb and used the plain language of that society. The following incident shows the respect the Indians have for the name of William Penn. Sometime after Aaron Nutt had settled here and Dayton something of a place, he was going
up there one morning, when he met a company of Indians. After passing them, he
found a sack of roots and herbs in the road and readily concluded it belonged to the
Indians just passed. So he would carry the sack into town and leave it at the store of
H. G. Philips, who told him he knew the Indians, they had been in the store that morning, and on their next visit he would hand over the sack, and did so, saying to the Indian that—" I t was a William Penn man that had found it." " Ugh," said the Indian,
" he good man ; he good man." The subject of this sketch is now the oldest native born
citizen on the town plat ; never loaded a gun, pistol or firearm of any description, have
pulled the trigger a few times making one shot that would be creditable to any sportsman. Mr. Nutt is the father of five children, as follows : Anna, Laura, Samuel
Weaver, William Pedrick, Clarence Emory Nutt, of whom only two are living, viz.,
Sarauel W. and Clarence E.
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JOHN NUTT, M. D., Chicago, 111. John Nutt was the younger of two sons
Joseph and John, and only children of Aaron and Martha (Craig, formerly Pedrick)
Nutt, and was born on the old homstead in Centerville, Montgomery Co., Ohio, March
3, 1823. His parents were natives of New Jersey, and were respectively widower
and widow; at the time of their marriage, January 11, 1818, by James Eussell,
Esq., of Centerville. Aaron Nutt was left fatherless at an early age. His mother
marrying again, the boy, Aaron, was apprenticed to John Lippencott, a tailor of 1776,
for a term of seven years, serving his employer nearly that time on the tailor-board.
At about this period, the armies of the Revolution, under tho command of Gen. Washington, were very active in the State of New Jersey, and as these were indeed trying
times for our country, and soldiers were much needed, both old and young were
earnestly solicited to join the American forces. I t was at this juncture that Lippincott was drafted into the military service, and Aaron Nutt's apprenticeship about to
expire, that Lippencott made this proposition to him, that i f he would enter the army
and serve his, Lippencott's time out, he would in turn set him free. The proposition
was accepted, and Nutt joined a military company commanded by his cousin, Capt. Israel
Shreve. The evening before the battle of Monmouth, the company had a little skirmish with a company of English light horse, and came off victorious. Nutt was quite
near the English Captain, and saw the American soldier shoot him in the breast. He
fell from his horse and jumped a fence and fell dead by the side of it. Nutt, in looking at him after death, pronounced him the handsomest man he ever saw. Next day.
the main battle was fought, the day, an excessively hot one, the Americans threw off
their coats and knapsacks, as they marched into the field, forty-eight abreast. After the
battle, twelve wagons loaded with bread and drawn- by oxen were brought on the
ground for the Americans. After this, Nutt's military service was in riding as a soout
and driving team ; of the latter, he did a large amount. He never asked for or received
any pension, but assisted many others in procuring theirs. On Tuesday, the 4th day of
May, 1779, he was married to Mary Archer, daughter of Joseph and Sarah Archer, of
New Jersey. From this union there were nine children, of whom none are now living.
Three died in early life, the remaining six lived to be heads of families. The father
used to take great pleasure in standing on his own premises and look at the smoke
curling out of the chimneys of five of his children—the sixth one lived some four
miles distant. In 1786, he removed with his family from New Jersey to Pennsylvania,
where he remained only a few years, and then moved to Kentucky, living at different
points, among which the following places are rememberd : On the Dry Ridge he lived
a long time, keeping a tavern there; did the same in the town of Versailles ; from Kentucky he removed to what is now Centerville, Montgomery Co., Ohio, in the spring of
1798, having previously been there with the surveyors in February, 1796, and selected
his land. Here he settled in a wilderness of woods, and where in his new abode he
remained with only a slight change of habitation during the balance of his life. Surrounded with a large circle of truly worthy friends and relatives who were always
interested in his presence, as he so often gladdened the hours with earnest recitals of
events of which he had not infrequently been an active participant.
He was a man of eminently correct habits of life, possessing a very superior constitution, temperate, industrious and of a cheerful disposition, even marked to the end,
and when warned of approaching dissolution seemed ready and willing to meet the
change. The disease of which he died was, though notof frequent occurrence, incident
to old age, and in this case, as was pronounced by his skillful and ever attentive physician, Dr. A. B. Price, one of the most extraordinary cases of the kind ever known to
the profession. The pain, which was very severe, was first manifested in the left eye,
which after awhile completely destroyed that organ. The pain then passed to the heel
and great toe of the right foot, then successively until all the toes were in a like manner
involved, then the foot mortified, was drawn up and dried until all seemed as hard and
lifeless as stone, and blackened with the deadly progress of the disease, which continued
for a period of many months, at the closing of which time a distinct point or line of demarkation appeared within four inches of the knee. Death of the footand leg below having
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already occurred and here separation of not only the living from the dead flesh, but also
the larger bone was already manifest, so that earnest hopes were strongly entertained that
an arrest was probable, and that an improved condition might be looked for ; but at
the close of about the ninth month the powers of the constitution could stand the pressure no longer, and gradually yielding, death kindly terminated this protracted struggle
June 2, 1842, and thus passed the life of a man aged eighty-three years ten months
and sixteen days, who had never known what real sickness was, and even used his
tobacco up to within a few days of the last. His remains are buried in tho old cemetery
one-half mile north of Centerville, between the graves of his two wives. " Peace to their
remains."
John, after the death of his father, remained at home with his bereaved mother,
working the little farm and attending and teaching school, and so continued until the
last of August, 1845, when, on solicitation of Dr. John Evans, then of Indianapolis,
Ind., he accepted a kind invitation to study medicine with him. So, bidding adieu
to his old home and all of its surroundings, he embarked on board the Voress line of
stage coaches for what then seemed to be the far-distant West. Here he commenced
his medical studies, spending the winters, however, at Chicago, attending Rush Medical College, from which institution he graduated in the spring of 1848. Returning to
Indianapolis, he made application to the commissioners of the hospital for the insane for
the place of assistant physician, and being successful in due time received the desired
appointment, and early thereafter entered upon the duties of the office in this then new
State institution, and soon had the satisfaction of assisting in the reception of the first
patients ever admitted to treatment in that place. I n October, 1851, he severed his connection with the hospital and, marrying Annie, the youngest daughter of David and
Rachael Evans, of Waynesville, Ohio, moved within a few days thereafter to the city
of Chicago, 111, where, with a devoted wife and four comely boys, he now remains
comfortably living in Glencoe, one of the city's most beautiful suburbs, overlooking both
far and wide the cooling waters of Lake Michigan.
A B R A H A M PRUGH, carpenter, was born in Montgomery County, Ohio,
August 30, 1830, of parents, Abner and Martha (Easey) Prugh, natives of Frederick
County, Md., the former born in the year 1790 and the latter in 1791. Father Prugh
is of German descent, his mother having been born in Germany. He was one of the
early settlers in Montgomery County, to which he, as a single man, emigrated, settling
in the vicinity of Beavertown, in the year 1812, driving thither a team for Laurence
Shell, a brother-in-law. During the war of 1812, Mr^ Prugh was at Urbana, and there
saw Gen. Hull and army p-rréTèmainëo!"b"OT almorí "time and then returned to Maryland, and again, in 1817, came back to Ohio and purchased land in the vicinity of
Winchester, which he disposed of in about one year, when he removed to the vicinity
of Beavertown, on a tract of eighty-four acres, which he bought and upon which he
lived until ten years ago, at which time he lost his companion, her death occurring
January 27, 1872, and since which he has made his home with our subject, who is the
sixth of a family of eleven children. Until eighteen years of age, our subject lived on
the homestead, then learned the carpenter's trade, which vocation he has in main followed ever since, his farm "being carried on by his sons. On the 6th of April, 1854,
Mr. Prugh was united in marriage with Mary, daughter of John G. and Jacobená
(Fullmer) Sebold, natives of Germany. The parents were married in the State of
New York, and in 1820 emigrated to Lebanon, Warren County, Ohio. The father
died in 1865, and the mother is now residing near Dayton. Mary, the wife of our
subject, was borne in Harrison Township, Montgomery County, Ohio, September 17,
1836, and has borne Mr. Prugh the following named children :"-John A., William H '
James E., Martha, Abram, Anna M., Sarah G., Charles (died March 9, 1876), Ira
and Herbert. Our subject belongs to a family who have done much toward clearing
away the wilderness of the early day and making possible the high state of cultivation
now attained. His father still lives to rehearse to his children and children's children
the happenings of nearly a century ago, and though close on to the goal of ninetytwo years, is almost in the full possession of his mental faculties.
B
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BROOKY B. RUSSELL, Centerville. James Russell, born August 27, 1769
in the Shenandoah Valley, Va. Nancy McKee, born November 22, 1771, and married to James Russell, 1791. Prom this union were ten children, born as follows:
Elizabeth, February 9, 1792 ; Robert, May 28, 1794; William, December 26, 1795 ;
John, October 6, 1797 ; Abraham, June 24, 1799 ; James, December 6, 1800 ; Mary
M„ December 28, 1802; Brooky B., February 22, 1804; Ann, July 15, 1807;
Mariam, June 27, 1810. Of the above children three only are now (July, 1881)
living Mr. Russell's early boyhood and manhood were spent principally in boat-building on the Allegheny River, Penn. When about seventeen years old he moved with
his parents to Mercer County, Penn., where he continued boat-building, one of which
he and a brother loaded with produce and made a trip to New Orleans. Returning
home, he concluded after awhile he would like to see the Northwest. Accordingly he
started on the perilous trip in 1798. The Indians being troublesome, he procured the
assistance of a guide, who traveled about 200 miles with him from the Pee Dee River.
Finally reaching his destination in safety, he made his selection and purchase of land.
He found a boarding-place with Dr. Hole, a pioneer, living about two miles distant.
He immediately went to work and erected his round-log cabin, with a cat and clay
chimney and puncheon floor. The pioneers that could be found within a reasonable
distance by request assembled at a given time and assisted him in the erection of his
cabin. During the day, one of the pioneers asked Mr. Russell where he was from.
He replied by saying he was from Cork, the North of Ireland, sir. The pioneer
turned around and said to another: I wish to God he had stayed there, for they are the
meanest people on earth. For some time after that Mr. Russell went by the name of
Cork. Cabin finished, he returned to his family after an absence of ten weeks, built a
boat in which he and his family came down the river to Cincinnati, in the spring of
1799. and moved immediately into the neighborhood of Redding and raised that season
as much of a crop as he could ; then in the following February or March started for
his future home in Washington Township, Montgomery County, Ohio, reaching it on
the 12th day of March, 1800. Mrs. Russell has been heard to say that the sweetest
night's sleep she ever had was the first one spent in that rude cabin. Family then consisted of parents and five children. Now settled, the next thing in order was the clearing of a farm, which to one not having will or nerve would be a serious undertaking,
but Mr. Russell possessed both, and in due course of time a farm was to be seen instead of the dense forest. To supply the table (made of puncheons) with meats was
an easy matter ; it was wild but in abundance and very easily secured. When Mr.
Russell wished to take a day for a hunt he would put on a scarlet cloak with a hood to
it, of his wife's, and thus equipped would start out and would return, i f he wanted so
many, with one dozen deer in a day. Bread was for a long time made exclusively
of corn ; grinding done at Mr. Ripley's mill, one mile south of Ridgeville, Warren
County, Ohio, For the wearing apparel, of home manufacture; dressed deer skins were
used extensively. Boots and shoes were made of untanned hides. When Mr. Russell
went to the land office to make his payment, it was ascertained he had a surplus of several acres. He was then at a loss to know what to do. When Gen. Findley, the Receiver, said to him, my dear fellow, you take all the land you can get up there or I
will. Mr. Russell took the advice, went out and borrowed from a friend enough to complete the payment.
Mr. Russell served one term in the Legislature, the session of
1828 and 1829. Was County Commissioner some years. I t is said that at one settlement with the County Treasurer there was such a quantity of silver that in order to
expedite their work, the Commissioners weighed the cash instead of counting it. He
served as Justice of the Peace from 1810 to 1834, being a period of twenty-four years,
which is conclusive evidence he was a man standing high in the estimation of his fellowcitizens. Beloved by his family and highly respected by acquaintances, he died March
12,1845 having lived just forty-five years in the township. His wife, Nancy Russell,
died November 19, 1849.
ISAAC STANSELL, farmer, P. O. Centerville. Isaac Stansell, son of Henry and
Elizabeth, was born December 27,1810, in Washington Township, Montgomery County,
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Ohio, where has always resided ; received his education in his boyhood in the pioneer
lo°- schoolhouse ; schools then taught by subscription ; teacher boarding with his
patrons ; branches most commonly taught were reading, writing and arithmetic ; wearing apparel manufactured at home, very plain, as the material was not very fine ; homemadeflaxlinen for shirts and pants ; thread shirt-buttons almost exclusively. For winter wear, linsey and fulled cloth the linsey was of many colors. Instead of coats, a garment called a wampus was worn, that was most generally made out of red flannel ;
women wore same materials, but sometimes striped or barred. A boy generally received one pair shoes yearly ; living was just as plain as the wearing apparel. At the
breakfast table was generally coffee made from corn, wheat, rye and flour ; it was called
flour chocolate ; tea from spice, sassafras or sage ; wheat bread occasionally; corn bread
was the standand, that made different ways ; there was the dodger, the johnny-cake,
and for extra a pone would be made, one that would last a family many days ; wild meats
abundant, and obtained with little labor ; going to mill is generally done on horseback.
The first mill Mr. Stansell patronized was one on Sugar Creek, near the county line.
Sugar was made every spring in large quantities, and used freely ; wood was no object.
Mr. Stansell's parents emigrated from Kentucky; his father came here in 1801, built
his cabin, returned to Kentucky, and moved his family out on horseback to their future
home in 1802, right in the woods ; neighbors two to three miles distant. Both parents
were members of the Baptist Church, and regular attendants at the log meeting-house,
half-mile north of Centerville, being the first one built in the township. John Mason
was among the first of the preachers at this house. A minister's pay then was just
what the members felt like giving freely. Henry Stansell and wife died in 1833. The
way of attending church at this time was on foot or horseback, the rider taking "two or
three children on with him. Mr. Stansell being raised on a farm, he has work at everything to be done there, even to plowing with the wood mold-board plow drawn by oxen.
Mr. Stansell was married February 4,1834, to Miss Eleanor Shehan. From this union
were eleven children, nine of whom are living. Mrs. Stansell died February 22, 1866.
The father of the subject of this sketch was born October 1, 1765 ; married to Elizabeth Allen April, 1793. From this union were eleven children, four of whom are now
living (July, 1881). Henry Stansell, at the age of thirteen, was captured by the Indians
in the State of New York, with whom he remained five years, undergoing all the
hardships of a captive's life. So far as a separation from home and friends are concerned, a portion of the time the Indians tried to make his life agreeable, but was an
Indian's life after all. His release was brought about in this way. The Indian who
claimed him as his property, while they were encamped in the neighborhood of a British
Fort on Lake Ontario, when drunk, sold him for a trifle to a British officer, received
his pay and departed, but soon as he became sober, returned to the fort, and demanded
the return of Henry, but the officers secreted him, and told the Indian that Henry was
gone. Young Stansell was soon exchanged and sent home to his parents. He was so
changed in appearance that (although dressed in civilized clothing), none of the family
(except his mother) knew him, having given him up as dead ; the mother, so long bereft
of him, instantly recognized him by a scar on his face. A few years after peace was
declared, Henry Stansell married and removed to Kentucky, and then to Ohio as above
stated.
LEWIS TAYLOR, farmer, P. 0. Centerville, son of John and Rosanna (Alexander) Taylor, was born June 5, 1813, in Washington Township, Montgomery County,
Ohio. With the exception of a few years, has resided in his native township. In boyhood, attended school in the log cabin where greased paper was used instead of glass for
windows. The branches taught were reading, writing and arithmetic. Teachers were
then paid by subscription and board, dividing their time with the patrons. Books
used were the spelling book and Bible. For copy books the scholar had, what would
now be considered, a very poor article of unruled foolscap, and the scholars provided
themselves with a lead pencil and rule to do the lining required in the copybook. The
teacher set all the copies, made and repaired the pens from goose quills, as steel and
gold pens were not in use. Ink was manufactured at home, from maple bark and cop-
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peras. Lewis' occupation is that of a farmer, and is now one of the few men in this
township owning and occupying the land purchased by their fathers from the United
States. The above tract was deeded by James Madison, President of the United States,
to John Taylor, December 15, 1810. Lewis has never had any political aspirations, and
never was on a jury. The amusements in his early days were corn huskings, log-rollings, and raising the log cabin for the new settler, which would be accomplished in one
day, ready for the family accupaney at night. Huskings and rollings always ended
with a dauce at night. Lewis claims that the frame house he now occupies was about
the first, if not the first one built in the township in 1808. I t is a two-story ; in the second
story religious meetings used to be held by the Presbyterian, Baptist and Christian
Churches. His parents were both natives of Mifflin County, Penn., and were married
February 19, 1801. From this union were eight sons and one daughter, of whom four
sons only are now living. The parents, with three children, eame to Montgomery
County, Ohio, in September, 1806, and purchased above-named tract of land soon after
their arrival, on which was a double log cabin, with a puncheon floor, and about one
acre of land, about half cleared ; balance, heavily timbered. Some years afterward,
Mr. Taylor made another purchase of 410 acres of land, on the Miami Great Bend, and
laid out the town of Alexandersville, the name being suggested by Mrs. Taylor, as a
compliment to their eldest son, Alexander. Dr. David Bailey did the surveying and
platting of the town. Mr. and Mrs. Taylor donated one of the lots to the Christian
Church ; Mr. Taylor was one of the largest stockholders in the Woodbourn Cotton
Factory, in which speculation he lost not less than $20,000, which, at that time, was a
heavy loss. Mr. Taylor was drafted in the war of 1812 ; marched to Greenville under
Capt. Richard Sunderland ; his stay, however, was short ; sickness called him home.
He soon procured a substitute, Samuel Mattocks, paying him $60 cash and an outfit.
Mr. Taylor died November 29, 1843, aged sixty-five years nine months and eleven days.
Mrs. Taylor died August 17, 1878, aged ninety-four years four months and two days.
JOSEPH THOMAS, farmer, son of Edward P. and Abigal (Benham) Thomas,
was born in Washington Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio, August 19, 1834, and has
followed farming as his life occupation. He was married, January 1, 1861, to Charlotte Ramsey, daughter of Bloomfield and Matilda A. (Reeder) Ramsey, who was also
born in this township April 23, 1844. They have had the following children: Joseph
B:, Edward P. (deceased), Mary E., Olive A., Melissa L., William H . L., Eve M. and
Charles P. Our subject was but four years old when his father died, and at twelve
years of age, began working out by the month to help his mother support the
family. In 1855, he and his brother Benjamin rented a farm, and by hard,
constant toil, and steady, economical habits, saved sufficient to purchase 100 acres
of land, upon which Benjamin now lives. In 1865, Joseph sold his interest in
the above farm to his brother, and purchased his present homestead of 133
acres, which is the legitimate result of his earnest efforts to succeed in life. Mr. Thomas
is regarded as one of the progressive farmers of his native township, and his motto has
even been to be just and honest with all men.
JOHN WÈLLER, farmer, P. O. Centerville, son of John and Elizabeth Weiler, was
born April 15, 1818, in Washington Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio, and, with the
exception of eleven years, has always resided there. Of the eleven years, seven were
spent in Warren County, Ohio, and four in Miami County, Ohio. By occupation, is a
farmer ; was raised one. Married, September 29, 1841, to Miss Mary Ann Anderson.
From this union were ten children, seven of whom are living, Mr. Weller's schooling
acquired, as all farmer boys did at that time, work on the farm during farming season,
and attend school in the winter, and yet, frequently, not all that time was allowed them ;
if there was any grain to thrash, which the boys had to attend to by tramping it off on
the bare floor with several horses. Their wearing apparel was altogether of home-made
material, flax tow for pants, flax linen for shirts, aud bettermost pants ; thread
shirt-buttons in general use; for winter wear, home-made cloth and jeans. Red
flannel wamusses were very fashionable.
Boys were always delighted when
presented with a new one. Limited to one pair shoes a year, and when mend-
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ing was required, it frequently fell to the boy's lot to repair his own shoes.
Among the vivid scenes and well recollected ones of Mr. Weller's boyhood, are, that
when his father could put seven sons with their plows in the field at one time, and once
in the spring of 1842, eight or nine were at work in the same field ; then, he says,
what a sight at turning-out times, noon and night, to them file out of the field into a
long lane, and march for dinner. The father's rule was that the horses must be fed
first. His orders to the boys were to always be careful and take good care of them.
Mr. Weiler remembers selling produce at the following prices : Wheat, at 50 cents per
bushel; oats, at 15 cents per bushel; corn, at the same. Has hauled flour for his
father to Cincinnati, and sold it for $2.50 per barrel; it would require four days to
make the trip. Has sold pork at $2.50 per 100, net ; then the other extreme has sold
pork for $13 per 100, net. Mr. Weller was a renter for nine years, but is now the
owner of 248 acres of fine land, about 220 of which is under a good state of cultivation.
His first plowing was done with the wooden mold-board plow. Now he uses all the
modern farming utensils. Mrs. Weiler is the daughter of Ephraim and Sarah Anderson ; was born in Washington Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio, September 18, 1821.
There were eleven brothers and sisters, nine of whom are now living. Mrs. Weiler has
spent all her life on a farm, and in her early marriage life thought nothing hard of it to
carry butter and eggs two and a half miles to market of a morning, returning in time
for her children to go to school ; has been quite a spinner of flax and wool in her young
days, out of which material the wearing apparel was manufactured for the family.
W I L L I A M WELLER, farmer, P. O. Centerville. William Weiler, son of John
and Elizabeth Weller, was born April 30, 1816, in the State of New Jersey. When
about two years old, he came with his parents to Washington Township, Montgomery
Co., Ohio. When the family landed here, 50 cents was all the cash the father possessed, but being a blacksmith, just the man needed in a new settlement, the neighbors
gathered together and soon had a house and shop ready for occupancy by the new-comer.
He went to work ; the neighbors patronized him ; soon he began to receive help from his
boys ; this enabled him to turn out more work, and he began to turn his attention to
farming. About the year 1827, he moved on a large farm as a renter; fortune smiled on him,
and in the course of a few years he became the owner instead of the renter. A t his death,
he was quite wealthy, leaving a large estate for division among his children. William's
privileges for schooling were only on a par with other farm boys. When old enough to
work, he was introduced to it ; he says his first plowing was done with the wooden
mold-board plow. He never had any desire to mingle in politics. He was married,
March 19, 1840, to Miss Martha Young; from this union were six children, four of
whom are now (July, 1881) living and married. Educated to farming, he has always
adhered to it ; knowing how to manage it, he has made it a success. He was a renter
for fourteen years, and a part of that time sold his corn for 10 cents per bushel, pork for
$1.75 to $2 per one hundred pounds, net. The first crop of wheat raised he received
one-half as his portion; he had it ground and hauled to Cincinnati, where he sold it for
$10 per barrel ; that was his first start in life. Wearing apparel in his boyish days was
principally of home manufacture ; could not well make it anything else, for he says he
has reaped wheat many a day for 50 cents, and the day then was from sunrise
to sunset. The first fine suit of clothes was that given him by his parents when he
reached the age of twenty-one, called a freedom suit. He is now the owner of a nicely
improved farm, adjoining the town of Centerville on the southeast, containing 143J
acres, which constitutes his homestead. The church of his choice was the New-School
Baptist, which he joined about 1860 ; Mrs. Weiler joined same some three years previous.
SAMUEL WELLER, farmer, P. O. Centerville. Samuel Weiler, son of John
and Elizabeth Weller, was born November 29, 1826, in Washington Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio. He moved, with his parents, on to the farm where he now resides
(1881) about fifty-three years ago ; with the exception of a few years it has always
been his home. To the visitors at this day it looks, from the splendid improvements
he has made, and the general keeping of his farm, that he has no migratory notions in
his head. His education he received in the home district school, kept in a log house
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with flattened saplings for seats and puncheons for writing desks, upon which he says
the boys used their Pen aud Barlow knives prettey freely. Raised on the farm, he did the
chores of a farm boy until he was large enough to plow. His recollection of his first
plowing was done with a wooden mold-board plow. The plowing done then would not
at this time, be called much more than scratching, yet farmers managed to raise fair
crops, particularly where there was as many good farm boys as there was on the VVeller
homestead. Mr. Weiler has never had any particular political aspirations ; yet at kind
solicitation of friends and neighbors, he has served them as School Director and Township Trustee several years. He was a member of the Board of Trustees under whose
direction the present township hall was built in Centerville (1880). Farming is his delight, at which he is a success. He is now the owner of 389Í acres in this township.
He was married, May 16, 1851, to Miss Mary C. Kirby, daughter of John and Margaret (Pence) Kirby ; from this union eleven children Were born, nine of whom are now
living. Samuel Weller aud wife entertained sixty of their personal friends at dinner
the first Sunday of their housekeeping. Mrs. Weller's father was a native of New
Jersey, and her mother of Ohio, Mrs. Weiler having been born in this State July 29,
1834. She has had eleven children born to her of this union, viz., John C. (deceased),
Charles W. (deceased), Lucinda J., Anna L., Laura B., Walter H., Arrilla J., Arthur
S., Carrie F., Minnie E. and Mary M.
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FRANCIS AMPT, retired saddler, Germantown. Francis Ampt is a native
of Germany, of the city of Mayence on the Rhine ; was born June 3, 1810 ; landed in
the United States June 10, 1833. Married Kunigunda Rosa, of Hamilton, Ohio, in
March, 1839. The latter was born in Germany February 14, 1819, and came to the
United States in 1837. They resided in Trenton, Butler Co., Ohio, from 1839 to 1849.
In the Jatter year they moved to Germantown, Ohio, where they have ever since resided.
They have three sons, all of whom were born in Trenton ; they are : First, William M.
Ampt, attorney, born February 1, 1810; married to Mary Eliza Gunckel, daughter of
William Guuckel, of Dayton, Ohio ; they reside in Cincinnati, and have one daughter,
Rosa E., born July 2, 1874. Second, Henry Ampt (in the employ of Polk, Wilson &
Sons, Cincinnati, Ohio), was born June 23, 1842 ; is married to Fredona Rowe, daughter of Daniel Rowe, of Germantown, Ohio ; they reside in Cincinnati. Third, Francis
C. Ampt, attorney, and First Assistant Solicitor of the city of Cincinnati, was born June
10, 1848 ; married to Mary Weaver, daughter of George Weaver, of Miamisburg, Ohio;
reside in Cincinnati ; have three children—Charles Francis, aged seven years ; Ellen
Fredona, five years ; and Anna, three years. Mr. Ampt is a saddler by trade, and
worked at that business until 1879, when he retired. He and wife are members of the
Lutheran Church.
J. J. ANTRIM, physician, Germantown, is a son of Jacob Antrim, a pioneer minister of illustrious fame. He was born in Berks County, Penn., in the year 1791.
From childhood, he was a Bible student and adhered closely to the principles of a Christian life. In early manhood, he cmnected himself with the U. B. Church, and subsequently filled the pulpit, teaching the doctrines of his denomination. In 1821, his nuptials were solemnized with Miss Mary Zeller, who was a native of the same county and
State as her husband, and was born in the year 1800. The issue of this marriage were
six children of whom five are now living, viz., Jabez J., Cyrus, Titus, Jacob and Katura
(now Mrs. Dr. Eckerd, of Trenton, Ohio). In 1819, he located near Germantown,
Montgomery Co., Ohio, purchased 120 acres of land in Butler County. Subsequently
entered upon his duties as an itinerant minister and circuit rider. I n his circuit of 400
miles, he would frequently become associated with the Rev. James B. Finley, a pioneer
Methodist minister. Rev. Antrim removed from his farm to Germantown about 1828,
and was chosen Presiding Elder of the Miami Conference of the United Brethren denom-
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inatioD His district consisted of the counties of Montgomery, Preble, Darke, Mercer,
Miami Hamilton and Warren. In 1850, death summoned his daughter Drucilla to her
last abode and, in 1858, the same messenger called his wife to her eternal home. Rev.
Antrim survived her several years, finally taking a trip to his native State to visit his
friends ; while there was taken very ill and lived but a short time. The brittle thread
of life was broken ; his labors on earth had ceased ;. having fought the good fight of faith
and finished his course, his spirit had entered into the joys of his Lord His body was
conveyed to Germantown, where it was interred, and there rests the body of a noble,
just and esteemed citizen. His death occurred in the year 1860, escaping the scenes of
the late rebellion. Dr. J. J. Antrim, whose name heads this sketch, was born near
Germantown, Ohio, October 26,1823 ; having limited school privileges his early education was the same ; his summer months were devoted to farming, and the winter to
his books. However, early in life his mind was directed to human and medical science,
which he subsequently engaged in, being only eighteen years of age ; two years later, entered the medical college at Cincinnati, Ohio; graduated in 1844, and entered upon the
practice of his profession in New Paris, Preble Co., Ohio. Soon after, thought a trip
through the Southern States would be a professional benefit; he prosecuted his thought,
treating cancers and tumors. In May, 1846, when the United States was in strife with
Mexico, he enlisted in the Second Ohio Volunteer Infantry, commanded by Col. G. W
Morgan ; was mustered on the non-commissioned staff of the regiment to the office of
Hospital Steward. His services continued in this capacity two months, when upon a
satisfactorily examination, he was promoted to Assistant Surgeon, and in rank that of
Lieutenant, discharging his duties on the battle-field as well as in the hospital. He
served until the close of the war, participating in the battles of Buena Vista, the siege
of Saralvo, Puebla and Rio Frio Pass.
Soon after his return, the California gold fever was raging, and he, with a company,
traveled through by a private conveyance, completing the trip in seven months, traveling through an inhospitable country sparsely settled with an uncivilized race. His stay
was two years, when the unsettled and semi-civilized condition of the country caused
him to return. He came by the Isthmus of Panama, then known as the Ocean
route, landing at New Orleans, thence up the river home. Subsequently, he took a
trip to the metropolis of United States (New York City) and other Eastern cities ; returned to Germantown and embarked in the mercantile pursuit. This demanded his
attention two years, when he resumed the practice of medicine, in which he is still engaged. His marriage was celebrated January 20, 1853, with 'Miss Ellen, second
daughter of Gabrael and Sarah Oblinger ; she was born June 24, 1832. The issue of
this union were three children, vix., Ida S., Willard and Frank. Seventeen years of
their united life had elapsed when the dreaded disease, consumption, took her from earthly
cares. She was an exemplary member of the United Brethren Church, having connected herself with that denomination at an early age, remembering her Creator in the
days of her youth. Her death occurred December 8, 1870. With the cares of the
Doctor's children and the demands of his profession, he was married the second time,
July 18, 1872, to Mrs. Kate Clemmer, widow of the late David Clemmer. She was
born in Adams County, Penn., in 1828, and in 1834, moved with her parents to Montgovery County. A t the age of seventeen, united herself with the Methodist Episcopal
Church. She was a thoroughly devoted Christian, as was proven in her life and conduct, that religion was not merely a system of ethics and doctrinal truths, but a living
principal, hidden in the soul as the leaven is in the meal. After the death of her first
husband, she returned to the home of her parents, and owing to the inconvenience of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, she united herself with the Evangelical Lutheran
Church. Prom the time of her last marriage to her death, May 28, 1880, she was a
resident of Germantown. She merited and received the esteem and love of all who
knew her. She was a faithful wife, a good neighbor and constant friend, hospitable and
ever ready to help the poor and needy. She was a sixter of D. E. McSherry, of Dayton, Ohio, the patentee of the McSherry Grain Drill.
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SIMON AUCHENBOCH, feed stable, Germaotown, was born in Lebanon
County, Penn., March 31, 1814, of parents, Peter and Catharine (Neth) Auchenboeh,
who died, the father in 1844 and the mother in 1837. He was married to Sarah Palluth,
daughter of Casper and Polly (Spots) Palluth, in the State of Pennsylvania, and came to
Ohio June 22, 1842. Mrs. Palluth was born in Pennsylvania March 22, 1813. The
subject and wife have had born to them children, viz., Eliza (deceased), Louisa, Sarah,
Mary, William, Rosannah (deceased) and Fradanna (deceased). Mr. and Mrs. Auchenboeh are members of the United Brethren Church, and are exerting their influence
for good. The former, by trade, is a shoemaker, which occupation be followed for about
thirty-five years. He is a good citizen and commands the respect of the community at
large.
CHARLES H . L. A X M A N (deceased), was a native of Germany, born
May 6, 1822. In early life, he learned the trade of watchmaking and jeweler, but soon
after the completion of his trade, in 1848, he emigrated to America, and on May 8,
1850, married in New York City, Elvina Droz, a native of France, born December 27,
1830, and became a resident of the United States in her minority. Soon after their
marriage, they settled in Germantown, Montgomery County, Ohio, where Mr. Axman
set up in business and conducted it through life, taking in his sons, who are now four in
number. He died on February 26, 1873, trusting in the doctrines of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church, and was beloved by all who knew him. His wife still survives, bearing the name of her departed husband, and the mother of ten children, of whom six
survive, viz. : Minnie, Clara, Charles A.; who is working, in Dayton, at the jeweler business ; Adolph O., in the same pursuit; and Alfred E. and Lewis H., who
are yet at home assisting their mother in conducting the jewelry business. Mrs. Axman
has been for years a member of the same church as that of her husband.
ALFRED E. A X M A N , Germantown, was born in Germantown, Ohio, December
8, 1860, and is a son of Charles H. L. Axman, whose history will be found in this
work. Alfred E. grew up in his native town, where he was also educated, learning the
jewelry trade under the supervision of his eldest brother, Arthur O, in their own store,
of which he now ha,s charge. He is an intelligent young man, well respected, a member of the Lutheran Church, and belongs to the Masonic fraternity.
THOMAS B A I L E Y , retired farmer, Germantown. His grandparents, Thomas
and Mary (Crittenden) Bailey, natives of Virginia, came to Warren County, Ohio, at
an early day, where they spent their lives. His parents were William and Sarah
(Rison) Bailey, also from Virginia, who had a family of six children—three sons and
three daughters—viz. : Thomas, Francis, William, Maria, Elizabeth and Nancy. The
subject of this sketch was born in Warren County, Ohio, July 29, 1810, and in 1819
his mother died, thus leaving him at a tender age without her loving counsel. On December 6, 1832, he married Ann Denice, daughter of Samuel and Jane (Bound)
Denice, born in New Jersey, September 27, 1815, of which union eleven children were
born, as follows : William, Abraham O, Sarah Jane, Sidney D., Samuel F., Anna
Maria, Mary E., George P., Helanor C., Rachel and one died in infancy. Mr. Bailey
followed milling for about twenty-one years, and in 1847 located on a farm in German
Township; purchased 170 acres of land in 1853, upon which he resided until 1866,
when he moved to Germantown, where he has since lived, owning a residence and two
acres of ground on Main street. His farm lays four miles west of town, on the State
road. His five living children are all residing in this vicinity, and worthy members of
society, whose ancestors have done their part toward the civilization of this portion of
the Ruckeye State. Mr. Bailey and family belong to the United Brethren Church.
W. P. BEARD, farmer, P. O. Germantown. Our subject was born near Germantown, Ohio, August 14, 1821, and is the son of Jacob and Sarah (Catrow) Beard,
natives, the former of Lancaster County, Penn., born in 1777, and the mother of Maryland, born in 1803. The father settled near Germantown, Ohio, in 1811, and died in
1862. Mr. Beard was united in marriage, February 17, 1848, to Susannah, daughter
of Jacob Heffner, of Maryland, and is the father of five children, as follows : Oliver
J., Irene, Sabina, Hiram and Elmer. The first named is dead. Irene, is the wife of
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William Roof, living at Carlisle Station, in Warren County ; Sabina, is at home ; Hiram,
married Lucinda Robbins, and is residing near Troy, Ohio. In politics, our subject is a
Democrat. He received a fair education, which was obtained in German Township ; is
a man in comfortable circumstances, and a good citizen.
STEPHEN BENNETT, farmer, P. 0. Carlisle, is a native of Somersetshire,
Eng., born June 24, 1852, and emigrated to America June 28, 1872, settling in Montgomery County. He was married to Mary E., daughter of Tobias and Mary (Bradbury) Swartzel, born in Ohio July 21, 1850, on the 17th of February, 1873, and to
them were born the following-named children : Cora E., Lotta 0. and Pearl M. Mr.
Bennett, though quite a young man, has, through industry and economy, become the
possessor of a farm of fifty-one acres of land, situated on the Carlisle and Germantown
pike, two and a quarter miles southeast of the latter town. The farm is well improved,
and the buildings thereon new, the house and barn being built some six years ago, at a
cost, the former of $1,850, and the latter $500. Tobacco raising is with him a specialty. He takes great pride in the choice lot of fowls about the farm, raising and
dealing in best breed.
ALFRED BOSE, cigar manufacturer, Germantown, is a son of George Bose, who
was born in German Township, Montgomery County, Ohio, January 8, 1808, and who
lost his father when quite small, thus leaving him to the care of a widowed mother
whom he in his more matured years helped to support until her death. George was a
farmer, and was married March 5, 1839, to Miss Mary Boyer, who was born in Frederick City, Md., April 11, 1808, of which marriage Alfred was born in this township
September 13, 1845. He grew up and learned the trade of a cigar-maker, worked as a
journeyman thirteen years, and in 1872 was elected President of the Cigar-Maker's
Union. He served in the Germantown fire company eleven years, receiving a life-membership certificate for services rendered, and has represented the Etna Fire Insurance
Company as agent. Being a man of experience in his trade, he was appointed foreman
by Joseph Endress, of his packing room, getting the cigars ready for shipment, having at times many men under his charge. He also traveled on the road selling cigars,
in all of which he displayed the same ability, energy and success. He finally accumulated enongh money to start in business January 19, 1876, since which his trade has
been increased yearly. Iu 1872, Mr. Bose became a Mason, and is a zealous member
of that fraternity.
J. A. BROWN, physician, Germantown. His father, William Brown, was a native
of New Jersey, who came to Ohio with his parents in an early day, and located at
Waynesville, Warren County. He learned the carpenter trade, and soon after reaching manhood, went to Preble County, where he married Miss Mary A. Beall, whose
father, Charles, was a soldier in the war of 1812. They had four children by this
union, viz., Francis A., Joseph A., Laura, the wife of Dr. Low, of Connersvilie, Ind.,
and Minnie. William Brown was quite successful in life, accumulated considerable
property; was a Quaker in religious belief, and died in February, 1860, leaving a
widow, who died January 24, 1882, and who was a consistent member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. The subject of this sketch was born near Camden, Preble County,
Ohio, January 19, 1855 ; had all the advantages of a good schooling, and at the age of
eighteen began the study of medicine under Dr. W. H . Low, from whose preceptorship
he entered the Medical College of Ohio, at Cincinnati, from where he graduated in the
class of 1877-78, aud immediately commenced the practice of his profession at Germantown, where he has since continued the art of healing. He was married, March 5,
1875, to Miss Louisa Singer, daughter of Solomon Singer, who was born in Lewisburg, Preble County, Ohio, September 5, 1856, and has had one daughter, Edna. Dr.
Brown is a member of the Montgomery County Medical Society, and being a well-read,
studious physican, his future is promising, and presages success in his profession.
PETER BUZZARD, farmer, P. O. Germantown, was born in Frederick County,
Md., June 11,1817, his parents, Samuel and Mary (Dellwater) Buzzard, coming to Ohio
soon after his birth, where his father died in 1866, and his mother in 1873. Peter
was married in 1838, to Elizabeth Emerick, a native of this county, born June 5,
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1818, her parents being from Pennsylvania, of which union eight children were the
issue, as follows : Wesley, Allen, Samuel L., Margaret E., Mary Ann, William J.
Jacob E. and Annie A. Mr. Buzzard is a stone and brick mason, which trade he
learned in his boyhood days, operated a threshing-machine for twenty-five years, and
has owned four of the best stable horses in Ohio, having at present a fine six-year-old
three-quarters Clydesdale stallion. Mr. Buzzard owns a nice farm of seventy-two acres
in Darke County, and a well-improved homestead, where he now resides, and is a man
of public spirit and enterprise.
L E V I L. CLARK, retired farmer, P. 0. Germantown, is a son of Thomas and
Catherine (Lehman) Clark, both natives of Pennsylvania, the former born July 5,
1785, and the latter December 28, 1791. Thomas was by occupation a farmer, and
through life a resident of his native State. Their death occurred several years' ago
and they were the parents of ten children, of whom four are now living, viz.: Lydia'
Levi L., Thomas and Abraham. Mr. and Mrs. Clark were a noble couple, their charity was not vaunting and their love for their fellów-men was unbounded. Levi L.,
whose name heads this article, was born near Jonestown, Lebanon County, Penn.',
October 11, 1814. In early life his summers Were devoted to farming, and his winter
months to school, but his education, though limited, was mostly acquired through his
own exertions. A t the age of eighteen he commenced clerking, and was thus engaged
for five successive years. At the age of twenty-three, he came to Germantown, Montgomery County, Ohio, and obtained a situation in the dry goods store of J. Crist, and
on December 30, 1838, was united in marriage with Maria L., daughter of the late
John D. Gunckle, of Montgomery County, born April 9, 1817. The fruits of this
marriage are eleven children, viz.: John T., of Columbus, Neb.; Jefferson L., of Miamisburg; George, of Colorado; William H., Prank G., Mary C. (now Mrs. Oblinger), Harriett E. (now Mrs. Keiner), Sarah J. (now Mrs. Trout), Ellen S., Alice V.
and Maria B. Soon after the nuptials of Levi and Maria L. Clark, he located on his
father-in-law's farm, took charge of it, and again became a tiller of the soil as in his
youthful days. This, however, only commanded his attention a few years, when he
embarked, unexperienced, in the coopering business, and repairing firearms, which two
occupations combined proved quite remunerative. Several years later, he purchased a
farm of 91 è acres, of Rev. J. L. Hoffman, situated on Little Twin Creek, where he
located and remained until 1868, when he removed to his present beautiful location in
the limits of the incorporation of Germantown. Mr. and Mrs. Clark's religious affiliations have been with the Methodist Episcopal Church for nearly half a century, during
which time they have been constant and valuable contributors for its welfare and
progress.
A. S. CONOVER, farmer and miller, P. 0. Germantown. The parents of our
subject emigrated to Ohio in 1811, who by name were William and Catharine (Sutphin) Conover. The former lived to be ninety-four years of age. Mr. A. S. Conover
is a native of the State of New Jersey, born in 1808, and has been twice married.
His first wife was Maria, daughter of William Bailey, who died August 5, 1832. His
second wife was Mrs. Margaret Ann Molson, daughter of Gilbert and Hannah Bound,
natives of New Jersey, by whom he had six children, two boys and four girls, namely :
Edgar C, Orlander O, Hannah, Lydia, Ida and Deborah. By occupation Mr. Conover is a miller, which pursuit he followed from the time he was seventeen years of age,
living between Franklin and Miamisburg, until 1860. He now owns a small farm one
and a half miles northwest of Germantown.
HENRY" C. COOK, farmer, P. 0. Germantown, was born in Jackson Township,
Montgomery County, Ohio, October 3, 1833 ; is the son of Frederick and Catherine
(Apple) Cook, natives of Ohio, but of German descent. Our subject was one of seven
children, six of whom are still living, and four of them are residents of Montgomerv
County. He was married to Lucinda Oldfather May 12, 1864, and to them were born
the following-named children : Ella R., Wealthy M., Herman V. and Grace. The
wife was born March 19, 1837, of parents Frederick and Elizabeth (Pence) Oldfather.
The former was a native of Virginia, and died in 1876, and the latter of Maryland.
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Our subject received a fair education, having attended the schools of his neighborhood
in youth, thence going for a period at Lebanon, where he attended the Southwe-tern
Normal School, now known as the Normal University, where he prepared himself for
teaching, and followed that profession from 1854 to 1875. He purchased the quarter
section of land upon which he now resides, located four miles we3t of Germantown, in
1876, since which he has been farming.
JACOB CRIST, deceased, was born in Frederick City, Md., October 15, 1792 ;
is a son of Henry and Ohristina (Cassel) Crist, and came to Ohio with his parents in
1805, where he grew to manhood. He was married October 15, 1850, to Anna B.
Echart, daughter of John and Anna E. Echart, natives of Germany, who came to Ohio
in 1844. Mrs. Crist was born in the Fatherland February 23, 1817, and has had six
children, viz.: Henry J., George L., Mary E., John P., Edward J. and Louisa C. Mr.
Crist was one of the oldest citizens in the county, owned 130 acres of land a short distance southeast of Germantown and the family belonged to the United Brethren
Church. Our subject died February 17, 1872, in his eightieth year, leaving behind a
large circle of mourning friends and a wife and family much respected.
J. E. DONNELLAN, physician and surgeon, Germantown, was born in Champaign County, Ohio, October 7, 1824, and is the youngest in a family of ten children,
seven sons and three daughters, three of whom are living. His parents emigrated from
Baltimore, Md., in 1812, and settled on a farm near Urbana, Champaign County, Ohio,
where his father died in 1829, and in 1832 his mother removed to West Alexandria,
Preble County, Ohio, where she resided until her death in 1853. A t the age of
eighteen, our subject having received a good education, began teaching school, which
he continued during the winter season for several years, pursuing a private course of
study in the summer months. In 1848, he began the study of medicine in the office of
his brother, Dr. N. Donnellan, of West Alexandria, at the completion of which, in
April, 1851, he entered upon the practice of his profession, at Farmersville, Montgomery County, Ohio, where he remained two years, diligently laying the foundation of
future success. He occupied the same office with H . Elliott, Esq., who was then just
commencing the practice of law, but who is now the Judge of the Court of Common
Pleas. Dr. Donnellan removed to Germantown May 3, 1853, having formed a partnership with Dr. C. G. Espich, an old and popular physician, who had been a successful practitioner of medicine in this place from its earliest settlement, and this partnership continued until Dr. Espich's death, November 24, 1853. Dr. Donnellan was married, March 16, 1854, to Mary M. Hiestand, whose parents came from Lancaster County, Penn., to this county at an early day, of which union they have had two daughters,
Emma (deceased) and Annie. The Doctor has taken a deep interest in the progress
aud development of Montgomery County. He has been for twelve years a member of
the Board of Education in Germantown ; was one of the Directors of the Montgomery
County Infirmary from 1860 to 1866; is a charter member of Germantown Lodge of
F. A. A. M., and was for several years its Master. Since 1851, Dr. Donnelly has been
in constant practice, with the exception of four months in 1864, when he was a member
of the One Hundred and Thirty-second Regiment Ohio National Guards. He is a
member of the I . 0. O. F., and the family adhere to the Reformed Church. Politically, he is a Republican. The Doctor stands among the most enterprising citizens of
his township.
W I L L I A M C. EMERICK, retired merchant, Sunsbury, one of the pioneers
of Montgomery County, emigrated to Ohio, coming with his parents, Christopher and
Catharine (Kern) Emerick, natives of Pennsylvania, from that State in 1804. The
parents died, the father in 1837, and mother in 1836 ; was born in Berks County,
Penn., June 29, 1794. In 1820, Mr. Emerick was united in marriage with Sarah,
daughter of Daniel and Catharine (Shuey) Gunckle, who were also pioneers of this
vicinity, emigrating from Pennsylvania in the year 1811. Both were natives of Dauphin County, Penn. The mother died in 1832, and the father in 1837. Sarah, the
wife of our subject, was born July 1, 1801, and became the mother of eleven children
—Israel (born May 24, 1821), Catharine (born December 3, 1822), William D. (born
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February 23, 1826), Levi (born May 1, 1828), Elizabeth (born September 25, 1830),
Jacob (born October 17, 1832), David (born November 15, 1834), Harrison (born
May 7, 1837), Daniel (born February 26, 1840), Mariah (born March 17, 1842), and
Henry, born August 23, 1844; of whom six sons and one daughter are living, and all
are married except one son. This pioneer couple are the grandparents of twentyeight, and great-grandparents of sixteen children. Mr. Emerick has followed a variety
of vocations in life, having learned the shoemaker's trade and followed it some twenty
years, then butchered a number of years, when he became a merchant, continuing
in that line twenty years, from which he retired after a long period of active business
life. In 1835, he was chosen a Justice of the Peace, in which capacity he acted for
fifteen years. He also filled various other township offices, among which were School
Director, Clerk and Trustee. Mr. Emerick has been a life-long member of the Lutheran
Chureh, his wife adhering to the United Brethren denomination.
CHRISTIAN ESHELMAN, farmer, P. 0. Germantown, was born in Lancaster County, Penn., December 18, 1802, and is a son of John Eshelman, who died
when our subject was a small boy. Christian grew to manhood in his native State, and,
in 1831, was married to Catharine Ebby, daughter of Christian Ebby, both natives
of Pennsylvania. Of this union, two children were born, one of whom, John O, survives. In 1835, Mr. Eshelman came to Ohio, and, being a blacksmith by trade, followed that calling for about twenty-five years. His wife died, and, October 13, 1874,
he married Mrs. Sarah Denner, widow o*' George Denner, and daughter of Christopher
and Catharine (Kern) Emerick, natives of Pennsylvania and pioneers of German
Township. Her father was born January 23, 1771, and died in January, 1837. Her
mother was born January 30, 1772; married Christopher Emerick January 16, 1793,
and died in February, 1836. Mrs. Eshelman was born in German Township January
12, 1811, and her entire life has been passed in this vicinity. His son, John O, was
married to Ellen Stump, who has borne him two children; one now living ; he resides
close to his father's farm, whose homestead is about two and a half miles south of Germantown, and the family belong to the Lutheran Church.
A D A M FRANK, attorney at law and Mayor of Germantown, was born in Germantown, Montgomery County, Ohio, July 2, 1831, and is a son of Matthew and
Barbara (Loy) Frank. His father was a native of New York, who. in his boyhood
days, learned the shoemaking trade, subsequently emigrating to Ohio and settling at
Germantown in an early day, where he continued working at his trade. A few years
after coming to Ohio, he was married to MjssBarbara Loy, who bore him six children,
four of whom are now living. Matthew died in 186'/, and" his wife in 1877, both
dying, as they had lived, faithful members of the U. B. Church, and respected by all
who knew them. Our subject received a good education, and graduated from the Germantown Academy. He learned the trade of a boot and shoemaker, and by industry
and careful saving accumulated sufficient means to purchase a property which constitutes a comfortable home. He was married March 7, 1853, to Miss Nancy A. Lucas,
a native of this county, born in 1830, of which union one daughter, Mary C., was the
issue. Mrs. Frank, after a few brief years of married life, was borne to the grave. Mr.
Frank was again married, in 1874, to Mrs. Vanda L. Stirewalt, widow of the Rev.
Julius L. Stirewalt, who is a sincere member of the Lutheran Church, and who
endeavors to set a good example to all with whom she comes in contact. Politically,
Mr. Frank is a Republican, and, in 1865, was elected as a Justice of the Peace for
German Township, having been elected in 1864 Mayor of Germantown, which position
he now occupies. Subsequently, was chosen Township Clerk, and a member of the
Board of Education, in all of which he was noted for efficiency and integrity. About
this time, his duties as a public servant and his ambition to understand more thoroughly
the laws of the land induced him to abandon his trade and turn his whole attention to
reading law; was finally admitted to the bar in 1870, and has since practiced his profession. Mr. Frank has long been a member of the Masonic Fraternity, and has been
Permanent Secretary of the I . O. O. F. in Germantown for twenty-four years. He is
a man of shrewd business tact and sound judgment, and the fact of his being intrusted
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with so many official positions demonstrates that his community have confidence in his
ability and integrity.
JAMES HANKINSON, farmer and miller. The parents of this enterprising
farmer were James and Sarah (Cheesman) Hankinson, natives of Monmouth County,
N. J., born, respectively, November 14, 1787, and March 9, 1796, were there united
in marriage, and subsequently came west, locating in Warren County, Ohio, and raised
a family of seven children, the mother dying October 1, 1867, and the father April 5,
1879. The subject of this sketch was born in Warren County, Ohio, two miles southeast of Germantown, in 1828, was raised a farmer, and September 30, 1855, was married to Rachel B. Vandaveer, born near Franklin, Warren County, Ohio, January 23,
1835, and daughter of John and Hanuah B. (Bound) Vandaveer, natives of Monmouth County, N . J., the former born in 1795, and his wife the following year. Mrs.
Hankinson's parents were married in their native county, and had thirteen children,
only two of whom are living. The father died February 5, 1873, and the mother
July 25, 1876. Mr. Hankinson has a family of four children—John H., Sarah M.
(the wife of John Wolf), James V. and George W. His early education was limited,
but contact with the world has given him a knowledge of men and affairs that well fits
him for his sphere in life. Beside farming, he was also engaged in operating a saw-mill
and manufacturing broom handles, moving to his present location in 1868, where he
continues the mill business in connection with the breeding of Poland-China hogs and
fine poultry, in which lines he has won many premiums at the fairs during the past five
years, and is the owner of a thoroughbred two-year-old colt, coming three, which he
claims is one of the finest in Ohio. Mr. Hankinson has made the Devonshire breed of
cattle a specialty, believing thoroughly in progress and improvement in all things.
BENJAMIN B. H A R L A N , teacher, Germantown, was born in Clinton County,
Ohio, March 23, 1845, and is a son of David M. and Margaret Harlan, he a native of
Kentucky and she of North Carolina, the former born in 1809, and the latter in 1815.
The family are of Irish and Scotch extraction, and our subject's parents are residing in
Lafayette County, Mo. Benjamin B. was educated at Lebanon, Ohio, and followed
farming until twenty-two years of age, since which time he has been engaged in teaching ;
has taught in Germantown six years, two of which he has been Superintendent of the
school. In 1874, he married Margaret H . Bond, daughter of John E. and Elizabeth
(Custis) Bond, all natives of Ohio ; her paternal grandfather, George Bond, was from
Maryland, and Thomas Custis, the maternal grandfather, was a native of the " Old
Dominion." Mrs. Harlan has had two children—-George B. and Mary. He is a
member of the Masonic Fraternity and I . 0. 0. F., and as an educator has given general satisfaction.
MICHAEL HETZLER, retired farmer, P. 0. Germantown. His grandfather,
George Hetzler, was a native of Germany, who emigrated to Pennsylvania, where was
born George, the father of our subject, who there grew up and married Catherine
Reem.
Of this union, Michael was born July 2, 1802, and, in 1824,
married Elizabeth Blinn, who bore him three children, and died in 1838. The
following year, he married Margaret Ann Ellis, a native of Virginia, who had ten children, eight of whom are/living, and all married, excepting one son. Mr. Hetzler owns
165 acres of land in German Township, joining Abraham's mill, but retired from farming in April, 1879, his wife having died May 16, 1877. He is a member of the
United Brethren Church, and an honest Christian gentleman.
ISAAC HETZLER, farmer, P. 0. Germantown. This gentleman's parents
were Abraham and Salome (Crouse) Hetzler, natives of Pennsylvania, from whence
they emigrated in 1811. Our subject was born in Montgomery County March 20,
1828, and was married to Mary Ann Geeting August 15, 1852. The wife's parents
were Adam and Elizabeth (Leeser) Geeting. Father Geeting died in 1859,'and the
mother in 1864. Isaac Hetzler and wife have had born to them Salome C, Adam W.,
Lizzie, Eliza, Ella, Simon and Abraham L. Mr. Hetzler, since 1852 has resided on
his farm of 115 acres, situated on the Germantown and Jacksonburg road.
ELIAS HO EN, farmer, P. 0. Carlisle, is a native of Miami Township, Mont-
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gomery County, Ohio, born February 10, 1838, and son of Daniel and Maria (Gebhart) Hohn, he a native of Maryland, born in 1801, and his wife of Pennsylvania
born in 1806, and daughter of Henry and Elizabeth Oebhart. Mr. Holm's mother
died in 1868, and his father in 1871. He was married in 1869, March 18, to Julia
Ann Hibble, of Miami Township, whose parents reside in Miamisburg. Our subject
has one brother, Lewis, who is living in Shelby County, Ohio, and one sister, Loretta,
who resides in Miami Township, both being married and all respected people. He
resides on the Carlisle and Germantown pike, about midway between those points.
L. H . H U B E l l , tanner, Germantown, is a native of Cambria County, Penn., boro
at Johnstown October 31, 1813, and removed to Ohio with his parents at the age of
six years, settling at Miamisburg. The parents were David and Susan Pluck, the latter
dying at Van Wert, Ohio, when our subject was about ten years of age. He was one
of eight children, all of whom are dead but two. December 2, 1838, he was united in
marriage to Catharine Coler, born in England of parents Henry and Margaret Coler,
and to them have been born the following children : John, David, Charles P., D. W.,
George W., Caroline, Margaret and Rachel. Mr. Huber has been occupied as a tanner
since fourteen years of age, and he and family belong to the Lutheran Church.
W I L L I A M INGRAM, farmer, P. 0. Germantown, was born March 10, 1817.
Is a son of Archibald and Margery (Odan) Ingram, he a native of Ireland, and she of
Scotland. Mr. Ingram came to Ohio in 1838, and in 1810 married Martha Kindig,
daughter of Henry and Magdalena Kindig, natives of Pennsylvania. Mrs. Ingram
was born October 22, 1818, and has had six children, two boys and four girls, viz.: John,
Rebecca Ann, Michael H., F. H., Mary J. and Sarah C. Mr. Ingram is engaged in
raising tobacco and working on a farm ; resides on the Farmersville road, and the family adhere to the Lutheran Church.
JOHN F. KERN, banker, Germantown. His father, Frederick Kern, a native
of Maryland, died when cur subject was quite young, and his mother married Jacob
Eeard, and soon after the family came to Ohio. John F. was born in Frederick City,
Md., October 2, 1805, and grew to maturity working on his stepfather's farm, but upon
reaching his twenty-first year, he inherited a farm and saw-mill property located near
Franklin, Ohio, on the Big Miami River. Here he remained two years, when, his
health failing, and thinking the locality did not agree with him, he disposed of his property, and entered the dry goods store of Winter & Fisher, at Germantown. After
learning the business, he concluded to start for himself, and in 1835 he made a trip to
Cincinnati on horseback, purchased a stock of dry goods, and, returning to Germantown, began business, which he continued for thirty-three years. In 1859, he was
elected a Justice of the Peace, served the people faithfully, and was again tendered the
office, but declined. He has been chosen several times to represent his township in the
county conventions. During his mercantile career, he disposed of his business twice,
finally retiring from merchandising about 1867. He was one of the organizers of the
First National Bank of Germantown, of which he has been President nineteen consecutive years. Mr. Kern served as President of the Germantown Board of Education
eleven years, and since his majority has been a member of the Reformed Church, holding official position for many years in that body, and during his entire membership his
contributions have been constant and generous. Politically, he believes in principles
rather than partyism, and in all the affairs of life he has been always desirous of doing
good and of benefiting the community in which he has been so long a leading citizen.
SAMUEL LINDEMUTH, farmer and tobacco raiser, P. O. Germantown, was
born October 30, 1833, in Montgomery County, Ohio, and is the son of Thomas and
Maria (Tobias) Lindemuth, natives of the Keystone State, Berks County. The father
was born in 1791, and came to Ohio in 1824, dying January 13, 1870. Our subject
was united in marriage with Maria Stiver, daughter of John and Christina (Emerick)
Stiver, natives of Berks County, Penn., September 3, 1857. Mrs. Christina Stiver is
still living, being in her eighty-seventh year. Mr. Lindemuth, our subject, is residing
on a farm of forty-odd acres, lying about one mile west of Germantown.
HENBY C. MOSES, farmer, P. O. Germantown, was born in this county Sep-
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tomber 25, 1824, and is a son of Robert and Mary (Crist) Moses, natives of the " Old
Dominion," where his father was born in 1800 and his mother in 1802, coming to
Montgomery County in 1823, where they spent their lives, Robert dying in January,
1875, and his wife in April, 1881. Our subject was married. August 19, 1847, to
Mary Aun McKean, daughter of William and Elizabeth (Marsh) McKean, who bore
him four children, one now living, viz., Charles R. Mrs. Moses died about 1855, and
in 1857 he married Grace Rowe, who was born in 1822, to whom have been born five^
children ; three now survive—Elizabeth, Grace and John. Mr. Moses is the owner of
two hundred and sixty-seven acres of land, one hundred and seven in the home tract,
one-half mile north of Germantown ; is a practical farmer, who displays good taste
around his homestead, as well as being respected as a kind neighbor and worthy citizen.
REV. PETJ3R_0_XlllIGil, minister, Germantown. Among the early settlers
of Montgomery County was JohnTrugh, a native of Carroll County, Md., born near
the town of Westminster in 1795 ; there grew to manhood and married Catherine
Haynes, who was born in 1791, of which union ten children were the issue, six of
whom are now living, viz. : Jesse, Gideon G., Jacob H., Peter C, Thomas L. and Mrs.
Samuel Fauver, of Dayton. In 1818, Mr. Prugh and family came to Ohio, locating on
one hundred and sixty acres of land five miles south of Dayton, in the present township
of Van Buren, upon which he and wife spent their lives, she dying in 1876 and he in
1879, being faithful members of the Reformed Church. Peter C. was born on the
old homestead, September 13, 1822, and after receiving a knowledge of the common
branches in the district school, he attended the Dayton Academy, where he prepared
himself for a collegiate course. In 1844, he entered Marshall College, located at Mercersburg, Penn., and in due time graduated and received his diploma; then entered the
Theological Seminary of the Reformed Church, under the Professorship of Rev. J. W.
Nevin, D. D., and Rev. Philip Schaff, D. D., where he completed his studies. He received a call from the Reformed Church of Xenia, Ohio, took charge of that and the
Beaver Creek congregation, and remained there for twenty-five years. He was married,
April 2, 1852, to Miss Charlotte Hassler, of Mercersburg, Penn., born April 11, 1828,
and daughter of Jacob Hassler, who was a musician in the war of 1812. They have
had eleven children, seven now living, viz. : Edwin N., John H., Daniel K., William S.,
Etta K., Mary A. and Frances Grace. During his sojourn in Xenia, our subject was
instrumental in having the Soldiers' Orphans' Home located at that point and was
appointed Chairman of the local committee to confer with the Committee of the
Grand Army of the Republic at their first meeting, and $25,000 were raised
in Greene County toward building the Home. When it was completed he became Chaplain and remained there two years, and in 1874 accepted a call from the
Church of the Cross, located on the corner of Finley and Baymiller streets, Cincinnati,
Ohio, where he remained three years ; then came to Germantown, and now has charge
of the Reformed Church at that point. Mr. Prugh resides on a farm of seventy acres
one-half mile west of the town and is a man of upright Christian character, who is
honored and respected by a large circle of Montgomery County's most worthy citizens.
His son, John H., is Pastor of Grace Reformed Church, Pittsburgh, Penn.; is recognized as a man of superior ability, a scholar, a theologian and an orator, who, since
taking charge of that church, has secured one of the largest Reformed congregations in
that city.
SAMUEL REED, retired farmer, Germantown, was born in Berks, now Schuylkill
County, Penn., on the 20th of September, 1796, and was married on his birth-day, in
1828, to Sarah Leinbach, who departed this life on the 10th of June, 1877. They
were the parents of four children, one only of whom came to the years of maturity, an
honored son, John Henry, who on the 6th of September, 1860, married Mattie Zeller,
whose parents were natives of this county. They were the parents of four children—
Mary Magdalene, Albert Eugene (deceased), Sarah Lulu and Charles S. John Henry
was a natural musician, and had considerable taste as an artist. He was, for a term or
more, Township Assessor and Clerk, and was for a number of years a dry goods merchant
in Germantown. He died June 7, 1874, in the forty-fifth year of his age, leaving an
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interesting family to mqurn his death. The subject of our sketch, Samuel Reed, came
to Ohio in 1825, in company with William Hunsinger, on horseback, for the purpose of
purchasing a homestead for his mother, in lieu of her dower in the old homestead in
Pennsylvania. During this visit, he remembers seeing Gen. Lafayette in Cincinnati.
He has two brothers yet living—Jeremiah, aged eighty-one, and Martin D., aged seventy-seven. Mr. Reed's father, John Reed, died in 1804, when Samuel was but eight
years old. His mother, Mary M. Reed, subsequently married Abram Snyder, and died
on the day Gen. Harrison was inaugurated President. The family emigrated to Ohio
in 1833, coming in wagons, and consuming four weeks in the journey. They landed
near Dayton in the month of June, and the following September came to German Township, where they have since lived. Prior to leaving Pennsylvania, Mr. Reed was
entrusted to the settling up of various estates, and did some of the same kind of business in this country, amounting in the aggregate to several thousand dollars. He is the
•owner of 170 acres of land, and while too infirm to perform manual labor, yet at the
advanced age of eighty-six years he superintends his farm with much of the agility of
his younger years. He also superintends another farm of 150 acres. He learned the
trade of paper-maker when a boy, and followed it for sixteen years; when he was apprenticed to his employer, he was discharged and sent home with instructions to put him
to some other trade, but this his mother would not agree, to, and he was sent to another
man for three years, for the sum of $30 and six months' schooling. He has lived
in German Township for more than forty-seven years, and is now enjoying the latter
years of his life with his widowed daughter-in-law, Mrs. J. H. Reed, and is very happily
situated on the corner of Plum and Center streets. He has served as School Director
for twenty-five years, and is closing up a long and useful life, and his memory will be
cherished long after death by those of his church (German Reformed) and others who
knew his worth the best.
E L I Z A B E T H ROHRER, widow, P. 0. Germantown, daughter of Conrad and
Elizabeth Schultz, of Baltimore, Md., was born in that city January 25,1806. She
was the sixth child of a family of nine children, and was educated at St. Joseph's Nunnery, at Emmetsburg, and at Rooker's school in Baltimore, where she received a thorough education, accompanied with high accomplishments. She descended from a line
of military men, her grandfather being a Colonel in the Revolutionary war, having
been promoted from a private for gallantry ; and her father, a native of France, participated in the war of 1812, serving as an artilleryman. Much of her early life was
passed in W"aäHngton TJIty, and during the administration of Monroe and Adams, she
was a welcome guest in the families of these illustrious men. During the war of 1812,
Mrs. Rohrer witnessed the light arising from the burning of Washington. She came
West in company with her parents in 1825, on a visit, and was present at Middletown
when Gov. Clinton, of New York, raised the first shovelful of earth in the digging of
the Miami Canal. Our subject was united in marriage to Samuel Rohrer, March 30,
1826, and that year removed to Dayton, Ohio, where he embarked in the mercantile
business. To this couple were born six children, four of whom are now living, namely:
Columbus, Charles S., Josephine and Ada V. Mrs. Rohrer is a member of the Reformed Church, and her husband was an Elder in the same. She is a close Bible student, and has ever walked in the line of holy men and women, having been a teacher in the
Colored Sabbath School of Baltimore, and organized the first Sunday school in Germantown. She was also the first lady member of the American Bible Society in Montgomery County. Her husband was born at Hagerstown, Md., in October, 1786, and
in 1817 accompanied Gen. Harper and Dr. Dideer to Europe, where he spent two
years in traveling, and then returned to his native State. As was said above, he came
to Dayton the same year of his marriage, and the following year moved to Germantown,
and there built a brewery and operated a distillery. The father of Mr. Rohrer was a man
of means, and in consequence, Samuel received a thorough education and became a man
of culture and refinement. He served as a Lieutenant under Capt. Bare, in the war
of 1812. This couple were widely known for their hospitality, and their home was
-considered by the elite of the day as the center of refinement and high-bred culture.
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At their residence have been entertained many distinguished persons, among whom
were Gen. Harrison, when a candidate for the Presidency. Mr. Rohrer was a man of
many virtues, was successful in business, and highly esteemed by his fellow-citizens.
He died July 12, 1856.
CHRISTIAN ROHRER, retired distiller, Germantown. This well-known and
prominent citizen was born in Lancaster County, Penn., December 2, 1801,
and is a son of Christian and Anna Maria (Porrer) Rohrer, natives of the Keystone
State, who were the parents of nine children, five of whom are now living, viz.: Elizabeth (now Mrs. Krider, of Pennsylvania), Catherine (now Mrs. Barr, of the same State),
Christian, Samuel and Jacob. The father was a farmer, but soon after the war of 1812
began the manufacture of cotton goods. He was a man much respected, and died June
16, 1824, his widow surviving him until 1850. Our subject grew to manhood in his
native State, receiving a good education, and upon attaining his majority inherited
from his father's estate a farm and saw-mill property. Hearing of the many good business openings in the West, he made a trip to Ohio and Indiana. Returning to Pennsylvania, ho disposed of his property, and in 1831 came to Montgomery County, purchased a flouriug-mill from Andrew Hinkle, located one mile west of Germantown,
which he operated until 1847, when he~sold it to Gross & Brubaker. He then bought
the John Risinger mill property, includiug 75 acres of land, rebuilt the distillery
which was on the farm, and embarked in the manufacture of highwines and liquors,
making the first Bjurbon whisky distilled in Montgomery County. Mr. Rohrer was
married November 29, 1832, to Miss Margaret Emerick, born in this county March 8,
1813, and daughter of Christopher Emerick, one of Montgomery County's pioneers.
Of this union five children were born, viz.: Anna M. (now Mrs. Grubbs, of Germantown), Elizabeth (now Mrs. Kaucher, of Yankton, D. T.), Josephine (now Mrs. Byers,
of Shelbyville, Ind.), David and John. Mr. Rohrer is yet residing upon his farm,
which he purchased thirty-five years ago, although retired from active business. He
has been one of the most successful business men in the Miami Valley, and his success
is a fitting illustration of what constant application and rigid industry can accomplish
when coupled with sound business judgment. He is one of the charter members of the
First National Bank of Germantown, has always been recognized as a useful member of
society, ever taking a deep interest in all worthy public enterprises, as well as the progress, growth and development of the Miami Valley.
DAVID ROHRÉR, distiller, Germantown, is a son of Christian and Margaret
Rohrer, and was born in German Township November 10, 1835, receiving his education in the school of his district until seventeen years old, when he entered his father's
distillery, where he worked faithfully until twenty-two years of age, at which time his
father gave him an interest in this business. This partnership continued several years,
when it was dissolved by mutual consent, his father retiring and David remaining in
the business, renting the distillery from his father. Here our subject continued to do
a successful business, but, being a man of enterprise, he resolved to prosecute his calling on a larger scale, so purchasing thirty-one acres of land one and a half miles west of Germantown, he erected thereon a large distillery with a capacity of manufacturing thirty
barrels of choice Bourbon whisky per day, which brands have acquired an enviable
reputation from the Atlantic to the Pacific, having a market in many of the leading
•cities of the Union. He was married February 1, 1865, to Miss Ada V. Bohrer, daughter of Samuel aud Elizabeth Rohrer, a sketch of whom will be found in this work.
She was born in German Township April 18, 1840, and has had five children, four of
whom are living—Josie, Ada V., Eugene and Albert. Mr. Rohrer is the owner of 400
acres of land, besides his distillery, is a public-spirited, enterprising man, whose success
has been marked by upright dealing in all the affairs of life, and who has won and
retained the friendship of a large circle of Montgomery County's leading citizens.
JOSEPH W. SHANK, Fresident of the First National Bank, Germantown, is a
son of Adam Shank, who was born in Maryland in the year 1778. When at suitable
age, he engaged in the blacksmith trade. This vocation commanded his attention in
Fredericktown for some time, but afterward he purchased a farm, and for a few years
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in his native State was a tiller of the soil. In 1836, he removed to Montgomery County
Ohio, locating in Madison Township, where he purchased 240 acres of land. His marriage was celebrated in his, as well as his wife's native State, prior to his removal to
Ohio, her maiden name being Catherine Doup. The issue of their union was seven
children, two daughters and five sons. By the time Adam had his farm in Montgomery
County under good cultivation, time had bent his once strong and rugged frame, and
death followed about 1856 in Germantown, where he located about 1850, both he and
wife leaving the record of an upright, practical, useful and Christianlike life for imitation. Joseph W., whose name heads this sketch, was born October 8, 1816, in the
same State as his father. His education was obtained at subscription schools, and
through his own exertions, laboring on his father's farm until 1838, when he, of his
own natural adaptability, commenced the coopering trade, which he conducted one year
thence embarked for St. Louis, via Cincinnati, locating in St. Clair County, II].'
where he thought great advantages were offered to young men; there engaged as an
inexperienced hand at the carpenter trade. Subsequently, became the owner of a horse,
which he rode to Hagerstown, Ind., and traded for town property. This he held thirtynine years, depreciating in value 25 per cent. About 1840, he engaged to the contractor to assist in erecting the Third street river bridge across the Great Miami at
Dayton. Soon after the completion of the bridge, he formed a partnership with his
brother Samuel, who was a contractor and builder; while thus engaged, on March 16,
1843, he married Mariah Bruner, who was then nineteen years of age, and a native of
Montgomery County, Ohio. To this union were given ten children. Mr. Shank followed carpentering until 1847, when he resumed the vocation of farming on his father's
farm; subsequently became the owner of a fine farm, from where he removed to Germantown. He has been for years one of the Directors of the Birst National Bank of
that place, of which he is now President. Mr. and Mrs. Shank have been for twenty-five
years valuable members of the U. B. Church.
GEOBGE M. SMOCK, farmer, P-. 0. Germantown, was born January 20,
1812, and is a son of John G. and Polly (Vanmulander) Smock, natives of New Jersey, the former of whom died March 18, 1854. Our subject was married, Jauuary 28,
1843, to Christina Crist, daughter of Michael and Mary (Loy) Crist, he a native of
Maryland and she of this county, the former dying, aged eighty-four, and his wife
aged sixty-eight years. Mrs. Smock's paternal grandparents were Henry and Christina
(Cassel) Crist, natives of Maryland, who came to Ohio in 1805; and her maternal
grandparents, George P. and Nancy (Poster) Loy, were also early settlers of this State.
Her father, Michael Crist, was a blacksmith in Germantown, and he and his wife were
members of the Methodist Church. Mr. Smock is now residing iu Germantown, is a
good citizen, kind neighbor and courteous gentleman.
D A N I E L B. STAVER, farmer, P. O. Germantown, was born in Jefferson
Township, Montgomery County, Ohio, in 1814, where he resided until his marriage to
Elizabeth, daughter of Jacob Bickle (both of Pennsylvania), when he removed to German Township, of which he is still a resident. To them were born "the following
children: Christina, Daniel, Rebecca and William. The parents of our subject were
Frederick and Elizabeth (Nowel) Staver. Daniel and wife are members of the Reformed Church. In politics, he is a Democrat. He is in comfortable circumstances,
possessing property in Germantown and a farm of eighty-four acres three miles northwest of that town.
SAMUEL STIVER, farmer, P. O. Germantown. Among the most worthy and
prominent farmers of German Township Samuel Stiver holds a leading place. In 1806,
his parents, John and Margaret (Wolf) Stiver, natives respectively of Lancaster and
Toffin Counties, Penn., left their native State and came to Montgomery County, Ohio,
settling in German Township, in the southwest part of the county. John was of Holland Dutch descent, his ancestors having come to the colonies before the Revolutionary
war. He and wife lived and died in this county. The subject of this sketch was born
in Montgomery County, Ohio, February 21, 1816, here grew to maturity, inured to
the trials that fell to the lot of every pioneer family, and March 4, 1841, was married
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to Catherine Emerick, daughter of George and Mary (Good) Emerick, the former of
whom was a native of Maryland and the latter of Virginia. Mrs. Stiver was born in
this county October 7, 1819, and has had six children, as follows : Benjamin M., William O, Samuel, Mary E., John A. and Sarah C., all of whom are married and have
families, excepting John A., who resides at home with his parents. Mr. Stiver owns
over five hundred acres of land, three hundred and forty-six in German and one
hundred and sixty-four in Jackson Township; has always been recognized as a good,
successful farmer, who looks carefully after his business and seldom makes mistakes in
his investments. He is conservative and close in his views, a good neighbor, kind yet
economical in his family, and can be safely classed as one of the representative farmers
of the township.
J. M. SWARTZEL, farmer, P. 0. Carlisle Station, was born in German Township,
Montgomery County, Ohio, September 19, 1822. On the 2d of May, 1853, he was
united in marriage to Miss Louisa Beplogle, born May 10, 1835. This union was
blessed with the following children: John, Emma, Charles, Mary, William, Frank,
Edward, Oliver, Andrew, Peter and one who died in infancy. Mr. Swartzel is a son of
John C. and Elizabeth (Crist) Swartzel, natives of the State of Maryland, whence they
emigrated in 1801. The father died in 1850, and the mother in 1870. The paternal
grandfather of our subject was Matthias Swartzel, and that of his wife was Henry Crist.
Louisa Replogle is the daughter of Daniel F. and Mary (Lewis) Beplogle, now residents of Defiance County, Ohio. Mr. Swartzel resides on his farm of one hundred and
two acres of laud located about two miles northwest of Carlisle Station, Warren County.
FREDERICK THOMAS, farmer, Germantown P. O., is a native of Maryland,
born in Washington County October 21,1802, and son of Gabriel and Christina (Wolf)
Thomas, of that State, the former born in 1769 and dying in 1857. The family came to
Ohio in 1801, and here our subject grew up and received his schooling. In 1846, he
married Dinah Hetzler, born May 18, 1807, and in 1850 moved upon his present farm,
of 102 acres, two and a half miles south of Germantown. He has been a member of the
United Brethren Church since a young man.
MICHAEL TROUT, physician, Germantown, is the only survivor of a family of
eleven children, and is the son of George and Margaret (Zigler) Trout, both natives of
Pennsylvania, George, in his minor days, learned the potter trade, and afterward
located in business on the Monongahela River, where he remained until about 1812,
when he removed to Perry Couuty, Ohio, and continued his occupation (potter) in the
town of Somerset, A t the close of the Indian war of 1812, he organized a militia
company, and served as. its Captain until age plainly told on his wrinkled brow and y
frosted hair, disabling him for parade. He was a practical and useful man in his county,
and was chosen as Associate Judge. During life he accumulated some property, and
generally was a constant and generous contributor to all worthy enterprises. He and
wife trod the path of a united life until old age bent both their frames, when they were
called hence. Michael, whose name heads this biography, was born June 21, 1809
at Williamsport, Washington Co., Penn., and was brought to Perry County, Ohio, by
his parents, in childhood. They being located in the town of Somerset, his educational privileges were not so much limited as many others of that early age. In 1827
he came to Germantown, Montgomery Co., Ohio, where he taught one term of school'
and has since continuously resided, except five years in Wayne County, Ind., subsequently obtained a situation as a dry goods clerk, and during spare moments applied
himself to the reading of medicine; finally, acquired a fair knowledge of the science.
To this end he entered the Ohio Medical College at Cincinnati and improved his vacation, under the directions of Dr. Espich, who was a reliable practitioner and safe
counselor. ^ After the completion of Dr. Trout's collegiate or lecture courses, he became associated as partner with his (former) preceptor. After one year's existence of
this firm, by mutual consent, it dissolved, and Dr. Trout continued by himself. He
is one among the oldest practicing physicians of Montgomery County, has withstood the
storms of over half a century's practice. He has been for many years a member of and
Trustee in the Lutheran Church, also a valuable member of the Order of I . O. O. P.
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having taken nearly all the degrees. His marriage was solemnized February 21 183'
with Ameba Schwartz, who was born March 4, 1813, in Baltimore, Md. and'an ex'
omplary member of the Lutheran Church. Of their eleven children three surviveIsadora L., Henry S. and Theodore.
W I L L I A M WETZ, retired tanner, P. 0. Germantown, was born in Germany
February 15, 1824, and is a son of Henry and Christina (Druck) Wetz, natives of that
country, and parents of six children, five of whom are living. In 1838, William be
gan to learn the tanner's trade, which he completed, and in 1848 emigrated to Ohio
locating at Miamisburg, where ho worked at his trade four years, thence removed to
Germantown, where he followed his trade until six years ago. His father died in
Germany and his mother in Ohio. Mr. Wetz was married, December 11, 1856 to Eva
Muller, born December 16, 1822, and daughter of Frank and Margaret Mull'er who
were tho parents of nine children, five of whom are living. Mr. W etz is the father of
two children, William H. and Margaret, the latter of whom died in infancy. He is now retired from active business in the enjoyment of what his early industry and economical
habits husbanded through the passing years from youth to aged manhood. He and
his wife belong to tho Evangelical Association.
CLINTON H. YOUNG, horse dealer, Germantown, was born near Eaton, Preble
County, Ohio, November 12, 1856. His parents were Henry and Elizabeth (Tell)
Young, the former a native of Preble County, and by occupation a farmer ; the father
served the people of his township as Trustee and Clerk. The parents are members of
the German Baptist Church. Our subject is one of ten children, viz. • Sarah A
Mary J., Maria, Levina, Martha, Jemima, Ella, Clinton H., Lurten E. and Edward
At the age of eighteen years, after having had the benefit of a common school education he rented a portion of his father's farm, and was united in marriage with Laura
E., daughter of Paul Marker, July 21, 1878. Miss Marker was born in Montgomery
County March 16 1858 Mr. Marker was a member of the Lutheran Church, and
died March 11, 1880. This young couple left the farm August 6, 1880, movin^ to
Germantown, where Mr. Young engaged in the livery stable business, on Market street,
but c is now engaged in trading and buying horses. They are the parents of
one child, Lawrence O., born August 27, 1879.
L E V I ZEARING, farmer, P. 0. Germantown. The parents of this gentleman
were Peter Zeanng and Elizabeth Boombrake, who were married in 1816. The
former was born m Lebanon County, Penn., in 1790, and in 1818 came to Ohio, and
in two years later settled in Section 6, German Township of this county, where he died
August 8, 1858, in his sixty-fifth year, the mother having lived until April 29, 1862,
when she died at the age of seventy-three years. Our subject was born on the homestead J une 15, 1819, where he has since resided and been occupied as a farmer. He
was united in marriage with Ann Maria, daughter of Barnet and Elizabeth Zearing,
February o 1840. She was born in Warren County, November 13, 1824. To this
couple was born one son, Amos, who married Mary Hildreth, and is the father of four
children by name, Oscar, Eva May, Willie A, and Levi E. Our subject possesses two
well-improved farms; the homestead contains 162 acres, valued at $125 per acre.
Everything thereon is kept in perfect order ; the barn is large and commodious, and
on the land is an extensive sugar camp of about 800 or 1,000 trees ; the other farm contains 155 acres, situated ahout three miles south of Germantown. The homestead is
reasonably well stocked1 and supplied with all modern farming implements.
JUHiN ¿ÜHE1NG, merchant, Germantown. In the year 1725, Ludwig ZehriDS
and family emigrated from Baden, Germany, to the American colonies, and prior to
17d2 located in what afterward became Lebanon County, Penn., purchasing 130 aeres
from the Indians for which he paid £20, 10s l i d , and with a few others of his faith,
erected near his farm the Swataa Reformed Church, located two miles east of Jones- •
town, which building has long since been replaced by a more modern and commodious
house of worship Here in this county was born William Zehring, in October, 1792,
grew up under the parental roof, and in 1818 married Miss Elizabeth Garst, who was
born in the same county in 1794, of which union were born five children, viz. : John,
7
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William Christian, Lydia, now Mrs. Binkerd of Dayton, and Barbara, now Mrs Miltenbarger, of Warren County, Ohio. The farm upon which Ludwig Zehrmg settled is
yet owned by his descendants, and from this point, in the spring of 1819, William and
wife started for Ohio, locating in Butler County, near Blue Ball, where he purchased
fifty acres of land, upon which he lived nine years, when he sold it at a sacrifaceot $d00
and bought a quarter section on Louis Run in Jackson Township, Montgomery County,
Ohio Here he passed many years, raised his family, and embraced the faith of tue
German Baptist Church, of which he ever tried to be a worthy member until his death
in 1870 his latter days having been spent at his son William's residence, in Miami
County 'ind. His widow still survives him ; is in her eighty-eighth year ; makes her
home with her daughter, in Warren County, and has also been a life-long member ot
the German Baptist Church. The subject of this sketch was born in Butler County,
Ohio January 25, 1820. receiving his education in the well-known log schoolhouse of
the pioneer days, and so perseveringly did he prosecute his studies, that upon leaving
school, he was competent of teaching, which he followed in the winter months, the
summer being devoted to farming. Mr. Zehring was married, November 25, 1841,, to
Miss Nancy Snavely, a native of Lebanon County, Penn., who came to Ohio with her
parents, John and Rebecca Snavely, in 1831. Of this union have been born eleven
children ten of whom are now living, and two of the sons were soldiers in the Union
army, viz. : S. Perry, who enlisted in Company H, Thirty-fifth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, at the age of sixteen, participating in all the battles of his regiment, Perryville, Ky., Chickamauga, Mission Ridge and Sherman's march to Atlanta, Ga., being the
most important, He served three years, and during this time, was never absent or lost
a day's service, and was mustered out at Atlanta, Ga., but soon after reaching home, he
again concluded to enter the service of his country, and raised Company H, One Hundred and Ninety-seventh Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, of which he was chosen
Captain, but the war ending six months subsequently, with the surrender of Lee, the
regiment was mustered out of service. D. Washington Zehring enlisted in 1864_, in
the Signal Service, and at the close of the war, was honorably discharged. Our subject
continued to teach school and farm until 1847, when, having saved a small amount of
money he, in partnership with his brother William, opened a store at Farmersville,
where they did a successful business until 1853, when the partnership was dissolved, and
John removed to Germantown and bought the dry goods house of Stump & Gunckel,
where he yet continues to do business. During his mercantile career in Germantown,
he has had as partners, H. Elliott, the present Common Pleas Judge of this district,
and J. S. Binkerd, of Dayton, and is, at present, associated with his son, S. Perry, under
thefirmname of John Zehring & Co. Politically, Mr. Zehring was a Democrat until
1852, when he severed his connection with the Democracy, and with others of his political faith, assisted in organizing what has since been known as the Republican party,
which principles he has since advocated. He was at one time nominated for the State
Senate, to represent the counties of Montgomery and Preble, which district had previously given about 800 Democratic majority, but Mr. Zehring was defeated by only
seventy votes. In 1865, he was elected Justice of the Peace, which position of trust
and confidence he has filled continuously up to the present. He is a member of the
Masonic Fraternity, also of the I. O. O. F. Has always been a man of strong, yet
liberal religious convictions, and an earnest worker in establishing and perpetuating
Sabbath schools. He has lived a very temperate life, not even using tobacco ; retains
much of his youthful vigor, has always taken an active part in all public enterprises,
and is widely respected by all.
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HENRY BECKER, miller; P. 0., Union. Mr. Becker is a native of Ohio;
born in Montgomery County, May 13, 181G; is a son of John anil Rebecca
Becker. The father emigrated to this State with his parents in June, 1815, being
a native of Lancaster Co., Pa.
The grandfather of our subject was
a miller by occupation, and erected one of the early saw mills on West Branch.
John Becker was also a miller, and continued the business of his father, which
has been handed down to him whose sketch we pen. The mother's maiden name
was Hart; she died in November, 1850. The father served in the township as
Trustee for a number of years, and died in December, 1857. Our subject is one
of five children, four of whom are now living, viz. : Annie, Rebecca, David and
Henry. The latter was united in marriage with Sarah Shilt, in 1840, and to them
were born six children, and of them Thomas, John, Isaac and Catharine are now
living.
JACOB E. BECKER, Prop. National Hotel; P. 0., Iamtoii. The subject
of this sketch is the son of Henry Becker, a native of Lancaster Co., Pa.
He was by occupation a farmer and shoemaker. He was united iu marriage with Susan Snader, and as a result of this union had ten children,
of whom eight are living, viz. : Susan, Solomon, Samuel.Henry, Jacob, George,
Christopher and John. I n 1882 Mr. Becker moved from Pennsylvania to Ohio
and purchased a farm containing 1G0 acres in this county near the town of Liberty.
Mr. Becker dejjarted this life a worthy and esteemed member of the Lutheran
Church, in 1851. Jacob E., the subject of this memoir, was born in Lancaster
County, November 13, 1833, and by being studious in his habits managed to
obtain a fair knowledge of all the common branches. He was employed by the
neighboring farmers until the death of his father, when he returned home and took
charge of the farm, remaining three years. At the age of 23 years he went
to Indiana, and remained one year, and returned to Ohio and married Nancy E.
Cox, May 27, 1857. She is the daughter of John Cox, a native of this State,
and was born March 10, 1840. Mr. and Mrs. Becker are the parents of four
children: Charles E., Clara audEnna are now living. After his marriage Mr. Becker
followed various pursuits until he accumulated enough capital to start a restaurant
at Trotwood Station, Madison Township, where he remained two years and
purchased a piece of land near Miamisburgh and turned his attention to tobacco
raising, which he continued cultivating for several seasons and then disposed
of i t and his farm and purchased 28 acres near Alexanderville, where he remained
until 1872, when he made another sale and moved to Liberty and purchased
a hotel, which ho managed two years, and sold out and purchased a saw mill
at Carrolton, and engaged in the lumber business. He soon disposed of this
business and purchased the National House in Harrisburg, where he now resides.
HENEY V. BERK, farmer; P. 0., Iamton, is the son of Henry Berk, Sr.,
a native of Hesse Darmstadt, Germany, and followed the manufacturing of linen.
He married Miss Margaret Abt, a native of Prussia. They w ere the parents
of three children. Lewds and Henry V. are now living. Mr. and Mrs. Berk both
departed this life at the age of 39 years. Both were consistent members of the
Lutheran Church. Henry V., Jr., the subject of this biography, was born iu Hesse
Darmstadt, in 1810, and was educated in English and German. He served
an apprenticeship of three years, learning the cabinet trade, paying his instructor,
as was the custom of that country. He worked journey work in various parts
of Europe until 183G, the time of his immigrating to America. After his arrival
in the United States he located in Baltimore and engaged at his trade, remaining
several months, and then came to Frederickstown, and subsequently to Vienna
7
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Cross roads, Clark Co., Ohio, and afterward to Dayton, Ohio, where he followed
his trade By economy and industry he was enabled, m 1857, to purchase a
small farm of 28 acres, which he has, by untiring industry and temperate habits,
increased to 400 acres. I n 1840 he celebrated his marriage with Anna M. Class,
born in Wurtemburg, Germany, Dec. 22, 1817. As a result of this union had
eight children, viz. : Mary, Amelia, Anna, Enna, EUen, Henry, Lewis, Theodore.
Mr. and Mrs. Berk have been identified with the Lutheran Church for a number
of years.
Q O N E , physician and surgeon; P. 0., Iamton. The subject of this sketch was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, and obtained his primary
education in the common schools and attended the high school at Dayton. During
the months of vacation he took a business course in the Miami Commercial
College and a course in literature and elocution under Prof. 'Smith. After receiving Ins diploma he entered the office of Dr. Crook, of Dayton, to prepare himself
for the medical profession. He attended the lectures of the Ohio and Miami
Medical Colleges of Cincinnati. He obtained his diploma and placed himself
under Dr. Cram to prepare himself for the field of practice. Mr. Boone has
connected himself with the Montgomery County and Ohio State Medical Societies
and represented the interests of the Montgomery County Medical Society m the
American Medical Association of New York city, and is at present devoting his
time and attention in advancing himself in the knowledge of his profession, and
has obtained a good share of the practice in the territory surrounding the village
of Harrisburgh, where he resides.
BENJAMIN BOWMAN, farmer; P. 0., Dayton. His father, John Bowman,
was one of the pioneers of Ohio, immigrating from Bedford Co., Pa., at an early
date. He was the father of seven children, two of whom survive, viz. : John and
Benjamin. The subject of this biography was born in Madison Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio, in 1812. His advantages for obtaining an education were
limited to two months in the year, which were spent in the rude log schoolhouse
of that day, his father requiring .his.services on the farm; whom he assisted until
he arrived at the age of 24 years. I n 1836 he was united in marriage with Balinda
Higher, born in Montgomery County, Oct. 22, 1816. As a result of this union
had ten children, of whom six are living, viz.: John, Sarah, Joseph, Abraham,
Anna, Benjamin. After his marriage he rented his father's farm, which he cultivated on shares until the death of his parents and then became its owner. Mr.
and Mrs. Bowman have been earnest laborers in the German Baptist Church since
1848, and have won the respect and esteem of all with whom they have been brought
in contact.
W I L L I A M H . CABL, undertaker; P. 0. Clayton. The subject of this sketch
was born in Pennsylvania, Oct. 20, 1849. His father, Jacob, was united in marriage with Anna Thurman. They were the parents of twelve children, five
daughters and seven sons, viz. : Mariah, Sarah A., Elizabeth, Mary E., Bebecca,
Peter, Gabriel, Isaac, John W., and William, our subject. Mr. Carl emigrated
to Ohio in 1865. William assisted his father with the duties of the farm during the
days of vacation until he was at the age of 14 years, after which he worked on the
neighboring farms until he was 21 years of age. I n 1870 he commenced to learn
the cabinet trade, which he continued in until he finished. He worked journey
work in Dayton until he located in Salem, engaging m'business for himself. I n
1876 Mr. Carl took for wife Elizabeth Tobias, whom he lived with two years,
she being summoned by the angel of death to that world whence no traveler
returneth.
BENJAMIN M . ENGLE, miller; P. 0., Dayton. The gentleman whose name
stands at the head of this sketch is one of the staunch, energetic men that has made
Montgomery County what it is to-day. His father, Jacob, was a native of Lancaster Co., Pa., and possessed a common school education and was brought
up to farm labor. He was united in marriage with Anna Moyer, daughter
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of Benjamin Moyer. They were the parents of eight children, viz.: Benjamin M.,
Tohias, Abraham M., Jacob M., Elizabeth, Anna, Laah, Martha. Mr. Engle
moved to Illinois and located in Stephenson County near Ereeport, remaining
two years, and on account of having bad health, returned to Ohio and settled near
Little York, Butler Township, this county, where he remained until his death
in 1872. Mr. and Mrs. Engle were both members of the River Brethren Church.
Benjamin, the subject of this biography, was born in Lancaster Co., Pa., March
3, 1827. He assisted his father until he was 20 years of age, and commenced
battling with the world for himself, first engaging in the cultivation of tobacco.
He was united in marriage with Catherine Winger, in 1851. Catherine was the
daughter of Bev. Christian Winger, a native of Lebanon Co., Penn. Mr. and Mrs.
Engle had eleven children, of whom nine are now living, viz. : Elizabeth, Anna,
Catharine, Jennie, Effie, John H . , Daniel W., Benjamin, Rolla M . He moved
to Illinois with his father and engaged in farming. He accompanied his father
back to Ohio and again rented of him until he associated himself with John
Turner, and engaged in the manufacturing of flour, with remarkable success, soon
being able to purchase the interest of Mr. Turner. Mr. Engle started in the
world without anything, and by being temperate and industrious m his habits,
has accumulated a large amount of property, both piersonal and real estate,
and is now enjoying many of the comforts and luxuries of life which he has
earned by the hard toil of the past years of his life.
JAMES M . EWING, farmer; P. 0., Union. James Ewing, the father
of our subject, was a native of Lancaster Co., Pa., and emigrated to Kentucky,
probably in 1800. From there he came to Ohio, locating in Montgomery County
about the year 1806, when it was yet traversed by numerous tribes of Indians,
who in their travels through his section of the country, often called and shared
his kind hospitality. Mr. Ewing opened up a subscription school in a rude log
cabin and taught the few children whose parents had dared to settle in that wild
and unbroken country. Mr. Ewing was married to Martha McClintock, a native
of Lancaster, Pa. They were the parents of eleven children, of whom three
are now living, viz.: Margaret, Martha' and James M . , the subject of this
biography. He was born in Montgomery County, April 3, 1819. He assisted
his father in tilling the soil, receiving his education by taking advantage of the
evening hours. He chose as a partner for life Mary J. Akins, and was the father
of two sons, viz. : John E. a.nd Joshua. At the death of his father he came
by the home farm, and has since added a considerable amount to it. Mr. Ewing
has been a worthy and consistent member of the M. E. Church for the past twenty
years.
HENRY F U L K E R T H , farmer; P. 0., Union, is the son of SamuelFulkerth,
one of the old pioneers of Montgomery County. Samuel was a carpenter by trade,
and moved from Maryland to Pennslyvania with his parents. He was united
in marriage with Susan Warner, and as a result of this union had six children,
of whom four are now living,*viz. : Catharine, Samuel, John, Henry. I n 1809
Mr. Fulkerth moved to Ohio and settled in Montgomery County, where the whoop
of the red man rang through the forest, carrying terror to the homes of the men
that dared the frontier. The county ' abounded in every species of game, from
the fish to the otter, from the squirrel to the conger and bear. The scream
of the "panther" and the squall of the wild cat mingled with the sweet song of the
thrush, and the howl of the wolf drowned the melodious notes of the mocking
bird, while stolid Bruin roamed the woods with no ear for music except the squealing of the pioneer hog.
The rifle was an inmate of every household, in the use of which Mr. Fulkerth
became very familiar and was very solicitous in keeping i t in perfect working
condition, as the meats which graced his pine table were the inhabitants of the
forest that fell under his unerring aim, and his first crop of corn was cultivated
with the rifle close at hand. Henry, the subject of this biography, was born
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in Pennsylvania, July 5, 1809, and came to Ohio with his parents in his infancyHe assisted his father until he was 24 years of age, spending his nights by the
home fireside pursuing his studies. He labored on the neighboring farms until
his father presented him with 160 acres of land in Darke Co., Ohio. He immediately
went to work with an indomitable will to clear it up and put it under cultivation.
In 1830 he celebrated his marriage with Catharine Sebard, and as a result of this
union had eleven children, of whom four survive, viz : Nancy A., Susan, Jane, William.
Mr. Fulkerth added many valuable improvements to the farm, and at the death
of his father he disposed of it and purchased the home farm, and has since added
many material improvements. I n 1876 Mrs. Fulkerth departed quietly into the next
world, esteemed by all with whom she came in contact.
ANDREW G I L L I A M , farmer; P. 0., Clayton. The gentleman whose name
stands at the head of this sketch is a son of William Gilliam, who was a nativ«
of Rockingham Co., Va. He emigrated to Ohio in 1834 and settled in Montgomery
County. He was united in marriage with Anna Rife, and as a result of this union
had ten children, of whom six are now living, viz. : Mary, Francis, Amanda,
Sidney E., Jonathan and Andrew, our subject. Andrew was born in Montgomery
Co., Ohio, April 20, 1840. He secured a common school education and at the age
of 20 years took for wife Elizabeth Nicely, and celebrated their marriage Feb. 19,
1860. Mrs. Gilliam was the daughter of Jacob Nicely, one of the old pioneers
of Montgomery County. He was born in Dauphin Co., Pa., in 1802 and was
married to Charlotte Longinecker in 1823. They were the parents of two children,
of whom Mrs. Gilliam is the survivor. Mr. Nicely came by part of his father's
farm, which he sold in 1832 and came to Ohio and purchased 220 acres near
Salem, Randolph Township. Mr. Nicely is a worthy member of the German
Baptist Church, and by his exemplary habits has won the respect and
esteem of all who know him. Mr. Gilliam, the subject of this sketch, is the father
of five children. Anna is the only one living. Mr. Gilliam rented his father-inlaw's farm and gave his attention to its cultivation, and stock raising. He has
since, by hard labor and industry, become proprietor of it. Mr. and Mrs. Gilliam
are both consistent members of the German Baptist Church, and have taken deep
interest in the cause of religion.
SAMUEL HAWKINS, physician; P. O., Union. His father, John, was
a native of Shenandoah County, Va., and came to Ohio and located at Spring
Valley, Green Co., Ohio, where he continued the honorable occupation of tilling
the soil. He celebrated his marriage with Mary Penyweigh, in 1818. Six children
were the result of this union. Samuel, the subject of this memoir, is the only one
who survives. He was born in Green Co., Ohio, Jan. 2, 1819, and received his
primary education in the common schools '.and assisted his father until he was
23 years of age, the time of his commencing preparation for entering the medical
profession. He placed himself under Dr. Cable, of Bellbrook, until 1842, when
he took a course of lectures and was able to enter the field of practice in 1843. He
opened up an office in Union, Randolph Township, this county, and has continued
practicing with remarkably good success until the present, a term comprising
a period of thirty-seven years. Mr. Hawkins took for wife Mary A. Andrews, and
as a result of this union had eight children, of whom six are now living, viz. :
Jennie, Permelia, Celia, Georgia, Addie, John A. Dr. H . is now past sixty years
of age, and of course the most active part of his hfe is spent, but he furnishes
a good example for the future generation to follow.
CHRISTIAN HERR, farmer; P. O. Iamton. Samuel Herr, the father of our
subject, was a native of
, Cumberland Co., Pa., and possessed a common
school education, and in early manhood learned the tanning trade, which he followed successfully until he purchased 80 acres of land, and then turned his attention to his farm. He was married to Miss Frances Long, daughter of Abraham
Long, a native of Pennsylvania. They were the parents of ten children, six of
whom are now hving, viz: Mary, Sarah, Eliza, Samuel, John and Christopher.
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I n 1830 Mr. Herr disposed of bis farm and came to Ohio, and settled temporarily
in Chambersburgh, Butler Township, Montgomery Co. He purchased a farm
near Harrisburgh, Randolph Township, where he remained until his-death, in
1868. Christian, the subject of this sketch, was bom Feb. 12,1830, in Lebanon Co.
Pa. He obtained a common school education, and assisted his father until he was
21 years of age, when he commenced life for himself by renting land of his father
on shares, and had remarkable success, soon being able to purchase 133 acres of
his father. I n 1857 he took for wife Caroline Sheets, daughter of Henry Sheets,
Mrs. Herr living only 15 months after her marriage. Mr. Herr married for his second
wife Julia Huffer. They were the parents of four children, viz: Susan, Mary E.,
Charles E., and John C. Mr. Herr is a member of the Brethren in Christ, and
Mrs. Herr is a consistent member of the German Baptist Church, and both are
taking a deep interest in the cause of religion.
MRS. MARY HERR, widow of Samuel N . Herr; P. 0., Union; farmer.
Samuel N. Herr was born in Lancaster Co., Pa., Jan. 27, 1805; was the possessor
of a limited education, and during the early part of his manhood days worked at
the carpenter trade ; wishing to change his occupation, turned his attention to fanning. He was united in marriage to Miss Mary Bowman. By their union there
were born unto them three children; but two are now living, one son, Henry, born
July 30,1837, and one daughter, Susannah, born March 29, 1836. Mr. Herí- emigrated to Ohio in the year 1850, and located in Montgomery County, purchased a
farm of Mr. Henry Baughraboy, improving his farm by erecting several valuable
buildings. The hand of affliction was laid on Mr. Herr, the typhoid fever being intercepted by other diseases. After a short illness he departed this life in the Bpring of
1875, beloved by all who knew him. The subject of this sketch was born in Lancaster Co., Pa., Sept. 14, 1803, and most of her girlhood days were spent spinning
flax, that linen in those days were made of, and wool into yarn for stockings"
attending to the numerous other domestic duties connected with the life of a
farmer's daughter, until she arrived at the age of 29 years. Then was united in marriage and commenced anew in life in her own house. Emigrating to Ohio with
her husband, providing her with another home, until Time, with his sickle, entered
the peaceful dwelling of Mrs. Heir, and took from her the companion of her bosom.
The farm being divided, the son, Henry, fell heir to the one-half, and Susannah,
now Mrs. Krug, the other half. Mrs. Herr at this writing is i n her 78th year, and
is able to attend to a great many of her household duties. Her son Henry is trying to
add to the comforts of his widowed mother, being now in his 43d year; has never
united m marriage; being educated at the common district schools; is a farmer by
occupation. His fann yielding him 20 bushels of wheat and 50 bushels of corn to
the acre, and other products in proportion. He takes great pride in raising Poland
China breed of hogs, success crowning his labors as a stock-raiser.
DR GEORGE W. HOUS, P. O., Clayton; physician, was born i n Montgomery Co., July 5, 18-19. His father, Andrew, was bom in Preble Co., Ohio, in
1820, and was united in marriage with Mary Richard, daughter of Joseph Richard.
1 hey were the parents of four children, viz: Joseph, George W., Elizabeth and
Sarah. George W., our subject, received, his primary education in the common
schools, and took a scientific course in the Ohio Normal School, and graduated in
a medical course in the Ohio Medical College in 1877, and entered the field of
practice m Pyrmont, remaining until 1878, when he moved to Salem, where he
has been practicing with good success until the present.
JOHN HYRE, farmer, P. O., Little York, is the son of Daniel Hyre, and was
bom m Montgomery Co., Ohio, August 15, 1832. Daniel, his father, was a native
of North Carolina, and at the age of six years came to Ohio with his parents, and
settled m this county. By occupation was a carpenter, and by hard labor and
industry accumulated enough means to purchase 120 acres of land. Mr. Hyre and
Miss Sarah Stornier were united in marriage and had nine children, seven of whom
are now hvmg, viz: Sarah, Lavina, Ellen, Barbara, John, Henry C. and Alfred.
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Mr. and Mrs. Hyre are both worthy members of the German Baptist Church, and
have taken a deep interest in the cause of religion for upwards of forty years. Our
subject, John, was educated in the common schools, and at the age of 21 years
went to Indiana and rented 40 acres of land of his uncle, paying two-thirds of the
crop as rent. He remained in Indiana one year and came back to Ohio, and
rented of his father three years, and again went West and remained six months. I n
185C he celebrated his marriage with Miss Martha Davis. She was born Dec. 81,
1835. They are the parents of five children, viz: Edgar D., George, Arthur,
Clara and Hattie. Mr. Hyre continued farming; rented laud until 1867, when he
purchased a farm of his father, which he continued farming until the present, and
has added many valuable improvements.
JACOB IAMS, manufacturer, P. 0., Iamton, was bom April 27, 1830. His
father, Ely, was a native of Green Co., Pa., and emigrated to Ohio in 1820, and
purchased a farm near the present site of Trotwood, Madison Township. He
celebrated his marriage with Phoebe Heckathom, and as a result of this union
had eleven children, seven of whom are living at present. Mr. lams being a
gentleman of very exemplary habits, was elected Justice of the Peace of his township. The responsibilities óf this office were discharged by its holder to the satisfaction of all concerned for several successive terms. The educational advantages
of Jacob, our subject, were limited, his school days being included in a very few
months, hut by applying his leisure time at nights to his books, managed to obtain
a good knowledge of all the common branches. At the age of 20 years he engaged
in teaching school, and accumulated enough money to start himself in the business
of manufacturing spokes, hubs and felloes, which he continued in until he failed,
during the panic of 1872 and 1873, after which he engaged in teaching school and
running a saw and planing mill that he had previously purchased in the village^ of
Harrisburgh, Montgomery Co., Ohio. As an evidence of the esteem in which
he was held in the community where he lived, was elected to the office of Justice
of the Peace, and discharged the duties of that office with credit to himself until
the expiration of a term, 'comprising a period of twelve years. I n 1871 he took
for wife Charlotte Sanders, daughter of Eichard Sanders. This union was blessed
with three children, viz: Elsie V., Mary B. and Alvin.
BEV. SAMUEL KINSEY, Minister and Nurseryman, Kinsey Station. The
gentleman whose name heads this sketch, is a son of Joel and Elizabeth Kinsey. His
father was a native of Virginia, and came to this .State, when quite young, with his
parents, who located in Montgomery County. He received such education as was at
that early day available, and, after working the farm with his father until he became of
age, he united himself in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Brumbaugh, by Whom he had
three children, viz., Samuel, our subject, Noah and Lydia. He then moved to Williams
County, Ohio, where he remained but a short time, when he again moved to Miami
County. Here he was taken sick, and after a short illness, entered that last long sleep
which knows no waking in this life forever. His grief-stricken widow disposed of
the property, and, with the children, returned to the home of her childhood. Her son,
Samuel, the subject hereof, who was born May 26, 1832, went to live with his uncle,
Levi Kinsey. When sixteen years old, his uncle moved to Indiana, and he commenced
learning the carpenter trade with Emanuel Flory, continuing this one year, at which time
he was able with some financial assistance from his friends, to go to Indiana, and there ply
his trade in his own behalf. Success here crowned his efforts, and he was soon enabled
to pay back the money advanced by his friends, and shortly afterward to buy three acres
of land. On this he erected a building, and, in partnership with one Jacob Spitler,
purchased a full stock of dry goods, groceries, etc., with which he opened a general store.
Shortly afterward, he had a post office established in the town of his adoption, Bloomfield, but not being sufficiently remunerated by the profits of his store, he continued at
his trade, cabinet-making, contracting and building. In April 23, 1852, he came to
Ohio, and was united in marriage to Miss Barbara Nead, who was born in 1832, and
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daughter of Rev. Peter Nead. By this union he was blessed with the following children, to wit: Alrnira, born April 7, 1853 ; Mary, born August 2, 1851 ; Cynthia, born
September 9, 1856 ; Clarinda, born January 19, 1858 ; William N., born July 17, 1859 ;
Lydia, born December 23, 1860 ; Sarah, born October 24, 1862 ; Ellen, born November 3, 1863; Charles P., born February 28, 1870; Jessie E., born June 14, 1873;
Allen V., born February 26, 1875, and two others, who are dead. In the year 1870,
he, with the assistance of his father-in-law, established a monthly paper called the
Vindicator, which is published in the interest of the Old German Baptist faith. After
his marriage, he, with his wife, returned to Indiana, but in two years, or in 1S54,
he disposed of his property and purchased forty acres of improved land, in
Whitley County, in the same State, which he rented to tenants, while he plied
his trade. He remained here one year, and then, at the request of his wife's
father, he returned to Ohio and took charge of Mr. Nead's farm, which he farmed on
shares, receiving one-third of the proceeds for his labor. Having abandoned the idea of
returning to Indiana, he sold his farm in that State and bought fifty acres adjoining his
fatherinlaw's of a Mr. Basores. To this he added more from time to time, until 1879,
when he found that economy, industry and frugality, had gained for him a farm of 200
acres. Being interested in horticulture, he commenced the propagation of fine fruit
trees, vines and plants, on a small scale, doing his own grafting, budding and trimming.
His trees began to have a reputation for quality throughout the neighborhood, then the
State, and now he is shipping them to all parts of the Union, selling large quantities
annually. He has met with some competition in his new business, but has always held
his own, and to-day he knows no such thing as opposition. In 1866, having sixty
acres of fruit trees demanding his attention, he took in Mr. Gaines as a partner, but
this combination was discontinued, and his son William, with Mr. George Yount
and Benjamin J. Miller, sons-in-law, attend to this part of his business.
During the building of the Toledo, Delphos & Burlington Bailway, Mr. Kinsey
had a station located near his nurseries. I t was named after him, and is now a shipping point of no mean dimensions. In addition to his nurseries here, Mr. K. is connected as partner iu a large nursery of seventy-seven acres,-under the management of
Mr. Zubrum, of Whitley County, Ind. (near Columbia City), from which thousands of
trees are shipped to the West, North and South. In order to supply the demands for
their apple trees, they are obliged to plant from fifteen to twenty-five bushels of seeds
each season. Mr. K. and his estimable wife are both earnest and consistent members
of the Old German Baptist Church, of which he is now a minister, having been chosen
to fill that important office by the members of his congregation. He is also the editor of
the Vindicator, which has before been referred to. The life of this man surely indicates the great ends that may be attained by honesty, industry and economy.
F B A N K L I N KLEPINGEB, farmer; P. O., Little York. The subject of this
biography is the son of John Klepinger, who came to Ohio with his parents and
located in Montgomery County. After serving an apprenticeship at the carpenters
trade, he accompanied his parents to Indiana, where he remained one year, and
returned to Ohio and celebrated his marriage with Elizabeth Boyer. They were
the parents of six sons and two daughters, viz: Franklin, Newton, Samuel,
Harvey, John, Oliver, Matilda and Harriet. Soon after his marriage he purchased
50 acres of land and gave his attention to agricultural pursuits. By hard labor
he accumtdated quite a large amount of property, both personal and real. Mr.
Klepinger departed this life Dec. 7, 1880. He was a member of the German
Baptist Church, and his exenqilary habits won the esteem of a large circle of
friends. The subject of this sketch was born in this county, Randolph Township,
Aug. 23, 1832. He obtained an ordinary education and served an apprenticeship
at the carpenter's trade, which he followed until he was 30 years af age, and then
purchased 62 acres of land. May 25, 1862, he took for wife Anna Hisey, and as
a result of this union had three children ; David is now living. Mrs. Klepinger
departed this life in the spring of 1866. After the death of his wife, Mr. Klepinger
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rented his farm, and put his children under the care of his mother, and returned
to his trade, which he followed until 1868, at which date he married his second wife,
Miss Anna D. Syler. This union was blessed with five children ; one daughter
and three sons are now living, viz: Aaron W., John A. and Warren T. After his
marriage he returned to his farm, which he has increased to 225 acres. Mr. and
Mrs. Klepinger are both members of the German Baptist. Church, and their
children are eo-workers with their parents in the cause of religion.
JEREMIAH KOPP, farmer; P. 0., Iamton. Among the gentlemen that we
are pleased to mention in the pages of this work is Jeremiah Kopp, born in Lebanon *
Co., Pa., April 9, 1823. His father, John, was a native of the same county,
and followed the occupation of blacksmith. He was united in marriage with Mary
Bender, and as a result of this union had eight children, of whom four daughters
and two sons survive, viz : Lavina, Elizabeth, Catharine, Margaret, John and
Jeremiah. Mr. Kopp emigrated to Ohio and located in Randolph Township, this
county, in 1825. He purchased a farm containing 96 acres, covered with a dense
growth of timber, which he rented, and engaged at his trade, which he followed
until he had to give i t up on account of the effect that the heat had on his eyes.
He turned his attention to farming, which he followed until' his death, in
1871. Mr. and Mrs. Kopp were both members of the Lutheran Church, and
departed this life the same year. Jeremiah, the subject of this sketch, obtained an
ordinary education, and at the age of eighteen years engaged in the vocation of
tanning, which he continued following as a journeyman at various places, until
1841, when he commenced business for himself, on the Dayton and Union Pike,
remaining until 1847, and moved to Indiana and located at New Columbus, Madison Co., where his family was all taken down with chills and fever, which he
battled with until 1850, when he came to Ohio, and turned his attention to farming, renting land of his father. He continued farming some years, when he moved
to Phillipsburgh, where he was engaged in the hotel business until 1867, and came
to Harrisburgh, Randolph Township, and run the National House until 1873,.when
he purchased a farm one-half mile south of Harrisburgh, and erected a dwelling,
in which he has resided until the present. Mr Kopp was married to Hannah G.
Boder, born April 9, 1826. They were the parents of two children, viz: Margaret
A., born May 5, 1845, and Franklin P., August 22, 1855.
DAVID D. LANDIS, farmer, P. 0 „ Clayton, is the son of John Landis, who
was a native of Lancaster Co., Pa., born Nov. 17, 1804. He served an apprenticeship under his father, learning the carpenter and cabinet trade.
He was
united in marriage with Sarah Daugharty, a native of Pennsylvania, born Dec. 9,
1809. They were the parents of ten children, eight of whom are now living, viz:
Mary, Anna, Catharine, Sarah, Ezrael, John, David D. and William. Mr. Landis
emigrated to Ohio in 1833, and purchased a farm, containing 80 acres, in this
(Montgomery) county, which he cultivated, in connection with the butchering
business. By temperate and industrious habits increased i t to 144 acres. Mr.
Landis was summoned out of this world by the angel of death Sept. 15, 1868.
He was an esteemed member of the German Baptist faith for a number of years.
David, the subject of this sketch, was born in this (Randolph) township Nov. 11,
1845. He acquired an ordinary education, and at the age of 21 years commenced
life for himself by renting a piece of land and giving his attention to agricultural
pursuits. I n 1866 he manled Miss Eliza Christian, daughter of John C. Christian.
In 1869 he moved to Illinois and rented a piece of land near Lincoln, Logan Co.,
remaining two years, when his health failed and he returned to Ohio and rented
the farm he now resides on. Mr. and Mrs. Landis have both been worthy and consistent members of the German Baptist Church since 1870.
FURMAN K. PAULY, farmer, P. O., Clayton. Samuel Pauly, his father,
was born i n Montgomery Co., Ohio, Dec. 24, 1804. Mr. Pauly was one of those
staunch, energetic pioneers whose father had dared to place himself out on the
frontier when the war-whoop of the then hostile redman rung through the woods
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and carried terror to the few families that had settled in the deep forests of the
Buckeye State. Samuel Pauly passed through the usual routine incidents of a
pioneer's boyhood days, and was united in marriage with Arminda Snook, daughter
of John Snook, a native of New Jersey. Mr. and Mrs. Pauly were the parents of
ten children, of whom five are now living, viz : Arminda, Bebecca, Phcebe, Anna
and Fnrman, the subject of this memoir, who was born in Warren Co., Ohio, Aug14, 1832. He obtained a common-school education and assisted his father until
1857, when he went to Kansas and was taken down with fever; he returned borne
and remained until he regained his health, and then went to Missouri and located
at Hannibal, engaging in the grocery business until 1858, when his health again
failed him and he returned home and turned his attention to farming, which he
continued until 1863, when he enlisted in the 37th Begiment Ky. V., as 4th
Corporal. During his term of service he participated in the battle at Mt. Sterlino-,
Cynthiana, Ky., and was honorably discharged in 1864, with his health very much
impaired from exposure. He came back to Lebanon, Warren Co., and associated
himself with his cousin, Mr. John Pauly, in the grocery business, remaining until
the summer of 1866, the time of the breaking out of the oil fever. He disposed of
his interests in the grocery and went to Petroleum Station, West Va., remaining
several weeks, prospecting and boring without success, and came to Montgomery
County m the spring of 1867. He was appointed Storekeeper at several of the
distilleries for the Government. Mr. Pauly was united in marriage with Phcebe
Turner, and as a result of this union had four children, of whom two dauo-hters
are now living—Myrtle I . and Naomi.
GEOBGE W. PUBCELL, manufacturer, P. 0., Union His father, Thomas,
was a native of Prince WiUiam Co., Va,, and was united in marriage with Anna
B. Young. Eight children were born to bless this union, four sons and four
daughters. James and George W. are living at the time of this writing. Thomas
emigrated to Ohio in 1852, locating in Morrow County, where he remained until
his death m 1857. George W., the subject of this sketch, obtained a fair education, and assisted his father with the duties of the farm until he arrived at the age
of 19 years. I n 1861 he answered the call of Lincoln for 75,000 men and enlisted
m the 20tii Begiment Ohio V. I . in the three months service. At the expiration
of this term of service, he re-enlisted in the 43d Regiment Ohio V. I . , and was
promoted to the position of Corporal and subsequently to the position of Duty
Sergeant, Orderly Sergeant and Sergeant Major, after which he was commissioned
Second Lieutenant, First Lieutenant; from that to Captain in command of his
company. During his term of service he was engaged in the battles at New
Madrid, Shiloh, Corinth, Island No. 10 and Resaca, and was with Sherman in
Ins march to the sea, I n 1864 he was appointed Hospital Commissary by Gen.
McPherson, where he remained until he received his discharge, after which he
came to Union, Montgomery Co., and associated himself with Dr. S. Hawkins
and commenced the manufacturing of tile. He took for wife Anna Hawkins,
daughter of Dr. S. Hawkins, and celebrated their marriage in 1865, and as a result
of this union had four children, viz: Samuel B., Charles F., George V., Albert H.
As an evidence of the popularity and esteem with which he was held in the community where he lived, he was elected a member of the School Board in a special
(bstnct, and was elected Treasurer of the Board. He filled that position to the
satisfaction of all concerned for a term comprising a period of six years, after which
he was elected Assessor of his township. I n 1878 he was elected Commissioner
ot Montgomery County, and discharged the duties of that office to the public
acceptance and credit to himself for one term.
MARY RASOR, farmer, P. 0., Iamton, is the widow of David Rasor and
daughter of Samuel Herr, whose biography appears in this work. She was born
m Lancaster Co., Pa., Oct. 6. 1819; came to Montgomery County with her parents
m 1830, who purchased a farm in the vicinity of Harrisburg; her early life was
passed at home m assisting her mother with the household duties. A spinning
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wheel then graced the home, and the daughter was apt in the art of spinning and
weaving. She was united in marriage to Mr. Rasor Nov. 20, 1838, and to them
were born the following children: Lavinia, Aug. 31, 1839; Samuel, June 6, 1841;
Josiah, Dec. 8, 1844; Daniel B., March 16,1848; David, Sept. 1,1851 and Harvey,
March 14, 1856. Her husband was a native of Montgomery County, born March
30, 1817 ; learned the cooper's trade, which occupation he followed for many years
in the manufacture of barrels for the numerous mills and distilleries then located
on the banks of the Stillwater. I n later years, after his marriage, he operated, in
connection with his father, a sawmill, owned by the latter, and in a few years,
through habits of industry and economy, became possessor of the mill. He was success
ful in this line of business, and later purchased the farm belonging to his father. Botl
our subject and her husband were members of the Church of the United Brethre:
in Christ, to which organization she still clings, worshiping at the Riverside Church.
Her husband died May 1, 1863, beloved by all who knew him. The widow now
resides in the town of Harrisburg, where she has erected a fine residence, leaving
the farm in the spring of 1880, having rented it to her sons.
DANIEL RINEHART, farmer, P. 0., Union. His father, Jacob, was a native
of Virginia, and came to Ohio in 1815, and settled in Preble County, near Winchester. He was united in marriage with Susanna Brown. They were the parents
of nine children, of whom four sons and three daughters are now living, viz : Enoch,
John, Daniel, Elizabeth, Fannie, Susanna and Mary. Mrs. Rinehart departed this
life in 1854, and Mr. Rinehart soon followed. They were both members of the
German Baptist Church. Daniel, the subject of this sketch, was born in Virginia,
August, 1812. He obtained an ordinary education, and at the age of 23 years
he commenced life for himself by renting a piece of land and giving his attention
to agricultural pursuits, which he continued three years, paying his rent by giving
a share of the products. I n 1839 he celebrated his marriage with Esther Brandenbaugh, daughter of Henry Brandenbaugh. They had ten children, of whom
six are now living, viz : Jacob, John, Henry, Noah, Sarah and Hannah. Mr.
Rinehart continued farming, renting land of his brother, remaining four years,
and purchased a farm, containing 104 acres, and has since added by hard labor and
industry and the assistance of his good wife, 50 acres, making in all 154 acres, all
under a high state of cultivation, and has added many material improvements, and
they are now enjoying the comforts and luxuries of life, earned by many years of toil.
They are both worthy members of the German Baptist Church, and' the children
have been co-workers with the parents in the cause of religion.
W I L L I A M M . ROGERS, farmer; P. 0., Clayton. Among the descendants of
the old pioneer families, that we are pleased to mention in the pages of this work,
is William M. Rogers, born in Pendleton Co., Ky., August 15, 1835. His father,
Jacob, was a native of New Jersey, born Dec. 19, 1808. Jacob's educational
advantages were very limited, but by devoting all his leisure time during his early
life to his studies, and by profound reading and continued reflection, gathered a
mass of information. I n 1820 his mother was left a widow, and Jacob worked on
the neighboring farms, and contributed his small earning to the support of his
mother. They moved to Pennsylvania and remained eight years, when they were
persuaded by the excellent advantages and inducements that were offered by the
Buckeye State, to settle within its boundaries. They found a location that pleased
them in Clermont County, and entered a small farm covered with timber, and
erected a new log cabin of round, unhewn logs, and soon had part of their ground
under cultivation. Mr. Rogers was married to Mary A. Tuston, in 1829. Nine
children were the result of this union. Mrs. Jennie Miller, George, Joseph,
Charles and William, are now living. Soon after his marriage, Mr. Rogers moved
down into Kentucky, and settled in Pendleton County, where he accumulated
quite a large amount of property, both personal and real. I n 1843 he moved far
out into the frontier, and settled in Missouri, remaining two unsuccessful years,
and returned to Clermont Co., Ohio, in 1848. He continued there until 1864,
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when he located where he now resides, in this (Montgomery) connty. Our subject,
William, was educated in the common schools, and brought up to farm labor'
remaining with his father until he was 18 years of age, after which .he followed
various pursuits until 1860. He was united in marriage with Maria L . ¡Turner,
August 10, 1860. Tins union was blessed with four children, of whom 'two are
living, viz: Eenna and Effie. Mr. Eogers continued in the occupation of farming
until 1868, when he engaged in the general merchandise business, which he followed two years,^disposed of his stock, and came to Dayton, and carried on the
wholesale tobacco and liquor business, until he was compelled to sell out on account
of having endorsed a note for a friend, and had it to pay. He came to Salem, and
again engaged in farming, which he has continued in until the present.
DAVID SHAW, grain dealer; P. 0., Union. The gentleman whose name
stands at the head of this sketch, is the son of Solomon Shaw, who was a native
of Cumberland Co., Pa., and emigrated to Ohio, and located in Montgomery
County, near Union, Eandolph Township, in 1848. By occupation was a stone
mason, which he followed in connection with the farm, until 1857, when he moved
to Iowa. Mr. Shaw took for wife, Susan Strone, daughter of George Strone. Two
sons were the result of this union, viz: George and David. The subject of this
memoir was born in Pennsylvania, March 15, 1833, and came to Ohio with his
father,*at the age of 15 years. He obtained a common school education, and in
1851 he went to work at the carpenter's trade, which he continued in until 1856.
He was united in marriage with Sarah Herr, in 1855. Seven children were bom
to bless this union, of whom two sons and two daughters survive, viz: Mary J.,
Frances, Edwin and William. Soon after his marriage he purchased his father-inlaw's farm, which he sold in a short time, and purchased 80 acres in Darke County,
where he remained five months and disposed of it at a small advance, and located
his family near Harrisburgh, and went to Iowa to try and find a genial opening
for business. Failing to find any point that he looked on with favor, he returned
home and cultivated rented land until 1864, when he purchased a farm near
Union. I n 1866 he re-visited the West, traveling in Kansas and Iowa, with the
hope of finding a good location. Being disappointed the second time, he returned
home with the intention of spending the balance of his days in the Buckeye State.
I n 1880 he built a grain elevator, with a capacity for 20,000 bushels of grain, and
is running a saw mill in connection with it, and is doing a large and extensive
business.
SAMUEL SHELLABARGER, farmer; P. O., Union. The subject of this
sketch was born in Juniata Co., Pa., Feb. 23, 1809, and is a son of John and
Salona (Rush) Shellabarger, who were the parents of eight children, of whom our
subject is the only one now living. His early life was devoted to farming, remaining upon the farm of his father until 20 years of age, during which time his
schooling was limited to two months each year, his leisure hours being devoted to
a close application to his studies, the scriptures being one of his favorite studies. At
20 years of age he was ajrprenticed to learn the trade of tanner, serving until he
mastered the same. I n 1832 he came Ohio, locating in Clark County, where he
followed the business of tanning successfully for six years. He then engaged in the
mercantile business at Covington, Miami Co., for several years, and in 1844 closed
out his dry, goods business and purchased his present place, where he has since
resided. He now owns 183 acres of land, the productiveness of which can be
estimated by: the large crops of wheat, corn and other products raised by him each
year. Mr. Shellabarger jwas united in marriage to Elizabeth, daughter of John
Ward. She was born in Perry Co., Ohio, Oct. 14,1816. Mr. and Mrs. Shellabarger
were the parents of twelve children, of whom six now survive, viz: Enos, Malon,
Newton, Margaret, Mary and Harriet. I n 1846 Mr. Shellabarger united with the
German Baptist Church, of which he has been an exemplary member for a period
of thirty-five years, having for many years served the same as deacon and teacher.
WEBSTER S. SMITH, physician; P. O., Clayton. The gentleman whose
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name stands at the head of this biography was born in Montgomery County, Nov.
13,1856. His father, Isaac, was a native of Lancaster Co., Pa,, and emigrated to
Ohio and settled in Dayton, engaging in the business of contracting and building,
which he followed until 1861, the breaking out of the rebellion. Mr. Smith was
among the first volunteers, enlisting in the 66th Regt., 111. Vol. Inf., known as
"Burgs' Sharp Shooters," and served three years. Soon after receiving his discharge
was united in marriage with Phoebe Wellbaum, daughter of Christian Wellbaum.
They were the parents of two sons, viz : Harry and Webster S. Our subject received
his primary education in the common schools, and graduated in the high school of
Dayton. He engaged in teaching school and spent the days of vacation in the
office of Dr. John Davis, preparing himself for the medical profession. He
attended the lectures of the Ohio Medical College, receiving his diploma March 2,
1880, and commenced the practice of medicine in the village of Salem.
SAMUEL SMITH, farmer; P. 0., Kinsey Station; was born in Lebanon Co.,
Pa., Dec. 17, 1810. His father, Christian, was a native of the same county, and
spent his early fife as miller. After his marriage with Barbara Gingerrick, he
engaged in farming, which he has continued in since. He was the father of eight
children, of whom six survive, viz: Christina, Catherine, Henry, Christian, Abraham and Samuel, the subject of this biography. Samuel's educational advantages
were limited. He worked on the neighboring farms until he was 18 years of age,
when he apprenticed himself to a shoemaker to learn that occupation, and served
three years, when he returned to his farm and remained two years. I n 1833 he
started for Ohio and located in Wooster, engaging at his trade, serving Jonathan
Montgomery. After remaining in Wooster a few months, he came to Dayton,
and located in Miami City, and commenced business for himself. In 1837 he was
united in marriage with Catharine Earney.
They were the parents of eight
children, six of whom are now living, viz: Emaline, Amanda, Adaline, Mary,
Mahala, Eliza, Joseph and Charles. By economy and industry Mr. Smith purchased 80 acres of land in Mercer County, covered with timber. He moved from
Miami City to Eandolph Township, and purchased five acres in what was called at
that time the Warner settlement, where he built up an excellent trade, and remained
eight years, when he disposed of his property at an advance and moved to Indiana
and settled in Wayne County, on 43 acres of land that he had previously purchased. ' He run the farm in connection with his trade five years, disposed of it,
and returned to Montgomery Co., and purchased the farm where he now resides,
containing 43 acres. Mr. and Mrs. Smith have both been members of the church
since 1844.
EMOR E. SMITH, farmer; P. O., Union. The father of our subject, Thomas
J. Smith, was born in Lexington, Rockbridge Co., Va., Aug. 16, 1815. Being
deprived by death of his father when quite young, like many others, was left
to make the best he could of life. When he became old enough, he bound himself
as an apprentice to the trade of harness and saddle making for five years ; serving his
time, he emigrated in company with his mother and sister to Ohio, in 1838, locating in Montgomery County, and commenced to manufacture harness and saddles
in connection with keeping hotel. Was united in marriage July 26, 1841, to Miss
Nancy E. Sheets, born m Montgomery Co., Ohio, July 1, 1823, daughter of
Martin Sheets, one of the first settlers of Randolph Township, who cut his way
through from Dayton, clearing the underbrush and trees, to where he located
on the hanks of Stillwater river, one-fourth of a mile from Union. By the union
of Mr. Smith and Miss Sheets there were born unto them two children, one son,
the subject of this sketch; one daughter, Lora A., at this writing Mrs. Guye, born
Aug. 9, 1850. Wishing to change his occupation after he became the head
of a family, Mr. Smith embarked in the distilling business, remaining in it for eight
years. The price of highwines commenced to decline, and Mr. Smith again took
up the first pursuits of his life, that of manufacturing saddles and harness. He
departed this life March 8, 1879; his widow still survives him at this writing,
T
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residing at the residence Mr. Smith built, northwest corner of Main and First
streets. The subject of this sketch was born in Union, Montgomery Co., Ohio,
May 11, 1842. Having had the advantage of a common school education in the
daysof his youth, and was put in charge of his father's distillery at the age of 15 years,
under trying circumstances, financially. By shrewd management young Smith
soon had the business placed on a sound financial basis and entered into business
for himself, stocking his pens with hogs and his distillery with grain. I n 1802,
during the days of the Rebellion, with the uncertainty of the government taxes,
in seven months' time realized $22,000; having at one time to raise $10,000
at three days' notice, for government taxes. Mr. Smith raised the sum required,
which was considered quite an effort for one so young in business, being under
age. Donated $800 to the government and furnished a substitute to help carry
on the war. Mr. Smith has been connected with many of the projects of public
improvements throughout the county and township in which he resides, being one
of the first seven men who proposed the Toledo,' Delphos & Burlington R. R. He
has been chosen to serve in several offices in his township, and at this writing
is serving his community as Clerk of Township, representing the county in Congressional convention. Was united in marriage May 12, 1864, to Miss Amanda
Smith, born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, Dec. 21, 1839, daughter of Samuel Smith.
By their union there was horn unto them one daughter, Wealthy, born Feb. 11,
1868, and departed this life Nov. 11, 1870. After the death of their daughter, Mr.
and Mrs. Smith adopted Minnie M. Shauck, born March 5, 1868, having been with
them at this writing seven years. Mr. Smith is in the prime of life, and possesses
the business knowledge and qualifications of a man of 60 years.
JOHN W. SOLLENBERGER, minister and farmer; P. O., Union. The
subject of this sketch was horn in Franklin Co., Pa., March 7, 1823. His father,
Jacob, was a native of Pennsylvania and was married to Anna Wingard. They
were the parents of two children, viz. : Elizabeth and John W. The subject of this
sketch obtained his education in the district schools of the county. He emigrated
to Ohio with his father and settled in this county at an early day, and was soon
after left an orphan by the death of his father. His mother married John Miller,
whom our subject assisted on the farm until he was 19 years of age, at which
time he was presented with sixteen acres of land by his stepfather, located in Elkhart Co., Ind. Not feeling inclined to cultivate such a small amount; he went
to work with an indomitable will to add more to it, first engaging at the carpenter
trade, which he continued working at two years. I n 1844 he was married to Catharine PefHy, the daughter of Jacob Peffly, born Nov. 7, 1823. Thev were the
parents of nine children, eight of whom are living, viz.: Jacob, John J., David P.,
Aaron, Moses, William, Henry P., and Elizabeth. I n 1845 Mr. Sollenberger moved
onto his farm in Indiana, which he had increased, but was yet covered with
timber. He erected a cabin and commenced clearing off the timber, preparatory
for cultivation. He remained until 1850, when he disposed of it and moved to St.
Joseph County, where his health failed him and was he advised by his physician
to locate in a healthier clime.
He disposed of his farm in 1853 and moved back to Ohio and settled where
he now resides. I n 1876 the residence of Mr. Sollenberger was visited by the
messenger of death, who carried off his esteemed wife. She was a. worthy member
of the German Baptist faith for a number of years. Mr. Sollenberger married his
second wife, Sarah Stouffer, Aug. 17, 1879. Mr. Sollenberger has been indemnified
with the German Baptist Church since 1859, and has taken an active interest in
the cause of Christianity, and is at present one of the deacons of the church.
ABRAHAM STOKER, deceased. Among the old pioneers that we are pleased
to mention m the pages of this history is Abraham Stoker, born April 10, 1815, in
this county. Mr. Stoker was deprived of the privileges of attending school, as he
was left m the world an orphan at the age of 14 years.
He continued working
at farm labor until the time of his marriage with Nancy Johnston. He was the
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father of five children. Catharine, James, Levi and Owen are now living. Upon
his marriage he became the owner of a farm of fifty acres, which he soon increased
to 150 acres. Mrs. Stoker departed this life in 1856. Mr. Stoker married his
second wife, Evelena A. Davis, March 26, 1857. She was a native of England
and emigrated to America with her parents in 1855. They had nine children,
seven of whom are living, viz.: Martha, Ellen N., Elizabeth A., Lenora A., Effie,
Clemet L „ Albert V. Boon after his marriage, Mr. Stoker disposed of his farm
and purchased 300 acres in Madison Township near Posttown. He remained on
it five years and exchanged it for the farm adjoining, which he was compelled
to sell to pay off a note he had endorsed, and located at Harrison Station, Green
County. Mr. Stoker, not being very strongly constituted, retired from active
labor, remaining well until 1878, when he passed quietly into the next world,
respected and esteemed by all who knew him. Mrs. Stoker, soon after the burial
of her husband, purchased thirty acres near Vandalia, which she exchanged for
the hotel she is now proprietress of.
DANIEL TATE, tanner; P. 0., Iamton. The gentleman whose name
stands at the head of this sketch is the son of Isaac Tate, who was a native of
Adams Co., Pa. Daniel, our subject, was born in Adams Co., Pa., Aug. 21, 1811,
and moved to Maryland with his parents, where he attended school until he was
15 years of age, when he was apprenticed to learn the carpenter and cabinet trade,
serving three years. He worked journey work and by his economy accumulated
enough to commence business for himself in Carrol Co., Md., where he continued
two years and came to Ohio and located in this (Montgomery) county. April 15,
1867, he took for wife Mrs. Catharine Wolf, born Jan. 13,1828, and widow of David
Wolf. Soon after his arrival in Ohio, he engaged in thé manufacture of hubs,
spokes and felloes, which he followed until 1870, when he exchanged for a stock
of dry goods and groceries, which he converted into cash and turned his attention
to farming, which he has continued in until the present with good success. Mr.
Tate has never been an aspirant for office, but has been identified with several
of the township offices. Mrs. Tate is a worthy member of the German Baptist
Church, and is endeavoring to bring up her children in the fear of the Lord.
WALTER J. THOMPSON, physician and surgeon; P. O., Union. The
father of our subject was a native of Ohio, born Sept. 8, 1819. His father died
when he was quite young, and he was left to battle with the world unaided._ He
possessed a common school education and at 20 years of age commenced working at
the cabinetmakers' trade in Cincinnati. After fully mastering his trade he returned
to Troy, the town of his nativity, where he engaged in the business of undertaker
and furniture dealer, at which he still continues. Walter J., our subject, was born
in Miami County, Sept. 8, 1852, where he attended the high school, located at
Troy, until he was 18 years old, at which time lie graduated. He then commenced
the study of medicine with Dr. Green, a prominent physician of Troy. After five
years of diligent study, he entered the Ohio Medical College at Cincinnati, from
which he graduated in due time. After reading another year with Dr. Green, he
went to New York City, where he entered the Belleview Hospital and Medical
College. From this he also graduated, and after availing himself of special courses
of instruction on the eye and ear, he returned to Ohio and entered into a partnership with his first preceptor, Dr. Green. He soon dissolved this connection ard
located in Union, and commenced the practice of his profession with Dr. Hawkins
of that place. He married Miss Addie Hawkins, the daughter of Samuel Hawkins,
Oct. 14, 1879, by whom he had one son, Samuel, born to him. The doctor is
connected with the following medical societies in the State: The Ohio State,
Miami and Montgomery and the district societies of Darke, Shelby and Miami
Counties.
AMOS B. TOBIAS, farmer; P. O., Clayton, was born in Berks Co., Pa., in
1824. His father, Michael, was a native of the same county, and was united m
marriage with a Miss Booher. As a result of this union had thirteen children,

308

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES :

viz.: Christian, Michael, «olm, Paul, Jacob, Daniel, Elias, Amos, Mollie, Catharine, Elizabeth, Sarah, Mary. The subject of this sketch was educated in the
common schools, and was brought up to farm labor. He came to Ohio with his
father, and settled in Montgomery Connty, assisting him until he was 25 years of
age. He celebrated his marriage with Elizabeth Leisure in 1819, and had three
children; Horace and Lee Edgar are now living. Soon after his marriage he
rented a farm and followed the honorable vocation of cultivating the soil, and was very
successful, soon being able to purchase it. He remained on it but a short time,
when he disposed of it and purchased his father-in-law's, which he cultivated
until 1800, when he disposed of it and moved to Salem, and engaged in the
general merchandise business, which he continued in up to 1871; returned to the
farm, and has since engaged in various pursuits up to the time he moved on his
present place.
HAMILTON M. TURNER, farmer; P. 0., Clayton, was born in Pennsylvania, Sept. 18, 1815. His father, John, emigrated to Ohio from Pennsylvania in
1820, and settled in Montgomery County. Mr. Turner was by occupation a farmer
and distiller. He was united in marriage with Margaret Wagoner. They were
the parents of eight children, viz: Nancy, Mary, James H . , John W., William,
Oliver P., Joseph M. and Hamilton M. Mr. Turner, by his exemplary habits!
Soon commanded the respect of all who knew him. As an example, to show the
esteem in which he was held, he was elected representative of his county to the
Legislature in 1827 and 1829, and m 1830 was elected Associate Judge in the court
of common pleas. Hamilton M., the subject of this sketch, was educated in the
district schools of the county, and assisted his father with the farm duties, until he
was 22 years of age. He was married to Hannah Harburgh, daughter of David
Harbnrgh, one of the early pioneers of this county. Mr. Turner raised a very
exemplary family of ten children, of whom five survive, viz : Margaret, Maria,
Phcebe, Harriet and Anna. I n 1839 he engaged in the milling and distilling business, associating himself with his brother John, until 1842, when he drew out his
interest and moved to Indiana, but failing to find a satisfactory opening, soon
returned to this county, aud again connected himself with his brother, who had
previously taken in Jacob Heck as a partner, the firm being known as Turner,
Heck & Co. They continued m business until 1818, when our subject then withdrew and formed a partnership with his brothers, John and Joseph, and built a
large brick distillery on the banks of Wolf Creek, in Salem, and run it in connection with the dry goods and grocery business until 1851, when our subject drew out
and purchased what was then known as the Engle mill, on the banks' of the Stillwater, near where he now resides. Mr. Turner, desiring to build u p a more
extensive business, again entered into partnership with his brothers, and erected a
large flouring mill at Greenville, Darke Co., Ohio, which they soon converted into
a distillery, at a cost of $30,000. I n the summer of 1844 they had the misfortune
to lose the null at Salem, it being destroyed by a stroke of lightning, which burnt
it and 20,000 bushels of grain; the loss being estimated at $15,000.° They immediately began the work of replacing it, which was done in ninety days. I n the
fall of 1850, they again dissolved partnership, our subject retaining the property at
Salem, and in 1801 he disposed of his dry goods business, and gave his exclusive
attention to the distillery. Having some surplus capital on hand, he purchased an
interest in the firm of Walker & Moses, which he drew out at the expiration of
three years, not having time to give it the proper attention ; also in a short time
closed out his distillery as the advance in revenue and the declining price of spirits
was such, as to render it useless to continue longer. He is at present operating a
saw and flouring-mill in connection with his farm. Mr. Turner is now 67 years of
age, and of course the most active part of his life is spent, but he has, by untiring
labor and industry, accumulated enough of this world's goods to keen him and
his good and industrious wife the balance of their days.
E. F. WARNER, P. O., Clayton, was born in Randolph Township, Montgom-
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erv Co Ohio, on the 28th clay of Feb., 1828. Is a school teacher by profession, but
h7s retoed ¿ o m teaching. Was married twice ; his first wife's name was Catharine
lus lemtu iio
married to Rachel A. Lasure, and
Î Z T e l S i S i
l t o May, Catharine Elizabeth, Sylvia L o d .
S
John EUiot, Arthur Livingstone and Edith Irene, are }e names of h s
children. John J. Warner, the father of E. F., was boni m Bedford Co., Pa., m
1803; came with his father, Jacob Warner, to Randolph Township m 1812 I n
1811 Henry Warner, the great-grandfather of this subject, came with all his
children d o l n t h e Ohio river, in fkt-bottom boats from Pittsburgh to Cincinnati
The son's names were Jacob, John, Henry, Andrew, David and Darnel. The girl
were Catharine and Elizabeth. They all engaged in agricultural pursuits
Each
one opened a farm in said township, but all have long since gone the way of all
E earth?" They founded a large segment, known as the "Warner.Settlement
far and near. There are but two of the name living m the township, E F Wamel
and Enos Warner. The present generation has migrated, and some of them aie
liv ig n every western State, from Ohio to the Pacific slope, and mos of them are
S
engaged in tilling the soil. Henry Warner, the great grandfather of the
n sent°generation, came from Wittenburg, Gemany, over a century ago and
settled hi Frederick Co., Md. At the close of the revolutionary war, settled m
Bedford Co., Pa., and from there migrated to Ohio m 1811.
HENRY C WEAVER, merchant; P. 0., Iamton. The father of our subject, Henry Weaver, Sr., was born i n Adams Co., Pa., Feb. 22, 1815. He had
the advantage of a common school education, and his early years were P ^ upon
a farm. He emigrated to this county, settling near Little York, where e was
engaged in huckstering, exchanging dry goods and groceries for produce which he
disposed of in Cincinnati. The mother was the daughter of Richard Sandhan,
who was one of the early proprietors of a large and flourishing mill and woolen
factory in the neighborhood of Little York, and who was also a prominent mason.
As a result of this union ten children were born, seven of whom are living Elizabeth, Mary, Annie, Jane, Wealthy, Emma and our subject, who was born m
Montgomery County, March 21, 1849. After receiving instruction m the common
branches, he learned the trade of a cooper, but desiring a change m occupation,
two years later found him in a flouring mill. He had a taste for mercantile pursuits, and as soon as he had accumulated sufficient means he purchased a stock of
goods, and at Little York opened a dry goods store. Here he remained eight
years, during which period, through habits of industry and economy, combined
with business tact, had become a successful and prosperous business man, haymg
made and saved several thousand dollars; but not content with the size of his business and location, in the spring of 1880 he built at Harrisburgh a large and
commodious store-room, stocking it with a choice selection of dry goods, groceries,
and, in fact, everything found in a general store. Mr. Weaver is a good citizen and
an active and enterprising business man, and has filled several mmor officeslof honor
and trust tendered him by the citizens of the community m which he resides. Me
was united in marriage with Catharine Mast, March 2, 1869, and the union was
blessed with eight children, six of whom are now living, by names barah, Maud,
Dixon, Harry, Wesley and William H .
.
W I L L I A M A. WEST, carriage manufacturer; P. 0., Union. William A.
West is the son of William West, Sr., who was a native of Virginia, and came to
Ohio with his father, in the year 1810, and settled in Green County, making the
journey all the way in a wagon. Upon the breaking out of the war of 181/,, ne
enlis e'd as a corporal, and for gallantry was promoted to the position of recruiting
officer for Gen. Hull's army. After the surrender of Gen. Hull, was taken with
the prisoners of war to Canada, where they received their parole. Mr. West
joined a party of seven, and set out for their respective homes m Ohio, and during
their journey, were attacked several times by* the roving bands of Indians, who
were at war against the settlements along the border, and became separated. Mr.
h
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West being a man that possessed wonderful powers of endurance, and was very fleet
of foot, arrived home iu safety, his companions never being heard from. I t was
supposed that they fell victims to the scalping knife. Mr. West chose-Elizabeth
as a partner for lif e, she being a native of Virginia. They were the parents of four
children, viz: Margaret, David, John and William W. The subject of our
biography was born in Green Co., Ohio, April 3, 1817, and was thrown out on the
cold charities of the world by the death of his parents when quite young; consequently his opportunity for obtaining an education was very limited. But by
being very economical he managed to pay three months tuition in a subscription school, which, with the time he devoted to his studies during his leisure
hours, obtained a fair knowledge of reading, writing and arithmetic. About 1839
he engaged with a gentleman in Union to learn the wagon-makers' trade, remaining one year, after which he was employed at various other places, until 1812,
when he located in Piqua, Miami Co., Ohio, and engaged in business for himself,
which he carried on with marked success until he unfortunately lost his capital by
endorsing a note for a friend, which closed up his business. Mr. West, with
energy and untiring industry, was soon enabled to commence business, the second
time locating in Union, this (Montgomery) county, where he carried on business
until 1859, when he went to Missouri, and settled near Union, in Franklin
County, where he followed agricultural pursuits until the close of the war. He
returned to Union, this county, in 1805, and engaged in the manufacturing of carriages, which he has continued in until the present, with good success. Mr. West
has never been an aspirant for office, but served the township in the capacity of
Justice of the Peace for several years. Mr. West took for wife Rhoda Martin, a
native of Kentucky. Thirteen children were born to bless this union, five of
whom are now living, viz: John, George, Frank, Alice and Rachel.

JEFFERSONN TOWNSWIP.
THOMAS L . ASETNS, farmer, P. 0., Ellerton, was horn Ín Frederick Co.,
Md., June 7th, 1828, and is a son of Daniel and Nancy A. Asians, of that State,
who came to Montgomery Co., Ohio, in 1831. Daniel was in limited circumstances
upon reaching Ohio, but by hard, constant labor, he and wife managed to provide
themselves with a comfortable home before old age came upon them. They had
seven children—four sons and three daughters—five of whom are now living. Mrs.
Nancy A. Askins was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church for fifty-four
years, and died March 25, 1877; her husband followed her to his last earthly'home
Aug. 7, 1880, having been a member of the Union Baptist Church nearly all of his
life. Thomas L . grew up a farmer, and as such has passed his days tints far. He was
married Dec. 11, 1853, to Sarah A. Getter, daughter of George and Mary Getter,
who was bom Sept. 25, 1835, of which union eleven children are the fruits, ten
now living, as follows:—WilliamH., James B., George W., Maria E., Peter T., Mary
A., Jacob D., Thomas L . (dec), Sarah C, Perry G., and Lottie.
Our subject owns a nice farm of 10 acres, well improved, which constitutes a
comfortable home. Although his advantages for an education were limited, he inherited good business talents,and good common sense, which have fitted him for life's
duties. He has been a trustee of his township eight years,and a Justice of the Peace six,
thus demonstrating that he is a man well respected by the community in which he
lives. His wife died March 27, 1881, in full fellowship with the Lutheran Church,
and respected by all who knew her.
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GEOEGE W. BECKER, farmer, P. O., Ellerton, was born in this township,
March 25, 1836, and is a son of Henry and Susanna Becker, natives of Lancaster
Co., Pa., who settled in Jefferson Township, about 1816, commencing life in a log
cabin in the dense forest. They had a family of eleven children, eight of whom are
now living, Henry dying in 1851, aged 63 years, a sincere adherent of the Lutheran
Church. His wife was born Jan. 13, 1799; is still living and a member of the
Reformed Church. George W. lived with his parents until his majority, and was
married Jan. 8, 1860, to Sarah Kelsey, daughter of David and Margaret Kelsey,
natives of Pennsylvania, who came to this township at an early day. Mrs. Becker
was here born Feb. 4, 1840, and has bore Mr. Becker six sons and one daughter, as
follows: RosaB., Valerius, William H., DavidE., Francis M., Seabury, and JesseL.
Mr. Becker is a member of the Lutheran and his wife of the United Brethren church.
Franklin A. Stupp, who married their daughter Rosa B., was born May 13, 1859,
and is a son of Isaac, and Leah Stupp, natives of Pennsylvania. He is a member
of the Lutheran Church, and his wife of the Reformed denomination. Mr. Becker
and family are among the worthy, law-abiding people of their community.
NOAH COLER, farmer, P. 0., Liberty, was born in Maryland in 1828, and is
a son of Joseph and Elizabeth Coler, natives of the same State and of German
English extraction (name formerly spelled Koller). Mr. Coler has one brother,
C. A., and two sisters, Mrs. Susanna Collett (dec), and Mrs. JaneC. Cotterman. They
came to Jackson Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio, in 1833, where Joseph
remained until his death, his widow yet surviving him. Noah grew to manhood on
a farm, receiving his education in the neighborhood schools, and followed the vocation of school teaching for a time. He was married in Preble Co., Ohio, March 7,
1852, to Eliza A. Gregg, daughter of Silas and Susan Gregg, the former a native of
Georgia, the latter of Preble Co., Ohio, of which union ten children have been born,
viz., Elijah J., Aaron, Jehu, Ezra E., Ira, Perry, (dec) Emma, (dec) Ida M., Etta,
(dec.) and Christian, (dec). Mr. Coler has filled many minor offices of trust, and
being a man of more than ordinary abilities, is recognized as one of the best representative farmers of Jefferson Township, as he is one of the most successful in the
county. He is the owner of a fine farm of 320 acres in a high state of cultivation,
and makes the breeding of thoroughbred stock a specialty, having now some fine
specimens of Short Horn cattle and Poland China hogs on his farm. Mr. Coler is
a progressive, enterprising citizen, who readily supports every measure that he
believes will be a benefit to the county which has been his home for forty-eight years.
E L I J A H J. COLER, manufacturer, P. 0., Liberty, was born in Jefferson
Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio, July 16, 1853, and is the eldest son of Noah
Coler, one of the leading farmers of this township, whose sketch appears in this
work. He grew up on the homestead, remaining with his parents until of age, during
which time he partially learned the art of working in wood, his mind ever leaning
towards mechanical construction. I n the fall of 1876 he invented a patent gate,
receiving his patent in Jan. 1877, upon which he has since improved, until to-day
it is recognized as one of the best, if not the best gate iu the market. He manufactured this gate first at New Lebanon, but in 1880 removed to Liberty, where i n
the fall of 1881, he erected a commodious shop where all classes of general jobbing
is done, besides the manufacture of his gate, two sorts of which he is making, viz. :
"Coler's Automatic" and "Coler's Duplex," the latter being the one most in demand,
as it always opens from the horses and never freezes fast in cold weather, advantages that can be thoroughly appreciated by all who may have used a patent gate.
He has manufactured hundreds of these gates, sending them throughout Ohio,
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri and Kansas, also to the East, and everywhere they have
given good satisfaction. Mr. Coler was married Feb. 3, 1881, to Laura E. Gifford,
of Preble Co., Ohio, whose father is dead, but her mother is yet residing in that
county. Mr. Coler's success is the result of his own efforts, having personally introduced his gate throughout those States mentioned, and his future may be justly
udged from the past.
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JOHN H . ECK, farmer, P. 0., Ellerton, is the son of Elias and Rachel
("Weaver) Eck, he a native of Maryland, she of this county. They were the parents
of eight children, five sons and three daughters,viz., Amanda (dec.) Sarah A.', John H.,
Horace, Charles 0., Willis A., George W., Rachel E. The subject of this sketch
was born in this county, June 7, 1851, and lived at home until his majority, working upon the farm and attending school during the winter. For three years after
his majority, he worked at the carpenter trade. Aug. 26, 1875, he was united in
marriage with Mary E. Getter, born Sejrt 1, 1851, the only child of George W. and
Catharine (Marker) Getter, of this township. By this union they have been blessed
with one s*on, Walter I . , born Dec. 31, 1878. Mr. Eck has a very pleasant home on
section 28, where he now resides.
JOHN W. FITZGERALD, Minister, P. 0., Liberty. The subject of this
sketch was born in Scott County, Kentucky, A. D. 1839. His grand-father, Jesse
Fitzgerald, was a nephew of Lord Fitzgerald, of Ireland, and two great uncles of
John W. Fitzgerald bore a conspicuous part in the early struggles of American independence. They were with Washington and Lafayette at the surrender of
Comwallis. John M. Fitzgerald, son of Jesse Fitzgerald, was born in Fayette
Co., Ky., and at the age of 25 he was united in marriage to Mary S.
Smallwood, grand-daughter of Dr. Thomas E. Bond, medical purveyor in the Continental Army. The result of this union was twelve children, of which John W.
Fitzgerald was the second. John received his early training in the State of Kentucky. I n the year 1853 his father migrated to the State of Virginia, Having a
large family, he was unable to give proper attention to the education of his children,
but John, through his own energy and perseverance, was able to take one course at
the Buchanan Normal School, at the close of which the civil war broke out, and as
everything in that part of the State was thrown into confusion, i t being the line of
military operations, John was unable to pursue his studies any further. During
this second great struggle for liberty, John was not idle, but took part in the great
panorama of the day, and was a greater part of the time on special detail caring
for and gathering up the wounded of both armies. A t the close of the war he
returned home. Was united in marriage to Missouri A. Bond, November 23, 1865,
and they connected themselves with the German Baptists, i n the year 1867. He
was called to the ministry in June, 1869, was advanced to the second degree of the
ministry in the State of West Virginia on the 6th day of October 1870, and continued to labor with success in that State until the year 1875, when he moved his
family to Franklin Co., Ky., in which State he labored as a missionary until
the year 1877. I n March of that year he settled in Darke Co., Ohio, and labored
with the brethren of Darke County until the 25th of March, 1880, when he located
in Jefferson Township, Montgomery County, and is at present preaching in what is
known as the Bear Creek Church.
GEORGE GETTER, deceased, was the son of John and Mary M. (Lambert)
Getter, natives of Lancaster Co. Pa., who about 1818 came to this township, from
the Keystone State, where they lived and died. They were the parents of eight
children, viz., John, George, Jacob, Polly, Anna, all of whom are dead, and Louisa,
Sallie and William are living. Our subject was born in Lancaster Co., Pa., Feb. 3,
1805, and lived at home until his marriage with Mary E. Wertz, March 14, 1828.
She was the daughter of Daniel and Sarah (Weimer) Wertz, natives of Pennsylvania,
and was born in Warren Co., Ohio, Aug. 25, 1808. Her parents had a family of
fourteen children, thirteen of whom raised families, and one son died unmarried.
The names are as follows: Anthony, Catherine, Nancy, Sarah, John, Jacob, all dec.
and Daniel, Jerome, Caroline, Elizabeth, Harriet, Rachel, Lavina and Mary E., who
are living. • To George and Mary E. Getter were born thirteen children, viz., John
G., Daniel (dec.) George W., (dec) William W., Sarah, Jacob, Joseph L . , Peter
T., (dec.) Mary E „ Samuel, Perry P., (dec.) Henry B., and Albert T., all of whom
lived to be married and have families. Mr. Getter began life in very limited circumstances, not having a table, chair or even a knife, fork or spoon i n their little
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log cabin, all of which they borrowed until able to buy the same from their scanty
earnings, bnt by constant toil and rigid savings they finally secured a comfortable
home ere his death, July 5, 1875, owning 160 acres of good land in Section 22.
Mr. Getter was Township Treasurer for twelve years, Infirmary Director for six
years, and held many minor positions, all of which he filled with credit and satisfaction. He was a faithful member of the Lutheran Church for about 57 years, to
which his widow has also belonged for more than half a century. Mrs. Getter
lives in the old homestead, enjoying the blessings of this life, with a blight hope in
the one to come, and has the consolation of seeing her children, grand-children and
great-grand-children* settled around her and respected members of society.
JOHN N. GETTER, farmer, P. 0., Liberty. This gentleman is a descendant
of one of the pioneer families of Jefferson Township, and here first saw the light
Sept, 11, 1836. He is a son of John and Eve Getter, natives of the Keystone
State, and lived with his parents until his marriage, May 8, 1856, to Phoebe A.
Schenek, daughter of Ward and Anna Schenek, of Clear Creek Township, Warren
Co., Ohio. Soon after this event he bought the farm of 80 acres upon which he
has since made his home. This marriage was blest by eleven children, five of
whom died in infancy and six yet surviving, viz., Clement L . , Florence V., Arthur R.,
Emma A., Ida B., and John C. Mr. and Mrs. Getter are members of the Lutheran
Church, and respected, worthy citizens.
ISAAC HAINES, P. O., Dayton, Superintendent of the County Infirmary,
was born in Lancaster Co., Pa., Nov. 19, 1827, and is a son of Allen and Nancy
(Lemmon) Haines, he a native of Pennsylvania, and she of Ireland, who came to
Montgomery Co., Ohio, in 1828, where both resided until death. Our subject grew
up on the farm, receiving his education in the district schools. He was married
Aug. 17, 1818, to Barbara A. Teeter, a native of Ohio, born Dec. 17, 1829, and
daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth (Dunston) Teeter, natives of Virginia, who
settled in this county in 1832, where her mother died, her father yet residing here.
To Isaac and Barbara A. Haines seven children have been born, as follows:
Elizabeth A., Daniel W., (dec.) Sarah C , Birdie, (dec.) Walter, Emma, (dec.) and
Clarence E. Mr. Haines followed farming all his life, and in Jan., 1879, he was
appointed by the Directors, Superintendent of the County Infirmary, which official
position of trust and confidence he is still holding. Politically he is a staunch
Democrat, believing firmly in the rock-ribbed principles of Jeffersonian democracv.
He was trustee of Madison Township six years. He and wife are members of the
Christian Church, and he belongs to the I . O. O. F. Mr. Haines is an intelligent,
well read farmer, and is thoroughly competent of filling the position he now holds,
with credit to himself and satisfaction to the directors and citizens of Montgomery
County.
JOHN HISEB, farmer, P. 0., Dayton, is a son of John and Barbara Hiser,
and was born Aug. 9, 1811 lived at home until his marriage, Oct. 21, 1882, to
Mary Caylor, daughter of Daniel and Mary Caylor, of Jefferson Township. Her
mother was born in North Carolina, Dec. 28, 1792, is in possession of her mental
faculties, and bids fair to live a number of years yet. She was twice married. Her
first husband died March 23, 1838, and four years after she was married to Samuel
Noffsinger, who lived about nine years, thus again leaving her a widow. She is a
member of the German Baptist Church, and is spending her last days happily with
her daughter, Mrs. Hiser, which is the old homestead. Mr, and Mrs. Hiser are the
parents of two children, Mrs. David Hatterman, of this township, being the surviving one, and both are members of the German Beformed Church.
JOHN H . L I N E B A U G H , wagon-maker, P. 0., Ellerton. John H . Linebaugh, the subject of this sketch, was bom in the village of Myersville
Frederick Co., Md., in the year 1837, Nov. 26.
He spent his early life
with his parents, Jonathan and Catherine Shank Linebaugh. Mr. Linebaugh
is of German extraction. The vocation followed by our subject while with
his father, was farming. I n his boyhood he gained a fair common-school eduoa-
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tior, while living at home. But not feeling satisfied to stop there, attended
Dickinson College of Carlisle, Pa., thinking of graduating himself. But at the
breaking-out of the Bebellion changed somewhat his collegiate course, and his
school days there came to an end. I n the spring of 1863 Mr. Linebaugh came to
this county, a single man in search of his fortune, locating in Jefferson Township,
where he married Margaret J. Patten, daughter of Samuel and Margaret Patten,
residents of this county. The fruits of their union are as follows: Charles F.,
John Edward, Loiza Alice, Elcie Jane, Henry Mason and Thomas Patten, all
living but Charles Franklin, John Edward and Loiza Alice. After marriage Mr.
Linebaugh moved to Indiana, to make his home and follow teaching, but not finding matters just as expiected came back to Ohio and located at Liberty, teaching
their school six months, after which time he moved to Gettersburg and lived on a
place then owned by Mr. Snepp, while building his house, the present home, Mr.
Linebaugh's present vocation being farming, wagon-making and undertaking. He
was elected to the office of Magistrate in the summer of 1869, and has held that
position ever since, discharging his duties with ability and alacrity. I n politics a
Democrat and a warm supporter of Democratic principles ; also an active member
in the Reform Church, as also is his wife. Mr. Linebaugh began life with nothing,
but has been quite prosperous in all his business interests. He is a man largely
known in his locality, being a good neighbor, a kind husband and father, wholesome in all his habits and a man highly resjjected throughout the county.
L E V I P. MEDLAR, farmer, P. 0., Dayton, is the son of Samuel and Mary
(Staver) Medlar, he a native of Berks Co., Pa., and emigrated to this county
1832; she born in this county. They were the parents of eight children, five sons
and three daughters, viz: Levi P., of this sketch, Hiram, Elizabeth, Alvin L.,
Benton I . , Daniel W., Clara A. and Amelia M. The subject of this sketch was
born May 23, 1848, and lived with his parents until his majority. Sept. 26, 1875,
he was united in marriage with Susan E. Huffman, born May 23, 1852, daughter
of John and Elizabeth (Fink) Huffman, natives of Lebanon Co., Pa., who emigrated to this county about 1835. He died 1859, she surviving him. Since his
marriage our subject has purchased a home in Sec. 4. By this union they have
had three children, two living—a son and a daughter—viz: Luther E., born Feb.
22, 1878; Laura May, born May 23, 1880. He is a member of the Reformed and
she of the Lutheran Church.
CORNELIUS MICHAEL, farmer and manufacturer of sorghum syrup, P. 0.,
Dayton, is a son of John and Charlotte Michael, natives of Frederick Co., Md., who
came to this township in 1836, and settled upon the farm where he yet resides.
He began life in Ohio a poor man, but by well directed effort he has accumulated
a large property, being now considered one of the wealthiest men of his township.
They have had nine children ; eight now survive. The subject of this sketch was
born May 10, 1830, and came to this county with his parents, with whom he lived
until 25 years of age, his schooling being little. He was married Aug. 12, 1855,
to Sophia Crouder, daughter of Jacob and Rachel Crouder, of German Township,
this county, who was born May 9, 1838. Of this union ten children have been
given them, viz : John W., Noah E., Jacob A., George W., Emanuel (deceased)
Seabery F., Laura M., Ora E., Edward L . and Clara S. Mr. Michael, wife and
eldest son are members of the United Brethren Church. For the three years following his marriage Mr. Michael worked by the day and on rented land, after
which he rented farms for five years; at the expiration of this time he bought 12|
acres of land near Carrollton Station, upon which he built a factory for the manufacture of sorghum syrup, and continued this business successfully at that point for
six years, when he sold out and bought the farm of 120 acres, where he has since
resided. Beside running his farm he still manufactures sorghum, and, having the
latest and best-improved machinery, produces a superior article of syrup. Mr.
Michael deserves praise for the steady success he has made in life, having by his
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own efforts accumulated a handsome property, the legitimate result of persistent
industry and rigid saving.
GEORGE M I L L E R , blacksmith and farmer, P. 0., Ellerton, was born m
Germany, Dec. 23, 1831, and is a son of G. and Catherine (Staub) Miller, who
were the parents of seven children, four now living, viz: Henry, George, Catherine
and Conrad. Our subject emigrated to the United States in March, 1852, and
engaged in farm work in Delaware, and the following May went to New York,
possessing a capital of about $50, and there worked on a farm about six months,
then came west to Circleville, Ohio, where he served a three years apprenticeship
at the blacksmith trade, afterwards working about one year as a journeyman^ for
the same firm. He then came to Dayton, Ohio, worked three months in a carriage
shop and the following three years was employed in the Union carshops, from
where he went to Germantown, this county; remained there one year, working
at his trade ; thence to Sunsbury, where he commenced in business for himself,
which he prosecuted about nine years ; then came to Gettersburg and purchased
the comfortable residence where he now lives. Here he continued the blacksmithing business for about ten years, since which time he has devoted his attention
principally to the raising of tobacco, and has been very successful. He was married
in 1855 to Mary A. Schaffer, of Dayton, daughter of the Rev. Absalom Schafier,
who was Pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Dayton for many .years.
Mrs. Miller was born in 1832, and had four children by this union, viz ; David,
Isaiah, Clara and Sarah M . The mother dying Aug. 25, 1871, Mr. Miller married
for his second wife Mrs. Anna Beck, daughter of John Getter, who died March 25,
1879 without issue. I n religions belief Mr. Miller is a Lutheran, as were his parents
before him ; yet he is a man of liberal views, devoid of narrow-mindedness, and is
much respected by friends and neighbors.
ABSALOM NICHOLAS, (deceased) was born in this township, upon the farm
where his widow now lives, Aug. 16, 1828, and was a son of Abraham and Mary
Nicholas, pioneers of Montgomery Co., Ohio. Our subject grew to maturity on
the old homestead and, like all pioneer children, received his education in the
school of his district. He was married June 5, 1851, to Mary A. Rowlands, a
native of Wales, who came to this country with her parents, Rowland and Elizabeth Rowlands, when she was a small child. To Absalom and Mary A. Nicholas
seven children were born, five of whom are living—Elizabeth J. (wife of Peter
Little, of Dayton), Joseph L . , Catherine F. (wife of Franklin Puterbaugh, of
Harrison Township), Abraham R. and Laura V. Mr. Nicholas was much respected
and was often offered official position in his township, but declined on account of
poor health. He died Sept. 22, 1871, a faithful member of the United Brethren
Church, to which denomination his widow and three of the children also belong,
and one daughter adheres to the Baptist Church.
HENRY RECHER, retired farmer, P. 0., Liberty. The grandparents of this
well-to-do farmer were Peter and Elizabeth (Protzman) Recher, natives, respectively, of Pennsylvania and Maryland, who came to Jefferson Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio, in 1805, settling on Little Bear Creek, where they passed the
balance of their days. They raised a family of eight boys and two girls, viz: Peter,
Joseph, Jacob, Daniel, Frederick, John, Elias, Lewis, Lica and Susan, one of the
daughters being the first wife of the Rev. David Winters, and all of the sons marrying but Jacob. Of the above Joseph, Peter and Lewis, with their wives, are
living, also the wives of Daniel and Frederick. The father of our subject was
Daniel, who was but two years old when his parents came to this county, and here
he grew to manhood amidst the primitive woods and frontier scenes of the Miami
Valley, growing up pure, rugged and free like the giant-trees surrounding his cabin
home. Upon reaching his maturity he was married to Mary Magdalene Apple,
daughter of Henry Apple, who came from Pennsylvania, with his wife and family,
about the same time as the Rechers, settling 1^ miles north of them, where they
lived a short time; then moved to the vicinity of Farmersville, where he and wife
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died Henry Apple was the father of six hoys and seven girls, viz : John, Henry,
Georgee, Elias, Enoch, Daniel, Margaret, Catherine, Elizabeth,
,,,„.„,„ ••«> Eaf,
»«>», Mary
>>t.n \ MagdaJen, Barbara and Lena, of winch the following are living: Elias, Enoch, Daniel,
Margaret, Catherine, Eaf, Mary Magdalen and Lena, all of whom were married
and temperate, respected people. To Daniel and Mary Magdalen Becher were
born three children, viz; Henry, Phillip, (who died in"infancy) and Lydia (the
wife of C. Becker, of Dayton). Our subject was born upon the old homestead in
Jefferson Township, July 22, 1831; grew up under the parental roof, and attended
the district-school of his neighborhood, where he received a limited education, hut,
possessing a large store of good common sense, he has been moderately successful'
m life, for which he is very thankful to the great Buler who watches over all. He
was married Jan. 11, 1855, to Nancy Kelsey, daughter of David and Margaret
(Nicholas) Kelsey, natives of Ohio, who are now spending their last days with Mrs.
Becher, he being in his 79th and his wife in her 73d year. Mrs. Becher was the'
eldest daughter in a family of seven children, viz: James K. (deceased), Nancy,
Bache! (deceased), Sarah, Juhann, Lydia A. and William, the living being married
and having families. Mrs. Recher was born .May 17, 1830, and has had one
daughter by this union, Laura E., born Aug. 23, 1856, who married Enos Michael
eight years ago, to whom she has borne one son, Clarence E. Mr. Becher's father
died fifteen years ago, and his mother is now living with her daughter, Mrs. Becker.
Our subject, after marriage, settled on the farm where he now resides, most of
which he cleared, also quarrying stone, burning lime and making sorghum molasses,
the latter of which he manufactured on a large scale. Beginning with one horse for
grinding cane., and boiling the juice in the old fashioned way, lie soon changed this
for the more modern steam engine, finally using a forty-horse power engine, and
boiling by steam. After this he began buying logs and running a saw-mill, in all
ot which he displayed the same energy, honesty and success. He operated the first
steam thresher m the township, also the first circle clips saw-mill; bought and sold
a great deal of land, but in all his dealings no man could ever say that they did
not receive every cent the contract called for. Politically, Mr. Recher is a Democrat, and since his 18th year has been a devoted member of the Lutheran Church,
his wife joining the United Brethren soon after marriage, to which church her
i l W

a

n d W l f e

a l S 0

h e l m l

M r

Tri!
"'
- Recher is ever anxious to further the interests
of Christianity, and his time and money are always ready to assist and encourage
Cod s needy poor. Every benevolent purpose finds in him a warm friend and
earnest supporter, and the temperance cause has no more determined advocate
and defender He is a good neighbor, a fond father, a provident husband and
an earnest Christian, whose whole desire is to try and serve the Lord by eveiy
means in his power.
JAMES A. RIDENOUR, Minister, P. 0. Ellerton. The subject of this sketch,
Elder James A. Ridenour, was born July 12, A. D. 1840, in Portland Township,
Preston County, W. Va. His parents' names were Jacob and Mary. He was
raised a farmer; his parents being poor and school facilities not being what they
are now, he enjoyed but a, limited education. I n June, 1861, he entered the ministry m the German Baptist Church, having been a member of that denomination
since his sixteenth year. On the 12th of September, 1861, he was united in marriage with Mary E. Bucklew, of the same countv and State aforesaid. I n the
spring of 1863, he, with his wife, moved to Selbysport, Garrett County, Maryland, and m the spring of 1864 they removed back again to West Virginia, locating m the hounds of the Sandy Creek congregation, some twenty-five miles from
the place of his birth. For this congregation he preached sixteen years. In the
spring of 1880, he, with his wife and nine children, removed to Montgomery
County, Ohio, locating on the Germantown pike, three miles west of Dayton, for
one year, and m the spring of 1881 he moved five miles further west to his little
farm near Gettersburg, in Jefferson Township, where he still resides, and at
present preaches for three congregations, the one in which he lives, in Montgomery
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County, one in Greene County and one in Preble County. He has at this time
ten children—six sons and four daughters, nine are living and one is dead. Tbe
names of the living in the order of their ages are: James Q., Nancy E., John
W., Martin W., Jacob P., Mary A., Eliza M., Sylvanus F. and Violet C , and the
name of the one deceased was Samuel C. ; he died in infancy. His labors m the
ministry were mostly confined to the congregations in which he resided, from the
firsi up to 1875. On the 7th of January, 1876, he had the misfortune to be burnt
out, so completely burnt out that he was left penniless, turned out in the midst of
winter, with wife and eight children, all without a suit of clothes. The fire was
during the night, and, being awakened by the flames, he, with difficulty and at
the risk of his own life, succeeded in saving the family, but not without himself
being seriously injured by the flames. Some of the children had to be dropped
from the second-story to the ground, as the only means by which they could be
saved. Fortunately, none were hurt. The entire family had to escape from the
burning building by knocking out windows and escaping directly from the bedrooms; the fire had possession of the doors; there was no insurance, hence all was
lost. From the time of this sad occurrence up to the present he has spent a considerable portion of his time traveling as an evangelist, preaching and baptizing
hundreds of penitent believers, who confessed Christ. This work he loves above any
other of his life. His labors as an evangelist extended to several different States.
I t was while on one of these tours that he first visited the Miami Valley, about
February, 1879, and while pursuing his labors at Liberty, Sharpsburg, Trotwood,
Dayton and other places, his brethren and friends solicited him to move with his
family to Ohio, holding out as an inducement for him to do so a donation of
$3,000, to assist him in procuring a home. He now lives on the little farm above
alluded to, contented and happy, and tries, by his faithful labors in the ministry, to
render satisfaction to his brethren and friends as an equivalent for the favor, hoping that a longer and more intimate acquaintance will only tend to increase and
strengthen their affection for each other.
JOHN T. SNEPP, farmer, P. 0. Ellerton, is a son of John and Catherine
(Rhodaheffer) Snepp; was born Dec. 2, 1811, and lived with his parents until his
majority, when he spent two years at Wittenburg college, Springfield, Ohio, after
which he continued to assist his father on the farm. He was married Jan. 7,
1868, to Martha A. Snider, who was born July 8, 1840. She was a daughter of
Adam and Mary (Haymaker) Snider; he a native of Baltimore, Md., and she of
Rockbridge Co., Va., who were the parents of six children, viz., Sarah J., Nancy C ,
John T., Martha A., Mary E. and Frances S. The only son, John T., was a member
of the 93d O. V. I . ; was taken prisoner at the hattie of Stone River; suffered the
starvation and misery of Anderson ville, and afterwards of Florence, Tenn., where
he was exchanged, but the joyful news came too late and that very day he was
numbered among the dead, and sleeps in a Southern grave. Mr. and Mrs. Snepp
are the parents of four sons, viz., Samuel E., born Oct. 31, 1868; Hugh A., born
March 2, 1870; Arther E., born Jan. 13, 1872; Lauren H . , born Sept. 13, 1873.
He is a member of the Lutheran and she of the Reformed Church. She has been
quite a Sabbath-school worker. He has been Township Olerk for the past five
years, filling that position with credit to himself and honor to his fehow men.
They have a very pleasant home on Sec. 28, where they enjoy the esteem and
respect of their neighbors and many friends.
SAMUEL SNEPP, farmer, P. 0. Ellerton, is the son of John Snepp, whose
biography appears in this work. Samuel, the subject of this sketch, was born in
this township July 30, 1845. Lived at home with his parents until his majority,
assisting upon the farm and attending school. For three winters after his
majority he attended school at Wittenburg College, Springfield, Ohio. Oct. 15,
1875, he was united in marriage to Elizabeth Snider, daughter of Adam and
Mary (Haymaker) Snider, who are made mention of in the biography of John T.
Snepp in this book. By this union they have had two daughters, viz., Mary C ,
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born Jan. 17, 1877, died Oct. 1, 1877; Edith, born March 4, 1878, and died
Aug. 20, 1880. Since their m arriage he has continued to live upon the homestead in Sec. 27, where he has a bright prospect for the future. Ele is an
acceptable member of the Lutheran Church and she of the German Reformed.
PAUL STUPP, farmer, P. 0. Ellerton. Paul Stupp, the subject of this
sketch, was born in Lebanon Co., Penn., in March 1859, and lived with his
father, assisting upon the farm and attending school during winter. His father
emigrated from Pennsylvania April, 1871, and has resided in this county since
that time. He is the son of John and Amelia (Yeizer) Stupp. Amelia Yeizer was
the daughter of Peter and Rebecca (Gerrett) Yeizer, born Oct. 19, 1832. John
and Amelia (Yeizer) Stupp were married June 17, 1850. By this union tfiey were
the parents of four children—three living, one son and two daughters, viz.,
Bebecca, bom June 28, 1857; Paul, born in March, 1859, and Katie, wife of
William Lucas, born April 28, 1862. Dec. 21, 1863, Amelia (Yeizer) Stupp, died
in Lebanon Co., Penn. Mr. Stupp lived a widower until Aug. 4, 1866, when he
was united in marriage with Henriette Ibach, daughter of Lawrence J. and Leah
(Matthews) Ibach, of Lebanon Co. Penn., (she was born Jan. 19, 1840.) John
and Henriette (Ibach) Stupp are the jjarents of four children, one son and three
daughters, viz., Elizabeth S., born June 17, 1867; Emma, born March 31, 1870;
Sallie, born Sept. 14, 1876, and Charlie, born Sept. 28, 1878. John Stupp is the son
of William and Lydia (Forry) Stupp. They were born in Berks Co., Penn., and were
the parents of five children, Caroline, John, Harriet, Purseville and Edmund. Lydia
(Forry) Stupp died, and William was then united in marriage with Elizabeth
Groby. By this union they had three children, one son and two daughters, Lydia,
Emma, (deceased), and William Stupp. Peter and Rebecca (Gerrett) Yeizer were
the parents of seven children—three living besides Mrs. Stupp and three others
deceased. Henriette Ibach, John Stupp's second wife, is the daughter of Lawrence
J. and Leah (Matthews) Ibach. Lawrence J. and Leah are the parents of ten
children, viz., Sarah, Burger, Henriette, (John and James deceased) Franklin,
Charles. William, Lawrence and Emma. Lawrence J. Ibach, marked the astronomical calculations of the principal almanacs in use, his being considered the
most correct. He is a blacksmith and lives in Lebanon Co. Penn.
ABRAHAM TROXELL, farmer, P. O. Liberty. The subject of our sketch,
Abraham Troxell, was born in Miami Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio, iu the
year 1832, Jan. 25. His parents, Samuel Troxell and Rosanna (Weaver) Troxell,
were natives of Pennsylvania.
They emigrated to Ohio and located with their
parents in Miami Township aud grew to man and womanhood. The father and
mother of our subject were not married until full maturity, and the fruits of marriage are as follows: Mary Ann, Lewis and Abraham. Lewis died in his sixteenth
year. Mr. Troxell, in his boyhood, lived under the parental roof until reaching
his eighteenth year, after which time he worked by the month two seasons. Then
began life for himself ; raised tobacco and butchered until his marriage, in 1853,
to Rebecca Protzman, daughter of John and Margaret Protzman. Their niarriaga has been quite fruitful; have had born to them Minerva L . , Mary E.,
Charles E., George W., Lovie A., William A. Ida May and Minnie A. ; all living
but Ida May, who died at the age of six months. Mr. and Mrs. Troxell are blessed
w'ith the society of their children except a little babe and Minerva L . , who has
taken upon herself the burthen of a family, her husband's name being David Philbaum. After the marriage of our subject he was engaged in the grocery business one year, after which time he went to farming, and bought the farm where
he now lives, in Jefferson Township, having made valuable improvements to his
home, thereby making it really desirable.
From the appearance of his place one
can only say Mr. Troxell has been a financial success. He is looked upon ¡ís
one of the leading farmers of -his township, and has always, and is to-day, regarded as one of the most charitable men in our land, being ready to administer to
the wants of the needy. Neither is he alone in these deeds of charity. The same
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qualities are possessed by the entire family. He has served the people of his
township in places of public trust, having been elected Township Trustee four
times. May prosperity reward him and his for their many deeds of charity and
kindness.

MADISON TOWNSHIP.
SAMUEL BASORE, farmer; P. 0., Trotwood, is a native of Lebanon Co-,
Pa. He is a son of Benjamin and Mary Basore, both natives of the Keystone
State. Our subject's early life was spent on the farm in a manner incident to
youth. But on arriving at the age of maturity, he learned the trade of cooper,
which he followed for many years in Pennsylvania and for fourteen years after
coming to this State. About thirty-five years ago he was mariied to Lydia Fetters.
They are parents of eight children, viz. : Absolom, Sarah, Catharine, Susannah,
Lydia, Samuel and John living, and an infant deceased. About twenty years ago
Mr. Basore abandoned the trade of cooper and bought the farm of 100 acres on
which he lives and devoted his energies to the raising of grain and stock. He has
added to his possessions a farm of 165 acres in Butler Township. Mr. Basore's
success in life has been due entirely to his own exertions, and as we gaze with
admiration on the granaries filled with the life giving products, we are constrained
to say, by his labor, industry, perseverance and integrity he has made himself one
of the substantial farmers of Madison Township.
ABB AHAM DENLLNGEB, farmer; P. 0., Box 791, Dayton. The subject
of this sketch is a native of Lancaster Co., Pa., bom Aug. 4, 1806. He is a son
of Abraham and Annie (Neff ) Denhnger. His parents dying when he was but
a hoy, he lived with his grandfather until after he attained the age of 17. He then
engaged to learn the trade of blacksmith with Amos Cooper, near Lancaster,
where he remained two years, after which he worked with his uncle, Isaac Bresler.
He then farmed for the widow of Michael Sechrist about one year. Again he
returned to Amos Cooper and worked two years more at the trade. Being dissatisfied with the opportunities offered to young men in that section, he decided
to come to Ohio on a tour of inspection, and in the spring of 1882, carried it into
execution. While here he bought the farm on which he now resides. He then
returned to his old home, where he remained until the fall of the same year, completing his arrangements for leaving for his permanent home. He has been twdce
married. First to Margaret Miller, daughter of Daniel Miller, in the spring of
1883. Seven children were the residt of this union, four of whom are still living.
David, born March 25, 1838, was killed in the service of his country at Atlanta,
Ga. Mr. Denlinger's second marriage was consummated in April, 1865, with
Eliza Linville.
After coming to this State Mr. D. foUowed his trade in connection with farming for a year or two, after which he devoted his entire attention to the farm until
his mechanical head planned and his once skilled hand wrought out a wire horse
rake. Of these he made and sold between five and six thousand, they being the
first in this section of the country. For a number of years past he has spent his
time quietly on the farm and only wrought out such inventions as his active
genius could invent for his own comfort and use, such as farm implements, selfopening gates, etc. Some fourteen years ago Mr. D. was afflicted wdth dropsy in
the severest form. He tried unsuccessfully the different modes of treatment
wdiich the most skillful physicians could offer, with no good results. He then
determined on a regular cold water treatment, which he continued for three

•320

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES :

years, and effected a perfect cure, since which time he has enjoyed excellent health
Mr. 1). was reared among the Friends in Pennsylvania, and 'though not a member
of the sect still leans fondly toward that faith.
A. A. DENLINGER, farmer; P. 0., Trotwood, was the son of Abraham and
Margaret Denhnger. Born Feb. 25, 1836, in Montgomery Co., Ohio. Acquired
his education m the common schools, starting out iu life at the age of 21 years
He married Miss Sarah Garber, an accomplished lady. They are the parents
of eight children: Lonoina, Clara, Ira, Anna, Liza, Laura, Edgar and Elmer, who
are all living. The mother departed this life March 1, 1872, leaving the father
and eight children to mourn the loss. He lived a widower for three years, then
married a lady by the name of Anna Bowman. They have three children, Austin,
Stella, Sybilton, who are all living at the present writing. Our subject was elected
Trustee of Madison Township in the year 1868, and has retained the office every
year except one up to the present writing. He has been a member of the school
board for over twelve years, and takes an active part in the way of educating the
youth. He now owns a farm of 100 acres, beautifully situated and well cultivated.
He is also an active worker in the Democratic party, and is well situated for enjoying the pleasures of this life.
W I L L I A M G I L L I A M , retired farmer; P. 0., Trotwood. Was born in the
State of Kentucky, Dec. 2, 1807. He is a son of Richard GiUiam, deceased of
Champaign Co., Ohio. Eichard was born in Virginia, where he was united in marriage to Martha Hodge, of Virginia. By this union there were born to them five
children, William, the subject of this sketch, the only one now living. Richard
and family emigrated to Kentucky, and from there he moved to Ohio and settled
m Clark Co., m a very early day. He then moved to Champaign Co., where he
died. His widow, Martha, and family returned to Virginia, where she died. William was left an orphan when quite young. He had to make his home with
strangers. He, however, by "pluck and energy," pushed himself along in life. He
learned the tanner and currier trade; seiwed three years as an apprentice;
worked five years as a journeyman. He then engaged in the business two years for
himself m Rockingham Co., Va. He was united in marriage Feb. 26, 1833, to
Miss Anna Rife, of Rockingham Co., Va. By this union there has been born
to them ten children, six of whom are now living, viz.: Mary A., born Dec, 17,
1835; Andrew, born April 21, 1840. He is married to Miss Elizabeth Nicely,
a daughter of Jacob Nicely, of Randolph Township. Andrew now resides in
Miami City, Ohio. Frances, born April 20, 1844, now the wife of WiUiam
Gunther, of Madison Township. Jonathan, bom Nov. 2, 1850; he is married
to Miss Martha Seybold, a daughter of David Seybold, of Randolph Township.
Amanda, born Nov. 6, 1852, and Sidney, born Oct. 27, 1859. William emigrated
to Ohio and settled in Madison Township, Montgomery County, in 1835. I n the
same year he moved to Perry Township, where he remained some four years,
when he returned to Madison Township, where he has since lived. He taught
school in Virginia, and after having come to Ohio, he taught in Perry and Madison
townships.
Mr. Gilliam has served as a School Director a number of terms in his school
district. He was elected Township Trustee one term. Was elected a Justice
of the Peace, but refused to serve. He was elected Township Clerk in 1854, and
continued in the office until 1874, in all twenty years in Madison Township. Mr.
Gilham owns a farm of 146 acres of land where he lives adjoining Trotwood. His
Z 'n n '
German Baptist Church and has been since 1836.
Mr •Gilham, on account of his age, has quit farming. His son Jonathan is living
on the old home place, engaged in farming it. Sidney E. is a school teacher. She
nas taught school for the past two or three years.
LEWIS C. K I M M E L , County Commissioner; P. O., Play ton. This gentleman belongs to a family of this county of distinguished Revolutionary fame.
-David Kimmel, the great grandparent and founder of the family in America, was
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bom among the mountains of Switzerland. He came to tins country in 1760,
settling in what is now known as York Co., Pa. At the breaking out of the Revolutionary War, David, his son and grandparent of the present family, quickly
embraced the cause of the patriots. The principles of liberty instilled in his heart,
in his own native Republic, and the remembrances of the songs of freedom he had
from infancy listened to in his Alpine home, were enough to guide his arm in the
struggle of his adopted country. He was with Washington in his marches and
engagements in New York and New Jersey. He was among those who made the
famed and perilous trip across the Delaware in midwinter, and as a result of the
undertaking capturing Trenton and the Hessian soldiers. He participated in
the victorious battle of Princeton, fought in the terrible and disastrous battle
of Brandywine, witnessed Burgoyne's surrender at Saratoga, and suffered with copatriots the miseries and privations of Valley Forge. For seven years he fought
the good fight as one of the heroes of '76, and at last witnessed and participated
in the culmination of that grand struggle for liberty and independence, the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown. After the war this old hero returned to his
home to quietly and peacefully engage in the pursuits of his life, and henceforth
enjoy the liberty he had so gallantly fought to win. Lewis Kimmel's grandparent,
on his mother's side, Samuel Niswonger, from whom the Niswongers of this county
descended, also greatly distinguished himself in the Revolution, being in almost all
the principal battles fought in the North.
David Kimmel, the grandparent, had six children, and with Lewis, the father
of our subject, came to Ohio in 1817, settling in Madison Township, this county.
Lewis lived on this farm up to the time of his death, about five years ago. Samuel
Niswonger came to this country in 1791. He belonged to the River Brethren,
a branch of the Dunkard Church. David Kimmel belonged to the Dunkard sect
proper. The remains of both of these Revolutionary soldiers rest in the burial
ground of the Dunkard Church, seven miles west of Dayton. Lewis, Sr., had
twelve children, eleven now living, of whom Lewis, Jr., our subject, was born in
1848. His boyhood career was that of a farmer boy, working on the farm in summer and attending school in winter. I n politics he is a Democrat, following the
example of his father, who had marshalled under Jackson and the earlier Democratic fathers. Up to the time of his election to the office of County Commissioner,
he had never sought office. The office he now occupies is one of much importance
to the people, involving, as it does, the supervision and'control of all the monies of
the county, and Mr. K. was triumphantly elected to it only after a bitter partizan
fight. I t is but just to say that Mr. Kimmel has always received the hearty cooperation of his colleagues in an effort to maintain the dignity and economically
administer the business of this high and responsible office. He was married on the
12th of September, 1872, to Miss May Miller, daughter of John Miller, on the
Eaton Pike, in Jefferson Township, Montgomery County. By her he has had two
children, both living, a boy 6 years old and a girl 8 years old.
M. LANDIS, farmer; P. 0., Trotwood. Mr. Landis is a farmer and tobacco
raiser. Our subject was the son of Abraham and Mary Landis, was born in Madison Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio, in the year 1836, June 10. Attained his
education m the common schools. Started out in life at the age of 19 years; married Mary Schock in the year 1861. Bought seven acres of his father's old home
farm, living on it 'till 1865, he then bought the farm he now owns of 51 acres,
winch is well cultivated in raising grain and tobacco. He is an active politician in
the Democratic party, and has been a Township Trustee since 1873, he is also a
member of the school board, and takes an active interest in education.
P H I L I P STETTLER, retired fanner; P. 0., Trotwood. The subject of this
memoir was born m Miami Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio, Feb, 4, 1813 His
father, Daniel Stettler, was a native of Berks Co., Pa, He was born in June, 1773
His grand father, George V. Stettler, emigrated from Pennsylvania, and settled in
Miami township, Montgomery Co., Ohio, in the year 1804,' where he lived until
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his death, April 23, 1815. Daniel Stettler, was united in marriage about the year
1810, to Catharine Gehres. She was born in Pennsylvania, and emigrated to Ohio
in 1805. She lived in Butler Co., Ohio, at the time of her marriage. This union
was blessed by the birth of four children, two of whom are now living, viz : Philip,
the subject of this memoir, and Hannah, wife of Jacob Sehen, of Miamisburg,
Ohio. Daniel was a soldier in the war of 1812. He died in Miami Township,
June, 1853, in his 80th year. His wife, Catharine, died Nov. 27, 1863. She was
born in the year 1783. Philip was reared on his father's farm in Miami Township,
until he was married, excepting a part of the time when he learned and worked at
the cooper trade. He was united in marriage July 3, 1838, to Mary Ann Bertels.a
daughter of John Bertels, of Jefferson Township. He was born in Hamburgh,
Prussia, Oct. 20, 1788. He emigrated to America and settled in Pennsylvania, in
the year 1800. He served as a soldier in the war of 1812. He was married to
Catharine Elizabeth Moyer, of Berks Co., Pa. He emigrated to Ohio in 1831,
and settled in Jefferson Township, Montgomery Co. He died Jan. 30, 1853. His
widow died April, 1851, she was born July 22, 1802. By the marriage of Philip
and Mary Ann, there have been born to them four children, two of whom are now
living, viz: Monroe D., bom Nov. 1, 1846. He is united in marriage to Mrs. Dr.
Patten. He resides iu Madison Township, and Francis C , born Nov. 0, 1856.
Mr. S. is a member of the German Reformed Church, and his wife is a member of
the Lutheran Church. Mr. Stettler moved to Madison Township, March 31,1864.
He is the owner of a farm where he lives, near Trotwood, of 158 acres. Mr. S.
served one term as a Township Trustee in Madison Township. He is a man who
does not seek jiolitical preferment, but prefers to follow the more certain and quiet
life of a farmer. He is now in the declining days of his life, reaping the reward
of an industrious and economical career.
STEPHEN ULLERY, farmer; P. 0., Trotwood. The subject of this
memoir was born in Randolph Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio, June 11, 1831.
His father, Samuel Ullery, was a native of Huntington Co., Pa. He was born in
the year 1794. The father of Samuel, Stepjhen Ullery, emigrated to Ohio from
Pennsylvania, and settled in Montgomery County in 1811. Samuel was united in
marriage to Miss Susan Miller. By this union there was born to them one child, viz:
Susan, now the wife of David Beechley, of Madison Township. His wdfe, Susan,
died and he was united in marriage to his second wife, Susan Whitehead, a
daughter of Valentine Whitehead, of Madison Township, deceased. By this union
there were born to them ten children, eight of whom are now living, viz: Moses,
who lives in Madison Township; Aaron, who lives in Randolph Township; Stephen,
of Madison Township; Mary, now wife of David Cripe, of Madison Township;
Samuel of Madison Township ; Christopher of Madison Township, and Valentine
of Dakota Territory. Samuel Ullery lived and died a member of the German Baptist Church. He departed this life Jan. 23, 1865. His widow is still living, and
is a member of the same church. Stephen, the subject of this memoir, was reared
a farmer, and has since followed the choice of his youth. He was united in
marriage May 23, 1850, to Maria C. Mumma, a daughter of Samuel Mumma, of
Harrison Township, deceased. She was bom April 1882. The marriage ceremony was performed by Rev. Priser, of the Lutheran Church. This marriage
has been blessed by the birth of eleven children, of whom eight are now living, viz:
Samuel, Susan, wife of Perry Holler, of Madison Towmship, Stephen E., Katie J.,
now the wife of Greely Pfoutz, of Madison Township, Ira C , Amos S., Monroe D.
and Harry C. Mr. and Mrs. Ullery are members of the German Baptist Church.
Mr. Ullery has been a resident of Montgomery County since his birth, in 1831.
He is the owner of a farm of 97 acres of land, where he lives, near Trotwood, in
Madison Township.
JOHN VANIMAN, farmer; P. O., Trotwood. The subject of this memoir
was born in Madison Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio, March 2, 1823. His
father, Jacob Vaniman, was born in the year 1793, in the State of Pennsyl-
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vania. He emigrated to Ohio from Pennsylvania, in the year 1803, and settled in
Madison Township, Montgomery County. Jacob Vaniman was united m marriage
to Miss Polly Bowman, a daughter of David* Bowman, of Jefferson Township,
deceased. This union was blessed by the birth of ten children, eight of whom are
now living, viz : John, the subject of this memoir; Elizabeth, now the wife of Jacob
Garber, of Madison Towhship; David, who lives in Illinois; Jacob of Illinois;
Daniel of Blinois ; Polly, wife of Samuel Teter, of Madison Township ; Barbara,
wife of Samuel W. Stutsman of Blinois. Jacob Vaniman was a member of the
German Baptist Church. He departed this life in the year 1861. John, the
subject of this memoir was reared a farmer, and has since followed the choice of his
youth. He was united in marriage March 27, 1811, to Elizabeth Landis, a daughter
of Samuel Landis, of Jefferson Township, deceased. By this marriage there have
been born to them nine children, all of whom are now living, viz: Mary, the wife
of Martin Niswander, of Madison Township; Catharine, wife of Daniel Garber,
of Darke Co., Ohio; Elizabeth, wife of Noah Eby of Illinois; David, of Madison
Township; Samuel of Washington Township; Daniel W., Sarah, Barbara and
Kachael. Elizabeth departed this life, Sept. 7, 1870. She was a member of the
German Baptist Church. Mr. Vaniman was united to his second wife, Barbara
Cripe, (nee Brandt,) a daughter of Abraham Brandt, deceased, May 17, 1873. Mr.
Vaniman united with the German Baptist Church in the year 1813. The baptismal service was performed by John Brower, a minister of the church of his
choice. His wife, Barbara, united with the same church in the year 1811. Mr.
Vaniman moved upon the farm which he now owns, of 134 acres of land, in Madison Township, in 1864, where he has since continued to reside. Mr.Vaniman has
been elected a number of terms as a school director in his district.
MBS. SABAH WEAVER, P. 0., Mummaville. The subject of this sketch
was horn in Jefferson Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio, June 2, 1822. She is a
daughter of James Oliver, late of Jefferson Township, deceased. James Oliver
WAS a native of Rockingham Co., Va. Sarah was united in marriage June 6, 1843,
to George Weaver. He was born Nov. 8, 1808, in Rockingham Co., Va. By this
union there was born to them one child, who is still living, viz : Mary Ami, born
Jan. 16, 1844. I n the year 1846, George Weaver -settled in Madison Township,
where he lived until his death, March 28, 1880. His widow, the subject of this
memoir, is still living on the old homestead in Madison Township. Mrs. Weaver
is a member of the German Baptist Church. She united with the church in 1880,
The baptismal services were performed by John Smith, a minister of the church of
her choice. Her daughter, Mary Ann, was united in marriage Jan. 22, 1860, to
Dr. C. Patten of Union, Randolph Township. By this marriage there was born
to them one child, viz: George O., born March 19, 1862. Dr. C. Patten died May
1, 1863. His widow, Mary Aim, was united in marriage to her second husband,
Monroe D. Stettler, May 1, 1863. By this union there has been born to them
one child, viz: Harry N., born Feb. 26, 1876. (For a history of Monroe D. see
sketch of Phillip Stettler.) Monroe D. lives on the "old" Weaver homestead.
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JOHN A L L E N , farmer; P.O. Brandt, Miami Co., was born in Monmouth Co.,
N. J., Nov. 19, 1797, of parents, William and Sarah (Johnston) Allen, natives of the
same county and State, the latter dying when our subject was only four years of age,
and ten years later he was an orphan, his father dying in 1811, soon after which
he was hound as an apprentice to a blacksmith, until 21 years of age. During the
lifetime of his father he received the usual rudimentary training that the schools of
\
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the period afforded, and in the indenture it was stated that four months schooling
should he given him. I t was under these circumstances that Mr. Allen began life.
After reaching his majority, and having served his time as an apprentice, he left
the State of his nativity on foot, in the month of August, bound for Ohio. Arriving at Franklin, Warren County, that same month, he at once found employment,
and worked iu that village at ironing wagons until the middle of December, when
he returned to New Jersey, and on the 15th of the following June, was united in
marriage with Margaret johnes of Middlesex County. On the 4th of June, 1830,
he emigrated to Ohio, having then three children, namely: Sarah, Andrew J. and
Stephen J. He stopped for a while in the vicinity of Franklin, then removed (September 15,) to his present farm in Section 18, in the extreme northern part of
Montgomery Connty, (Wayne Township,) near the Miami County line, where he
has since resided. There have been added to his family here, William and Alice.
Of the five children, Andrew J. and Stephen J. are still living, the latter now serving
as County Treasurer. The wife's parents were natives, the father, Stephen Johnes,
of New Jersey, and the mother, —Titus, of Berks Co., Pa. The wife of our subject died Dec. 14, 1871. Mr. Allen has served the peojile of Wayne Township as
Trustee for twenty-three years. He is an intelligent and practical man, and one of
considerable business tact, which in connection with great industry, has enabled
him to amass quite a fortune. He and his sons now possessing in the neighborhood
of 1000 acres of land. I n politics he is a Democrat, and at one time was nominated on that ticket with Peter P. Lowe, of Dayton, for Representative in the State
Legislature, but was defeated. He is genial, kind-hearted, and has been a useful man to the citizens of the township and county, and Iiis home has ever been
hospitable, "the latch string ever out."
DAVID BASKINAN, retired farmer; P. 0., Osborn, Greene Co.,was born Oct 6,
1822. He received a common school education. When he attained the age of nine
years his father died, and he was thrown out to battle with the cruel world. He was
bound out to his uncle, but ran away, after being cruelly treated and over-worked
for two years He went home to his mother who had previously gone to housekeeping; remained with her, following agricultural pursuits, until he joined his
brother in tilling the soil for themselves. His brother sickened and died the same
year, and passed over the golden shore to the other side of the Jordan, from wdiencc
no traveler retumeth. David then rented land, tilled the soil for himself, and
boarded with his mother until his marriage in 1849, to Elizabeth, daughter of
John and Peggy Garber. He continued the occupation of farming, renting land
until 1851, when he purchased 100 acres where he now resides, and by untiring
industry and close attention to business, tempierate and industrious habits, he has
obtained a large amount of property. Mr. Baskinan is one of the staunch energetic men that has raised Montgomery County to its present standard. He was
elected to the offices of Township Trustee and Supervisor, and discharged the many
responsibilities incident to his official duties to the entire satisfaction of all concerned. He has never identified himself with any religious organization, hut is
moral in his deportment, honest, a kind and indulgent parent and husband, kind
and hospitable to all that come under his roof. He has won the respect and confidence of all with whom he is brought in contact. He was the father of two
children, one of whom is living, John H . , born Sepjt. 15, 1851.
JACOB B E Y L , retired farmer; P. O., Osborn Greene Co. The gentleman
whose name heads the following sketch, was one of the early settlers of this county,
and is now classed among its most prominent citizens. He is one of the staunch,
energetic men that have made the Buckeye State what i t is to-day. He was bom in
Northampton Co., Pa., Aug. 6,1806, and for twenty-one years aided his father in the
care of the home place. His education was very limited, being only such as could
be obtained in the district schools of the county, which were then not the best.
In 1827, at the age of 21 years he married Magdaline, the daughter of Jacob and
Aney Hartman. As a result of this union they had born to them seven children,
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of whom four are HOW living, viz: Elizabeth, Solomou, Catharine and Matilda.
After marriage he rented land of his father, and lived near the old homestead until
his father's death, when he purchased the home farm. Here he made his home
until 1838, when he came to Ohio, locating in Fairfield, Green County, and engaged
in the business of grocer. Not making a success of the new business he sold out,
went to Indiana, and again became a tiller of the soil on a farm he had previously
purchased. Tiring of his new home he disposed of his Indiana farm and returning
to the "Buckeye State," ojiene a grocery in Dayton, where he carried on successfully for nine months, at the expiration of which time he disposed of his stock and
made an extended visit to the place of his nativity. I n 1816 he returned to Ohio
and purchased the farm where he now resides, which contains 147 acres. At the
time of his taking possession there were but 30 acres of it under cultivation, but
with his usual untiring zeal he commenced the clearing of the balance, and now it
is all, with the exception of 15 acres, being tilled by this sturdy farmer's son, who
is caring for his father's farm. The improvements on the farm consist of a large
two-story brick residence, a large barn, and such other improvements as will be
found surrounding the model farmer of to-day. I n closing this sketch we will say
Mr. Beyl has lived a life of honesty and integrity, and is now reaping the reward
in the respect of his fellow men and the happy family that surround him. He
and his worthy wife have both been connected with the Lutheran Church for sixty
years past, and in the bright hereafter they are sure to receive the merited blessing
for their fidelity to the Master's cause.
JESSE F. BOOHEB, farmer; P. 0., Taylorsville. Among the prominent
farmers of this county is Jesse F. Booher, who was bom Feb. 24, 1836. He obtained his education in the district schools of the county, and was brought up to
farm labor. He was united in marriage with Lovina, daughter of John and Eliza
Sintz, in 1860, and rented land and set out with an indomitable will to gain some
of the comforts of life. He purchased a farm in Indiana, containing 80 acres, and
moved his family on to it. He remained there three years and disposed of it, and
returned to this township and purchased the farm where he now resides, containing 80 acres in 1877, about 60 acres is under cultivation and improved. They are
the parents of two children, viz: John D. and Clark L .
JAMES CAMPBELL, farmer; P. O., Osborn, Greene Co. The gentleman
whose name heads this sketch, is a man who deserves a place in the front rank of the
old pioneers. He was born Oct. 28, 1811. His father, John D., was a native of
Washington Co., Pa., and came to Ohio in 1805, and settled in this township. He was
united in marriage with Margaret Grimes. They were the parents of seven
children, of whom two are living, Viz: Samuel A. and James, the subject of this
memoir, was educated in the common schools. He was not permitted to attend
school regularly, but by applying himself diligently to his studies he obtained a
good understanding of the English language, and assisted his father in tilling the
soil. He celebrated his marriage with Ruth, daughter of Daniel and Elanor Kiler,
May 11, 1842, and moved on to the farm where he now resides, which he had previously purchased, and by hard labor and industry, has added 51 acres, making in
all 101¿ acres, of wdiich about 80 acres are under cultivation. Mrs. Campbell was
summoned out of this world by the angel of death in 1864. She was a worthy
member of the Presbyterian Church. They were the parents of five children, of
whom four are living at the present time of writing.
CHARLES CROOK, retired farmer; P. O., Taylorsville. The gentleman
whose name stands at the head of this sketch is a son of Thomas Crook, and a
brother of the distinguished Brig. Gen. George Crook. His father, Thomas, was
born in Baltimore, Md., Nov. 30, 1788, and was united in marriage with Elizabeth
Matthews, in 1812, with whom he lived thirty-two years. They were the parents
of ten children, of whom six are living at the time oí writing, viz : Catharine, now
Mrs. Thomas Ater; Maria, now Mrs. Samuel Sulivan; Thomas, Capt. Walter, (his
sketch appears in the biographies of Butler Township,); Brig. Gen. George and
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Charles. H i wife was summoned out of this world in 1844. She was a lady who was
esteemed by a large circle of friends, and treated everybody that came under their
roof with kindness and respect Mr. Crook celebrated his marriage with his second
wife, Anna Galahan, Oct. 14, 1845. He survived his second wife five months.
Mr. Crook, by occupation was a morocco dresser, but his health becoming impaired
was compelled to seek a more active emplo3 ment, and in 1814 he made his first
journey from Baltimore, Maryland to Ohio on horseback, and purchased the farm
where he resided until his death. He returned to Baltimore and emigrated in company with his brothers-in-law, Judge Mathews and John Mathews, to Ohio the
same year in wagons. From the time of locating here his principal occupation had
been farming. By temperate, industrious habits and close attention to his business, he accumulated a large amount of property, both personal and real. He
was elected to the office of Justice of the Peace for a number of terms, and discharged the duties of that office to the entire satisfaction of all concerned. He
was summoned out of this world by the angel of death in 1874. He was a man
of exemplary habits, and was held in high esteem by the citizens of Wayne Township, and all with whom he met, and he was one of the men that raised Montgomery
County to its present standard. He never identified himself with any church, yet
he was moral in his deportment, and the family have lost in him a kind, indulgent
father, and the community a good citizen. Charles Crook, the subject of this
sketch, was born Oct. 17, 1830, and obtained his primary education in the district
schools of the county, and received a higher course in the High School at Springfield. He assisted his father with agricultural pursuits until he was united in marriage with Eliza Booher, in 1855. They had three children, viz: Charles W.,
(deceased,) Laura E. and Thomas T., he cultivated the home farm until his
father's death, after wdiich he became owner. Mr. Crook has never sought any
office, but was elected to the office of County Commissioner, wdiich he filled for
three years, beginning iii the fall of 1873, thus showing the confidence and esteem
with which he was held in the county. Mr. and Mrs. Crook are both worthy
members of the German Reformed Church, and have taken an active interest in
the cause of religion since 1872. Mr. Crook is a man of untiring industry, and
possesses good business qualities. He is a kind and indulgent parent and
husband, and is held in high esteem by his many friends.
r

r

BIOGRAPHY OF A CENTENARIAN.

John Cuppy was born at Morristown, N. J., March 11, 1701. When an
infant twelve mouths old his father emigrated to Hampshire Co., Va. I n 1770
he joined the American army as a private and was placed iu Capt. McManns' company and ordered into Eastern Virginia to fight against the numerous bands
of Tories that were organizing to join Col. Tarlton for the purpose of raiding and
laying waste the settlements in North and South Carolina. He was present at the
capture and execution of George Wolf, the leader of a notorious band of outlaws,
who carried on a guerilla warfare under the supervision of Tarlton in North Carolina; at which time he received an honorable discharge, and returned to his home
in Hampshire County. He entered the service again in 1781, at wdiich time he
was attached as a private to a company of volunteers under the command of Capt.
Bobert Means. Before the company received orders to march, the news of Lord
Cornwallis' surrender at Yorktowu was confirmed.
On the receipt of this intelligence, the company was disbanded and the soldiers
returned to their homes, again holding themselves in readiness for a future
campaign. I n 1788 Mr. Cuppy emigrated to Ohio Co., Va., and erected a log
cabin on the banks of the Ohio river, near the site of New Cumberland. The
government erected a block house and stationed a small body of soldiers near
where the town of Wellsburgh now stands, for the purpose of protecting the hardy
pioneers from the numerous bands of hostile Indians who frequently crossed the
Ohio river to murder and rob the settlers.
Mr. Cuppy and one of his neighbors, after being attacked by the Indians, and
r
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causing two of them to "bite the dust," by then- new-fading rifles removed his
family to Cox's Block House, which was then occupied by Capt Samuel Brady,
who had command of thirty sharp shooters. After removing his family to a place
of safety, he entered the service of the United States as a scout From the spring
of 1791 to the autumn of 1794, in company with Capt. Samuel Brady, his messmate, he acted as a scout along the banks of the Ohio river. During this eventful
period of his life, he endured many privations and made numerous hair breadth
escapes. For four consecutive years he never slept on a bed. He was present
and took an active part in the bushwhack battle at Cross Creek, between thirty
scouts and a large party of Indians. I n this battle Lawson Vanbuskirk, George
Aidy and William Davis were killed, and Samuel Eicks wounded. The Indians
were routed with a loss of fifteen killed and nine wounded.
Shortly after the termination of his active service as a scout, he was appointed
by Lieutenant Governor Wood, the then acting Governor of Virginia on the 17th
day of August, 1796, Captain of a company in the 1st BataUion of the 4th Begiment of the 10th Brigade, 3d Division, Virginia Militia. I n a short time after
receiving this appointment, he was called upon to aid m the suppression ot the
rebellion caused by the passage of the "Excise Laws." In this expedition he
was eminently successful, and won the esteem of his superior officers and comrades
a

m .^.^
i
y movement was arrested and quiet restored, he
retired from the army, and returned with his family to his log cabin home on the
hanks of the beautiful Ohio river. At that time the country was an almost
unbroken forest, and it required strong arms and stout hearts to convert the howling wilderness into the beautiful farms that can be seen at the present time in that
locality He remained in the State of Virginia, devoting himself entirely to the
peaceful pursuits of agriculture, until the autumn of 1821, at which time, owing
to the death of his wife, to whom he was devotedly attached, he disposed, of his
farm and removed to Lawrenceburg, Ind., where he resided with his son-in-law,
Mr. Samuel Bartholomew, who married his eldest daughter, Elizabeth. I n the
spring of 1823 he came to Southern Ohio, and settled on a farm in Wayne Township, ' where he resided until the time of his death. He was not only a kind husband
but an affectionate father, and greatly beloved by his children.
In his manners he was plain and unaffected; in his habits, strictly temperate.
The most disgusting spectacle imaginable in his sight was that of a drunkard. I n
his dealings with the world there was a dignified generosity, which shunned all low
trickery and cunning in trade and everything that had the semblance of meanness
and dishonesty. He was a true patriot and loved his country, whose rise, progress
and spreading glory he had been permitted to witness. He had a fine constitution,
a well wrought, muscular frame, and enjoyed most excellent health until near the
close of his pilgrimage.
He was fond of manual labor, and when 75
years of age coidd use the sickle and lead in the harvest field with ease. He had
been a professor of religion for half a century and a member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church for forty-five years. He loved the church and its ordinances,
and his seat was seldom vacant at the house of worship, unless lawfully hindered.
When 80 years old he would walk one and a-half miles to meet his brethren m
the house'of worship. He stood in their midst like the aged forest oak. A new
generation of trees had sprang up about him, while those who put forth their
young branches when he did, had all been felled by the tempest of death—an
ambassador of the past generation. What a privilige to listen to the experiences
of a man who had seen the snows of one hundred winters ! Many a hill of difficulty had he climbed and trodden many a vale of humiliation. How refreshing
to hear him say that he "hasnever regretted setting forth on his pilgrimage to Zion,
and that the pleasures are sweeter and the toils less irksome than in youth."
How sweet the memory of the venerable centenarian who had no fear of death.
He was but a short time confined to the house or sick chamber. The noble tabert l i e
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nacle was at last worn out, and the weary wheels of life stood still. He had great
peace of mind, strong faith and imperishable hope. For a long time he seemed
conscious of the near approach of death, and frequently expressed a desire to
depart to that beautiful summer-land where "sickness, pain and death are felt and
feared no more." On the 28th of June, 1861, in the stillness and hush of the early
morning twilight, he died without a struggle, aged 100 years, three months and
seventeen days. He was the last survivor of the j'arty of scouts who patrolled
the banks of the Ohio river during the Indian war, which terminated in 1794.
His children, five in number, the fruits of his first marriage, are all long since
dead. His grandchildren, great grandchildren and great great grandchildren, to
the number of over one hundred, are distributed among eight of the Western
States from Indiana to California and Oregon, all living in the West except three
great grandchildren, who reside near Norfolk, Va.
Lydia Oilar Cuppy, second wife of John Cuppy, was born in Monroe County
(now Greenbrier), Va., Feb. 8, 1798. She came with her parents to the vicinity
of New Carlisle, Clark County, who, in 1811, settled on the land now occupied by
John AVilliams. The following year witnessed the commencement of the war
between Great Britain and the United States, and the few log cabin settlers who
had reared their primitive homes in the Mad Biver Valley either volunteered or
were drafted, and so there remained at home but here and there a male member
of the family. During the absence of her father in the war, she resided in the famiilies of Thomas Stockstill, Henry Williams and Capt. John Williams, all of which
men were in the war. I n 1816 she was united in marriage with Joseph Eussell,
and to them were born four children, all of whom are long since deceased. Mr.
Eussell died in January, 1823, and in October, 1824, his widow married John
Cuppy, with whom she hore in common the many trials incident to pioneer life.
Since the death of her husband Mrs. Cuppy has resided with her eldest son, Hemy,
on the old homestead. The second son, Fletcher P., has long resided in Washington City, and is an able and successful practitioner of the law. Mother Cuppy
often speaks of the many trials and privations incident to pioneer life, and the
unusual amount of hard labor that was required to furnish the means of subsistence for those bearing arms against a hostile and savage foe. The pioneer women
of many families were compelled to cultivate the few acres that had been cleared
by their husbands, and perform all the labor required of the sterner sex, but stimulated by a love of liberty, they labored with strong hands and willing hearts. In
early life Mrs. Cuppy united with the Methodist Episcopal Church, and to use her
own language, "she has long since outgrown the old Orthodox idea of religion
as advocated by the pulpit—round dancers and hot gospelers of the early part
of the nineteenth century. " To attack these ideas and shake off the superstition
inculcated in our early moral training requires an iron will and a determined purpose, and no pioneer woman is more abundantly blessed with these qualifications
than her. Speaking of the shock of the earthquake here in 1812, she says that the
ministers considered it as evidence of the wrath and displeasure of the Deity, and
the cyclone of the same year, they spoke of as the breath of an angry God. She
says "she now believes in worshiping a God of love and not a God of hate and
anger." "The following stanzas," says Mrs. Cuppy, "were, in my girlhood, sung
on funeral occasions:
"Pi aised be the Lord. I pardoned am.
My spouse, stood soul, is pardoned too.
Wo shall lie saved, through Christ the Lamb,
In spite of all that we can do.
"Our children, hoys and girls, are all,
(By liions parents sanctified.)
Arc safe in grace what'er befall.
For who shall Christ's elect divide?
"For others It is nought to me
Who shall be saved, or who be damned.
For grace shall still excited be.
And saints rejoice tho' hell be crammed,"
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ABRAHAM DABST, farmer, P. 0., Fishburg Box,.was born in Miami County,
Aug. 20, 1817. His father, Isaac Darst, came to Ohio, and settled in this county
in 1807. He was married to Jane Morgan in 1812. The result of this union was
nine children, of whom five are living, viz: Sarah A., Charles, Abraham, Mary,
Isaac. Abraham, the subject of this sketch, obtained his education in the common
schools. He was united in marriage to Sarah, daughter of Henry and Susan
Deam, March 21, 1838. He rented land and set out with awill to gain some of the
comforts of life. I n 1842 he purchased the farm where he now resides, containing
120 acres. He has a large, commodious farm house, and has, with the assistance
of his good and industrious wife, made many material improvements to correspond.
Mrs. Darst has been a worthy member of the German Reformed Church for a
number of years, and is esteemed by a large circle of friends and all who are brought
in contact with her. Mr. and Mrs. Darst are the parents of three children, of
whom two are living, viz: Warran H . and Alvina. Mr.Darst has arrived at the
advanced age of 63 years, and is now reaping the reward of his toil all through
life.
ADAM DEAM, farmer, P. 0., Sulphur Grove, was born April 12, 1817. His
father, Henry, was a native of Virginia, and came to Ohio with his father in 1802,.
and settled in what is now Warren County, near Springsboro. After Montgomery County was laid out, he moved to Wayne Township. He was united m
marriage with Susanna, daughter of Benjamin Kiser, in 1813. They were the
parents of seven children, of whom six are living, viz: Adam, Henry H . , Hannah
A., Sarah A., David W. and Lewis B. He purchased 160 acres that was covered
with a dense growth of timber, and built a cabin, moved into it, and went to work
to put it under cultivation and try to gain some of the comforts of life. He has
since added, by hard labor and industry, 104 acres, in Shelby County, making in
all 264 acres. Mr. Deam was summoned out of this world in 1862. His wife
survived him eight years. They were both worthy members of the German Reformed Church, and, aided by their children, had been consistent workers in the
advancement of religion.. They were held in high esteem by all wdio knew them.
Adam, the subject of this memoir, obtained his education in the common schools,
was reared on the farm and assisted his father in agricultural pursuits until he was
21 years of age, and followed various pursuits until 1841, when he was married to
Julia A., daughter of John and Eliza Bond. They have one child, viz: Sarah E.,
(now Mrs. J. S. Booher). Mr. Deam rented land for seven years and accumulated,
with the assistance of his good and industrious wife, enough to purchase the house
and farm where he now resides, containing 72 acres, nearly all under cultivation
and improved. They both have been consistent members of the German Reformed
Church for the past thirty-three years. Mr. Deam has never been an aspirant for
office, but was elected to the office of Township Trustee and Path Master for a
number of years. Mr. Deam is now 64 years of age; and by industry has managed
to save something to keep them in their declining years.
JESSE GARVER, farmer and stockraiser, P. 0., Dayton, is one of the enterprising men of this township, and was born Dec. 5, 1840. His father was born
in Pennsylvania, June 10, 1800, and was united in marriage with Mary, daughter
of John Lucas, in 1820. They were the parents of sixteen children, of whqm twelve
are living, viz: Samuel, Mary, David L . , George W., Liddy, Margaret, Sarah,
Amos L . , Jesse A., Catherine, Malinda and John C. Jesse, the subject of this
sketch, was educated in the common schools, and was brought up to agricultural
pursuits, and remained with his father until 1862, when he obtained a position
as traveling salesman for Baker & Co., of the Geneva Nursery, in New York
State, which position he held until 1864, when lie engaged in the stock business
for himself, which he carried on very extensively, furnishing stock for the Eastern market until 1872. He purchased the place where he now resides, containing 120 acres, of which 100 acres are under a good state of cultivation. He
celebrated his marriage with Lucinda, daughter of Israel and Susan Brower, in
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1866. They are the parents of one child—Clara B., born Dec. 20, 1877. Mr.
Garver has a large aud comfortable farm house, and, with the assistance of hisgood and industrious wife, has added many material improvements to correspond.
He is very industrious and persevering, and is successful in all of his business
transactions, and has accumulated enough of this world's goods to enjoy many of
the comforts and luxuries of this life.
JOHN M. GBE1DEB, Bishop, P. 0., Osborn, Greene Co., was born in Pennsylvania, Feb. 28, 1823. His grandfather, John Greider, is supposed to be a descendant of Jacob Greider, who was one of the oppressed Menonites, and fled with Jacob
Hostator from Switzerland to Wurtemberg, taking nothing with them but a few
linens and wearing apparel. Greider remained but a short time, but emigrated
to America, and, in company with Hostator, after paying the brethren of their
faith a visit at Peoquea, settled on the north side of the Conestoga, about 2 miles
south from the present site of Lancaster. Here he entered a tract of land, containing about 800 acres, in 1716 or '17, among the new surveys at Conestoga. Here
he erected a temporary shelter, a tent, covered with cloth brought from Switzerland, wdiich served him and the family until autumn, when the tent gave way to a
cabin, built of round, unhewn hickory saplings, and covered with bark. When the
weather became cold, his tawny neighbors, the Indians, paid him regular night
visits, to obtain shelter with him and sleep by the side of a genial fire. They frequently supplied him with fresh fish and venison, wdiich they gave in exchange
for bread. On one of these occasions, Mr. Greider, having that day consulted his
almanac, to regulate his clock by the rising and setting sun, noticed that there
would be, in a few weeks, an eclipse of the moon. He informed his guests that
on a certain evening the moon would hide her face. To hear that the moon
would refuse to shine, was nothing new to them, as they had seen eclipses
before, but that their white neighbor should possess so much prescience as to
know this before-hand, was strange to them. At the time specified for the broadfaced moon to hide her disk, fifty or sixty Indians assembled there. To their
utter astonishment the moon's face began to lessen. Profound silence prevailed.
Their spokesman expressed the cogitation of their wonder-stricken
visitors: '"Tis the white man's God tells him this, else he would not know it."
We will now return to our subject. His grandfather, John, was born Feb. 17,
1764, and received his education in the common schools, wdiich he only had the
privilege of obtaining at certain times, but by making good use of his time and
being studious in his habits, he acquired a fair understanding, and was well fitted to
discharge the many responsibilities incident to his ministerial duties, and was a
regularly ordained Minister of the Menonite Church. He was united in marriage
with Martha Hertzler, and was the father of seven children, viz: Elizabeth, John,
Christian, Jacob, Maria, Michael, Martha, of wdiom three are living, viz: Christian,
Maria (now Mrs. Herr), Martha, (now Mrs. Funk). His father, Christian, was
born Nov. 8, 17Í1Í). He obtained his education in the common schools, and was
brought up to farm labor. He was united in marriage with Susan, daughter of
Benjamin and Elizabeth (Coffman) Miller, in 1812, and purchased land of his
father to the amount of 134 acres, of wdiich about 90 acres were under a good state
of cultivation and improved. They were the parents of twelve children, of whom
nine are living, viz: John M., Benjamin M., Jacob M., Amos M., Elizabeth, Susan,
Anna, Mary, Barbara. John M., the subject of this sketch, obtained his education
in the common schools, which he did not' have the opportunity of attending very
regularly, but, by close attention and studious habits, he acquired a fair understanding, and was well fitted to discharge the duties that were laid upon him. He
was brought up to farm labor, and assisted his father with the duties incident to
a farmer's life, and remained at home until 1847, wdien he was united in marriage
with Anna, daughter of John and Fanny Erb. They rented land and took hold
with an indomitable will to make a home and try to gain some of the comforts of
life. I n 1856 they set out to try their fortune in the great West, and followed the
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tide of emigration that was flowing westward at that time, and settled in Clark
Connty, where he remained but a short time, and purchased the farm where he
now resides, containing 160 acres and a large and commodious farm house, and
has added, with the assistance of his good and noble wife, many other material
improvements to correspond. They are the parents of thirteen children, of whom
ten are living, viz: Samuel E., Tobias E., Barbara E., Mary E., Susanna E.,
Christian E., John E., Benjamin E., Jacob E. and Elizabeth. Mr. Greider organized the first Menonite Congregation in this county, and was ordained as Deacon
Dec. 15, 1861, and was regularly ordained as Minister, Dec. 20, 1862, and was
well qualified for the responsibilities incident to his ministerial duties. He organized and held meetings in his home and in the school houses in the neighborhood,
and finally erected a church in Clark County, where they assemble and are actively
working for the conversion of souls, and have succeeded in bringing a large congregation together. The church is now in a prosperous condition. Mr. Greider
was ordained as Bishop in 1872, thus showing the confidence and esteem'that the
congregation held him in, to bestow the highest honors of the church upon him.
Mr. Greider is now 58 years old ; he furnishes an example for future generations,
that is worthy of their imitation.
ABRAM H . KENDIG, farmer; P. 0., Osborn Greene Co. The subject of this
sketch was born in Lancaster Co., Pa., May 17, 1823, and was reared to agricultural pursuits in his native county, until February 1849, when he emigrated to
Ohio and located upon his present farm, where he has lived for a period of thirtytwo years. He has a farm of nearly 200 acres, in Montgomery and Clark Counties,
nearly all under a high state of cultivation, largely brought to this condition by his
own personal exertions. He has taken a deep interest in religion, having been a
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church for a period of twenty years ; his wife
has also been a member of the same church for forty years. He has been twice
married. His first wife was Miss Maria Bohrer, of Lancaster Co., Pa. She died
in 1850, leaving two children, Elizabeth and Mary Aim. The latter is now dead,
and the former living in Clark County. Feb. 10, 1852, he married Miss Elizabeth
Shepherd, born in Lancaster Co., Pa., May 4, 1828, one of six children born to
Henry L . and Susan (Sherer) Shepherd, who came west with their family in 1834.
Her father emigrated to this country with his sister in 1816, and her mother was
a daughter of Gottlieb Sherer, a farmer and distiller of Lancaster Co., Pa. By this
his second marriage Mr. Kendig had five children, viz: John W., Susan A., and
Albert N., now dead, and Henry F., now married and living on the home place, /
and Susie Emma, aged 16 years, and living at home with her parents. Mr. Kendig
is the youngest son of John K., who died in October, previous to our subject's birth,
leaving a widow and six children to mourn his loss. The widow, who was one of
the best of mothers, and a good Christian woman, raised the family in the fear of
God, and had her reward in seeing them all reach the age of discretion, as sober,,
industrious, Christian men and women. A full history of the Shepherd family
will be found in the biography of Bobert Sloau, in this work.
THOMAS B. MINNICH, teacher and Justice of the Peace; P. O., Sulphur
Grove, was born Jan. 7, 1843, in Clark County. His grandfather, Peter, was a
native of'York Co., Pa. He was united in marriage with Martha Stevenson, about
1814. They were the parents of eight children, of whom four are living at the
time of writing, viz: Andrew J., Martin V., Thomas B. and Bosetta M . Mr.
Minnich was a patriot of the war of 1812, and by occupation a farmer. He emigrated to Ohio and located in Clark County, about 1822, when it was yet a wilderness, and entered a tract of land containing 200 acres, which was covered with a
dense growth of timber. He built a log cabin and went to work with an indomitable
will to try and gain some of the comforts of life. He was summoned out of this
world by the angel of death in 1842, and his wife survived him thirty years. He
never identified himself with any church, but lived a moral life. His father,
Arthur, was born in 1820, and was united in marriage with Sarah Flick, in 1841.
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He received his education in the common schools and taught one winter prior to
his marriage. He cultivated his father's farm until his decease in 1843, leaving
one child, viz: Thomas B., the subject of this sketch, who obtained his primary
education in the common schools, and received a scientific course at the Normal
School at Lebanon, aud followed teaching through the winter until the present, and
was engaged in the fruit tree business in the summer for nine years, at which he
was very successful, accumulating a fine property. He was elected to the office of
Justice of the Peace in 1879. Mr. Minnich was united in marriage with Clara S.,
daughter of Frederick and Sophia K. Croft, in 1876. He was the parent of one
child, who died m infancy.
JACOB NEFF, farmer; P.O.,Osborn, Greene Co.,was born in Lancaster Co., Pa.,
Nov. 20, 1815. He is a son of John Neff, who was born in Lancaster Co., Pa., about
the year 1780. He was a farmer and weaver and married Elizabeth Scherer, by
whom he had eleven children. Of these, four sons and four daughters are now living,
viz : Susan, Henry, Jacob, (our subject,) Elizabeth, Nancy, Daniel, Matthew and
David. All live in Ohio except the latter, who is a physician in Kingston, Missouri. Our subject was reared to agricultural pursuits in Lancaster County until
he was 18 years of age, when, in 1834, he emigrated with his parents and their
family to Ohio, and located in Clark County. I n the year following, 1835, they
came to Montgomery and located on the farm now occupied by Jacob, where the
latter has since lived. I n 1852 his father removed to Clark Comity, where his
death occurred May 12, 1873. When his fathtr moved to Clark County, Jacob aud
his brother David took the Montgomery County farm and worked it on shares for
six years. After this Jacob farmed it four years on shares, and then purchased it
of his father. He now owns some 350 acres of land in Clark and Montgomery
Counties, 300 of wdiich is under a high state of cultivation, and containing three
sets of good farm buildings. He married Mary Harnish, who was also a native of
Lancaster County, March 9, 1852. They had twelve children, nine of whom are
now living, viz: Hetty, Albert, Elizabeth, Frank, Mary, Jacob, Jr., Emma, Henry
and Christian. All of these are now living at home, except Hetty, who married
C. K. Brenner, an estimable farmer of this township.
BOBERT SLOAN, retired farmer; P. O., Osborn, Greene County. The family wdiose genealogy we here trace, was one of those widely connected pioneer
families, which came to this State from Pennsylvania, when our country was yet
new and wild. I t has been truly said, that these early fathers formed the foundation on which the glorious State of Ohio has since been built. Moved by a spirit
of adventure, or stories told concerning the hidden wealth of the New World, they
left their comfortable homes in their native land, and came here to subdue a
wilderness and lend a helping hand to the works of civilization. Many of them
came from the Emerald Isle. Among these was the great-grandfather of the man
whose name heads this sketch. He was born in the County Antrim, Ireland, and
came to this country about the time William Penn died, in 1718. He was a
member of the seceding branch of the Protestant Church. He settled and commenced his farm labor in Lebanon Co., Pa. Of his wife or marriage we can learn
nothing furtherjthan that by her he had born to him two sons. One of these emigrated to the great West and was never heard of afterward. The other, who was
the grandfather of our subject, settled on a farm eight miles north-west of his
father. He married a lady of his neighborhood named Mower. Shortly after
marriage he united with the Presbyterian Church, iu which he was for a long time
ruling elder. He was the father of five sons and two daughters, viz : John, Robert,
Alexander, James, William, Isabella and Jane. He owned three farms, on which
he placed John, James and William.
Robert and Alexander became cabinet
makers. John, the eldest son and father of our subject, was married to Miss
Elizabeth French, March 27, 1792, and had by her four sons and nine daughters,
as follows: Alexander, John P., James, Robert, Jane, Eliza, Sallie, Mary, Isabella,
Margaret, Martha, Nancy and Lucinda. At the time of his marriage, John was
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25 and his wife 16 years of age. He took the farm his father gave him and at
once commenced putting it under cultivation, making improvements on i t from
time to time, as required. He also erected a distillery and established a line of
freight teams for hauling merchandise from Philadelphia to Pittsburg. Shortly
after this, Alexander left home to take charge of a farm in Lycoming County, John
F. left to learn a trade, and death claimed three daughters and one son, James,
leaving the father with no help other than that afforded by his youngest son,
Bobert, our subject, who was at this time but nine years old. Thus matters stood
until the spring of 1833, when, having disposed of his property, he procured horses
and conveyances, and on April 1st started with his family for Ohio, where he
arrived in 21 days, stopping in Wayne Township, Montgomery County, ten miles
north of Dayton, on the farm formerly owned by Levi Jennings and afterwards by
Samuel Barnett. Not finding any land suiting him better than that on which he
first stopped, he bought 220 acres of it, with an unfinished brick house which
stood on it. This land was called then well improved, having been partially
cleared, and containing a log barn of moderate proportions, and a Virginia worm
fence, ten rails high, around the door-yard. Here he found the horse-weed to
be the farmer's greatest adversary, as it would soon grow to the height of ten and
fifteen feet unless closely watched. Having now arrived at the age of 63 years, Mr.
Sloan confided all his business to his son, Bobert, as he was getting too old to
manage it. On the 11th of Sept., 1847, his wife died, and he followed lier on tue
3rd of December following. His wife's father was of Scotch-Irish parents, born
aboard ship while they were coming to America. Her mother was of Holland
Dutch descent and a native of New Jersey. Her ancestors came to this country in
1623, when New Jersey was colonized. Her father and mother, Mr. and. Mrs.
French, were married about 1767, and had one son and two daughters, James,
Elizabeth and Jane French. They kept a public house on their farm on the main
road from Harrisburg to Jonestown, sixteen miles northeast of Harri sburg. Mr.
F. died in early life, and his wife carried on the business until the close of the revolutionary war, when she was married again to a revolutionary veteran named J ames
Dixon. They both lived on the old farm to a ripe old age. Of the other members
of the Sloan family, Bobert, the second son, (brother of John,) was a citizen of
Harrisburg, where he prosecuted a very successful business. He married Sarah
McCormick, March 28, 1799, and had by her six children, Alexander, John, William, Eliza, Isabella and Mary Jane. Their first son and daughter are yet living;
the rest have gone to that "undiscovered country from whose bourne no traveler
returns." Their youngest son, William, died at St. Paul, Minn., March 17, 1880,
at the age of 65 years, 43 of which had been spent in the medical department of the
regular army. He was in the Seminole war in Florida, in the Mexican war and
the war of the rebellion, in which latter he was made Colonel "for meritorious services at various military posts." Alexander, the third son, married Miss Jane
French, and settled in Williamport on the Susquehannah river. He raised a family of six children, Bobert, French, Alexander, Maria, Eliza and Mary. James, the
fourth son, married Miss Nancy M . Creight, and had also a family of six children,
Alexander, James, William, Jennett, Elizabeth and Sarah Mary. He settled on
the farm given to him by his father. They were members of the Presbyterian
Church, then under the pastoral care of Bev. James Snodgrass. William, the
youngest son, was never married. He remained on the home farm with his sister
Elizabeth. Of him we greatly regret to say, that he was the only one of this extensive connection that ever became addicted to the use of strong drink. He died in
middle life. Jane, the youngest daughter, married Alexander Bell, and had two
children, Alexander and Ann. Of the family of John Sloan, Alexander, the eldest
son who remained in Pennsylvania, married Elizabeth Crook, and had six children,
viz : John, James, William, Mary, Elizabeth and Lucy. John died young and the
rest are still living. After his father's removal to Ohio, he also disposed of his property, and following his father, settled on part of the same farm. J. F., the next
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brother, was bom Aug. 23, 1802, and at the age of sixteen learned the cabinet
making trade. He spent some time in traveling, but finally settled in New York
State, where he remained until 1835, wnen for his health he also came to Ohio.
Here he remained until after the death of his father.' He then went to Indianapolis, Ind., and shortly afterward turned his property into money, with which
he bought horses, cattle aiul wagons, and in company with others from Indianapolis, started with a wagon" train for Oregon Territory. I t is said he owned the
larger part of the train. I n the spring of 1852 they left Indianapolis, and nothing
more was heard of J. F., until the latter part July of that year, when a letter was
received from one of the company, saying that on the 2nd of July they had camped
on the north branch of the river Piatt, and that on the morning of the third Mr
Sloan mounted his horse and started driving his cattle through the river, but while
doing so he fell from his horse and was drowned. A rather suspicious feature of
this case is that Mr. S. had §200, a gold watch aud other valuables on his person,
and though they searched for the body it was never recovered, nor has it been
heard of to this day. I f the above bo true, he died on the 3rd of July, 1852, aged
43 years and 8 months. He was in life a member in good standing of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. James, who was bom Doc. 5, 180!), died when
only 16 years of age. Bobert, whose name appears at the head of this sketch,
was born in Lebanon Co., Pa., Sepit. 7, 1811, and came to Ohio with his father.
I n religious belief he followed in the footprints of his ancestors. At the age
of 21 years he united with the Presbyterian Church of West Hanover Township,
Dauphin Co., Pa., of which he continued a zealous and leading member until
his removal to Ohio, when he was obliged to sever his church relationship. He
however united with the church of the same denomination in Bath Township,
Green County, immediately on his arrival here. He is now, together with the rest
of his family, a member of the Osborn Presbyterian Church. During the whole of
his father's life the entire management of the farm devolved on Bobert, and it
could not have fallen into better hands, for the father's care of his own property
could not have exceeded the son's care of his father's property. He was married to
Miss Mary A. Shepherd, Wayne Township, this County, Dec. 15, 1846, and had horn
to him by her one son and two daughters, whose names and dates of birth are as
follows: Susie E., bom June 16, 1848; Henry C , born June 1, 1851, and Mary
E., born June 27, 1854. Susie received a liberal education, which enabled her to
enter the ranks of school teachers, after which she married H . H . Kueislcv.
Henry C. married Miss Nancy J. Dille, of Clark Co., Ohio, Feb. 19, 1871. Mary
E. married J. H . Barkman, Sept. 28, 1876. He is an enterprising and influential
merchant of Osborn. Before leaving this family, we desire to say a word concerning Air. Sloan's standing in the neighborhood, and indeed, wherever, he is known,
for all who know him bear their testimony of his honesty, integrity and worth. Ho
is one of the very few perfectly honest men of to-day. Speaking of him, one friend
says, "His word is as good as his bond, and loss of life would not tempt him to
violate either." He is a conscientious and consistent member of the church; an
indulgent and loving father; and a thoughtful and devoted husband. He is gladly
accorded a place in this work. His wife, Mary A. Sloan, was born in Lancaster
Co., Pa., Nov. 8, 1822. Her father, H . L . Shepherd, was a native of the village
of Villars, in the Canton Berne, Switzerland, where he was born Dec. 17, 1799.
He came to this country in 1816, as company for his sister, who had married a
gentleman of this country under the following circumstances: Mr. Flotron, a
jeweler, (the gentleman referred to above,) a native of Lancaster, Pa., who was
ou a traveling tour in Europe, became acquainted with the Shepherd family, who
were also jewelers, and took a lilting to their daughter, Mary A., the sister referred
to above. He asked her hand in marriage, hut she being an only daughter, the
parents refused to let her leave them, and Mr. Flotron was compelled to return to
America without her. He had been here but a short time before he concluded
that she was necessary to his happiness, and he accordingly returned to Switzer-

WAYNE TOWNSHIP.

-335

land to'again press his suit. This time he was successful, and they were married.
The parents resolved to send her youngest brother with her, to see her safe in her
new home and then return to them. They started in 1816, and after a rough
voyage landed at New York; and from there went to Lancaster, Pa., the groom's
home. During their voyage over they met with frequent storms, and in one
instance were wrecked and almost lost. After arriving at their home, the
sister, not liking to be left alone, induced her brother to remain with her and not
to return home. He therefore entered the employ of Gottlieb Scherer, a farmer
and distiller, with whom he remained until 1821. I n this year he married Miss
Susan Sherer, sister of his employer, and had by her six children, three sons and
three daughters, one of the latter afterward becoming Mr. Sloan's wife. I n the
spring of 1833 he emigrated to Ohio, and died Jan. 4, 1861, being followed by his
wife, who died Feb. 4, 1864. Mrs. Flotron (nee Shepherd) having lost her
husband, returned to her parents in Switzerland, with one son and one daughter.
She lived to a ripe old age. Her grand-son,. Leo Flotron, emigrated to America
hi 1866, and engaged in jeweling in the .city of Dayton. He was a highly esteemed
citizen and had the respect of ah^He"married Miss Kate Rouzer, and had by her
one son, whose name was Jolm R. His biography will he found among the
sketches of Dayton, in another part of this work. We have, in the abovç, mentioned the four brothers of our subject, sons of John Sloan, Sr., and we will now
speak of the nine sisters. Jane was born May 10, 1767. She was never married,
but resided with her father until his death, when she went to Jay Co., Ind., where
she died. Eliza was born Nov. 28, 1795, and died June 27, 1819. Sallie was born
July 21, 1797, and was married to John Caldwell, by whom she had two children,
J. E. and Sarah. She died while visiting her father, Oct. 27, 1822. Mary was
horn March 26, 1799, and married John Brown, by whom she had one son, James,
the father of the present James Brown, of New Carlisle. Her husband died and
she came to Ohio with her father, and married here the second time to John Paul,
the first settler of Clark County. Isabella was born June 17, 1801. She married
Jolm Gilfilen and had one daughter, wdio married Isaac Shartel, of Clark County.
Mr. Shartel and wife moved to Minnesota, and from there to Florida, where they
now live. Margaret was born Jan. 19, 1805. She married William McFarland,
and had by him four sons and four daughters. They came to Ohio in 1832, and
lived in Wayne Township, this County, a number of years, after which they moved
to Jay Co., Ind. Martha was born Dec. 21, 1809, and came to Ohio with her
father. Here she married Stewart Forgy, of Clark County, and had three sons and
two daughters. Her husband died, leaving her with a young family to care for,
but she did not survive him long. Nancy was born July 5, 1813, and came to
Wayne Township in 1833, where she resided with her father until June 21, 1811,
when she married Rev. Franklin Berryhill, of Green County. She was the mother
of two sons and two daughters. She died June 13, 1864, aged 51 years, 1 month
and 8 days. Lucinda was born July 5, 1814. She was with her father's family
when they came to Ohio, March 5, 1835. She married Caleb Quick, of Clark
County, who was born March 16, 1812. They had five children, three sons^and
two daughters. Mr. Quick was a farmer until his father's death, when he became
a merchant. He afterward became licensed to preach by the Methodist Episcopal
Church. He also studied medicine and moved to New Waverly, Ind., where he
practiced the latter profession a number of years. He died Jan. 16, 1876, leaving two sons practicing medicine in his stead, and a wife and family to mourn the
loss of a loving father and devoted husband. This closes a sketch of one of those
good old Presbyterian families who have done so much toward making our country
what it is to-day. There are pages that might be written of them, but for want of
space we forbear.
r

SAMUEL STRASBURG, wagon maker and farmer; P. 0., Sulphur Grove.
The gentleman whose name heads this sketch is one of the prominent men of this
township, and is one that has made Wayne Township what i t is to-day. He was
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born in Maryland, July 19, 1819. His father was a native of Germany, and came
to America and settled in Maryland at a very early date. He was united in marriage with Miss Fenderberg. They were the parents of five children ; but one is
living at the time of writing. Mrs. Strasburg was summoned out of this world
about 1800. Mr. Strasburg came to Ohio and settled in Clark County in 1801,
and entered a tract of land containing about 150 .acres, covered with a dense
growth of timber, and immediately went to work to clear it up and put it under
cultivation. He was united in marriage with his second wife about 1803. They
were the parents of nine children, of whom four are living at the time of writing,
viz: Jacob, Samuel, Frederick and Nancy. Samuel, the subject of this sketch,'
was educated in the district schools of the county. He applied all his spare time'
at night to his studies, and has acquired a fair knowledge of reading, wilting and
arithmetic. He assisted his father on the farm until he was seventeen, when he
engaged with his brother to learn the wagon maker's trade and served three years.
He took for his wife Mary A., daughter of Henry and Elizabeth Brandenberg, in
1811, and started in business for himself and carried it on successfully until 1854,
when he purchased the farm where he now resides, containing 80 acres, which he'
cultivated in connection with his shop. They are the parents of seven children.
Magdalme, Catharine, John W., Naomi and Charles are living. Mr. and
Mrs. Strasburg are both members of the German Reformed Church, and their
children are laborers with them in the cause of religion. Mr. Strasburg is now 61
years old; he has sncceeded in accumulating enough of this-world's goods to keep
them until the angel of death summon them to their last abode.
JACOB E. ZEDEKER, farmer; P. O., Fishberg Box. Among the early
pioneers of this county that are worthy of mention in this work, is Jacob E. Zedeker,
born Sept. 20, 1813. His father, John, was a native of Pennsylvania, and came
to Ohio in 1805, when it was yet a wilderness. He was the father of seven
children, of whom six are living, viz: Daniel, Catharine, Sarah, Elizabeth, Mary
and Jacob, the subject of this memoir, who obtained his education in the district
schools of the country, when greased paper was used for windows and clapboards
for seats. He did not have the privilege of attending school very regularly, hut
being studious in his habits, he acquired a fair understanding of the English
language. He assisted his father with the farm duties until his marriage with
Mary, daughter of William and Mary Campbell, in 1833. They were the parents
of nine children, of whom eight are now living, viz: John W., Elizabeth M., Mary
M., Sarah J., Martha A., Julia A., Daniel S., Jacob E., and an adopted son,
Clemet V. Slanker. He rented land of his father, and at the death of his parents,
purchased the interest of the heirs. I t contained 142 acres, nearly all in a high
state of cultivation and well improved. Mrs. Zedeker is a member of the United
Brethren Church, and the children are co-workers with her in the cause of religion.
Mr. Zedeker has, with the assistance of his good wife, accumulated enough of this
world's goods to keep them in their declining years.
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ALFRED N. ATKINSON, farmer, P. O. New Lebanon, born in Maryland
April 19, 1826, is a son of John and Catharine (Warvel) Atkinson, he a native of
Pennsylvania and she of Maryland. The maternal grandfather, John Warvel, was a
native of Maryland, but emigrated to Ohio and located in Perry Township, this county,
in 1833, and bore his full share of the hardships of pioneer life, most of this country
being still an unbroken wilderness with but few roads, and those the worst kind of mud
roads. His wife died in Perry Township, aged seventy years, after which he came into
Jackson Township and spent the rest of his life with his grandson, our subject; he
died in 1844, aged seventy-one years. John and Catharine Atkinson had one child,
Alfred N., and he, when about seven years of age, with his mother and grandfather
Warvel and his family, came to Ohio at the date above mentioned. A few years after
their arrival here, his mother was married to Daniel DeRush, with whom she lived till
his death, which occurred in 1856, since which time she has lived with our subject.
She is now quite old and feeble, being in her eighty-second year. Our subject was
raised to farm labor, growing up to manhood familiar with all the hardships of those
early days, and upon the same farm where he now resides, being the old home place of
his step-father; and, as he had no children of his own, Mr. Atkinson at his death became heir to his property and here he has resided to the present time—a continued
residence of nearly a half-century. Mr. Atkinson was married, April 17, 1873, to
Catherine, daughter of Jofeph and Magdalene (Gross) Orth, natives of Bavaria, Germany, who emigrated to America about 1836 and located in Jackson Township, this
county, on the farm now owned by John Kiger. He died in Mad River Township in
1852; his wife is still living, now residing in Dayton. They had three children—
Adam Leo, Catharine aud Mary B. Mr. Atkinson has a good farm of seventy-six
acres, upon which he ha3 erected good, substantial buildings, and has good improvements, with everything comfortable and convenient around him. He and wife are
worthy members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.
JOHN BOWMAN, farmer, P. 0. New Lebanon, one of the oldest residents now
living in Jackson Township, was born in Warren County, Ohio, November 3, 1797; is
a son of David and Barbara (Bowser) Bowman, he a native of Maryland and she of
Pennsylvania. The first knowledge we have of the grandfather, John Bowman, he was
a resident of Maryland; thence, of Pennsylvania; thence, he became a resident of
Montgomery County, Ohio, on Bear Creek; thence, ho moved into Indiana, near
Hagerstown, where he lived till his death, dying at a ripe old age, having passed
through his share of the labors of pioneer life. David, the father of our subject, came
to Ohio and located in Warren County about 1795, remaining there only a few years ;
he located in this county near the mouth of Bear Creek ; thence, in the west part of
Jefferson Township, on the farm now owned by John Brumbaugh ; there he resided
till his death, which occurred about 1859, aged eighty-five years; his wife lived several
years, and died aged ninety-three years. They had six children ; two now survive—
John and Catharine. These were truly pioneers of the county. All was then an
unbroken forest, with Indians and wild beasts in plentiful numbers. Our subject, the
second son of his hither, was born after tho arrival of his parents in this new and wild
country, and here he was raised and grew to manhood, inured to all that pertains to a
rough pioneer life. He was married in November, 1829, to Elizabeth, daughter of
Peter L. and Magdalene Bright, natives of Virginia, but became residerits of this county
and township about 1828 and lived and died here. Mr. Bowman and wife have had
nine children; eight now survive—David, Joseph, John, Samuel, Isaac, Mary Ann,
Daniel and Peter. His wife died May 17, 1879, aged sixty-six years. Mr. Bowman
is now in his eighty-fifth year, and has resided on the place where he now lives fifty-two
years—over half a century. He bought this place of Jacob Lesher, taking it right iu
V
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the woods, with not a stick amiss ; now he has a fine farm, with good buildings and
improvements, with all the comforts and conveniences of modern life. But what toils,
deprivations and rigid economy it took to bring about this result ! Ask the rising generations? They realize it not. They know nothing of it, only as they hear it handed
down by their ancestors, or read it from the pages of history, and they cannot give
too much honor to these worthy old pioneers for their great work, the fruits of which
they may enjoy for ages to come. Joseph, the second son, is now carrying on the farm.
He was married, June lb, 1878, to Mary B., daughter of Stephen and Mary Wright,
natives of Rockingham County, Virginia, by whom he has had three children—one
only living, Seth Thomas.
DAVID R. BOWMAN, farmer ; P. 0. New Lebanon; born in this township on
the old home place of his father September 4. 1830 ; is a son of John and Elizabeth
Bowman, whose history is given in sketch of John Bowman in this work. Our subject lived with his father, and was brought up to farm labor till twenty-five years of age;
was married April 17, 1856, to Mary, daughter of Michael and Sarah (Flory) Priser,
he a native of Maryland, but became an early settler of this county and lived and died
here. His wife died in 1834; they had five children—Barbara, Samuel, John, Mary
and Joseph. Mr. Prizer married for his second wife Margaret Ann Shepler, by whom
he had one child—William ; his second wife died and he was married the third time to
Catharine Fiant, by whom he had four children—Elizabeth, Daniel, Jonas and Noah.
Mr. Prizer died January 6, 1875, aged seventy-five years; his widow is still living, now
seventy-five years of age. Mary Prizer was born February 12, 1832. Mr. Bowman
and wife have six. children—Barbara A., born February 14, 1857 ; Minnie E., January
20, 1859; Joseph P., September 30. 1861; Amanda L., January 14, 1864; Emma
K., May 24, 1866, and Eliza O, born January 13, 1869. Mr. Bowman has always
followed farming as an occupation, and has always resided in the immediate neighborhood of his birthplace, never living over one mile from the old home place; he bought
and located upon the place where he now lives, in March, 1874. Mr. Bowman and
wife are worthy members of the German Baptist Church, to which they have belonged
about six years.
GEORGE W. BRIGHT, retired, New Lebanon ; born in Fairfield County, Ohio,
January 1, 1809; is a son of George and Francis (Bowman) Bright, natives of Virginia. The grandfather was Peter Bright, whose birthplace is not now known, but he
lived and died in Virginia. George Bright and family emigrated to Ohio and located
in Fairfield County in 1804; here he lived till quite aged and feeble, when he took up
his residence with some of his children in Hockinji County, and died there in August,
1864, aged eighty years; his wife died in July, 1876, aged ninety-two years. They
were parents of thirteen children; three now survive—George W., Joseph and John G.
Mr. Bright was a man of good education and taught school many seasons; was a good
penman and did a great deal of public business in making deeds and other legal papers; he served for some time as Clerk of the County and other local offices, being a
prominent and useful man in his day and community. Our subject was married June
21, 1832, to Mary Beery, by whom he had five children, all now deceased. His wife
died May 31, 1850, aged thirty-four years. On February 23, 1851, he was married to
Mrs. Mary Gulp, daughter of Solomon and Margaret Hufford, he a native of Virginia,
and she of Pennsylvania; by this union they have three children—Mary, born August
22, 1853 ; Catharine, born April 7, 1855 ; Effie, born January 23, 1862. Mr. Bright
first located in Hocking County, Ohio, where he resided several years; he resided in
Hocking and Fairfield Counties, till in November, 1865, when he removed to Montgomery County, and bought and located upon the farm where he now lives and has
since resided. This farm consists of fifty acres, which he purchased of William Clayton ; has good buildings and improvements, aud constitutes a very pleasant home and
residence; he also owns eighty acres iu Mercer County. Mr. Bright has filled several
offices; was one of the Board of Examiners of teachers for many years, also Township
Trustee and Clerk of the township; is now living retired from all active labor or business. He and wife are worthy members of the German Baptist Church, also four of
his children became members of the same church.
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EZRA COOK, farmer ; P. O. Farmersville; born in this county and township
September 7, 1840; is a son of Frederick and Catharine Cook, natives of Pennsylvania.
The grandfather, Christian Cook, was a native of Pennsylvania, but the great-grandfather was a native of Germany, who emigrated to America in an early day. Christian Cook emigrated from Pennsylvania to Ohio, locating in this township upon the
farm where Isaac Musselman now lives, in 1806, when the country for miles around was
almost an unbroken wilderness, the Indians and wild beasts roaming the forests at will ;
here he opened out right in the woods to make a home and a farm, and here he labored
and endured the many trials and hardships of those pioneer days, until, in 1814, he was
called away by death from works to rewards at the early age of forty-four years, and
there, upon the same farm where he lived and labored, he was buried, and there his
remains rest to the present day; his wife-died in 1863, aged eighty-nine years. They
were parents of eleven children ; five now survive—Margaret, Frederick, Christina,
Sarah and Michael. Frederick was seven years of age when his father died, but his
mother managed to keep her family together and raise them by her own hard labor.
Mr. Cook arrived at manhood; was married in 1829, to Catharine, daughter of Henry
and Eve Apple, natives of Pennsylvania; issue, seven children; six now survive—Rebecca, Henry, Catharine, Ezra, Aaron and Mary Ann. Mr. Cook, after his marriage,
located upon the farm where he now lives, and has ever since resided, a period of fiftyone years; he has cleared up the greater portion of the farm now in cultivation ;
erected all the buildings on the place, and did a great amount of hard labor, and is
now seventy-four years of age. Our subject lived with his father till after his majority.
Was married February 26, 1863, to Sarah, daughter of Henry and Sophia Staver,
whose history is given in sketch of Henry Staver; by this union, they have eight children—Izora Jane, Tilitha Florence, Cordie Alice, Ida Effie, Daisie B., Robert A.,
Christian A. and Daniel W. Mr. Cook, after his marriage, located upon the place
where he now lives, and has resided for seventeen years.
GILBERT DAVIS, farmer ; P.O. Johnsville; born in Washington County,
Md., December 10, 1837, is a son of Zachariah and Eva (Heller) Davis, natives of
Maryland. The paternal grandfather, Gilbert Davis, was a native of Wales, emigrating
to America in an early day. He lived and died in Maryland. The maternal grandfather, Daniel Heller, was a native of Germany, but was brought to America when about
four years of age, and also lived and died in Maryland. Zachariah and wife were born
and raised and spent their entire lives in their native State, Maryland. They were
parents of twelve children, eight now survive—George, Daniel, Mary, Joseph, Sarah,
Gilbert, John and Lucy. Our subject, at twelve years of age, started out into the
world to earn what he could, working here and there as he could find work, and thus
continued till his majority, obtaining but a limited education. I n August, 1859, Mr.
Davis emigrated to Ohio, and located in Johnsville, this county, and entered upon farming, which business he followed till the fall of 1874, when he entered upon mercantile
trade, which he followed about four years, having a good trade ; thence, he sold out and
located upon the farm where he now lives, and has since resided. Ou February 4,
1864, was celebrated his marriage with Eliza Jane, daughter of Henry and Mattie C.
Toby, natives of Maryland, but who became residents of Preble County, Ohio, in quite
an early day. They were parents of ten children ; eight now survive—Elizabeth, David,
Millie, Richard, Eliza Jane, Orion, Perry and William. Eliza Jane was born in this
county September 14, 1847 ; by this union they have had nine children ; six now survive—William P., Rolandus, Edward, Arvel, Charles and Harry. I n the war of the
rebellion, Mr. Davis volunteered in his country's defence, by enlisting in August, 1862
in the One Hundred and Twelfth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, which was afterward consolidated with the Sixty-third Regiment, in which he served till the close of
the war ; was with Gen. Sherman in his entire raid through the South, escaped without
a wound, received his discharge and returned home.
DANIEL S. DR AYER', farmer; P. 0. Farmersville; was born in Preble County,
Ohio, January 24, 1840. is a son of Daniel and Elizabeth (Gantz) Drayer, he a native
of Pennsylvania and she of Maryland. The grandfather, Peter Drayer, was also prob-
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ably a native of Pennsylvania, but emigrated to Ohio in 1818, locating in Jackson
Township, on the farm where our subject now resides, and there he lived and died,
This farm he purchased of Eobert Harding, taking the place when it was mostly in the
woods, and here ho bore his share of pioneer life and died, aged seventy-six years.
Daniel was born in Pennsylvania, August 27, 1809, being about nine years of age when
brought to this county, and here was raised, and grew to manhood, accustomed to all the
hardships and scenes of pioneer life ; was married, March 28, 1833, to Elizabeth Gantz,
born in Maryland, September 19, 1808. They had thirteen children, nine now living
—Susanna C„ Eliza Ann, Mary K., Elizabeth R., Daniel S., Simon P., Malissa K.,
John H. and Valentine. Mr. Drayer loca'ed in Preble County; resided there till
1848; thence bought the farm where Mr. Lowman now lives, in Jackson Township;
thence, two years later, bought the old homestead place, where our subject now lives,
and there resided till his death, Mardi 3, 187G, aged sixty-six years and six months;
his wile is still living, now seventy-three years of a¿e. In the fall of 1853, Mr. Drayer
fell from his wagon in crossing a ditch, and so injured his spine that he was a cripple
the balance of his life. Our subject was married, October 13, 1867, to Joan, daughter
of Lloyd and Margaret Templin ; he was born in Maryland ; married in Warren County,
Ohio, where he located, and are still residents of that county. They had five children,
four now living—Utilla, Joan, Elizabeth and Albert. Joan was born August 29,1813.
She has borne Mr. Drayer six children; five now survive—Valentine J., born August 19,
1868; Mary Olive, October 11, 1870; Jessie, April 11, 1877; Bell, November 18,
1879, and Minnie, born November 18, 1879. Mr. Drayer and wife have resided all
their married life where they now live, except from 1870 to 1875, during which they
resided in Indiana, returning to the home farm by the urgent request of his father,
where they have since resided. This farm has been in the Drayer family since its first
purchase, in 1818, a period of sixty-three years. Mr. Drayer now holds no office; was
Justice of the Peace while living in Indiana. He and wife are members of the Reformed Church.
OSCAR P. EDWARDS, M. D., physician, New Lebanon. Among the professional men of New Lebanon, and one of its most prominent citizens, wo here present
Dr. Oscar P. Edwards, who was born in Butler County, Ohio, April 13, 1836; is a son
of William C. and Nancy (Hall) Edwards, he a native of New Jersey, and she of Virginia. The paternal grandfather, Usai Edwards, was also a native of New Jersey, but
who emigrated to Ohio with his family and located in Butler County in 1805, where he
resided till his death. William C. was about two years of age when brought to Butler
County by his father, and there he grew to manhood accustomed to the hardships and
trials of pioneer life. Was married and became the father of nine children ; seven now
survive—Benjamin, Angeline, Oscar P., Harriet, Julius, Bryant H . and Wilbur J.
Mr. Edwards has followed farming as an occupation, and resided in Butler County till
the spring of 1865, when he became a resident of Shelby County, where he has since
resided. He is a prominent and prosperous farmer, and while in Butler County held the
office of Justice of the Peace for nine years. Our subject remained with his father
brought up to farm labor till eighteen years of age, receiving a good common-school
education; thence he was in a printing-office in Hamilton one or two years; thence entered upon teaching, which occupation he followed five winters ; iu the winter of 1859-60,
he attended Bacon's Commercial College at Cincinnati, but in the meantime, he had
devoted much time to the reading of medicine, having determined to make the practice
of medicine his profession. In October, 1862, he entered the Eclectic Medical Institute of Cincinnati, and, on the 18th of February, 1864, he graduated and received his
diploma; on April 9, of the same year, he located in New Lebanon and commenced the
practice of his profession, where he still resides, and where he has built up a good and
lucrative practice, and has won the esteem and confidence of his community ; was
elected Justice of the Peace in fall of 1875, and re-elected in 1878. In April, 1879,
was elected Mayor of the town, and re-elected in April, 1881 ; has been Notary Public and
held various other offices as placed upon him by the votes of his community. On February 26, 1867, he was united in marriage with Miss Susan, daughter of John and
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Eliza Martin, natives of Pennsylvania; they were parents of eight children—Sarah,
Mary, Reuben, Catharine, William, Susan, Henry and Sophia; he died September 19,
1879; his widow is still living, now seventy-four years of age. Dr. Edwards and wife
by their union have had six children; five now survive—Blanche, John W., Omar K.,
Hortense E. and Monica E.
HENRY GABLE,farmer; P. 0. Farmersville; born in Butler County, Ohio, January 23, 1837; is a son of Lewis and Elizabeth (Long) Gable, natives of Reading,
Penn. The paternal grandfather, Lewis Gable, was a native of England, but who emigrated to America about 1788, being about twenty years of age; he served as a soldier
in the war of 1812, and resided in Pennsylvania till his death. Lewis, the eldest son
of bis father, was born in 1794, and grew to manhood in his native State, Pennsylvania, but emigrated to Ohio about 1819 ; was married and became the father of six
children; three now survive—William, Susan and Henry. Mr. Gable became a resident of Montgomery County about 1840; was a farmer by occupation, and passed the
remainder of his life in this county, dying in Jackson Township on the farm where
Henry now lives, July 26, 1870, aged seventy-six years. Our subject remained with
his father till his death; was married November 15, I860, to Mary Jane, daughter of
Jacob and Sarah Eagle, he a native of Maryland, and she of Pennsylvania; issue, seven
children; five now survive—Amanda Catharine, Amelia Jane, Emma Cenora, Jesse
Allen and Bessie. Mr. Gable, since his majority, has lived upon the same farm where
he now resides, a period of twenty-five years; his farm consists of 111 acres with good
buildings and improvements, located about one mile east of Farmersville, and is a very
pleasant home and residence ; he also owns eighty acres of land three miles north of Farmersville. Mr. Gable has been School Director eleven years, and Township Treasurer
four years; is a worthy member of the German Reformed Church, to which he has
belonged twenty-six years.
A B R A H A M GATIVEY, merchant, New Lebanon ; born in Jefferson Township,
this county. January 6, 1850 ; is a son of Martin and Susanna (Miller) Gauvey, he a
native of Pennsylvania and she of this county ; the paternal grandfather, Martin Gauvey, was a native of Pennsylvania, and lived and died in his native State. He was a
preacher in the German Baptist Church. The maternal grandfather, Abraham Miller,
was a native of Virginia, but became a resident of this county probably about 1820,
and here married and lived till his death. The father of our subject emigrated from
Pennsylvania to this county about 1827, when about twenty-one years of age ; was
married to Anna Rollman, by whom he had two children—one only now living—
Sarah, who is a resident of Dayton. His wife died about 1836. On April 18, 1841,
he was again united in marriage to Susanna Miller, daughter of Abraham and Christina
Miller, natives of Virginia, by whom he had six children. Five now survive—George
B., Martin V., Daniel, John G. and Abraham. Mr. Gauvey was a miller by trade,
which business he followed through life. He died March 30, 1854, aged forty-eight
years. On February 20, 1856, his widow was married to Daniel Brumbaugh, a native
of Miami County, but who was raised and grew to manhood in this county ; issue, four
children, three now living—Mary E., Sarah Jane and Alvin J.
Our subject was four years of age when his father died, but was cared for by his
mother till old enough to work, when he was placed out to work on a farm, and thus
continued till fourteen years of age ; from this time till twenty years of age, he raised
tobacco on shares, but in the meantime he had obtained a good common school education ; thence he taught school several winters. In November, 1878, he purchased a
general stock of merchandise and entered upon the mercantile trade, which business he
has successfully carried on since ; has a good and increasing trade, and has the confidence of his community; has served as Olerk of the town since its first incorporation.
Was married March 26, 1874, to Miss Virginia S., daughter of Solomon and Elizabeth
Stoner, natives of Virginia ; issue, three children—Sadie Isabel, born December 27,
1874; Hattie Jane, born April 14, 1877, and Jesse S., born March 20, 1879.
CYBUS H. GILBERT, farmer; P. O. Germantown ; born in this county, May
17, 1832, is a son of James and Sarah (Zeller) Gilbert, he a native of Maryland and
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she of Ohio. The paternal grandfather, Jeremiah Gilbert, was a native of England,
who emigrated to America at quite an early day, and located in Maryland, where
he lived till his death. The maternal grandfather, John Zeller, was a native of Pennsylvania, but became one of the early settlers of German Township, this county,
where he lived and died. James, while quite a young man, emigrated to Ohio, locating
in this county, in Jefferson Township ; was married and became the father of ten children ; seven now survive—Cyrus IL, Lovina, John A., Sarah, Candaee, James M.
and Oliver F. Mr. Gilbert was a wagon maker by trade, which business he followed
for several years : thence gave his attention to farming, which occupation he has since
followed. Mr. Gilbert commenced in life a poor man, and by his own industry and
good management became possessed of a large amount of property and has given each
of his children a farm, enabling them to have a good start in life. He is now eightyone years of age and quite robust and active for one of his age. He and wife are now
residing iu Germantown, retired from the active labors of life. Our subject remained
with his father till twenty-three years of age; was married January 11, 1855, to Mary,
daughter of Michael and Elizabeth Myers, he a native of Maryland and she of Virginia. Mr. Myers was brought to this county, Jefferson Township, in 1803, and grew
to manhood inured to tho scenes and trials of those early days. He was here when
they ground their meal by hand on a crank mill ; when grain sold for (He per bushel,
the only market being to supply the immigrants who arrived as new settlers of the
neighborhood. There was then no market for anything at Dayton, and very little at
Cincinnati. These were times when it took groat physical and mental strength, great
powers of endurance and stamina of character to carry them through ; but they were
true to their purpose, and well and faithfully did they perform their labors, and the
present and future generations will reap the benefits of thfir labors. Cyrus Hilbert and wife by their union have had eight children—Lizzie Jane, Charles L, F. Ida,
Sallie Ann, Laura A., Posa Ii., Abraham L. and James Edmond. Mr. Gilbert, after
his marriage, bought and located upon the farm where ho now lives and has since
resided, a period of twenty-six years ; his farm is in the southeast corner of the township, aud consists of 136 acres of land, with good buildings and improvements, constituting a very pleasant home and farmer's residence. He also owns a farm of 121 acres
in Preble County. Ohio. Mr. Gilbert is one of the prominent farmers of Jacksou
Township and stands high in his community as a man of ability and integrity of character; is one of the Trustees of the township. He and wife are active and consistent
members of the United Brethren Church, to which ho has belonged since eighteen
years of age, a period of thirty-one years.
A B R A H A M HARP, farmer ; P. 0. Farmersville ; born in Jefferson Township,
this county, October 31, 1810 ; is a son of Jacob and Elizabeth (Bowman ) Harp,
natives of Berks County, Penn. The grandfather, Frederick Harp, was probably born
in Pennsylvania, where he spent all his life till, two weeks before his death, he came to
this county and died and was buried here. J-acob, who was raised and grew to manhood in his native State, emigrated to Ohio in the spring of 1816, coming through by
team, and was six weeks on the road ; he located in Jefferson Township, where he
resided till April, 1857, when he moved to Germantown and resided till his death,
which occurred in August following the same year, aged seventy-seven years ; his wife
died about 1875, aged ninety-four years. They were parents of eight children, two
sons and six daughters, of whom four now survive—Catharine, Fanny, Abraham
and Christina. Mr. Harp was a soldier in the war of 1812; was one of the
pioneers of the county, and bore his full share of the hardships and deprivations oí
those early days. Our subject was born and raised in this county and inured to the
scenes and events of those times ; remained with his father till thirty-three years ot
ago; was married December 7, 1814, to Polly, daughter of Jacob and Mary Peters,
natives of Pennsylvania, but who became residents of this county, locating on the farm
where Mr. Harp now lives, in 1831 ; by this union they have had seven children, six
now living—, leremiah, Mariah, Leah, Henry, Sarah and David. Mr. Harp has
always followed farming as an occupation; ho bought and located upon his present farm
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in the spring of 1868, where he has since resided. Mr. Harp started out in life a poor
man, but by his own labor, industry and good management has accumulated a good
amount of property; he owns three farms, embracing 350 acres of good land, with
good buildings and improvements, also another twenty-acre tract of land. Mr. Harp
and wife are members of the United Brethren Church, to which they have belonged
twenty-five years, and he has been Treasurer of the Sabbath school for twenty years.
SAMUEL M. HECK, farmer ; P. 0. Farmersville ; born in Virginia, July 13,
1813 ; is a son of David and Magdalena (Spitler) Heck ; he is a native of Maryland
and she of Pennsylvania. The grandfather, David Heck, was a native of Maryland,
but his father was born in Germany. David, the grandfather, was a soldier in the
Revolutionary war, was one of the most active and devoted patriots of the country ; he
lived and died in his native State, Maryland. David, the father, was the eldest of a family
of three sons and two daughters, and when but a boy left his home to battle with the
world, and to make his own livelihood ; he learned the trades of blacksmithing and
wagon making, which busines he followed during his life. He left his native State and
became a resident of Virginia, where he resided till the fall of 1819, when he came to
Ohio and located in Madison Township, this county, where he resided till his death; he
died January 13, 1878, aged ninety-four years ; his wife died about 1858. They were
parents of seven children; six now survive—Samuel M , John, David, Elizabeth, Susan
and Polly Ann. Mr. Heck was a soldier in the war of 1812 ; he became oue of the
early pioneers of this county and bore his full share of the hardships and deprivations
of this then new country, opened out right in the woods, clearing a good farm ; was one
of the prominent and active men in all public enterprises of his day ; was a Justice of
the Peace six years, and was a Director and the Treasurer of the Dayton & Eaton Pike,
from its completion till his feebleness from old age forbade his acting in that capacity longer
and in his death passed away one of our most worthy pioneers and useful citizens. Our
subject, who was the eldest of his father's family, and consequently took a leading part
in clearing up and opening out the farm, and being one ofthat active nature who loved
hard work, found at the age of sixteen that he was liable to break down his health,
turned his attention to acquire an education ; he attended school eighteen months, then
began teaching, and taught six years ; thence took instruction from a celebrated teacher
from Connecticut about six months ; thence renewed his profession of teaching, which
he followed fifteen years more, when his health failing him, he turned his attention to
farming; was married December 25, 1839, to Catharine, daughter of Abraham and
Elizabeth YVarner natives of Pennsylvania; issue nine children, eight now survive—
Mary Ann, Amanda, James F., Melissa, David B., Altha L., Minnie A. and Laura A.
Mr. Heck, after his marriage, resided on his farm near Johnsville, till the fall of 1873,
when he sold this farm and in the spring of 1874, bought and located upon the place
where he now resides. This farm he purchased of Peter Buzzard, agent for the estate
of Samuel Buzzard, deceased ; it consists of ninety-five acres with good buildings and
improvements, and cost $10,000. Mr. Heck having obtained a good education, and
being naturally of an active spirit has filled most all the positions and offices of trust in
his'township, being finally compelled by his advancing years to refuse further official
trusts. In the spring of 1880, Mr. Heck was foreman on a special jury in trying the
" Huffman will case," one of the most important cases ever tried iu this county, in
which was involved $1,500,000, and upon which the jury sat nineteen days, rendering
a verdict in favor of the plaintiff—the Seely heirs. He has done a great amount of
surveying in his neighborhood, and has been one of the most active and useful, as he
is now most respected, citizens of this township.
DAVTD É. HEISEY, merchant and Postmaster, Farmersville, born in Lancaster County, Penn., August 12, 1835, is a son of Martin and Elizabeth (Engle) Heisey,
natives of Pennsylvania. The grandfather, John Heisey, was also a native of Pennsylvania, who lived and died in his native State. The maternal grandfather, Jacob Engle,
was also a native of Pennsylvania, and lived and died in Lancaster County, Penn. Mr.
Martin Heisey emigrated to Ohio in May, 1850, coming through in wagons, and were
twenty-one days making the journey. He located in Miami County and remained there
r
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till in September ; thenee located in Butler Township, this county, where he has since
resided. He always followed farming as an occupation, till advancing years forbade his
further active labor, and, having obtained a good competency, has lived retired, principally from hard, active labor, for many years. Mr. Heisey was married and became the
father of eleven children ; five now survive—John, Barbara, Martha, Susan and David
E. His wife died in January, 1875, aged seventy-two years ; he is still residing on
the old home place, now about eighty-six years of age. Our subject remained with his
father till near his majority, brought up to farm labor, receiving a good common school
education; then for some years engaged in various business as agent, when, on the
breaking-out of the war of the rebellion, he enlisted in the Sixty-third Ohio Volunteer
Infantry and served through the war, being, during this time, veteranized by re-enlistment. He was first under Rosecrans and afterward with Gen. Sherman on his celebrated raid through the South; was wounded at the battle of Atlanta and disabled for
a time, but at the close of the war returned safely home. Mr. Heisey enlisted as a
private, was promoted to Orderly Sergeant, thence to First Lieutenant, in which
capacity he served to the end of the war. In the spring of 1866, Mr. Heisey entered
into the general merchandise trade with D. W. Sinks, in Farmersville, and thus continued till the summer of 1867, when they sold out. In the spring of 1868, he entered
in partnership with John Flory in the mercantile trade, in Winchester, Preble Co.,
Ohio, and continued till in the fall of the same year, when he sold out his interest to
Mr. Flory. In the spring of 1869, he bought out a harness and trimming shop in Farmersville and put in a stock of groceries, and continued in this combination of business
about three years; thence sold out the harness and trimming department, continued the
grocery business combined with' hardware and notions to the present time ; was appointed Postmaster in 1870, which office he has since held. Mr. Heisey was united in
marriage, March 19, 1868, to Anna, daughter of Edward and Ellen Livingood, natives
of Pennsylvania, but who became residents of Ohio, where he died. They were parents
of seven children ; three now survive—Anna, Samuel Peter and Zephaniah. Mr. Heisey and wife by their union have had five children, three now living, Edward M., Herbert S. and Glenna B.
D A N I E L HOOPS, farmer, P. 0. Farmersville, born in this township August 24,
1817, is a son of Evan and Susanna (Sheets) Hoops, he a native of Pennsylvania
and she of Virginia, he becoming a resident of Virginia when quite young. He was
twice married ; first, to Catharine Kinsey, by whom he had seven children, three now
living—Jane, John and Christian. In 1811, Mr. Hoops, with his family, emigrated to
Ohio and located in Jackson Township on the place now owned by W. Kennedy.
This place he took right in the woods, with not a stick amiss, and commenced in true
log-cabin life. Being one of the earliest settlers, he experienced all the roughness and
hardships of trué pioneer life. He was a tailor by trade, and applied nearly all his time
to that business, hiring the clearing-up of his farm done by others. I t is said that he
had so much work pressed upon him, that for weeks he never went to bed to sleep except on Saturday nights, taking what little rest he could, when he became tired, by
laying his head on a bolt of cloth, taking a short sleep, then going to work again, aud
thus he labored on. He lost his wife by death December 25, 1814. In the summer
of 1816, he married for his second wife Susanna Sheets, by whom he had seven children, five now living—Daniel, Sarah, Minerva, Henry and Solomon. Mr. Hoops died
in June, 1862, aged eighty-two years; his wife is still living, now residing in Wells
County, Ind., at eighty-nine years of age, and is still a spry and hearty old lady. Our
subject, born and raised here, grew to manhood inured to the scenes and hardships of
those early days; was married, May 26, 1842, to Mary Ann, daughter of Jacob and
Sarah Ann De Lawter, natives of Maryland, who emigrated to Ohio in 1820, located
in Jackson Township, and were among the early settlers, opening out in the woods
without a stick amiss, and here he lived till his death, July 17, 1877, aged eightythree years, having a continued residence on the place where he first located of
fifty-seven years. His wife died in Farmersville December 29, 1880, aged eightythree years. Their children numbered eleven, six now living —Rebecca, Mary Ann,
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Catharine, David, Lewis and Elizabeth. Mr. Hoops and wife have four children—
Sarah, Susanna, Jacob and Rebecca Jane. Mr. Hoops, after his marriage, located
near the old home place ; is now on the third place he ever owned, and all have
been within one mile of the old homestead. The farm upon which he now lives he
purchased of the administrator of Jacob Smith, deceased, in the tall of 1863, and
located on the same in March, 1864; has one hundred acres of land, with good
buildings aud improvements. Mr. Hoops has served as Constable and Township
Trustee, but now refuses all public offices, believing them unprofitable.
D A V I D KINSEY, farmer, P. 0. Farmersville, was born on the farm where he
now resides, February 25, 1815, is a son of John and Elizabeth (Mullendore) Kinsey,
natives of Virginia. The maternal grandfather, Jacob Mullendore, was also a native of
Virginia, but emigrated to Ohio and located in this county where Gettersburg now
stands in 1801 or 1802, here he carried on the tanning business for many years till his
death. He was a very active, industrious man, and carried quite an extensive business
for those pioneer days. During the war of 1812, he hauled flour to Greenville for the
army, and they tried to press his team into the service, but by hard driving he escaped,
and returned home. John Kinsey came to this county with Mr. Mullendore, was
drafted in the war of 1812, but hired a substitute. He entered the land from the
Government upon which our subject now lives in 1817, and here he lived till his death.
He opened out right in the woods, cutting out the first stick of timber, built a log
house and commenced in rough pioneer style, roofed his house with boards without uny
nails, and every severe storm would blow off his roof, and again he would re-roof it ;
and thus he lived and endured all the many hardships and deprivations of those early
days. But before he died he had erected the present large barn that still stands on the
place, which was at that time one of the best in the township. He died in March,
1819.
He was the father of eight children, three now living—Mary, David and
Jonas. His widow married for her second husband, Jacob Meyers, by whom she had
five children, two now survive—Lydia and John. She died i n 1855. Our subject was
raised and grew to manhood on the old home place, where he now lives ; was married
October 18, 1839, to Catharine, daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth Mullendore, he a
native of Virginia, and she of Pennsylvania. They were parents of nine children,
seven now living—Jacob, Elizabeth, Catharine, George, Aaron, Susanna and Joseph ;
two deceased—Daniel and Noah. Mr. Kinsey and wife havé eleven children, all living
—Joseph, Elizabeth, Nancy Jane, John W., Susan, George A., Aaron, Noah M„ Perry
D., Catharine and Charles Franklin. Mr. Kinsey after their marriage located in German Township, where he lived eleven years, thence moved on to the old home farm, where
he has since resided. This farm has always remained in the family name ever since its
first entry from the Government. Mr. Kinsey has from time to time purchased more
land till at one time he was owner of over 1,000 acres of land, constituting him one of
the largest land-owners in this vicinity. He has since given some to his children and
sold a portion, and still owns 550 acres; has erected a good brick house upon the
home place, and made other improvements till he has a fine homé and residence. Mr.
Kinsey has been one of the most active business farmers of this township, and has accumulated a large amount of property by his own industry and good management, and
his history and that of his ancestors is of more than ordinary interest, and deserves a
special place in the history and records of this county.
GEORGE P. MICHAEL, farmer, P. O. Germantown, was born in Frederick
County, Md., December 9, 1834, is a son of John and Charlotte (Dull) Michael,
natives of Maryland. The paternal grandfather, Peter Michael, was also a native of
Maryland, but became a resident of Montgomery County in the spring of 1836, and
located in German Township, where he lived till his death. John, about six months
after their arrival in this county, located in Jefferson Township, where he has since
resided. He is the father of eight children—Cornelius, Rhuanna, George P.. John H.,
Jacob, Mary M., Wesley and Enos. Mr. Michael lost his wife by death, since which
his eldest daughter has been his housekeeper. He is now seventy-six years of age, and
still resides upon the same place where he first located, having made a continued resi-

346

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES :

denee here of forty-four years. Our subject lived with his father till his majority:
was married February 24, 1856, to Sarah, daughter of .Jonathan and Lydia Myers,
natives of Pennsylvania, but who became among the pioneers of this county, locating
here about 1803, when all was a wilderness, filled with wild beasts and Indians. Mr.
Myers is now a resident of Germantown, and has reached the advanced age of eightytwo years. He endured his full share of the trials and hardships of the pioneer days,
but he has lived to see the great transformation of this once wild country into one of
the most beautiful and wealthy counties of the State. And to him and all other coworkers of those early days is due great praise and honor for the work they accomplished. Mr. Michael, by this union, became the father of eight children, seven now
living—Ellen, Mary Ann, Lucinda, Emma, Amanda, Perry and Charles E. His wife
died January 29, 1874. On December 7, 1876, he was married to Miss Mollie, daughter of Peter and Anna (Bowen) Rauch, he a native of Ohio and she of Pennsylvania;
by tins union they have two children—Jesse P. and George Oscar. Mr. Michael
bought and located upon the farm where he now lives in the winter of 1872 ; it consists of 103 acres of land with good buildings and improvements, constituting a pleasant home and residence.
CHRISTIAN MUSSULMAN, tobacco dealer, New Lebanon, born in Germany,
April 12, 1823, is a son of David and Elizabeth Musselman, natives of Germany, who
lived and died in their native country. They were parents of nine children; eight now
survive—David, Henry, Christian, Jacob, John, Barbara, Magdalena aud Christina. The
sons arc all residents of this country, but the daughters are still residents ot Germany.
Mr. Musselman was a farmer in his native country, and carried on quite an extensive
business, also carried on quite an extensive business in distilling, and in raising stock,
and was a leading man in his community. Our subject was only nine years of age when
his father died ; he then lived with his uncle till fourteen years of age, when he learned
the cabinet-making business, which ho followed till the spring of 1846, when he emigrated to America, and landed at New Orleans June 10, 1846, thence came direct to
thi-i place, where he had a brother who had preceded him ; here he located, aud has since
resided, with the exception of about two years' residence in Dayton ; was married, September 25, 1848, to Miss Eliza, daughter of John and Mary Myers, natives of Maryland, now residents of Preble County. They had seven daughters and six sons, nine
now survive—Emanuel, Margaret, Mary, Eliza, Catharine, Julia Ann, Elizabeth,
John P. and Sanford N. Eliza was born in Maryland, January 22, 1831, and came
with her parents to this county in 1833. Mr. Musselman and wife, by this union,
have had six children, five now survive—John H , Mary O, David J., Elizabeth Ellen,
and Clara N. Mí. Musselman, after his marriage, located in New Lebanon, where he
carried on his trade till about 1860, when he entered upon the business of buying leaf
tobacco, which business he has ever since successfully followed. Mr. Musselman is an
active and prominent man in his community; was elected a Justice of the Peace in
1857 and served three terms, after which he refused to serve longer, though earnestly
urged to do so by a confiding public. He and wife are members of the Reformed
Chureh.
BE JAM I N F R A N K L I N NUSHAVVG, carpenter, Farmersville, was born in
Wayne -Township, this county, January 4, 1853 ; is a son of Israel B. and Elizabeth
(Fields) Nushawg, natives of Berks County, Penn. The grandparents were John and
Catharine Nushawg, natives of Pennsylvania. The great-grandfather, Michael Nushawg,
was a native of Germany, but who, when one and a half years of age, was brought to
America somewhere from 1750 to 1760, and spent his entire life, and died in Pennsylvania in 1823. John, the grandfather, raised in Pennsylvania, grew to manhood, was
married, and became the father of two children, one only now living—Israel B. In
June, 1840, he came with his family to Ohio, and located in Madison Township, this county, where he resided till his death, August 22, 1852, aged nearly
seventy-two years. His wife died in October, 1853, aged seventy-two years. Israel
B. was born in Berks County, Penn., May 12, 1821, being about nineteen years
of age when he came to this county, and lived with his father till his death ; was mar-
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ried, March 14, 1853, to Mary Elizabeth, daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth Fields,
natives of Pennsylvania, but became residents of this county in 1833. They had nine
children; six now survive—Mary Elizibeth, Catharine, Edward J., Arabel and George
and Jacob (twins). Mr. Fields died March 11, 1859 ; his widow is still living, now
seventy-five years of age. Mary Eliz ibeth was born in Madison Township, October 14.
1833. Mr."Nushawg and wife have eleven children, all living—Benjamin F., Mary
C George W., Edward J., Israel W., Amanda E., William L , Oliver O, Ella Nora
¥.', Jonathan P. and Harriet Luella. In the fall of 1853, Mr. Nushawg bought and
located upon the place where he now lives, and has since resided. Our subject remained with his father till twenty-three years of aire, since which time he has followed
the carpenter trade. Was married, January 6, 1876, to Lydia A. Ellen, daughter of
George and Magdalena Cupp, he a native of Virginia and she of Pennsylvania
They
are parents offivechildren; three now survive—Nancy, Lydia A. Ellen and Emma. Mr.
Nushawg and wife, by their union, have one child—Warnan Luther. Mr. Nushawg,
after his marriage, located in Farmersville, where he has since resided and followed his
trade, as contractor and builder, and, although comparatively a young man, he has all
the work he can do, and is doing quite a large business in his line.
JOHN N. PRINTZ, general merchant, Farmersville, born in Butler County, Ohio,
March 7, 1828, is a son of John and Hannah (Julie) Printz, he a native of Pennsylvania, an d she of New Jersey. The maternal grandfather, Henry Julic, was also a native
of New Jersey. Mr. John Printz, the father, emigrated to Ohio when a young, single
man and settled in Warren County ; was married aud became the father of six children ;
four now survive—Edwin R., Dianthe, John N. and Edward R. Mr. Printz, after
residing for awhile in Butler County, returned to Warren County, where he resided till
his death; his wife lived tili May 13, 1873, when she departed this life. Our subject
was about ten years of age when his father died, and he was then thrown upon the
world and raised among strangers, and received a limited education, and was brought
upon the stage of action, as he arrived to manhood, to launch out for himself the best
he could. Having, at fifteen years of age, commenced to learn the tailoring business,
which, in due time, he mastered, and followed that business twenty-eight years. Was
married, March 7, 1850, to Miss Mary L., who was born in Vermont August 3, 1832 ;
a daughter of Earl and Frances (Bushnell) Smith, natives of Vermont. They were
parents of four children ; three now survive—Cylena F., Lucy A. and Mary L. The
second child and only son, Joyce O, grew to manhood, and, when about thirty-two
years of age, was Captain of the steamer Phoenix on Lake Michigan, aud, on November 21, 1847, his boat took fire and was entirely consumed, and all on.board lost (130
passengers), except the Clerk, Mr. Jackson, who was saved by clinging to a mast. Mr.
Smith's wife died November 21,1830. He married for his second wife Miss Mary
Pearson, by whom he had one child—Emma F. On the 10th of August, 1842, he
was called" to mourn the death of his second wife. On July 4, 1843, he was again
married to Mrs. Sallie Jackson, by whom he had one child—Nathan C. Mr. Smith
and family emigrated to Ohio in 1838 and located in Lake County, where he resided
till his death, which occurred September 21, 1872, aged seventy-seven years. Mr.
Printz and wife by their union have ten children—Mary E., Hannah G., Abraham E.,
Francis F., Edward C., Emma F., David E., Lurenda Candace, Orlando C. and Zaniia
May.
Mr. Printz became a resident of this county, locating at Farmersville in September, 1854, where he has since resided. Here he followed his trade till the fall of 1866,
when he entered upon the mercantile trade, in which he continued, till, in 1869, he sold
out. In the spring of 1872, he again opened out a general store, in which he has continued to the present time, and is now the leading merchant in Farmersville, doing a
good trade, having the confidence and respect of his community; and, we may justly
say, much credit is due Mr. Printz for the success he has made in business life ; starting as he did a poor boy and cast upon the world among strangers to choose his own
course of life, his posterity may well feel proud of and fondly cherish his memory for
ages to come.
JACO 11 PULSE, farmer, P. 0. Farmersville, born in Lebanon County, Penn.,
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February 10, 1816; is a son of Jacob and Polly (Nouse) Pulse, natives of Pennsylvania, but who emigrated to Ohio and located in Butler County in 1821, where they
lived about eight or ten years, thence located in this county in Jackson Township,
where he lived till his death, which occurred about 1857, being about seventy-two
years of asm, and had been a resident of this township many years ; his wife died
many years previous, or about 1831. This was his first wife, and by her he had eight
children ; three now survive—Solomon, Jacob and Daniel. He married for his second
wife Polly Mengle, by whom he had one child, Julia Ann. In little more than a year,
he was called to mourn the death of his second wife. He was married the third time
to Mrs. Elizabeth Mabee, by whom he had one son, now deceased, and one daughter,
Elizabeth. With his third and last wife he lived till his death. Mr. Pulse was a carpenter and joiner by trade, which business he followed all his life. Our subject lived
with his father till about fifteen years of age, when he left home to learn the carpenter
and joiner trade, which business he afterward followed about eighteen years ; thence he
entered upon farming. He bought and located upon the farm now owned by David
Stoner, where he resided till the spring of 1869, when, having sold that farm, he bought
and located upon his present farm, where he has since resided. Mr. Pulse was married
April 15, 1841, to Elizabeth, daughter of Adam and Mary Basore, native of Pennsylvania, but who became residents of this county in 1835. They were parents of five
children ; two now living—David and Daniel. Mr. Pulse and wife by their union have
had six children; four now survive—William M., Joseph, Charles Allen, and Mary
Ann.
His wife died August 12, 1880, aged sixty-three years and seven months. Mr.
Pulse started in life a poor boy, and by labor and industry has acquired a good competency ; owns a farm of 168 acres, with good improvements, constituting a good home
and residence.
P H I L I P ROADES,farmer, P.O. Farmersville, born in this county and township October 14, 1828, is a son of Jacob T. and Sarah (Siler) Roades, he a native of
Pennsylvania and she of Virginia. The paternal grandfather, Philip Roades, emigrated
from Pennsylvania to Ohio and located in Montgomery County about 1804, being one
among the early settlers, locating here when there were only a few cabins where the
large city of Dayton now stands, and witnessed and experienced a full share of the
hardships of pioneer life, and the trials and dangers of the war of 1812. Jacob was
about nine years of age when brought to this county, and here was raised and inured
to the scenes of pioneer life; was married and became the father of nine children by
his first wife ; six now survive—Magdalena, Philip, Philemon, Amos, Thomas and
Elizabeth. His wife died and he was married to Josephine Fullmore, by whom he had
four children; three now survive—Amanda, William and John. Mr. Roades died in
March, 1872, aged seventy-seven years. Our subject lived with his father till twentyseven years of age; was married August, 1852, to Mary Ann, daughter of Joseph and
Mary Weldy, by whom he had five children ; two only now survive—Eliza Jane and
Jacob D. Mr. Roades soon after his marriage bought and located upon the farm where
he now lives and has since resided—a period of twenty-eight years. He has a fine
farm of eighty-two acres, with good buildings and improvements, and constitute a very
pleasant home and residence, located about one mile southeast of Farmersville.
JOHN RUMBARGER, farmer, P. 0. Farmersville, born in Lancaster County,
Penn., July 2, 1796 ; is a son of George and Margaret Rumbarger, natives of Pennsylvania, but who emigrated to Ohio and located the farm where John now lives, in the
summer of 1806, being among the first pioneers of tills township. Here he labored
and toiled clearing up his farm, enduring the many hardships of that early day, and
lived and died on the same farm upon which he first located. He was the father of
two children, one only now living—John—who still resides upon the old home place ;
is now nearly eighty-five years of age and has made a continued residence here of seventy-five years, a period of time almost unprecedented.
Mr. Rumbarger was married August 24, 1816, to Elizabeth Miller, who was born
in Kentucky, August 14,1799; issue, eleven children; nine now survive—Michael,
Katharine, Mary, Eli, Elizabeth, Anna, Christiana, Hiram and Henry. His wife
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departed this life March 23, 1874. Mr. Rumbarger has seen the rough side of pioneer
life livin»' for several years a close neighbor of the Indians and wild beasts, the settlers
beim' few°and far between ; when they had to go ten miles to get their grists ground,
no schools and no churches. But he has lived to see great changes take place under
the progressive hand of civilization. The mighty forests have disappeared and waving
fields of grain appear in their stead ; fine churches and schools dot the land, and comfort and plenty prevail. These changes are so great that could those venerable ancestors be here and behold these beautiful homes and fields of this county, they could
scarcely believe that it was the same country where they once lived and endured so
many trials and hardships ; and our present and future generations cannot give too
much praise and honor to their memory for the first hard strokes they gave toward
bringing this country to its present flourishing condition. Henry now has charge of
the old home place, with whom his aged father now lives; he was born here July 10,
1830 ; was married October 31, 1871, to Mrs. Eliza J. Leias. Mrs. Leías, by her first
husband, had two children, Louisa Ann and Sarah Catharine.
E L I RUMBARGER, farmer, P. 0. Farmersville, born June 19, 1823, on the
old home place, where his father, John Rumbarger, now lives, and whose history appears in sketch of Henry Rumbarger ; our subject remained with his father till twentyseven years of age ; was married June 3, 1850, to Miss Harriet, daughter of John
and Sallie Shell, natives of Pennsylvania. The paternal grandfather, Henry Shell,
was also a native of Pennsylvania, but became an early settler of this county, locating
near Miamisburg, probably between 1820 and 1825, where he lived and died. The
maternal grandfather, Jacob Kercher, was a native of Pennsylvania, and became one of
the early settlers of Miami Township, locating there early in the nineteenth century,
when there were only a few houses in Cincinnati, and resided in that township till his
death. John Shell was but a young man when he came to this county with his father;
was married here and became the father of three children. Two now survive—Matilda
and Harriet.
His wife died in the fall of 1829. He married for his second wife
Catharine Gebhart, by whom he had four children, three now living—Henry, Emiline
and Andrew Cass. Mr. Shell died in October, 18G6, aged sixty-two years. Harnett
was born near Miamisburg, March 2, 1830. Mr. Rumbarger and wife by this_ union
have had three children, two now living—Rebecca and Sarah Jane. _ After their marriage, they lived with his father on the home farm eight years, then lived on a rented
farm two years, below Dayton ; thence, in spring of 1860, bought and located upon
the farm where he now lives and has since resided, with the exception of two or three
years, between 1872 and 1875, during which they lived in Miamisburg. This farm he
purchased of David Troup; it consists of 100 acres, with good buildings and improvements. Mr. Rumbarger and wife are members of the Lutheran Church, to which they
have belonged for fortv years, and he has been Elder in the same for several years.
JOSEPH RODEHEFFER, farmer, P. O. Farmersville, born in this county and
township February 27, 1816, is a son of Samuel and Barbara (Ruby) Rodeheffer, natives of Virginia, but who emigrated to Ohio and located in Jackson Township in 1813,
and soon after his arrival was drafted and served a short, time in the war of 1812. His
first location was on the farm now owned by David Bowman, and here he lived till his
death. This place he took right in the woods, and commenced to make a home and a
farm, cutting out the first stick ever taken from the land, and here he toiled and labored
for many years, enduring the hardships and deprivations of those early days ; but he
lived to clear up one hundred and twenty acres of land, erected a good brick house and
other buildings, making a very comfortable home and a good farm ; but this was accomplished by a great amount of labor and close economy, such as the present and future
generations know and realize very little. They were parents of nine children ; six now
survive—Catharine, John, Joseph, Samuel, Abraham and Mary. Our subject, being
born and raised in this township, grew to manhood familiar with the scenes and hardships of those early days; was married, December 10, 1830, to Sarah, daughter of
Peter and Margaret Souders, he a native of New Jersey and she of Pennsylvania; issue,
nine children ; five now survive—John A., Mary, Altha, Lucinda and Ira. His wife
0
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died in July, 1860. On May 18, 1864, he was married to Elizabeth, daughter of
Frederick and Catharine Stiver, natives of Pennsylvania; issue, two children; one only
living—William Henry. Mr. Rodeheffer, after his marriage, located on tho farm where
he now lives, and has since resided with the exception of five years, during which he
lived in Jefferson Township. This farm was the old home place of the Souders family,
and was purchased of the heirs; it consists of one hundred and fifty-one acres of land,
with good buildings and improvements. Mr. Rodeheffer and wife are members of the
Lutheran Church, to which he has belonged for forty-seven years.
SAMUEL SHANK, farmer, P. 0. Johnsville, born in Perry Township January
15, 1819, is a son of Jacob and Elizabeth (Noffsinger) Shank, he a native of Virginia
and she of Pennsylvania. He was born in February, 1784, was raised and grew to
manhood in his native State, and in the fall of 1808 he emigrated to Ohio and located
in Montgomery County, where he married iu 1810 and located on the farm where he
still resides, and has made a continued residence of seventy-two years, and all since his
marriage, which is probably unprecedented in the history of any other man in the
county. His wife died January 10, 1862, since which he has remained a widower aud
has resided with his son. They had twelve children ; seven now survive—Daniel, Samuel, Susanna, Henry, Eliza, Catharine and Elizabeth. This is a sketch of one of the
true pioneers of the county, opening out right in the woods, living the real log cabin
lite. The neighbors were few and far between, when they had to go several miles to
assist each other in raising their cabins, and Mr. Shank was always sent for, from far
and near, to act as a ''cornerman," he being one of the most experienced and muscular
men of that day. He is now past ninety-eight years of age ; has lived to see vast
changes take place in this county ; has seen the vast forests disappear and fine fields of
waving grain grow in their stead ; the rude and primitive log cabins supplanted by large
and commodious brick and frame houses ; the old wooden mold-board plows and other
clumsy and imperfect implements to pass from use, and fine steel and sulky plows and
machinery of the most improved kinds brought into use to do the work of the farmers
with ease aud comfort ; in fact, has seen nearly all of his cotemporaries pass away
from the stage of action to that world " from whose bourne no traveler e'er returns,"
and still he is here, and, should the " Reaper Death" spare his life two or three years
longer, will have seen one hundred summers come and go ; but whether he be summoned away sooner or later, the records of his long, upright and useful life can never
be effaced from the pages of history or the kind remembrance of his posterity. Our
subject was married, September 14, 1843, to Miss Anna Heck, by whom he had three
children—David, Samuel N . and John A. His wife died November 6, 1862. On May
31, 1863, he was married to Mary 0. Young, by whom he had three children, two now
living—William T. and Susan Flora. His second wife died February 8, 1872. On
March 30, 1873, he was married to Sarah O, daughter of Abraham and Mary F.
Brandenburg,- natives of Maryland ; issue, three children—Althéa B., Mary Elizabeth
aud Jacob A. Mr. Shank spent the first five years of his married life at home with
his father; thence, in the fall of 1848, bought and located where he now lives and has
since resided—a period of thirty-two years. This farm he purchased of David Leslie.
It now consists of seventy-six acres, upon which he has erected all the buildings ; has
good improvements, a good farm and a pleasant home. Mr. Shank and wife are members of the United Brethren Church.
HARVEY B. SPITLER, farmer, P. O. Farmersville, born on the farm
where he now resides, July 18, 1849, is a son of John and Lydia (Baker) Spitler, he
a native of Pennsylvania, she of Ohio. The paternal grandfather, Jacob Spitler, was
also a native of Pennsylvania, but emigrated to Ohio in 1832, and located in Perry
Township, where he lived till his death. The maternal grandfather, John Baker, was
also born in Pennsylvania, but lived the greater portion of his life in this county, but a
few last years of his life were spent in Preble County, Ohio. His boyhood days were
amid the sceues and hardships of the earliest pioneers of our county, while the Indians
aud wild beasts roamed at will through the forests. John Spitler was a boy about
thirteeu years of age when brought to this county by his parents, and here raised to
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manhood, was married, and became the father of three children—Ephraim, Harvey and
Samuel. Mr. Spitler, after his marriage, lived a few years on his father's farm, thence
bought and located upon the farm where he now lives, in Preble County ; here he has
since resided, a period of about thirty-five years. Our subject lived with his father till
after his majority ; was married, October 10, 1869, to Mary Ellen, daughter of John
and Margaret Wieland, he a native of Maryland and she of Preble, Ohio. They were
parents of eight children ; five now survive—George, Mary E., Etura, Dora and Perry
J. Mr. Spitler and wife, by their union, have two children—Birtus and John Alvin.
Soon after his marriage, Mr. Spitler located upon the farm where he now lives, and has
since resided. This farm was purchased from Mr. Yost, and consists of 159 acres,
which is now divided into two farms, occupied by our subject and his youngest brother.
Mr. Spitler has large, fine buildings, and good improvements, which constitute a fine
home and farmer's residence.
HENRY STAVEB, farmer, P. 0. Farmersville, born in Dauphin County, Penn.,
March 27, 1795, is a son of Adam and Fanny (Dupes) Staver, natives of Pennsylvania.
The grandfather, Jasper Staver, was also a native of Pennsylvania, but the greatgrandfather, Jasper Staver, was a native of Germany, and emigrated to America early
in the seventeenth century ; he was a Lutheran minister, and is said to be the third
minister who came from Germany to this country. The grandfather, Jasper, and one
of his sons came over the mountains from Pennsylvania on horseback to Ohio to see
the country and prospect for a home in 1805. and while here bought two farms, one
on Twin Creek and one on Bear Creek, the former in German and the latter in Jefferson Township. They returned home to Pennsylvania, and the next spring, in 1806,
they took their families and moved to this county ; coming to Pittsburgh, thence by
flatboat to Cincinnati, six of them coming by land on horseback, and met the others at
Cincinnati, when the boat arrived, and there, with their horses and wagons, started for their
new homes, and were four days making the distance, about fifty miles, an average of
twelve and a half miles per day, so bad were the roads in that early day. Adam was
born in 1767, and his wife was five years older than he. Here they lived and struggled together, battling with the many hardships of pioneer life. But they were solaced
through all their many trials with the encouraging thought that their children and descendants shall reap the benefits and fruits of all their labors, and thus they continued
to good old age. She died July 15, 1854, aged ninety one years six months nine
days; he died August 25, 1854, aged eighty-seven years two months three days.
They were parents of seven children, six sons and one daughter, three now surviveBarbara, now widow Vance, living in Elkhart County, Ind., uow in her ninetieth year,
Henry and Valentine. Our subject was eleven years of age when brought to this
county, and here he was raised accustomed to the scenes and hardships of those early
days, grew to manhood and was married, October 7, 1820, to Anna Swartzley, by whom
he had three son and two daughters, three now living—Samuel, Jonathan and Elizabeth. His wife died June 12, 1828. In the fall of 1830, he married for his second
wife, Sophia Bichel, by whom he had eleven children ; seven survive—Rebecca, Lydia
A., Israel, Sarah, Matilda, John Henry and Lucinda. Mr. Staver, after his marriage,
located upon the place where he now lives, and has since resided, a period of sixty years.
Mr. Staver started in life a poor man, and by good, honest labor, a constant industry
and economy, he has accumulated a large amount of property; is now owner of nearly
700 acres of land. In this sketch of family history, we hand down to posterity examples of true pioneer history of good works, crowned with a success in life, worthy of
imitation, and worthy to be cherished and honored by genera'ions yet unborn.
BENJAMIN M. STIVER, farmer, P. O. Farmersville, born in German Township, this county July 17, 1842 ; is a son of Samuel and Catharine (Emerick) Stiver,
both natives ol German Township. The paternal grandfather, John Stiver, was a
native of Berks County, Penn., but emigrated to Ohio and located upon the farm
where Samuel Stiver now lives, in April, 1806, where he lived till his death, April 25,
1860 ; he had reached the advanced age of eighty-two years, and was one of the early
pioneers of that township, and had borne his full share of the hardships of those early
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days. He was a Captain in the army in the war of 1812. Samuel was born on the
farm wherè~1îeTiow resides Feb. 21, 18T7'fTf"àâ"râîsëa and grew to manhood, married,
and became the father of six children—Benjamin, William, Samuel, Mary, John and
Sarah. After his marriage, he lived with his father seven years, thence bought a farm,
upon which he lived seven years ; thence bought the home farm of his father and
moved upon it, where he still resides, now sixty-four years of age. This farm was
entered from the Government by John Stiver, and has ever since remained in possession
of the Stiver family, a period of three-fourths of a century. Our subject lived with
his father till in his twenty-fourth year of age; was married, January 28, 18(16, to
Christina, daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth Stiver, he a native of this county and she
of Pennsylvania. By this union they have had four children, one only now living—
Sarah. After their marriage, he resided in German Township seven years, thence
located upon the place where he now lives and has since resided. And here we would
relate that our subject, Benjamin Stiver, is the identical person whose house in German
Township was visited with such strange demonstrations in July, 1871, the full account
of which was published in the Cincinnati Commercial July 28, 1871. These demonsi rations were not only strange, but very destructive. Household goods and utensils
were promiscuously thrown around, and many dollars' worth broken and destroyed, and
no visible hand touched them, and no philosophical solution of the phenomenon has
ever been reached ; but the facts in the case as set forth in the paper above stated is
fully vouched for by credible witnesses, and the writer of this has received the facts
directly from Mr. Stiver and his wife as they occurred, the truth of which cannot be
disputed, and, as far as the writer cau judge, can only be accounted for as a wonderful
miraculous occurrence of modern times.
D A N I E L A. STOCKSLAGER, farmer. P. 0. Farmersville, born in Maryland
April 6, 1830 ; is a son of Philip and Sarah (Smutz) Stockslager, he a native of Pennsylvania and she of Maryland. The paternal grandfather, John Stocksiager, was born
in Germany, but emigrated to America, and located in Pennsylvania, and there married
and lived several years; thence became a resident of Washington County, Md., where
he lived till his death. The maternal grandfather, Abraham Smutz, was also born in
Germany, but emigrated to America and settled in Pennsylvania, thence in Maryland,
and, about 1833, came to Ohio and located in Jackson Township, on the place now
owned by Frank Cotterman, where he resided till his death. Philip was born in Pennsylvania in 1802 ; was about nine years of age when they moved into Maryland; there
he was raised to manhood, married and resided till in 1834, when he came with bis
family to Montgomery County, and located on the farm where Joseph Bell now lives,
and there resided till about 1862, when he bought and located upon the farm where his
sort Philip now lives, and there resided ten years, thence located in Farmersville, where
he died April 11, 1880, aged nearly seventy-nine years. They were parents of five
children ; four now survive—Daniel A., Elizabeth, Barbara and Philip P. Mr. Stockslager was a man of great integrity of character, and of more than ordinary business
capacity ; when he came to this county, he was possessed of about $1.300 ; by careful
investment, honest labor and industry, he became quite wealthy, owning 500 acres of
good land, besides his town property in Farmersville ; was a useful member in society ;
served as Justice of the Peace three years, and died respected by all who knew him.
Our subject was about four years of age when brought to this county ; here was
raised and grew to manhood ; was married, Sept. 15, 1852, to Rebecca, daughter of
Adam Staver, by whom he had six children—Sarah Emma, Catharine Anna Bell,
Martha Alice, John, Eliza Jane and Lewis. His wife died March 18, 1866, aged
nearly thirty-five years. On October 16, 1866, he was united in marriage with Elizabeth, daughter of John and Margaret A. Minderman, natives of Germany, but who
emigrated to America and located in this county about 1840, near Dayton ; thence
located in Preble County, where they lived till his death, April 22, 1880, aged seventyseven years; his wife is still living, now residing in Missouri with two of her children ;
they had six children, four now living—Henry, Elizabeth, Frederick and Sarah Ann.
Mr. Stockslager, by this union, has seven children—Calvesta Izora, Filena, Ida, George
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and Charles (twins), Nora and Walter. After their marriage, Mr. Stockslager located
upon the farm where he now lives, and has since resided ; this place he bought of his
father, upon which he has erected all the buildings upon the place except the house,
and has now everything comfortable and convenient around him. Mr. Stockslager is
a prominent man of his community ; has been Township Trustee many years.
ABRAHAM F. SWARTZEL, farmer, P. 0. Farmersville, born on the farm
where he now lives, February 8, 1839 ; is a son of Abraham and Sarah Swartzel. The
grandfather, Abraham Swartzel, was a native of Pennsylvania ; the great grandfather,
Mathias Swartzel, was a native of Germany, but emigrated to America prior to the
Revolutionary war, and became a soldier in the defense of our colonies during that
sanguinary struggle for their independence. He finally became a resident of this
county about 1803, where he lived and died, departing this life about 1820. He was
the father of four sons and five daughters. Abraham, the grandfather above mentioned, was the third son of his father's, and emigrated to Warren County about 1799;
there he lived about two years, thence in 1801 he moved into Montgomery County,
Jackson Township, being one of the first settlers ; he entered a section of laud, put up
a log cabin and commenced right in the woods to make a home and a farm ; and here
he endured all the trials and hardships of those early days—such as the present and
future generations can know nothing of only as they read of them from the pages of
history; he was drafted in the war of 1812, but hired a substitute ; he departed this
life in 1840. Mr. Swartzel was a prominent man of his community, and held the
office of Township Trustee for many years, was also Treasurer of the township ; was
the father of thirteen children ; two now survive—-John A. and Joshua. When he
came to this county, he was a poor man ; but by his own industry and good management, he became possessed of a large amount of property ; at onetime he owned eleven
farms, and thus was enabled to give each of his children a good start in life. Abraham,
the father, was born and raised on the old Swartzel place, now owned by Philip Stockslager ; here he grew to manhood ; was married and became the father of four children,
three now living—Sarah Ann, Jeremiah and Abraham F. After his marriage, he
bought and located upon the farm where our subject now lives ; this farm he bought of
his father, which was then mostly in the woods, and here he commenced to make a home
and a farm ; and here he resided till his' death, February 6, 1839; his wife is still
living, now sixty-eight years of age ; she was born in Lebanon County, Penn., February
13, 1813. Our subject, born a short time after the death of his father, was raised
and grew to maturity under the care of his mother, who was a woman of great energy
and fortitude, and possessed of more than ordinary judgment and skill to manage the
affairs of business, and her example is worthy to be handed down to posterity and
receive due honor for the many trials and hardships she endured. Mr. Swartzel was
married May 10, 1863, to Sarah, daughter of James and Sarah Gilbert, he a native of
Maryland and she of this county, whose history is fully given in sketch of Cyrus H .
Gilbert ; issue six children—Salmon James, Samuel O, Charles E., George W., Winter
Z. and Horace. Mr. Swartzel is still living upon the old home place, where he was
born, and has made a continued residence to the present time ; here he has afinefarm
and improvements. He is a member of the Reformed Church and his wife of the
United Brethren Church.
HARVEY VENUS, farmer, P. O. Farmersville, born in this county in Perry
Township, August 19, 1824 ; isa son of John and Susannah (Oox) Venus, natives of
Virginia. The paternal grandfather, John Venus, was also a native of Virginia and
lived and died in his native State. The maternal grandfather, Jacob Cox, was a native
of Virginia, who lived and died there. John Venus emigrated to Ohio and located in
Perry Township, where he was one of the early pioneers of that township, locating
there early in the century, where he bore his full share of the trials and hardships of
those days ; he was the father of nine children ; six now survive—Elizabeth, Margaret,
Sarah, Susan, Harvey and Lavina. Mr. Venus died September 6, 1862, aged nearly
eighty-one years ; his wife in May, 1862, aged seventy-nine years. Our subject, who
was born and raised and grew to manhood in this county, was married in October, 1855
W
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to Julia Ann, daughter of John and Matilda Mause, natives of Pennsylvania ; by this
union they have had six children ; three now survive—John Albert, Jonathan and
David K. Mr. Venus, after his marriage, lived one year with his father on the home
place ; thence three years in Madison Township ; thence in spring of 1850, he bought
and located upon the place where he now lives and has since resided. The farm was
purchased in two tracts, 100 acres of Isaac Kilmer and 50 acres of Thomas Leslie, a
great portion of which he has cleared up from the woods, and has erected all the buildings and made all the improvements, which are all No. 1, and constitutes one of the
best and finest farms and residences in Jackson Township. He has since purchased
more land, till now he owns 216 acres, and all of which he has made and accumulated
by his own industry and economy. He is also a man holding the confidence of his
community, and is now Township Trustee, which office he has filled one term in
previous years. Mr. Venus and wife are members of the Reformed Church.
W. A. WEAVER, Postmaster and general store, New Lebanon, born in this
township, June 18, 1845, is a son of John I . and Catharine (Pence) Weaver, he
was born in Schuylkill County, Penn., August 4, 1799 ; she was born in Shenandoah
County, Va. John I . was brought to this county by his parents in 1805, locating in
Jefferson Township, where he was raised and grew to manhood inured to the scenes
and hardships of those early days ; was married and became the father of seven children; five now survive—Mary M., Catharine, Urias, John D. and W. A. Mr. Weaver,
after his marriage, located in the southeast part of Jackson Township, where he resided
ten years, engaged in tho distilling business; thence, in spring of 1832, he bought and
located upon the farm where he now lives and has since resided, a period of nearly half
a century ; he is a prominent man and farmer in this community and well and respectably known ; has been Township Treasurer and Township Trustee ; was one of the Directors in the building of the Dayton and Western turnpike, which office he filled
twelve or fourteen years. He is now eighty-two years of age, and of course has
retired from all active business, and lives honored and respected by a large circle of
friends. Our subject was brought up to farm labor till he arrived at his majority ; was
married January 28, 1866, to Miss Mattie M., daughter of George and Susan Tobias,
he a native of Pennsylvania and she of this county ; they had ten children ; four now
survive—Rebecca, Sarah M., Mattie and Mary. Blr. Weaver and wife have had four
children, three now living—Vernon A., Franklin J. and Elsie Ardella. Mr. Weaver
farmed about five years after his marriage ; thence, in fall of 1872, entered upon mercantile trade in New Lebanon, in partnership with his brother, John D., which partnership continued till November, 1875, when they dissolved and divided the stock, and
William A. continued business at the old stand, where he has, by close attention to
business, his aflableness of manners and accommodation to his customers, won the confidence of the people and has established a good trade, which is yearly increasing ; is
now serving on his second term as Treasurer of the corporation of New Lebanon, and
has been Postmaster since his commencement in mercantile business.
LEWIS A. WEAVER, farmer, P. O. Farmersville, horn in Germantown, this
county, September 28, 1853, is a son of Daniel and Mary Ann (Heincke) Weaver,
also natives of this county. The maternal grandfather, Christian Henry Daniel Heincke, was born at Cuxhaven, Hanover, December 15, 1793 ; emigrated to America in
1817, and landed at Baltimore September 14, and soon after came to Ohio. He
acquired a liberal education in the schools of his native land, and here he devoted himself to the study of theology. But at that time there was no theological seminary of
the Lutheran Church in this Western country, and he was necessitated to pursue his
studies privately, under the direction of Pastors Dechant, Dill and others. In the fall
of 1820, he applied to the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Ohio for authority to preach
the Gospel ; and sustaining a creditable examination, he was unanimously received into
the ranks of the ministry of that church. On January 1, 1826, Rev. Mr. Heincke
accepted a call from the Lutheran Church of Miamisburg and became the second pastor
of that church after its organization. He served this congregation to the end of his
laborious life, July 10, 1859, a term of thirty-three years. Rev. Mr. Heincke was a
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more than ordinary theologian, stocked with useful knowledge ; well posted in the
doctrines of his church, possessing a clear head and an honest heart, and able to present his views in few words, clearly and with great force ; was modest and a friend of
peace. Possessing such amiable qualities, his labors were sought eagerly by those who
knew him, and were highly appreciated. Daniel Weaver was born May 13, 1822 ;
was married and became the father of three children ; was thrice married ; first, to
Sarah Replogle, by whom he had one child—Philip ; his wife died, after which he
married Mary Ann Heincke, by whom he had two children—Lewis Alfred and Samuel
H. His second wife died November 5, 1862, aged thirty-nine years. His third wife
was Sarah Ann Geiger, with whom he lived till his death, which occurred March 26,
1878, aged fifty-six years ; his widow is still living on the old home place in this township. Mr. Weaver was a wagon-maker by trade, which business he followed seventeen
years ; thence he gave his attention to farming, which he followed the remainder of his
life. He took great delight in hunting, and about the holidays of each year it was his
custom to make a hunting tour in Paulding and other northern counties for deer and
other game, and as a marksman it was said his aim was sure and never missed its mark.
He was a very industrious person from his boyhood up, economical and saved every
penny. Starting in life with no capital, he became possessed of eighty acres of laud
and quite an amount of money, being financially well situated before his death. Our
subject grew to maturity, receiving a good common school education ; thence he
attended the Normal School at Lebanon six months ; thence he taught school one year;
thence entered upon farming, which occupation he has since followed ; was married September 16, 1875, to Mary E., daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth Apple, both natives of
this township ; by this union they have two children—Charles Henry and Walter Edmund. Mr. Weaver bought and located upon the farm where he now resides in the
spring of 1879 ; the farm he purchased of Jacob Apple ; it consists of fifty acres of
land with good buildings and improvements. Mr. Weaver and wife are members of the
Lutheran Church and he is a very active and popular teacher in the Sabbath school.
GEORGE WIELAND, farmer, P. 0. Farmersville, born in Maryland, November
4, 1824, is a son of Burnhard and Elizabeth Wieland, he a native of Maryland and she
of Virginia. The grandfather, Burnhard Wieland, was a native of Germany, but who
emigrated to America and settled in Maryland, where he lived and died ; his son, Burnhard, was born and raised in Maryland ; was married, and became the father of nine
children ; six survive—Susan, John, Jacob, Samuel, George and Elizabeth. Mr. Wieland resided in his native State till his death, which occurred about 1831 ; his widow
came to this State and lived in this county till her death, which occurred about 1865.
Our subject was about seven years of age when his father died, after which he remained
with his mother till her oldest son was of age and married, and settled in life, when
George lived with him till his majority ; was married, October 4, 1850, to Susan,
daughter of Frederick and Susan Rudy, natives of Maryland, who lived and died in their
native State. They were parents of eight children ; six now survive—Hanson, Daniel,
Joshua, Lucretia, Rebecca and Susan. Mr. Wieland emigrated to Ohio in 1839, remaining here a few years, thence returned to Maryland ; thence, after three or four years,
he came to this county again, thence returned to Maryland, married and brought his
wife here and located upon the farm where he now lives and has since resided, a period
of thirty years. This farm he purchased of William Zehring ; it consists of 169 acres
of land, upon which he has erected all the buildings on the place, which are large and
commodious, with a'ood improvements, constituting a good home and farm residence.
MARTIN WOGAMAN, farmer, P. 0. Johnsville, born in Madison Township,
February 25, 1825, is a son of John and Mary (Burket) Wogaman, he a native of
Pennsylvania and she of North Carolina. The grandfather, John Wogaman, a native
of Pennsylvania, came to Ohio and located in Perry Township, on the farm now owned
by S. Crull, in 1805, and was with Christian Wogaman, among the first settlers of
Perry Township. Here Mr. Wogaman resided till the death of his wife, about 1835,
after which he lived with his son John, in Madison Township, till his death, about
1844 or 1845. John, the father, was born in Pennsylvania in 1797 ; was eight years
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of age when they settled in this county, and here he was raised, and grew to manhood,
accustomed to the hardships and roughness of pioneer life; was married to Mary Burket August 13, 1818, with whom he lived till March 2,1881, when death took her from
him ; she was eighty-seven years of age, and they had shared the toils and hardships,
as well as the joys of life, for nearly sixty-three years. They had seven children ; six
now survive—-George, Anna, Martin, Sarah, Moses and Mary. He is still living, now
eighty-four years of age. Our subject was married, October 15, 1848, to Hannah E.,
daughter of John H. and Mary (Suman) Brandenburg, natives of Maryland, who came
with their parents to this county when about eight years of age, being among the early
settlers of Van Buren Township, and here they were raised and grew to maturity ; were
married and had nine children, eight now living—William H . , Catharine, John, Hannah E., Elizabeth, Anna, Peter and Isaac. They lived in Van Buren Township till
about 1836, when they moved into Dayton, where they lived till their death ; he died
in 1837 and his wife in 1849. Mr. Wogaman and wife have the following children—John
Webster, Arminda, Willis E. and Harry H . After their marriage, they located in
Madison Township, where they resided till February, 1875, thence located upon the
farm where they now live. This farm he purchased of Jacob Baker; it consists of
142 acres, with large, commodious buildings and good improvements, constituting a
pleasant home and residence. This is a brief sketch of one of the oldest pioneer families, whose lives and labors make up a prominent part of the histories of the communities and townships in which they lived. They were men of undoubted integrity, and
of intellectual and moral worth. John Wogaman held the office of Township Trustee
several years, and is a devoted Christian man. Martin, our subject, held the offices of
Township Trustee and Assessor for many years. He and wife are members of the
Christian Church, to which they have, belonged for eighteen years.
JONATHAN P. WOOD, physician and surgeon, P. 0. New Lebanon, born in
Warren, 11. I . , Jan. 2,1817 ; a descendant of Dr. Thomas Wood, who emigrated to North
America in 1642, and settled in Newport, R. I . J. P. Wood came to Ohio in October
1828, where he remained, living in Dayton until 1834, when he returned to Rhode
Island ; was two years in Brown University, after which read medicine with Dr. Alfred
Wood, of Taunton, Mass., and completed preparatory studies at Berkshire Medical
School, Pittsfield, Mass., settled in Jackson Township, Montgomery County, Ohio,
the fall of in 1845, where he now resides.

BUTLER TOWNSHIP.
JAMES I . ANDERSON, steam-saw and planing mills, Vandalia, born in Butler
Township January 23, 1836. His father, William Anderson, a native of Pennsylvania,
emigrated to Ohio in 1811, and bought Government land at $1 per acre ; lived here all
his life; died November 23, 1867. James remained on the farm with his father until
his death, where he removed to where we now find him, and engaged in the abovementioned business. Has been in good standing in the United Brethren Church for
fifteen years ; has been a member of the I . O. 0. F. for.four years ; also held the office
of Supervisor for two years. He married Rebecca L., third daughter of John Carniony, of Champaign County, December 27, 1855 ; seven children have been born to
them, four of whom are living—Orien E., Etta M., Frank A. and Wilber E. Mr.
Anderson's mother was a native of Warren County, Ohio, and was born in the year
1798. (Unfortunately, the exact date of this lady's birth is lost.) She was a member
of the United Brethren Church, and died January 23, 1881, after a long and useful
life of eighty-three years.
COL. W I L L I A M BAGGOTT, retired, P. O. Vandalia, is one of the early settlers
of Ohio. Born in Fredericksburg, Va., December 25, 1798, he remained at home with
his parents until fourteen years oí age, when he engaged with David Allman to learn
the cooper trade. This calling he followed for six years under Mr. Allman's instruc-
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dons, at the expiration of which time he began work on his own account at Newmarket.
He emigrated to Ohio in the spring of 1823 and settled in Licking County, where he
remained twelve years, when he removed to Clark County. His last move was to where
he now resides. These various moves were necessary on account of his occupation,
contractor on the "National Gravel Road." He bought the farm where he.now resides
in 1838. He marr ied Miss Hannah, fourth daughter of Tunis Quick, May 20, 1823.
Six children have been born to them, three of whom are living. Mrs. Baggott departed this life January 17, 1865 ; the remains are buried in the cemetery near the
Lutheran Church in this township. Mr. Baggott has been a member of St. John's
Cornmandery, F. & A. M., for forty-two years. He has never sought any office whatever, but has lived a quiet, retired life, and the writer takes pleasure in spreading this
sketch on the page of history for the benefit of his family and his numerous friends.
A. M. BARRETT, minister, Vandalia, was born in Indiana County, Penn.,
June 30, 1853; remained at home with his parents until the year 1867, when he
entered school at Glade Run Academy, Armstrong County, from which institution he
graduated in the fall of 1875, and the same year removed tb Springfield, Ohio, and
entered Wittenberg College, where he remained until the summer of 1878, graduating
with high honors. In September of the same year, he entered the " Theological Seminary " and completed his studies in the year 1880. Last July, he received and accepted
a call from Vandalia pastorage, Evangelical Lutheran Church, under the control of the
General Synod. Although Mr. Barrett is a late comer in this vicinity, his calling
places him in a position to do much good. He is a courteous gentleman, and we predict for him a life of usefulness.
MICHAEL BENNERT, teacher, Vandalia, is one of the veteran educators of
this county, born in Baden, Germany, March 21, 1846. The family emigrated to this
country, landing at New Orleans, in the year 1855. His father, David Bennert, died
on the journey, fifty miles south of Louisville, Ky. ; his remains are buried at the foot
of "Blue River Island." The family first settled at Liberty, where they remained one
year, and then removed to where we now find them and engaged in farming, which
occupation he followed up to the year 1859. He received his education at Southwestern Normal School, at Lebanon, Ohio. He enlisted in the Seventy-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, October, 1861, then under command of Col. G. Moodie, and served
until his term of enlistment expired, when he returned to Vandalia and commenced
teaching. He married Elizabeth, youngest daughter of John Taylor, November 4,
1869. Five children have been born to them—-Louis A., Wilber D. and Dawes T.,
the youngest being twin daughters, Flora and Lora. Mr. Bennert is a member of
Vandalia Lodge, No. 657, I . O. O. F. ; has been a member of the United Brethren
Church for fifteen years.
G. H. BRENNEB, farmer, P. O. Vandalia, born in Montgomery County,
December 24, 1833, where he has lived all his life. From the above it will be seen
that the subject of this sketch is one of the pioneers of this county. He remained
with his parents until he arrived at his majority, at the expiration of which time he
bought the farm where he now resides. The home consists of seventy acres, situated
on the National Boad, a half mile west of Vandalia. In the year 1875, he built a fine
residence, and the place is valued at about $12,000. He has held the offices of Township Trustee and Treasurer of the Vandalia Town Hall ; is also a member of the School
Board. He married the eldest daughter of Louis Mills, September 24,1857 ; five children have been born to them—Charles 0., Emma J., Laura G., Birdie B. and George
G. ; the latter was born June 19, 1858. He married Sarah E. McDonald, of Arcanum,
December 24, 1877. One child is the result of this union—William L. Mrs. Brenner
has been a consistent member of the Lutheran Church for nine years. The friends of
this family are numerous, and they are spoken of by their neighbors as people who are
an ornament to the circles in which they move.
ANDREW BRENTLINGER, farmer, P. 0. Chambersburg, boru in Pickaway
County, October 4, 1818, and remained at home with his parents until nineteen years
of age. His first purchase was eighty acres in Allen County, in 1840; this he held
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for speculation until 1850. He first settled in this township in 1844. The farm
where he now resides he purchased in 1862. The place consists of 160 acres under
good cultivation ; a fine two-story brick residence and other permanent improvements
adorn the farm, valued at about $13,000. He married Miss Ruth Watt, March 18,
1844 ; two children were hf rn to them—Cordelia J. and Mary E., the former now Mrs.
John Beeson and the latter Mrs. Andrew Eiesman, located at Mexico, Mo. Ruth
departed this life December 27, 1846; the remains lie in the Fryback Cemetery.
Again he married Ann E., eldest daughter of John Polhatuus, June 7, 1847 ; ten
children have been the result of this union, eight of whom are living—-Martha A., died
August 9, 1848; John, died January 16, 1856; Thomas J., Caroline, William, Alice
N. and Eliza A. Alice married W. S. Sunderland, who died July 18, 1878, and is
buried in Tippecanoe Cemetery ; two children were born to them, one of whom is living—.
Walter E. Mary G. died June 5, 1879, and is buried beside her father. Mr. B. has
been a member of the Reed Cornmandery, F. & A. M., for eighteen years, and a member
of the United Brethren Church for twenty-nine years.
JOHN Q. A. COO VER, farmer, P. O. Spanker. Among the enterprising
young men of this county is John Q. A. Coover, born February 13, 1847. His
father, John M., was born in Pennsylvania, February 13, 1808, and came with his
father to Ohio in 1829 and located iu this county. He was deprived of the advantages
of obtaining more than an ordinary education and was brought up to farm labor. His
father was summoned away by death, which threw all the responsibilities of the farm
and the support of a large family upon him and his brother, and they managed the farm
until 1840, when he was united iu marriage with Mary, daughter of James and Mary
Duncan ; they purchased it and cultivated it in partnership successfully until his decease
in 1876. He was elected Representative of this county in 1860-61. Mr. Coover was
a self-made man, having begun life for himself in 1840, with nothing but his energy
and strength to rely upon, successfully battled with the difficulties of pioneer life, and
did his full share toward making Butler Township, as it is to-day, one of the most
productive portions of Montgomery County. He was the father of three children,
viz. : Benjamin F. (deceased), Martha E. and John Q. A. The subject of this
sketch obtained his primary education in the common schools, attended Wittenberg
College three years, and assisted his father during vacation. He celebrated his marriage
with Sella C., daughter of John and Elizabeth Beard, June 18, 1874, and rented of
his father until his decease, when he inherited his father's interest in the farm and
remained in partnership with his uncle until 1878, when he purchased his interest and
has cultivated it successfully until the present time. Mr. Coover's business qualities
are good, and he is calculated to make a successful farmer, as he is long-headed and enterprising. Two children were born to them, viz. : Wi'nferd F. V. and Leila. He has
230 acres, about 175 of which is under a high state of cultivation and nicely improved.
WALTEB CROOK, grain merchant, Postmaster,ticket and express agent,Tadmor,
was born in this county, Feb. 29, 1824 ; remained with his parents on the farm until he
had attained his majority ; then removed to Miami County, near West Charleston, Ohio,
settling on a farm of eighty acres; remained three years, at the expiration of which
time he purchased a farm near Vandalia. At the outbreak of the war, he enlisted in
the Seventy-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, then under command of Col. G. Moodie.
Served two months as a private soldier, when for meritorious conduct he was promoted
to the rank of Captain aud assigned to the command of Company F, with which he
served with honor and distinction until his term of enlistment expired. Ile then returned
to this county, and in the year 1869 bought the warehouse, which interest he still controls. Has conducted the business of the railroad and post office for eleven years, to the
entire satisfaction of all concerned. Mr. Crook owns a fine residence near the station ;
has held the office of Township Treasurer for twelve years ; has been a member of St.
John's Cornmandery, Masonic fraternity, for twenty-two years. Was married to Miss
Martha Jane Bates, of Montgomery County, in the year 1847. Mr. Crook is a man of
fine business qualifications and a respected citizen.
LAFAYETTE CURTIS, traveling salesman, Vandalia, born in Cincinnati,
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August 11, 1847; removed to this county with his father in the fail of 1855 ; remained at home with his parents until twenty-seven years of age ; he has been a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church for eleven years. He married Miss Nancy
Palmer, November 29, 1874 ; two children have been born to them—Minnie M. and
Lulu A. Mrs. Curtis contracted pulmonary consumption sixteen years ago and gradually grew worse until the 15th of August, 1880, when death came to her relief. Her
remains lie in Poplar Grove Cemetery. Mr. Curtis owns a nice residence, consisting of
five acres, on which he erected a fine two-story frame house, valued at $1,800.
JACOB DEARDORP, farmer, P. O. Chambersburg, is one of the early pioneers
and prominent farmers of Butler Township, born March 23, 1815. His father, Benjamin, was born in Adams County, Penn., and moved to York County at an early date,
(where our subject was born). He was united in marriage with Hannah Harbolt.
They were the parents of eight children, viz. : Elizabeth, George, Rachel, Jacob, John,
Abram, Benjamin, Samuel. Jacob received his education, which was an ordinary one
for those days, in the common schools, they being very few and several miles apart ;
thus the opportunity of obtaining a good education was limited. I n 1826, he went to
work for his uncle, where he remained for two years, then returned to his father, remaining only a short time, when he engaged with a neighboring farmer for 84 cents
per day for one year. During this time his mother was summoned away by death,
loved and respected by her many friends. Jacob returned home to learn the carpenter's
trade with his father, working in the summer and going to school in the winter, as
there was not much building during the winter months. He finished his trade and
worked with his father until 1834, when he was encouraged to come West by the tide
of emigration that was flowing westward at that time. On his arrival in Ohio, he
located in Tuscarawas County, where he remained only a short time and went to Warren
County. Not finding his business in a very prospering condition, came to Montgomery
County and settled in this township and followed his business of contracting and building, meeting with good success. He celebrated his marriage with Rhoda, daughter of
Robert and Nancy Hosier, December 5, 1839. and moved to Pickaway in the spring of
1840, where he carried on his business with marked success, contracting and building
and dealing in real estate very extensively until 1856, when he became tired of the
active business life that he was pursuing, purchased a farm of ninety-five acres that was
nearly all under a good state of cultivation, and retired to a quiet life on the farm,
where he enjoys all the comforts of a happy home. They are the parents of eight
children, viz. : Wilson P., Mary A., Nancy, Benjamin P., John G., William E., Laura
F. and Robert 0.
Mr. and Mrs. Deardorf have been members of the Christian
Church for the past ten years, and their children are colaborers with them in the
cause of religion. He possesses good business qualities, is usually successful and enterprising and a man that is respected by a wide circle of friends and all who are brought
in contact with him.
JOSEPH H. D E R R A Y , phys ician and surgeon, Little York, born in Miami Co.
April 28,1841, received his preliminary education at Pleasant Hill, in the public schools'
andfinishedhis studies at the Friends' Academy in Miami County ; commenced the study
of medicine under the instructions of William Patty, M . D., where he remained three
years; commenced the practice of medicine in the year 1867, at Pleasant Hill, but
after a short time he removed to Dayton, and established himself in the drug business
at No. 115 East Third street, which calling he prosecuted one year, at the expiration of
which time he abandoned the store and resumed his practice. Two vears ago he located
where we now find him, he has a good practice which, by close application to his profession, is gradually increasing. He has been a member of the Brethren Church for
TaTaiTf
He married Miss Carrie, third daughter of Richard Shepherd, August
14, 1865; four children have been born to them, three of whom are living—Rutherford
i i Dora A. and the youngest, an infant, unnamed at this writing. The eldest died in
infancy, and lies in Woodland Cemetery. The Doctor has never sought any office but
has devoted himself to his profession, is a courteous gentleman who commands the respect oí all good citizens.
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STEPHEN DODSON, fariner, P. O. Vandalia, was born in Pickaway County,
Ohio, May 20, 1840, but his mother dying when he was only six years old, he went to
live with Jonathan Harpster, of Allen County, Ohio, who reared and educated him.
In 1860, he removed to Montgomery County, where he was married to Sarah A.
Wells, the daughter of Samuel and Mary (Johnson) Wells, October 18,1863, of which
union has been born one son—Harry, who died in infancy. Mr. Dodson has been a
member of the United Brethren Church for twenty years, and is well known and respected in Butler Township. He and wife are living on her parents' old homestead
ministering to the wants of the venerable couple in their last days.
REV. EPHRAIM EBY, minister, Little York, was born in Lancaster County,
Penn., May 27, 1833 ; remained at home until twenty-two years of age, during which
time he learned the business of milling. He removed to Ohio in the spring of 1858
and settled where we now find him. He entered the ministry of the Brethren in
Christ May 17, 1869. He married Miss Elizabeth, fifth daughter of Rev. John Winger, April 5, I860; three children have been born them—Annie W., John Wesley
and George W. The former is now Mrs. Silas Myers, located on the home farm.
Christian Eby, the father of the subject of this was born in Pennsylvania, in February,
1800, and died June 28, 1870. The remains are buried in Strickler Cemetery, Lancaster County, Penn.
C. W. EBY, farmer, P. O. Vandalia, born in Lancaster County, Penn., April 18,
1841 ; he received his education at the State Normal School, Millersville, Penn., finishing his education in the summer of 1861. He remained at home with his father until
he arrived at his majority, when he removed to Ohio, locating near Little York, April,
1862, at which place he taught his first school, 1862-63. During the next five years,
he taught in Vandalia, Districts No. 8 and 9. His first purchase was ten acres of land, at
a cost of $950. By industry and economy, acre after acre has been added, until now the
home consists of seventy acres, all in a fine state of cultivation, with good substantial
buildings; total valuation about $8,000. In the meantime, he has been largely interested
in educational matters, teaching in District No. 2, eight years. Has been Township
Superintendent of Schools four years, and has been a member of the United Brethren
Church for twenty-two years. He married Miss Fanny, youngest daughter of Rev.
John Winger, of Little York, March 17, 1864. Three children have been born to
them—Admira, Clara M. and Anna Mary. Mr. Eby never sought any office whatever,
but has lived a quiet, retired life, aud is a man respected by a wide circle of friends.
HENRY EIDEMILLER, farmer, P. O. Vandalia ; born in Maryland February
28, 1837. He removed with his parents to this State in the year 1837, and settled in
Montgomery County, where he remained until the time of his father's death, which
occurred August 29, 1877. His remains are buried in Maple Hill Cemetery, near Tippecanoe, Ohio. Henry remained at home with his father until he reached his twentyfourth year. His first purchase was the farm on which he now lives, 110 acres, original cost, $4,017.50, now valued at $12,000. The farm is situated on the Miami and
Montgomery gravel road, two miles north of Vandalia, and is the dividing line between
the two counties ; a large and commodious dwelling and barn adorn the place, and the
evidence is not lacking to establish the fact that Montgomery County farmers are up
with the times. He married Miss Mary B., eldest daughter of James Madison, of
Miami County, December 12, 1860. Five children are the result of this union, four
of whom are living. His wife departed this life November 5, 1873. He was again
married to Miss Lizzie Huffman March 4, 1874; three children have been born to
them. Mr. Eidemiller is a prominent citizen, and a man who commands the respect of
all with whom he comes in contact.
N EWING, farmer, P. O. Spanker, was born in Ohio October 29,
1823. _ His father, William, was born in Kentucky October 27, 1789 ;.came to Ohio
with his parents in 1797, and settled in Montgomery County, Washington Township.
He received his education in the common schools, and was brought up to farm labor.
He was united in marriage with Jane Magarva in 1819. They were the parents of
five children—Elizabeth, James, Nancy, John, and one dying in infancy. When he
J
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arrived at the age of twenty-one, he inherited his father's farm, containing 160 acres,
and has since added, by economy and persevering labor, 400 acres, making in all, 560.
The subject of this sketch obtained his education in the district schools, and assisted his
father on the farm until he celebrated his marriage with Julia, daughter of J ohn S.
and Susan Hole, in 1851, when he rented of his father for the following seven years, and
proved very successful. In 1859, he purchased a farm in Washington Township, containing 144 acres, where he remained until 1865, when he sold it and purchased the
place where he now resides, containing 120 acres, which is nearly all under cultivation.
He has a large and commodious farm house, and many other improvements to correspond, which could only have been obtained by hard labor, perseverance and industry,
with the assistance of his noble wife. He has never been an aspirant for office, but has
been elected Township Trustee, which shows the popularity and confidence he holds in
his township. He and wife are worthy members of the Christian Church and their
children are co-workers with them in the cause of religion. They are the parents of
three children—Mary M., Eva and Olive. Mr. Ewing is an industrious and enterprising man, and is held in high esteem in his community.
REV. S. S. HOLDEN, minister, P. 0. West Milton, Miami County, Ohio.
Among the many men of Ohio who have devoted their lives to the ministry, our subject occupies a leading place. He was born in Harrison County, W. Va,, September 6,
1832, and remained with his father until he attained his twenty-third year, removing
with his parents to Champaign County, Ohio, in 1835, thence to Kalida, Putnam
County, where he received his education. Receiving his theological training from his
father, he, in 1854, entered the ministry of the United Brethren Church, and in 1856
joined the Auglaize Conference, preaching in different portions of Ohio and Indiana
for thirteen years. In 1869, he was called to the Miami Conference, his first work
being on the Beavertown Circuit, ninety members being received during the first three
years. He next went to Germantown, fifty-eight members being received there, and
after filling various other pulpits he was finally called to Beavertown Circuit, where we
now find him. During his twenty-three years of ministerial services, he has been instrumental in building nine churches, one of them being called " Holden Chapel" in
honor of the founder, and it is one of the finest church buildings in the county, costing
$5,000, its graceful spire standing as a monument to his untiring energy. To illustrate his efficiency as a man of deeds we refer to a few of the many things accomplished by him during his labors in the Lord's vineyard. During his two years work
at Springboro, on the Utica Mission Circuit, although he found no church organization there, one was soon effected ; " Centennial Chapel," built at a cost of $5,000, and
seventy-six members received. He has collected for missionary and other purposes
$25,727.40, and has received into the church 1,610 members ; he has never missed an
appointment on account of ill health, and in an early day he rode on a circuit in Jay,
Blackford and Wells Counties, Ind., 150 miles every three weeks, filling seventeen appointments ; surely his has been a grand work. He was married September 30, 1856,
to Sarah A. Buxton, second daughter of Singleton Buxton, of Mercer County, Ohio,
of which union five children have been born, three of whom are living—-Pierson B.,
William S. and Ella. To every appearance, Mr. Holden is only in the prime of life,
and imbued as he is with a spirit of Christian energy, and a love of doing good, his
work is sure to be crowned with the diadem of success in this life and the eternal crown
of happiness in the next.
ISOM JOHNSON, farmer, P.O. Vandalia, was born, raised and received his cducation-in Montgomery County. Born December 25, 1827, and remained at home on the
farm with his parents until seventeen years of age. He then engaged with John Shoup
to learn the carpenter trade, which occupation he followed for twelve years. His first
purchase in real estate was 160 acres of land in Shelby County; selling this to advantage,
he then bought the place where he now resides, 133 acres, all in afinestate of cultivation.
The improvements are of the very best. The farm is located one mile north, and one
half mile east of Vandalia. In addition to this, he owns 182 acres, the total valuation
being about $40,000. When he first commenced business for himself a two-year-old

362

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES :

colt was his sole property. Here is an example of energy and economy well worthy
of imitation by the rising generation of the county. He married Miss Massey, fourth
daughter of Isaac Miller, June 5, 1853 ; three children are the result of this union
John H., William A. aud Amanda E., the latter now Mrs. William Shoup, all are
living near the old homes. Mr. Johnson is looked up to as a man of sound judgment
and good business qualifications, is a courteous gentlemau and a good citizen.
JOSEPH D. JOHNSON, farmer, P. O. Vandalia, was born in Butler Township March 30, 1830, and has lived here all his life; remained at home with his father
until he attained his majority; then entered into a contract to work a farm on the shares
with his brothers, John, Alexander, Morton and Isom. At the expiration of one year,
he bought the farm where he now resides. Owns fifty-nine acres, all under good cultivation, on which stands a good, comfortable house, the whole valued at $5,000. On every
hand one can see the evidences of thrift, prosperity and comfort. He was married to
Miss Mary Ann Retten, of Bethel Township, Miami County, September 3, 1851. One
child was born to them, who died in infancy. Has been a member of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church for twenty-one years. Has held the office of Supervisor two years,
and that of School Director six years, both of which he has filled to the satisfaction of
all concerned.
ALEXANDER V. JORDAN, general country store, Vandalia; is one of the
leading merchants of that village; was born at Edenton, Clermont County, Ohio, May
21, 1839, and remained at home with his father until twenty-eight years of age, receiving his education in the public schools. His first purchase was forty-seven acres of
land at a cost of $1,700 ; at the expiration of two years, selling to good advantage, he
removed to where we now find him, and engaged in the mercantile trade in Marek,
1868, associating himself with R. L. Coffman; the store invoiced $2,400. This partnership continued for twelve years, when Mr. Coffman retired, leaving the subject of
this sketch sole proprietor. Enlisted in the One Hundred and Fifty-third Ohio
National Guard for one hundred days, and served until the expiration of his term of
enlistment ; participated in the battles of North River and Green Spring Run, Va., the
federal forces losing in killed and wounded twenty per cent of the entire command.
His youngest brother, Charles, was captured in the first mentioned engagement, and
after passing through all the horrors of Andersonville, he died of starvation Oct. 16,
1864, aged twenty years. Mr. Jordan has held the offices of City Treasurer six years,
City Clerk two years, and Treasurer of the school fund three years ; has been a consistent member of the United Brethren Church for eleven years. He married Laura
A., second daughter of David Coffman, of West Alexandria, Ohio, December 24,1867,
four children have been born to them, three of whom are living—Charles, Louie M.
and Carrie E. We regard Mr. Jordan as a man of good business qualifications, and a
courteous gentleman, who commands the respect of his friends and neighbors. •
JOHN R. LIMBERT, farmer, P. O. Chambersburg, one of the"early pioneers of
this county, was born December 5, 1811, in Perry County, Penn. His father,
Henry, was born in Lancaster County, Penn., about 1786, and was united in marriage
with Catharine, daughter of Adam Wagoner ; were the parents of thirteen childrenJohn R., Barbara (deceased), Lewis, Henry (deceased), Mary, George, Levi, Adam,
Susanna, Elizabeth, Sarah, Peter (deceased), Catharine (deceased). The subject of
this memoir received a fair education in the common schools, and learned the wagonmaker's trade with John Garlig, where he served two years, and worked as journeyman four years, when he engaged in business for himself and pursued it successfully for
eleven years, when he purchased a saw-mill and ran it in connection with his business
for seven years, and then exchanged it for the farm he now resides on, offifty-oneacres,
in '1843. I t is under a good- state of cultivation and well improved. He celebrated
his marriage with Regaña, daughter of George and Elizabeth Slenker, May 24, 1836,
and had one child who died in infancy. Mrs. Limbert departed this life September 2,
1880. She was a good and noble woman, esteemed by her many friends, and all with
whom she associated. Mr. Limbert has never been an aspirant for office, but has been
Justice of the Peace and Trustee of the township, thus showing the prominence and
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confidence he holds in the community in which he lives. He is now sixty-nine years of
a"e, and the most active part of his life is spent. He has left a record and history of
success and confidence that future generations would do well to imitate.
MICHAEL C. MILLER, farmer, P. O. Vandalia, was born at Linglestown, Dauphin
County, Penn., March 28, 1829, and removed with his father to Montgomery County,
in 1834. In 1847, the family again removed to Preble County, Ohio. He remained
on the farm with his parents until 1858, then rented a farm near Germantown ; here
he remained five years, and during this time by industry and economy he saved $2,000.
With this capital he purchased a farm of eighty-six acres, near New Madison, Darke
County. Here he remained another five years. Having an opportunity to sell to good
advantage, he disposed of all his possessions and removed to where we now find him.
He owns twenty acres in a high state of cultivation, and a fine two-story frame residence graces the grounds. Although Mr. Miller is not an old resident of the county
he is one of its prosperous men. He was married to Miss Elizabeth Hetzler, of Germantown, Ohio, January 14, 1858. He has been a consistent member of the United
Brethren Church for eighteen years.
REV. JOHN C. MILLER, minister, Vandalia, born in Union Deposit, Dauphin
County, Penn., August 15, 1831. Removed with his father to Montgomery County,
November, 1833. After a lapse of fourteen years the family again removed to Preble
County, Ohio. Mr. Miller had only the advantages of a common school education,
but by hard study, at the age of twenty-nine years, he received an appointment in
the ministerial service of the United Brethren Church, to which profession he still adheres, and is now laboring on the Salem Circuit, filling four different appointments, viz :
Salem, Phillipsburg, Rrookville and South Arlington. He owns a comfortable residence within the corporate limits of Vandalia. He married Miss Helen Coffman, of
Enterprise, Preble County, August 17, 1854. Nine children are the result of his
union, seven of whom are living. Lawrence O, the eldest son, is now undergoing a
classical course at Otterbein University, preparatory to entering the ministry. Ulysses
G., thirteen years of age, is deaf, having lost his hearing by brain fever when only one
year old. He is now being educated at the Deaf and Dumb Asylum, at Columbus,
Ohio.
JOSEPH MILLER, farmer, P. 0. Tadmor, born April 11, 1844. Remained
at home with his parents until twenty-two years of age. His first move was to Miami
County, where he rented land.and remained one year, and this one year is the total
time that he has lived outside of the county where he was born. I n 1868, he removed
to where we now find him. His first purchase was thirty acres, at a cost of $1,200,
which he still owns. He started with literally nothing and to-day, through his own
exertions and that of his good wife, he is worth about $4,000. He married Matilda,
second daughter of ['S. S. Wells, February 16, 1868. Two children have been born to
them—Laura M. and Harvey C.—both promising children. The biography of both
his father and grandfather will be found in this volume, in connection with the life
sketch of Isaac Miller.
ISAAC MILLER, farmer, P. O. Tadmor. The man of whom we now write
traces his lineage back to the pioneer stock of the State. His father emigrated to Ohio
in an early day and settled in this county on 165 acres of Government land, on which
he remained until his death, the date of which is unfortunately lost. His remains are
buried in the city of Dayton, near where the courthouse now stands. The subject of
this sketch was born on the farm where he now resides, March 7, 1828, and has spent
his entire life here. I t becomes our duty to chronicle a very remarkable fact, that the
father and son lived on the same farm for near three-quarters of a century. He borrowed the monev to make his first purchase, thirty acres for $840, and through his own
exertions is to-day in fair circnmstances. He enlisted in the Seventy-fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, October 21, 1861, then under command of Col. Granville Moodie,
and served until the close of the war. Was engaged in the battle of Stone River and
many others. For meritorious services was promoted from the ranks to a First Lieutenant and assigned to the command of Company G, and was honorably discharged July
;
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17, 1865. He married Miss Martha, second daughter of Henry Westerman, January
29, 1851. Three children have been born to them, two of whom are. living—Ellen
and Lizzie. Henry died June 22, 1867, and lies in Sunderland's Cemetery. The first
mentioned is now Mrs. Jacob Ryder, of Preble County, the latter Mrs,. John C. Miller,
of Harrisburg. He has been a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church for sixteen
years, is a gentleman and a good citizen.
JOHN P. NINE, Principal of the Vandalia School, Vandalia, born in Miami
County, April 12, 1847; remained at home with his parents until the year 1865 ;'
received his education at Northwestern University, Evanston, 111., commenced teaching in Union Township in 1865, which occupation he followed until June, 1868, when lie
entered the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Church, under the direction of Elder
Bennett on Peesburg Circuit, At the expiration of one year the Quarterly Conference
granted him a leave of absence, for the purpose of taking a theological course. In 1875,
he was admitted into the Cincinnati Conference, and labored one year at Sears street and
Ebenezer Churches, Dayton. The following year, he received an appointment to Germantown and Winchester Circuit, but failing health forced him to abandon the calling
of his choice. He next engaged to teach in District No. 1, this township; after filling
this position three years, he was next chosen Principal of the High School at Vandalia.
He married Emma A., youngest daughter of David North, of Vandalia, December 21,
1871 ; four children have been born to them, two of whom are living. Is a member of
Vandalia Lodge 657, I . O. 0. F.
M. V. PATTON, physician and surgeon, Vandalia, was born in the city of Springfield August 31, 1843 ; lost his father when only four years of age, and was taken by
Henry Bates, of Wayne Township, to raise and educate. He entered school at Dayton
in the year 1861. After completing his studies he removed to Vandalia and commenced the study of medicine under the instructions of J. D. Kemp, M. D., and finished
his medical education under J. J. Mcllhenny, of Dayton. Commenced the practice of
medicine at Harrisburg, Ohio, 1875, where he remained three years, at the expiration
of which time he established himself where we now find him. He married Annie E.,
youngest daughter of Jacob Richmond of Daytcn, April 28, 1870; one child is the
result of this union—Gertrude C. The Doctor has a large and increasing practice, and
is recognized as a good physician.
JAMES PATTY, retired farmer, P. 0. Little York, is one of the old pioneers,
aud prominent farmers of this township ; he was born March 9, 1812. His father,
Charles, was a native of South Carolina, born about the year 1788, in what was then
called the Columbia District. He was united in marriage with Phcebe, daughter of
Enoch and Phcebe Pierson. They came to Ohio and located in Miami County in 1807,
and were the parents of nine children, viz. : Mary, Rebecca, Enoch, John, Mark, William, Phoebe, Ann and James. The subject of this sketch obtained his education in
the common schools, and assisted with the farm duties until he married Mary, daughter
of James and Margaret Beck, in 1833. He moved to Shelby County in 1835, and remained there until 1839, after which he moved to this township and settled on the
place where he now resides. I t contained 160 acres, but he has since added thirtyeight acres, situated near the banks of the Stillwater River, making in all 198 acres, of
which 150 are under a good state of cultivation. They are the parents often children,
viz. : Charles, Nancy, Phcebe, John, George, Martha, Anna, Margaret, Mark and
Mary, four of whom are dead.
PERRY N. R A N K I N , merchant ^nd Postmaster, Little York, was born near
Johnsville, March 14, 1856. He remained at home on the farm until twenty-two years
of age, and received his education in the public schools. His first venture in life was
in the above-named business at Frederick, Miami County, where he remained eight
months, at the expiration of which time he removed this store to where we now und
him ; was appointed Postmaster last April ; amount of stock carried $2,000, his fall
purchase will amount to $2,000, and the spring purchase to $1,000. He commenced
in mercantile life with $500 ; his yearly sales aggregate about $8,000. He married
Miss Anna N.. eldest daughter of Frederick Smith, January 1, 1879 ; one child has
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been born to them—Stella. Mr. Rankin is yet a young man, and his business places
him in a position to become one of the leading business men of Montgomery County.
DAVID RYDER, retired farmer, P. O. Vandalia, was born November 2, 1812.
His father, Jacob Ryder, was a native of Pennsylvania, and was united in marriage
with Mary Wortce ; she departed this life in 1819. They were the parents of nine
children ; five of whom are living, viz. : Catharine, Elizabeth, John, Susanna and
David. The subject of this sketch obtained his education in the common schools, and
was brought up to farm labor. He came to Ohio with his father, locating in this
county, Jefferson Township, in 1828. He married Catharine, daughter of John and
Mary Keener, in 1834 ; rented his father's farm the following year, after which he
purchased his present place, containing 133 acres, nearly all under a good state of cultivation. Mr. Ryder commenced in life a poor boy, but by hard labor, together with
temperate and correct business habits, he has accumulated considerable property, in
which he has been nobly assisted by his good and industrious wife, and they are now
reaping the reward of their labor. They have been members of the New-School
Lutheran Church for upwards of forty years, having a large circle of friends^and are
highly esteemed by all who know them, being hospitable and kind to all. Mr. Ryder
has been School Director for several years. They are the parents of nine children ; of
whom seven are living, viz. : Mary, Michael, David, Jacob, John, Henry and Emaline, while two, Nancy and Anna, are dead.
RICHARD SUNDERLAND, farmer, P. O. Vandalia. The man of whom we
write comes of the pioneer stock of this county born in Butler Township, June 28,
1818 ; he has lived within one-half mile of his birth-place all his life. Educational
advantages in his boyhood days were very meager. The schoolhouse in which he
received his education was built of round poles, the windows consisted of holes ten
inches wide jtnd six to eight feet long, covered with oiled paper, the desks and seats
were composed of slabs, and the floor was rough hewn slabs, laid loose on the ground.
School was kept not to exceed four months in the year, and was supported by subscription, no school fund then being in existence. Mr. Sunderland remained on the farm
where he was born until he became of age, then rented eighty acres on which he remained until 1866, when he bought thirty acres at a cost of $1,000, and has kept
adding thereto year after year, until, at this date, we find him possessed of 300 acres,
all under good state of cultivation. In 1879, he erected a large and commodious brick
dwelling at a cost of $3,000. He was married to Miss Elanor Reed, March 25, 1839 ;
three children were born to them, two of whom are still living, the oldest daughter^
now being Mrs. Elwood Furnace, of Story County, Iowa. Mrs. Sunderland departed this life in 1855, when he was again married to Miss Nancy Wells, of Montgomery County, March 13, 1856 ; eight children bless this union ; six are living, the
two oldest being twin girls. Mr. Sunderland is still vigorous and apparently only in
his prime. Has held the office of Township Trustee fifteen years ; has been a consistent member of the United Brethren Church for twenty years, and is now serving a ten
years' term as Land Appraiser. His judgment and business qualifications are very
good, and as a man and neighbor he ranks with any iu his township.
JAMES SUNDERLAND, farmer, P. O. Vandalia. Among the many enterterpnsing farmers of this county the name of James Sunderland occupies a prominent
place. He is descended from pioneer stock of the county and traces his lineage back
to the days of "ye olden time." Was born on the farm where we now find him,
August 31, 1823, and it is a remarkable fact that Mr. S. has spent his entire life on
this farm. At the age of twenty-one years he began life by working this (his father's)
farm on the shares, which he continued to follow until the year 1866. By industry
and economy he was by this time enabled to purchase thirty acres, for which he paid
$1,000 Fortune smiled upon him, and as year after year passed by, acre after acre
was added to the first purchase, until now 518 acres constitute the homestead I n
1877, Mr. Sunderland erected a fine residence, which is in keeping with the rapid ad™ S '
g? ? y - . This is one of the model farms of the county, and is valued
a, $..6X100. His educational advantages were the same as those of his brother Richard,
o f
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whose biography will be found in this volume. This gentleman, we look upon as a very
fair sample of the self-made men of our times. He was married to Miss Mary Wells
April 18, 1844; eight children have been born to them, two of whom-are still living'
Matilda J. and Delia A. ; both are married and live on the home farm. Mr. Sunderland has never sought any office whatever, but has lived a quiet, retired life, and the
historian deems it but just to spread his sketch upon the pages of history as one of
the worthy men of Montgomery County.
PETER TENNEY deceased, a native of New Jersey, born September 12,1808 •
he emigrated to Ohio with his parents in 1811, and settled in this county; his mother
died the same year the family arrived in Ohio, and Peter was taken to be educated by
a widow lady, Mrs. Lowery. With this lady he remained fifteen years, when he
returned to his father, who, in the meantime, had removed to Clark County • he
remained at home until he was twenty-one years of age. He married Miss Nancy,
third daughter of George Drummond, May 27, 1830. Twelve children have been born
to them, eleven of whom are living. Elizabeth, the eldest daughter, died February 9
1870 ; the remains lie in what is now known as the Fenner Cemetery. Mr. Tenny was
one of the pioneers of this county, and was well known all over Northern and Central
Ohio. He departed this life June 9, 1880. His remains are buried in Maple Grove
Cemetery. His widow still lives on the farm two and a half miles north of Vandalia,
on the Springfield and Union gravel road. She is very vigorous for one of her age,
and to judge from appearances only in the prime of life. She was born near Fairfield,
Clark County, August 9, 1810, and has been a consistent member of the Christian
Church for eighteen years. By request of Mrs. Tenney, we locate all the children as
follows : George Tenney, Peabody, Kansas, grain and coal dealer ; John C. Tenney,
Sheridan, Neb., farmer; Franklin Tenney, Sheridan, Neb., agricultural implement
dealer; Mrs. Sarah Saunders, Casstown, Ohio; Mrs. Margaret Addleman, Athens, Ohio ;
Mrs. Mary Townsley, Dayton, Ohio; Mrs. Rosanna O'Neil, Dayton, Ohio; Mrs. Nancy
Ketcham, Springfield, Ohio ; Mrs. Calista Oaks, Butler Township ; William Tenney,
Milton, Ohio ; Mrs. Esther Kerr, Tippecanoe City, Ohio. Twenty-sis grandchildren
are living, and the aggregate age of this family is over 800 years.
HARRISON WAYMIRE, farmer, P. O. Vandalia. Daniel Waymire, the great
grandfather of our subject, was born in North Carolina; came to Ohio and settled in
the southern part of this township at an early date. He was united in marriage with
Sophia, daughter of Philip aud Elizabeth Plummer about 1796. They were the parents of thirteen children ; those living are Davis, Daniel, John, Catharine, Elizabeth,
H enry, Sarah, Rosanna, Isabel. Davis, the grandfather, was born February 8, 1802.
He was brought up to farm labor, and assisted his father until his marriage with Mary,
daughter of Joseph and Margaret Pierson in 1831, and moved to the place where he
now resides, which he had bought two years before his marriage. He was elected to
the office of Justice of the Peace in 1832, which position he filled with credit and
honor for over forty years. They are the parents of three children—John O, George
C. and xlustin. He was the owner at one time of over 400 acres of land, and as his
children arrived at their majority he gave them each a farm, reserving 103 acres to keep
himself comfortably in his declining years. John O, the father of our subject, was
born November 9, 1832 ; married Mary, daughter of John S. and Margaret Anderson,
June 1, 1850. John C. united with the Christian Church in 1855, and was an earnest
laborer and consistent Christian, as well as a kind and indulgent father and husband
until his decease in 1875, which threw all the responsibilities of the farm on Harrison.
He received a common school education, and assisted with the farm labor until his
father's death. He celebrated his marriage March 11, 1875, with Bell, daughter of
Henry and Mary Kline. They are the parents of two children—Alta May and Lena
Grace. He has 103 acres, nearly all in a high state of cultivation and handsomely
improved. Mr. Waymire is a good financier, long headed, and a man of untiring
industry, religiously honest, conscientious and just. He has as large and commodious
a farm house as any one in the township.
HENRY W A Y M I R E , retired farmer, P. O. Iamton. The father of Henry
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Waymire was a native of North Carolina, and was born m 1776. On his arrival in
S
he located with his father in this township. He celebrated his marriage with
S a daughter of Philip and Elizabeth Plummer, in 1796. They were the paren s
a & £ S £ ¡ a ; the living ones are Davis, born February 8 1802 ¡ Daniel, April
26 1806 • John, August 31,1808; Catharine, March 5 1811; Elizabeth Ju y 14.
1812 Henry, July 6, 1816; Sarah, June 8, 1818, Rosanna October 19, 182 ;
Tsabell Mav 27 1824. Henry received an ordinary education, for those days, as the
number of schoolhouses was limited and far between, going to school m the winter and
assisting with the farm duties iu the summer. His father died in 1825, and on his
arrival at the age of twenty-one, became owner of the homestead which contained 160
acres, since which he has added, by hard labor and industry, 181 acres on Section 13,
sixty-five on Section 18, fourteen on Section 7, 103 on Sec ion 12, nearly all of which
are under a good state of cultivation. He has been elected to the township offices for
thirty-five years, and is also Notary Public. He was married to Mahnda daughter of
Sylvanus and Elizabeth Swallow, in 1837. They were the parents of three children
viz • Mary A., Davis and Augustus. In 1840, his wife passed into the dark valley of
death beloved by all who knew her. His children being young and needing a mother s
care he sought the hand of Hannah, the daughter of Joseph and Margaret Pierson,
and 'was mamed in the fall of 1840. They have had by this union two children, viz. :
Eli R and Oliver P Mr. Waymire is one of the most enterprising and progressive
citizens of the county, and his family are noted for generous hospitality.
DANIEL W. WAYMIRE, farmer, P. O- Iamton, was born in Butler lownship,
\ucust 21 1839 His father, John, was born in this township in 1808, and was
united in marriage with Margaret Coble, of this county. They were the parents of four
children, viz. : Isaac O, Sarah, Hamilton and Daniel W. The subject of this memoir
obtained his education in the district schools, and was brought up to farm labor. He lived
with his parents until 1860, after which time he farmed his father s place on shares until
his marriao-e with Amanda, daughter of Philip and Elizabeth Miller, in 1863. He has
been identified with the township offices. They are members of the Christian Church,
and have been earnest laborers and consistant Christians. They are the parents of
three children, viz. : Welby L., Eva A. and Carrie Ü.
CHRISTOPHER C. WEISENBORN, farmer, P. O. Chambersburg, was born
in Prussia, December 17, 1820. He emigrated to America and settled in Dayton,
Ohio, in 1844, where he remained but a short time, when he rented 106 acres in Butler Township and cultivated it until 1852, when it was purchased by him. Christopher obtained his education in the schools of Prussia, which was a very ordinary one. He
has since added to his farm, by hard labor and untiring industry, thirty-nine acres, making
145 acres, nearly all under a good state of cultivation. He was united in marriage
with Sophia Shettletrier, in 1848. They were the parents of two children, viz. : Caroline (now Mrs. George Shoup) and Christopher (deceased). Mrs. Weisenborn was summoned out of this world, leaving the children almost in their infancy. Mr. Weisenborn,
seeing that his little ones needed a mother's care, sought the hand of Lesetta, daughter
of Christopher and Caroline Densmier, and was married May 29, 1853 ; are the parents
often children, viz. : Anne M., Catharine 8., John O, Gottlieb O., John, Louisa M.,
Mary O, William F., George H . and Henry W. Mr. Weisenborn has been a life-long
member of the Lutheran Church, and has brought up his children in the fear of the
Lord.
SAMUEL WELLS, retired farmer, P. O. Vandalia. Among the pioneers of
Montgomery County few are left to tell of the privations and hardships endured in the
early settlement of the Miami Valley, but in the old settler whose name heads this
sketch, together with his venerable wife, we have a living link stretching back to the
time when this county was a dense forest and civilization crude throughout its length
and breadth. Samuel Wells was born in the State of Maryland, June 15, 1798, and
was the sou of William and Rhody Wells, natives of that State, who died when Samuel
was a child. He was taken to the home of his uncle, Samuel Wells, who, together
with his wife, Martha, cared for their nephew until he reached manhood. I n 1817,
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the whole family came to Ohio, settling in Miami County, where our subject remained
until 1822, when he removed to where we now find him. He was married to Mary
Johnson, September 18, 1822, of which union five children were born, viz. : Rebecca
(the wife of Isaac Wademan), Mary (wife of James Sunderland), William, Nancy
(wile of Richard Sunderland), and Sarah (wife of Stephen Dodson), all of whom are
living within sight of the old homestead. Mrs. Wells was the daughter of David and
Mary Johnson, and was born in Rowan County, N . C., December 23, 1802, emigrating
with her widowed mother to Ohio, in 1809, settling in Montgomery County, where she
has since resided. When Mr. Wells and wife built their log cabin upon the present
homestead, there were but two farmers settled between him and where " Ebenezer
Church" now stands, and the dense forest abounded in wild game. Here they have
lived and labored hand in hand for over fifty-nine years, the last forty-three of which
they have been consistent members of the Disciple Church, and as they pass down the
valley of life they have the consolation of knowing that their children are among the
most respected citizens of their township, and that they themselves will leave a record
of honesty, morality and Christian charity which their descendants may point to with
just pride and filial reverence.
W I L L I A M WELLS, farmer, P. O. Vandalia, was born May 16, 1830, in this
township, and has never lived out of the county. He remained at home on the farm
with his parents until twenty-two years of age. His first purchase was twenty-seven
acres, for which he paid $675, or $25 per acre. At the time he bought it (1854),
it was all timber, but by hard labor and economy acre after acre has been added, until
now the home contains 267 acres in a high state of cultivation. In 1873, he huilt a
fine residence and other substantial improvements have been made. The valuation today is about $23,000, and it is situated on the " New Troy Turnpike," one mile north
of Vandalia. This is one of the model farms of the county. He married Miss Nancy,
second daughter of William Sunderland, May 25, 1852. Five children have been born
to them, three of whom are living—Ellis E., William S. and Charley H . The first
named married Miss Emma Clemmer, October 23, 1879. Mr. Wells has been a member of the School Board nine years, and both he and wife have been consistent members of the United Brethren Church for twenty years.
D E L A F A Y E T T E WESTERMAN, general county store and proprietor of Eagle
Hotel, Vandalia, was born in this township December 28, 1844, and has spent most of
his life here. He received his education in the public schools ; remained with his
father until fourteen years of age. His mother died when he was but eight years old,
which necessitated the dissolution of his father's family, hence his leaving home at such
an early age. When eighteen, he enlisted in the One Hundred and Thirty-second Ohio
Volunteer Infantry for one hundred days. At the expiration of his term of enlistment, he
returned home, and spent several years working on a farm as a hired hand. From this
time until 1868, he followed the occupation of clerk in a dry groods and grocery store, at
Chambersburg, soon after which he engaged in mercantile business at Chambersburg,
and in 1869, he removed his store to where we now find him. He carries a general
assortment of goods and keeps the only hotel in the place, and is worth $4,000. Leaving home so young and accumulating this amount with no assistance shows botlngood
management and sound judgment. April 18, 1868, he married Miss Fannie E. Shiffert, of Madison County, Ky. Four children are the result of this marriage, two of
whom are still living—Nellie L. and Lorcna G. Mr. Westerman is a courteous gentleman, and one of the most enterprising business men of Vandalia.
REV. JOHN WINGER (deceased) was born in Lancaster County, Penn., February 26, 1807; remained at home with his father until twenty-seven years of age,
during which time he learned the business of manufacturing woolen goods ; removed to
Ohio with his parents in the year 1827, and settled in Montgomery County, where he
remained until his death. He organized the church known as the Brethren in Christ,
in the Stillwater Valley ; entered the ministry in 1840, under the guidance of the
River Brethren, where he continued to labor until the organization of the church, now
known as the Brethren in Christ, which occurred about 1853. He was a preacher for
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thirty-nine years, and during the time never asked for or received any pay for his ministerial services. He married Miss Sarah Moyer, and eight children were born to them,
seven of whom are living. Sarah departed this life August 20, 1847, and the remains
are buried on the farm where we now write. Again he married Miss Catharine Slotterbeck, and two children was the result of this union, one of whom is living. On the
28th of January, 1379, Mr. Winger was afflicted with apoplexy, from the effects of
which he died, and his remains lie beside those of his wife Sarah. Catharine, his
second wife, died July 20, 1878, and the remains rest in the same enclosure. Rev.
AVinger was a man widely known and universally beloved. • He had written a short
sketch of his life, but it has never been published ; half of his good deeds will never be
known, as he speaks more of the good done by others than himself, but eternity will
unfold the record of his life.

PERRY TOWNSHIP.
GEORGE B I X L E R , farmer, P. 0. Brookville, born in Maryland, December 18
1820 ; is a son of Samuel and Leah (Maus) Bixler, natives of Maryland, emigrating to
Ohio in August, 1827, locating in Preble County, residing there till the sprint of 18°29
when they removed iuto Montgomery County, locating on Wolf Creek, about"ten miles
from Dayton, where they resided till their death. He died May 16, 1859. She died
December 31, 1866. They were parents of seven children ; five now survive—George
.
> Catharine, Anna Mary and David. Mr. Bixler was a miller by trade'
which business he followed about ten years, till the time of locating on his farm in
Montgomery County. When he came to Ohio to look for a location, he and his brotherin-law came through on horseback, with only one horse, riding alternately while the '
other walked ; thus making the entire distance of over 500 miles. This was during
the pioneer days before railroads existed. He made three trips back and forth from
his native btate in this manner, when traveling was in that day through the then thinly
settled country attended with many dangers. On .his second trip, he brought with
him $800 in silver, in his saddle-bags across his horse. This was in the time of the
so-called wild cat money, when nothing but gold and silver were of any certain
value at any distance from its place of issue. This silver he deposited with the landlords at the various taverns where he put up over night on his journey, for safety. At
one stopping place, on the mountains, he had some fears of robbery, from suspicious appearances, but he came through safely, and invested his money in the firm above-menIfCreek purchasing 160 acres of land at $5 per acre. Shortly after
a
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Township, March 7, 1833 ; is a son of John and Elizabeth (Bright) Bowman ; he is a
native of Warren County, Ohio, and she of Virginia. The grandfather, David Bowman, was«>bom in Maryland, but emigrated to Ohio and located in Warren County
• about 1795, where he resided for a few years, when he moved into this county, and located in Madison Township, where he was one of the early pioneers ; and here he lived
and died. The grandfather, Peter L. Bright, was born in Virginia, but became a resident of Jackson Township, this county, where he lived till his death. John Bowman
was born in 1797. Here he was raised and grew to maturity, inured to the trials and
hardfhips in those early days in this then almost entire wilderness ; was married and
became the father of nine children, eight now living : David R., Joseph, John W.,
Samuel, Isaac, Mary Aun, Daniel, Peter L. Mr. Bowman, after his marriage, bought
and located in Jackson Township, and opened out right in the woods; has remained
there to the present time; has over 100 acres cleared and in good cultivation ; erected
good buildings, and brought the farm into its present state of improvement, with all
the conveniences, making a fine farmer's residence. He lost his wife in the spring of
1877. He is still living on the home place, where he has now made a continuous residence of over half a century, and has reached the advanced age of eighty-four years.
Our subject remained with his father till thirty-three years of age ; was married April
7,1867, to Catharine, daughter of John and Mary Keener. Natives of Pennsylvania,
but became settlers of Madison Township, this county, December 1, 1831, where they
still reside. They are parents of seven children—Sebastian, Abraham, John, Elizabeth,
Catherine, Jacob and David (twins). Mr. Bowman and wife have three childrenMary Elizabeth, John D. and Jeremiah A. Mr. Bowman commenced his business
life on twenty acres of land, which he bought, adjoining his father's farm, where he resided till the spring of 1873, when he bought and located on the place where he now lives
and has since resided. Their farm consists of seventy-six acres, mostly in cultivation,
with good buildings and improvements, located just on the outskirts of Johnsville, convenient to schools, church and post office, and is a very pleasant home.
DR. J. BROWER, physician and surgeon, Johnsville, born in West Alexandria, Preble County, Ohio, February 14, 1841 ; is a son of Joseph and Maria (Spatty)
Brower, he a native of this county, and she of Switzerland. The grandfather, Abraham Brower, was a native of Virginia ; he emigrated to Ohio and located near Germantown about 1805, being one of the early pioneers ; he resided there a short time,
thence he moved into Preble County, where he resided till his death. Joseph, who
was born about 1809, or about four years after his father came to this county, was
rocked in the pioneer cradle, and grew up to manhood inured to the scenes and hardships of those primitive times, receiving but a meager education, such as those days
afforded ; but he possessed a natural ability and became a very popular man of his day ;
was elected Justice of the Peace when only eighteen years of age ; held many of the
offices of his township and county ; was County Treasurer for four years, and became
a man of wealth and influence, and is still residing near West Alexandria, now over
" three score years and ten," loved andrespected by all who know him.
Our subject, who
was born and raised in Preble County, and educated in the common schools, conceived
the idea in his youthful days of becoming a physician, and early commenced to prepare
for that profession by entering upon a course of study under Dr. O. E. Tillson, of West
Alexandria, with whom he remained several years, thence in the winter of 1875
entered the Eclectic Medical Institute at Cincinnati ; went through their complete
course on the practice of medicine and surgery, and graduated in 1878, receiving his
diploma with honors. He immediately located in Johnsville, and commenced the practice of his profession ; has now been located here four years ; ha3 a good, lucrative
practice, and from his affableness of manners and social qualities, his thorough course
and preparation for his profession, with his natural ability and love for the same, we may
safely predict for him a growing practice and a success in his profession second to but
few in the county.
JOSEPH BROWN, farmer, P. O. Brookville, born in this county March 20,1837,
is a son of Joseph and Marilla Elizabeth (Michael) Brown, natives of Maryland, who
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emigrated to Ohio, locating first in Butler County about 1830, remaining one year,
thence to Montgomery County, where they resided till their death; he died August 17,
1839, aged about forty years; his wife died August 30, 1880, aged eighty years. They
were parents of eight children, three now living—Caroline, Amanda and Joseph. Mr.
Brawn was a blacksmith by trade, which business he followed while living in Maryland,
but after coming to Ohio he gave his attention to farming till his death. Two of his
sons, Josiah and Solomon, were in the war of the rebellion ; the former died of sickness
in a hospital aud never returned home ; the latter contracted disease, of which he never
recovered, and died some four years after his return. Our subject was in his third
year when his father died, but his mother, who was a woman of courage and resolution,
kept her family together and raised them all till they grew to maturity. Joseph married, January 20, 1859, to Sarah M., daughter of John and Elizabeth (Hubler)
Wright, natives of Ohio ; they were parents of seven children, five now living—
Sarah M., Oeorge W,, Oliver Perry, Jane and Samuel Michael. Mr. Brown and wife
by their marriage have four children—Cerella R., Perry A., Mary Elizabeth and Emma
J. Mr. Brown has always followed farming during his life, and all in this county
except about five years, during which he lived in Shelby County; he has bought and
sold and lived on several different farms during his life. He bought and located upon
his present farm in March, 1880 ; this farm consists of eighty acres, fifty of which are
in cultivation, with good buildings and improvements, and is very pleasantly situated
about one-half mile southwest of Brookville.
SAMUEL BRUMBAUGH, farmer, P. O. New Lebanon, born on the farm
where he now lives February 4, 1823, is a son of George and Elizabeth (Vaniman)
Brumbaugh, natives of Pennsylvania. The paternal grandfather, Conrad Brumbaugh,
was born in Germany, and came to America probably prior to the Revolutionary war^
and experienced many of the troubles with the Indians ; he lived and died in Pennsylvania. The maternal grandfather, John Vaniman, was born in England, but came over
to America in a very early day and lived for many years in Pennsylvania ; thence, in
1805, he came to Montgomery County and located in Madison Township, and entered
his land from the Government. He was truly a pioneer of the county, and experienced
the very roughest and wildest of pioneer life, and there he lived and died. The first
winter they lived on corn, turnips and wild game, getting their corn ground up on Mad
River, carrying it on horseback through blazed paths several miles to "mill. These were
times that tried men's souls, and much praise is due them for the great work they done
in opening out this wilderness, which now has become such a beautiful country filled
with a plenty of all the comforts of life. George Brumbaugh emigrated to Ohio when
a young man, about 1807-08. Was married in 1815, and located on the land where
Samuel now lives; this farm then had about six acres cleared, and here he spent his
life's labors, passing through the scenes and hardships of those early settlers ; he died
in March, 1848, aged fifty-eight years ; his wife died in January, 1871, aged eightytwo years. They were parents of two children—Samuel and Catharine. °Mr. Brumbaugh served in the war of 1812. Our subject, who was born and raised on the farm
where he now lives, was married, September 11, 1845, to Mary, daughter of Jacob and
Catharine Rife, natives of Virginia, but who became residents of this county about
1837. They were parents of five children, three now living—Jacob, Elizabeth and
Mary Mary was born in Virginia February 11, 1823, and was about thirteen years otage when brought to this county. Mr. Brumbaugh and wife have had seven childrenGeorge, Jacob R., Emanuel, Catharine A., Elizabeth E„ Sarah J. and Isaac C After
their marriage they located on the old home place with his father, and here he has spent
his entire life ; has now been a resident of this farm fifty-eight years ; has a good farm
f J ,
'
S
buildings and improvements, and expects to pass the remainder
ot his days upon the place where his eyes first saw the light of day. Mr Brumbaugh
and wife are worthy members of the German Baptist Church, to which thev have he
longed for thirtv years.
l
f CRAWFORD, farmer, P. O. Johnsville, born in Frederick County
Md., September 16, 1818; is a son of Joseph and Margaret (Mort) Crawford natives
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of Pennsylvania, but who emigrated to Ohio and located in Montgomery County in
1829, where he lived till his death, which occurred in 1832 ; his wife died in 1854.
They were parents of four children—Catharine, Philip, Elizabeth and Lydia. The
grandfather, Crawford, was a native of England, and lived but a few years after coining to America, and bat little is now known of his life. Our subject was about eleven
years of age wheu brought to this county by his parents, and about fourteen when hia
father died, after which he was raised by his mother till he grew to manhood ; was
married December 28, 1843, to Jane, daughter of George and Mary Purcell, natives of
Pennsylvania, but who became early settlers of Preble County and later of Warren
County. They were parents of six children ; four now living—Poster, Jane, Thomas
and Harvey. Jane was born in Warren County. Mr. Crawford and wife have had
ten children; seven now survive—John, Mary, Leander, Dauiel and Isabell (twins),
Agnes and Alice. Mr. Crawford's entire life has been spent in this township since eleven
years of age, and has followed the trade of bricklayer until 1875, since which he has
given his attention to farming ; he bought the farm upon which he now lives in 1848,
purchasing the same of Jacob Harry, and in the spring of 1849, located upon the farm
with his family, where he has since resided, a period of thirty-two years. Mr. Crawford commenced in life a poor man, and by his Own labor, industry and good management has accumulated a good competency ; he now owns 150 acres of land, constituting three farms, the greater part of which is in good cultivation with good improvements. Mr. Crawford, as a citizen and neighbor, is held in high esteem ; has been
Assessor of his township fifteen years. This is an example of success, obtained purely
by his own labor and industry, which is worthy of imitation, and which, placed upon the
pages of this history, we trust may be read by and produce its salutary effect upon
the rising generations.
JACOB D I E H L , farmer, P. 0. New Lebanon, born on the adjoining farm
where his brother John now lives, February 24, 1816, whose ancestral history is given
in his brother Eli's sketch in this work. Our subject was married September 20,
1842, to Catharine, daughter of David and Catharine Brumbaugh, whose history and
ancestors are given in sketch of Samuel Brumbaugh. Mr. Diehl and wife have four
children—John W., born July 18, 1843 ; Catharine A., June 20, 1846 ; George L.,
May 31, 1850, and Samuel P., born July 27, 1856. In the spring of 1844, Mr. Diehl
bought and located upon the farm where he now lives and has since resided, a period of
thirty-seven years. I t consists of a quarter-section of good land upon which he has
erected good buildings, large and commodious, with everything comfortable and convenient around him, constituting a very pleasant home and farmer's residence. Mr.
Diehl, in early life, obtained a good common-school education and taught school several winters. He is a man of undoubted integrity, commanding the confidence and
respect of his community ; has always avoided lawsuits, desiring peace and good will
to all. He and wife are worthy members of the German Baptist Church, having been
such for thirty-five years.
JOHN DIEHL, farmer, P. O. New Lebanon, born on the farm where he now
lives, October 31, 1826, is a son of John and Susanna Diehl, whose history is given
in sketch of Eli Diehl. The subject of this biography was born, raised and grew to
manhood where he now lives ; was married October 2, 1851, to Susanna, daughter of
John and Elizabeth Brisman, natives of Pennsylvania, but who became residents of
this county about 1832, where they still reside ; they had nine children; six now survive—Susanna, Jacob B., John, Matilda, Sarah A. and Andrew. Mr. Diehl and wife
have four children—Aaron, Nathaniel, John Q. and Sarah A. Mr. Diehl has passed
all his life upon the old home place, except about seven years' residence in the edge of
Jackson Township on the farm now owned by William Clayton, and from which he
moved back to the old place and scenes of his childhood, which as time advances grow
more dear to him, and from which he will probably never part while life remains. Mr.
Diehl and wife are worthy members of the German Baptist Church.
E L I DIEHL, farmer, P. O. New Lebanon, born in this county and township
March 16, 1829, is a son of John and Susanna (Miller) Diehl ; he a native of Penn-
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sylvania, and she of Virginia. The paternal grandfather, Jacob Diehl, was a native
of Bedford County, Penn., but emigrated to Ohio and located iu Jefferson Township
in 1806, residing there many years; thence became a resident of Perry Township,
where he lived till his death. He was by trade a cabinet-maker, and followed his trade
in connection with farming for many years, being one among the early settlers of this
county. When there was no regular undertakers as iu our present day, he was often
called upon to make coffins, and often delivered them on horseback at a distance of several miles. The maternal grandfather, Isaac Miller, was a native of Virginia, but emigrated to Ohio and located in Jefferson Township in 1805, where he lived till his death ;
lie was a soldier in the Revolutionary war. These were true pioneers of the county,
and bore their share of the hardships and deprivations of those early days, and they
deserve great credit and a kind remembrance from the present and future generations
for the great work they did in bringing to its present conditiou this beautiful and
rich county, with all its productiveness and conveniences. John was about seventeen
years of age when brought to this county ; here he arrived at his majority ; was married and became the father of ten children ; seven now survive—Aaron, Jacob, Samuel,
Abraham, John, Eli and Noah. Mr. Diehl located on the farm where John now lives ;
this land was entered from the Government by his father, and here he commenced
right in the woods to make a home and a farm, and of course experienced true logcabin life with all its concomitants ; here he spent his entire life ; he died August 26,
1874, aged nearly eighty-five years. He lived in the times when it took hard labor
and industry to win ; when the principal market was Cincinnati, and Mr. Diehl did a
great deal of teaming to that place over the then almost impassable mud roads. Our
subject was married m October, 1861, to Mary Wilson, a native of this county, by
whom he had two children, both deceased. His wife died in February, 1864. On
February 22, 1866, he was married to Mrs. Mary A. Bates, daughter of Johnsey and
Nancy Randall, natives of Maryland ; by this union they have had four children ; two
now survive—Edwin R. S. and Nellie E. Mr. Diehl, after his marriage, located upon
the place where he now lives aud has since resided, which joins on the east the old
homestead farm where he was born and raised, having lived from childhood to the present time on the same quarter section of land. His place is situated adjoining the village
of New Lebanon on the north ; has erected all good buildings upon his farm, and has a
very pleasant home convenient to school, church, stores and post office. Mr. Diehl is
well and favorably known ; is a man of good education, and in his younger years taught
school eight or nine years ; bas served as Justice of the Peace ; is a kind neighbor and
an excellent citizen.
SAMUEL ERBAUGH, farmer, P. 0. New Lebanon, born in Rockingham
County, Va., February 3, 1830, is a son of Abraham and Susanna Erbaugh, and brother
of George, whose sketch appears in this work, in which appears the ancestral history.
Samuel was in his fifth year when brought to this county; here he was raised and i*rew
up to manhood. Was married August 22, 1850, to Hester, daughter of Michael and
Christina Hay (see sketch of George Erbaugh), by which union they have the following children—Mary, Amy, Rachel, .Susanna, Michael, Christina, Samuel, John, Harvey
and Uriah. Mr. Erbaugh, after his marriage, located upon the farm where he now lives,
and has since resided ; this farm he bought of his father, being a part of the old homestead place, upon which he has erected most of the buildings on the place and made
other improvements, and now has a very pleasant home and residence. He and wife are
worthy members of the German Baptist Church, to which they have belonged about
twenty-five years.
GEORGE ERBAUGH, farmer, P. O. New Lebanon, born on the place where he
now lives March 20, 1841, is a son of Abraham and Susanna (Coffman) Erbamdi
natives of Virginia. The grandfather, Jacob Erbaugh, was a native of Pennsylvania'
Ihe great-grandfather, Abraham Erbaugh, was born in Germany and emigrated to this
country about the middle of the eighteenth century, and located in Pennsylvania where
he lived till his death; he had two sons, Jacob and Abraham, the former growing to
manhood and from whom have descended all the families by the name of Erbamdi îîow
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in America, as far as is known; the latter was a very intelligent, promising youth, but
was killed when fourteen years of age, by his team becoming frightened,, throwing him
from his wagou, which rau over him, killing him almost instantly. The grandfather,
Jacob, moved from Pennsylvania to Rockingham County, Va., where he raised his
family and resided till the fall of 1834, when he, with his son Ahraham and his family,
came to Ohio and located in Perry Township on the farm where our subject now lives;
here the grandfather lived only about four weeks, when the messenger, Death, called
him from works to rewards. He lived just long enough to see the future home of his
son and his descendants, when he passed away, aged about seventy-eight years. Abraham, the father, remained upon the place where they first located till his death, which
occurred October 26, 1871, aged seventy-two years; his widow is still living and resides |
upon the old home place with her son, George, now eighty-one years of age. They had
eleven children; eight now survive—Anna, Sarah, John, Samuel, Abraham, Susanna,
Hettie and George. Mr. Erbaugh was a man of firm principles, and very upright in
his life and business transactions. Was a worthy and earnest member of the German
Baptist Church; was elected Deacon in the church while living in Virginia and afterward became a minister in the same, and finally was ordained to the Eldership. Our
subject, who was born, raised and grew to manhood on the farm where he now lives, was
married September 27, 1863, to Mary Ann, daughter of Michael and Christina Hay,
he a native of Pennsylvania and she of Ohio, who were parents of seveu children—
John, Hester, Salome, Joseph, Michael, Abraham and Mary Ann. By this union Mr.
Erbaugh and wife have had ten children ; five now survive— Laura Bell, Amy K.,
Meeda A., George Alger aud Ivan Leroy. Mr. Erbaugh has now made a continued
residence upon the old home place for forty years, and anticipates spending the balance
of his life upon the place where his eyes first saw the light of day, and where are so
many hallowed scenes and associations of his early childhood.
JOSIAH A. POSTER, farmer, P. 0. Pyrmont, born in this county aud township,
November 2, 1831, is a son of Isaac P. and Rebecca (Ware) Poster, he a native of
Pennsylvania and she of New Jersey, emigratingNto Ohio, locating in Warren County
in 1828. The ancestors were of English and Scotch descent, who came to America
with the '• Pilgrims" in the " Mayflower," landing at Plymouth Rock in 1620, and
were firm in their support of the colonies in gaining their independence, being active
in service during the Revolutionary war, and again in the war of 1812. Mr. Isaac
Poster, when young, was a drummer boy in gathering recruits for the army. Mr. Foster, after a short residence in Warren County, located in Cincinnati, where he followed
his trade—that of a carpenter—for two years, erecting several buildings for Mr. Longworth, who filled so active a part in the early history of Cincinnati. Thence he moved
to Montgomery County, two aud one-half odies south of Pyrmont, where, in a primitive log cabin, our subject was born. Here he resided twenty-three years. Thence
removed to Darke County, north of Greenville, and afterward located iu Greenville,
where he died in January, 1875. He was married in 1821 ; issue, eleven children,
seven now living—Kesiah, Josiah A., Henry S., Rebecca W., John W., Ezekiel L.
and Francis M. His wife is living with her son, Henry, at Union City, now seventyseven years of age.
Mr. Foster was a man of great energy, good ability and great
moral worth ; one who held the confidence of the people, a Justice of the Peace for
many years, an earnest politician and public spirited, leading in all enterprises for the
general public good. In the war of the rebellion, he, with nearly all his sons, enlisted
in the service of their country. Even his daughter, Kesiah, entered as a nurse in the
hospital. One sou sacrificed his life, being severely wounded in the battle of
Stone River, and died at Nashville. Our subject grew to maturity under his father's
care ; was married April 15, 1856, to Elizabeth, daughter of George and Joanna Riley,
he a native of Pennsylvania and she of New Jersey, their ancestors being among the
earliest settlers in this county. John Van Cleve, of the maternal ancestry, is said to
be the first male child born in Dayton, The grandfather, Tunis Van Cleve, was a soldier in the revolution and died at the advanced age of eighty-nine years. Our subject
and wife have had eight children ; six now survive—Florence E., Henry O. Jesse A.,
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Joseph M., Homer M. and Vernon. Mr. Foster for a time was engaged in the manufacture of woolen cloths, thence turned his attention to farming, which business he has
since followed. He was in the war, enlisting in the One Hundred and Thirty-first Ohio
Volunteer Infantry, in 1863, serving four months. The record of this family exhibits
their ancestors as among the first pioneers of this county and taking prominent and
leading positions, active in all the interests of this, then, growing county, and patriotic
almost to a fault, giving their lives and their means to the defense of their country.
And the same patriotic spirit of the ancestors seems to pervade the Fosters of to-day,
and their record is one of which their descendants may delight to read and see recorded
upon the pages of history.
JESSE D. HARRY, farmer, P. 0. Pyrmont, born in Preble County, April 12,
1819, is a son of Jacob and Mary (Davis) Harry, natives of North Carolina. The
grandfather, Sampson Harry, was a native of Wales, emigrating to America prior to
the Revolutionary war, serving in that war in defense of the colonies to gain their independence, and was killed in the battle of King's Mountain, in North Carolina. The
grandfather, Henry Davis, was born in England, emigrated to New Jersey, thence to
North Carolina, where he lived and died. He served for a long time as Surveyor, and
became Judge of the court at Salisbury, N. O, in which capacity he acted as long as
his health and age would permit. Jacob and family emigrated to Ohio, locating in this
county in the fall of 1812, residing here several years ; thence he removed into Preble
County and resided till spring of 1827 ; thence back to this county, where he resided
till his death, which occurred in the fall of 1850. His wife died April 8, 1861. They
were parents of seven children ; three now survive—John, Jacob and Jesse D. Mr.
Harry was one of the pioneers, coming here about the time of the war of 1812, and,
though not in the army as a soldier, yet he did some government service by hauling
grain and provisions to St. Mary's, for the army. He was raised with few privileges
for an education, but was an upright aud industrious man, very robust and muscular,
and eudured many remarkable hardships. Our subject grew to manhood, was married
September 10, 1840, to Delila, daughter of Samuel and Sarah (Black) Moore, he a
native of Pennsylvania and she of Virginia, and who were early settlers in Preble
County, locating there about 1812. Mrs. Moore is now eighty-eight years of age and
living with our subject, remarkably robust for one of her age, has done a great deal of
hard labor in her day and is able now to walk three or four miles with ease. Mr.
Harry and wife have had nine children, seven now living—Mary 0., Jacob, Perry,
Garland, Sarah M., Mantilla and Olive A. Samuel, the eldest son, enlisted in'the war
of the rebellion, and died of camp diarrhoea, in the Oberlin Hospital, at Memphis, October 18, 1862. I n the fall of 1841, Mr. Harry located in Preble County and resided
there till the fall of 1850, when he moved back into Montgomery County, where he
has since resided ; has been an active, prominent man of Perry Township. Has served
as Assessor five years, Township Trustee one year, Justice of the Peace two terms, and
was Deputy Marshal for Clay, Perry and Jackson Townships, and County Commissioner for six years. This sketch embraces the history of a family and their ancestors
who were among the early pioneers of the county, and whose lives are so fully identified
with the progress and events of our county's growth and prosperity, that its record
placed here upon the pages of this history will be read by their descendants in grateful
remembrance for the great part they have taken in its development
THOMAS HECATHORN, farmer, P. O. Brookville, born in Pennsvlvania
February 1, 1826, is a son of Daniel and Mary (Boyd) Hecathorn, he a native of
Pennsylvania and she probably of Virginia. They emigrated to Ohio and located in
this county, near where Trotwood is now located, in the summer of 1827. Here they
lived on rented farms for a time, thence bought and located on the place now owned by
Jacob Comer, where they resided till their death. Thev were parents often childrenfive now survive—James, Martin, Thomas, Catharine and Abigail. He was a soldier
m the war of 1812. Our subject remained with his father till about twenty-five years
ot age; was married in December, 1850, to Delila, daughter of John and Elizabeth
Cox. By this union they had three children—Ellen, David and Eliza. His wife died
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December 18, 1855, aged twenty-six years. On April 2, 1857, he was married to
Rebecca, daughter of Richard Clayton, a native of Virginia, By this union they have
had six children ; three now survive—Almedia, Maud and James. Mr/ Hecathorn has
always been a farmer by occupation and has spent his married life in -Perry Township.
He bought the farm upon which he now lives in December, 1835, and located upon
the same in the spring following, where he has since continued his residence. The
farm consists of about eighty acres, mostly in cultivation with good improvements.
He was drafted in the late war of the rebellion, but hired a substitute. He has been
Township Trustee several years, besides several other minor offices. He and wife are
members of the New School Lutherans, to which they have belonged some eighteen
years.
D A V I D H. HEETER, farmer, P. 0. Johnsville, born in Madison Township,
this county, December 3, 1825, is a son of Frederick and Elizabeth (Kreitzer) Heeter,
natives of Pennsylvania. The grandfather, Sebastian Heeter, was a native of Huntingdon County, Penm, but became a settler of this county about 1815, locating in
Madison Township, and lived and died there. The grandfather, Andrew Kreitzer, a
native of Pennsylvania, who emigrated to Ohio and settled in Jefferson Township about
1805, being among the early pioneers. Frederick was about sixteen years of age when
brought to this county by his father, Sebastian ; here he grew to manhood inured to
the hardships of those early settlers; was married and became the father of twelve
children, and, what is remarkable, all are now living, and the youngest of whom is now
thirty-eight years of age, viz., Diana, Elizabeth, David, Catharine, Absolom, Daniel,
Hannah, Mary, Sarah Ann, John, Lucinda and Eli. Mr. Heeter was a farmer
throughout his life, and spent his days in Madison and Perry Townships. He
died in August, 1862, aged sixty-two.years. His wife is still living on the old hume
place, now seventy-nine years of age. Mr. Heeter commenced in life a poor man, but
by his industry and economy he acquired a good competency, and when he died left his
family very comfortably situated. Our subject remained with his father till nearly
twenty-four years of age; was married March 11, 1849, to Elizabeth, daughter of John
and Elizabeth Clayton, he a native of New Jersey and she of Pennsylvania. By this
union they have had seven children four now survive—Alfred, Elizabeth, Allen and Ephraim. Mr. Heeter has been a resident of this township during all his married life.
He bought and located upon the farm where he now lives in the spring of 1851, having made a continued residence of thirty years. He owns about two hundred acres of
land, and on the home place has erected a large brick house and other buildings, having
all good improvements, constituting a good home and fine farmer's residence. Politically
a Democrat, he has been Township Trustee one term. He and wife are members of
the Lutheran Church, to which he has belonged about thirty-seven years.
JACOB A. HEPNER, farmer, P. 0. Johnsville, born on Section 34, Perry
Township, May 24, 1828, is a son of John and Elizabeth (Diehl) Hepner, he a native
of Rockingham County, Va., and she of Bedford County, Pennsylvania. The grandfather, Henry Hepner, was born in Lancaster County, Penn., in 1762 ; the greatgrandfather, George Hepner, was born in Hanover, Germany, in 1735 ; emigrated to
America in 1757, locating in Lancaster County, Penn. In 1760 was married to
Utilla Kline ; issue one son and one daughter—Henry and Catharine. Henry Hepner
was married to Mary Hyser and soon after moved to Rockingham County, Va. In
1806, emigrated to Montgomery County, Ohio, and located in Jackson Township, entering land from the Government, a part of which was in Jefferson and a part in Jackson Townships, and here he passed his entire life. He began right in the woods in
true pioneer style, carefully selecting a spot where there was a very large oak tree,
which he felled to the ground, and around the stump erected a log cabin, and carefully
dressed off the oak stump," which was utilized as a table for a long time. He died,
aged seventy-three years His wife lived to the advanced age of nearly ninety-seven
years. They had six children—George and Polly (twins), John, Sophia, Lydia and
Diana (twins). The f >ur first mentioned were born in Virginia, and the last two m
Ohio. John Hepner was born in 1797, being about eight years of age when brought
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to this county, and here he was raised, and grew to manhood inured to the scenes and
hardships of true pioneer life, and doubtless ate with good relish many a meal from the
" oak stump table." He was married in 1824, and became the father of three sons
and four daughters—George, Jacob A., Mary, Elizabeth, Rosanna, John and Lydia.
Mr. Hepner, after his marriage, located on the southeast quarter of Section 34, in
Perry Township. This land he obtained from his father-in-law, Jacob Diehl, who
entered it from the Government. He commenced right in the woods with not a stick
amiss, and here Mr. Hepner bore his full share of pioneer and log-cabin life, the fruits
of his labors his descendants are still enjoying ; and here he peacefully passed away
from earth with all its toils and labors, in April, 1852, nearly forty-five years of age. His
wife died November 29,1849. She was born in November, 1800, being forty-nine years
of age at her death. Our subject was about fourteen years of age when his father died.
He remained with his mother on the home place till her death, thence Mr. Hepner
and his older brother, George, took charge of the farm and provided for the minor
children till they arrived at majority. On April 20, 1852, George and Jacob bought
the farm and bur subject resided there till August 19, 1857. He was married September 19, 1852, to Eve, daughter of Michael and Barbara Neff, he a native of Kentucky, and she of Pennsylvania. By this union they have had twelve children—Mary
C, born August 22, 1853, and died March 26, 1854; Minerva, born September 23,
1854; Sarah A., April 22, 1856; Amanda R., October 9, 1858; Elizabeth, December 23, 1860; Emma, December 7, 1862; Clara, March 22, 1865 ; George W., January 4, 1867; Jacob A., April 12,1870; William A., June 14, 1872; Mauri. e,
January 3, 1876, and died June 18, 1876, and Omar V., born February 27, 1877.
At above-mentioned date (August 19, 1857), Mr. Hepner with his family located where
they now live and have since resided. This farm he purchased of Henry Heistand,
which at that time had about forty acres cleared; now he has 115 acres in good cultivation ; has erected all the buildings and made other improvements, and being located
just out of the village of Johnsville, it constitutes a very pleasant home and farmer's
residence. These ^early pioneers of whom we have here made this brief sketch, whose
lives and labors have produced such extensive results in bringing this then wilderness
of a country into its now beautiful farms, possessed of so many comforts and conveniences of life, and whose lives were thoroughly imbued with morality, kindness and
good deeds, deserve a most grateful remembrance from their descendants and all future
generations who may be the partakers of the benefits of their noble lives and labors.
ANDREW HOUSE, farmer, P. O. Pyrmont, born in Preble County, Ohio,
November 29, 1820, is a son of George and Catharine House ; he a native of Virginia
and she of Pennsylvania, but who became early settlers in Preble County, probably
about 1816, being among the pioneers opening out right in the woods. They were
parents of ten children ; four now survive—John, Mary, Sarah and Andrew. Mr. House
lived on the farm on which he first located till his death, a period of forty-eight years ;
he died September 1, 1864, aged eighty-four years ; his wife died October 4, 1863, aged
nearly eighty-two years. Andrew remained with his father till after his majority ; was
married September 7, 1843, to Maria, daughter of Joseph and Ann Maria' (Hennich)
Reichard, natives of Pennsylvania. They were parents of four children ; three now
survive—John J., Elizabeth and Maria. His wife died April 29, 1872, aged seventyfive years. Mr. Reiehard was born December 3, 1793; is a son of Joseph and Mary
Reichard, he a native of Germany and she of Pennsylvania. They lived and
died in Pennsylvania ; they were parents of thirteen children, seven sons and six daughter—Joseph being the only son now surviving, and two daughters—Margaret and
Arma. Mr. Joseph Reichard came to Ohio and located in Montgomery Countv, in
what is now Perry Township, in May, 1819, and settled on a piece of land which his
brother John had previously entered, and commenced right in the woods to clear up*
the land and put up a log cabin ; was married January 9, 1816, to Ann Maria Hennich. Mr. Reichard saw much of pioneer life ; he lived in this township till in 1866, a
period of forty-six years, when he moved on to a small piece of land just in the edge of
Preb.e County, which he owned, and here he resided till the death of his wife, after which
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he lived with his son-in-law. Mr. House lived in this township for two years, when Mr.
House and family, with Mr. Reichard, moved on to the place where they now live and
where Mr. Reichard was living at the time of the death of his wife ;. here they have since
resided. Mr. Reichard has been a very industrious, hard-working man, whose integrity
was undoubted, and who has always held the confidence of his community ; has held
many of the public offices—as Trustee, Constable, Overseer of the Poor, etc. He was
in the war of 1812, being one of the few who now survive who were in that war. He
is now past eighty-eight years of age, enjoys quite good health, but is blind, having
been so about four years. He is very pleasantly situated, living with his daughter,
Maria, and her husband, Mr. Andrew House. Mr. House and wife are parents of four
children—Joseph, Elizabeth, George and Sarah, all arrived at maturity, married and settled in life, except George, who is still single, and is now a practicing physician at
Salem, this county.
HENRY HULL, SE., farmer, P. 0. Johnsville, born in Virginia November 2,
180(1, is a son of John and Mary (Rinehart) Hull, natives of Virginia, their ancestors being from Germany. John, with his family, emigrated from Virginia to Ohio in
1820, locating at a place called Old Town, where they lived about two years, thence
located in Montgomery County, Perry Township, where they resided till their death.
They were parents of five children, who are now living—Henry, David, Elizabeth,
Mary and Adam. Henry was about eighteen years of age when he came to this
county with his parents, being the oldest child of the family, here they were raised and
grew to maturity, inured to the scenes and hardships of this then new country. Henry
was married to Elizabeth, daughter of John and Salome Crull, to whom ten children
were born, all now living—John, Josiah, Samuel, Henry, David, Mary Ann, Elizabeth,
Salome, Noah and Edward. He lost his wile by death March 4, 1877. Mr. Hull,
after his marriage, located on the farm where he now lives, and has since resided, a
period of nearly half a century. He started in life with eighty acres of land, which
was in the woods, and by his own labors and industry cleared it up and accumulated more means and purchased more land from time to time till he became owner of
over 800 acres of land. This is an example of success from honest labor and economy
and good management, which has but few i f any equals, and is a record of which his
descendants may well feel proud, and from which example the poorest man may take
courage and feel that he can succeed i f he only practices the same industry and
economy. He has since divided the greater share among his children, thus giving
them a good start in life. He is now in the seventy-fifth year of his age, is very deaf, and
has been thus afflicted for many years. His farm is now carried on by his two sonsSamuel and Henry—who are unmarried, and make their home with him. Mr. Hull
has been a member of the German Baptist Church for many years.
NOTE.—Since the above was written, Henrv Hull, Sr., died, his death occurring
March 30, 1881.
JESSE D. L E H M A N , farmer and leaf-tobacco-dealer, P. 0. Johnsville, was born
in this county and township December 6, 1839 ; is a son of Henry and Catharine
(Crawford ) Lehman, he a native of Ohio and she of Maryland. The grandfather,
Henry Lehman, was a native of Pennsylvania, but emigrated to Ohio, locating at New
Lancaster, where he resided till about 1825, when he removed to Montgomery County,
and here lived till his death. He was the father of eight children, four now survive—
Elizabeth, now Mrs. Sharp, living in Indiana; Henry; Hannah, now Mrs. Hosier, residing in Dayton ; and David. The grandfather, Joseph Crawford, was born in Frederick
County, Md., but became a resident of this county about 1829, where be lived till his
death, Henry was eleven years of age when brought to this county by his father; was
raised and grew to maturity inured to the hardships of a new settlement ; was married
and became the father of five children—four now survive : Jesse D., Philip, Noah and
Margaret, now Mrs. Hull. Mr. Lehman was a cooper by trade, which business he followed about forty years, generally renting his farm, but during his later years has lived
mostly retired from all active business. He has been a hard-working, industrious man,
who devoted himself closely to his business', never desiring, or holding office ; commenc-
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inc in life a poor man, has, by his own efforts, accumulated a good competency, and now
in his advanced years is able to live in comfort, free from the general anxieties of life.
Our subject remained with his father, raised to his trade till about twenty-four years of
age ; was married December 17, 1863, to Amanda, daughter of John and Mary King,
whose history is given in sketch of Eli Wogamon, in this work. Mr. Lehman and
wife have three children : Webster Corwin, John Henry and Oliver Warren. Mr.
Lehman, after his marriage, gave his attention to farming for about ten years ; thence he
entered upon mercantile trade, also in connection with that business engaged largely as
dealer in leaf tobacco, and thus contiuued till May 2, 1880, when he sold out in the
mercantile business, and since gives his exclusive attention to buying tobacco, and the
superintending of his farm. The farm upon which he resides, he bought in the spring
of 1876, and moved onto it in the spring of 1878. Mr. Lehman, from his youth up,
has exhibited a general business tact ; by his own industry aud good management, before
he had reached twenty-one years of age, he had saved money enough and bought twenty-four acres of land, giving him a fine start in life; since which he has improved his
means and talents ; kept himself active and accumulating, till now he has a good farm
and ample means to live comfortably, and conduct an active trade in leaf tobacco. A l though not seeking nor holding offices, as the nature of his business and inclination forbid it, yet a confiding community have pressed him into service as School Director for
sixteen years, and a member of the Board of Education during the same period of time.
NOTE.—Since the above was written, Mr. Lehman died ; his death occurring January 21, 1882.
JOHN W. LONG, farmer, P. O. Brookville, born in this county February 17,
1831, is a son of Isaac and Esther (Miller) Long, natives of Ohio. The grandfather,
Michael Long, was a native of Pennsylvania, but became one of the early pioneers of
this county, settling here soon after 1800; was here through all the Indian troubles,
and all the hardships of those early days. Daniel Miller, the maternal grandfather, was
also a native of Pennsylvania, emigrating to this county about the same time of the
Lohgs, and were truly pioneers of the country, enduring the trials and dangers which
only those early settlers knew and realized. Isaac, being born here, amidst these scenes
and dangers, grew up to manhood inured to all the many hardships ; was married, and
became father of ten children—Daniel, John W., Elizabeth, Susanna, Samuel,
Isaac, Mary, Henry, Joseph and Harriet. Mr. Long and wife have passed their
entire life in this county ; have always followed farming, and were an industrious and prosperous family ; he is now one who has the confidence of his community ; was Township Trustee for several years. Our subject remained with his
father till his marriage with Sarah, daughter />f Samuel and Lydia Basore ; he
is a native of Pennsylvania, and she of this county. This marriage was celebrated December 22, 1853 ; by this union they have had seven children, six
now survive—Mary E., Samuel H., John E., Elmer I . , Susie A., Sadie Ida. After
their marriage, they located upon the pla e where he now lives, and has since resided, a
period of twenty-eight years ; he has cleared up a great portion of his farm, and erected all the buildings on the place which, with all the improvements, are good, and constitute a fine home and farmer's residence.
GEORGE MELLINGER, farmer, P. 0., Brookville, born in Pennsylvania April
5, 1844, is a son of Joseph and Lydia (Kissinger) Melliuger, natives of Pennsylvania.
Joseph spent his life at farming in Pennsylvania, until the breaking-out of the war of
the rebellion, when in the draft made for soldiers he hired as a substitute, but being
quite advanced in years and not able to stand the hardships of a soldier's life, he was
discharged from the service and shortly afterward came to Ohio to this county, where
he died. His wife located near Salem, this county, where she was married to Jackson
McNally, with whom she lived till her death, which occurred August 16, 1863. Joseph
aud Lydia were parents of four children, three now living—-William, George and Nancy
Bell. Our subject was thrown upon the world at twelve years of age, to work his
own way through life. He went here and there, wherever he could find work aud a
home, and thus continued till seventeen years of age, when in October, 1861, he enlist-
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od in the defense of his country, in the Seventy-first Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry,
under Col. Mason ; served out his time and re-enlisted as a veteran, and served till the
close of the war. His regiment was in the Army of the Cumberland, and he saw and
participated in twenty-two different battles, some of the hardest fought battles being
those at Shiloh, Franklin, and that at Atlanta, Ga. At the close of the war, he received an honorable discharge and returned home. He was married, May 26, 1868, to
Malinda, daughter of David and Nancy Lana (McCormackj Spittler; by this union
they have had five children—Ambrose, Edna Irene, Flora Bell, Clara Viola and Lottie
Fidelia. Mr. Mellinger, after his marriage, lived on rented farms till March, 1880.
when he bought and located upon the place where he now lives ; he has twenty acres of
good land, with good buildings, constituting a pleasant and comfortable home. Mr. Mellinger has had a " rough-and-tumble " life, being thrown upon the world when only
twelve years of age, and enlisting in the war at seventeen years of age, having seen
much of the rough side of life. He is now quite pleasantly located, and we may trust
and hope that the balance of his life may be as pleasant and profitable as his past has
been rough and unpleasant.
SIMON MIKESELL, general merchant, Johnsville, born in Bedford County,
Penn., April 7, 1839; is a son of John and Elizabeth (Richey) Mikesell, natives of
Pennsylvania. The maternal grandfather, Isaac Richey, was probably a native of Pennsylvania, and lived and died in his native State ; he married Mary Whetstone ; they
had four sons and four daughters. Mr. Richey was a man of good education, and followed teaching as a profession for several years ; was a devoted brother in the German
Baptist Church, and became a minister and a bishop in the same ; was one of the most
strenuous and exacting kind ; would not enter a house that was carpeted, or ride in a
carriage with springs, believing these things tended to evil. John Mikesell was a farmer
by occupation, and lived and died in Pennsylvania. He died in August, 1839, aged
forty-four years. His wife died in the fall of 1857, aged fifty-nine years. They had
eight children, four sons and four daughters; four of whom are living—Mary, Susanna,
Samuel and Simon. Our subject was only six months old when his father died, and
the whole care and responsibility of raising and educating Simon, devolved upon his
mother, and faithfully did she perform her work, bringing him up to the honorable and
healthy labor of farming, with a good, common school education. When he arrived at
nineteen years of age death deprived him of his mother. I n the fall of 1860, Mr. Mikesell went West, and in the spring of 1861, ou the breaking-out of the rebellion, he
volunteered in the defense of his country, and enlisted in the Eighth Regiment Missouri Volunteer Infantry, and served three years ; was engaged in many of the hardest
fought battles of the West—at Fort Donelson, Shiloh, Corinth, Vicksburg, etc., and
fortunately, escaped without a wound, and in the summer of 1861, his time of service
having expired, he received his discharge at Louisville, Ky. ; thence he entered the employ
of the Royer Wheel Company, at Cincinnati, in the turning business ; this business he
followed at Cincinnati, Tippecanoe, Harrisburg and Troy about twelve years. Thence,
entered as traveling salesman for Studabaker, manufacturer of woolen cloths, for four
years. Thence rented the Studabaker factory and ran it one year. Thence entered the
mercantile trade in Johnsville, in partnership with Lee Thompson, in September, 1880,
in which business he still continues, and is having a good and prosperous trade. Was
married, December 25, 1860, to Elizabeth, daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth Shuss,
natives of Pennsylvania. Mr. Shuss still resides in his native State ; Mrs. Shuss is
deceased. They were parents of nine children ; seven now survive—John, Jacob,
Daniel, Adam, Mary Ann, Rebecca and Elizabeth. Mr. Mikesell and wife have had,
by their union, eight children ; four now living—Freemont, Harvey, Daniel and Edward.
Mr. Mikesell and wife are worthy members of the German Baptist Church, iu which
he has been elected as a minister.
ROBERT M I L L I K I N , farmer, P.O. Amity, born in this county Nov. 8,1833; is
ason of Mathewand Anna (Hecathorn) Millikin, nativesof Pennsylvania. The grandfather,
Robert Millikin, was a native of Ireland, who emigrated to America some time in the
latter part of the eighteenth century, and was the father of five children. The grand-
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father, Daniel Hecathorn, was a native of Virginia, but became a settler in this county
about 1828, where he lived and died. Mathew emigrated from Pennsylvania to this
county about 1830, and was the father of seven children ; six now survive—Margaret,
Daniel, Robert, Anua, Andrew and Martha. Mr. Millikin was a farmer by occupation, and resided in this county till his death. He died in May, 1848 ; his wife died
in June, 1860. Our subject was fifteen years of age at the time of the death of his
father, hut remained with his mother till after his majority; was married, August 25,
1859, to Barbara, daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth Garber, natives of Virginia, but
who emigrated to this county about 1828, where they lived till her death in April, 1870.
He is still living in this township, now over eighty-four years of age. They were parents of
nine children ; eight now survive—James, Henry, Josiah, Washington, John, Susanna,
Rebecca and Barbara. Mr. Millikin and wife have had seven children ; five now survive—Daniel, George W., Rebecca J., James M. and John R. Mr. Millikin has
always resided in this township and followed farming as a business. He bought and
located upon the place where he now lives in the spring of 1865. This farm consists
of sixty acres of land, mostly in cultivation, with good improvements.
JOHN G. MILLS, farmer, P. 0. Pyrmont, was born in Dayton, Ohio, July 4,
1837 ; is a son of John and Sallie Ann (Gest) Mills, natives of New Jersey. Moses
Mills, the grandfather, was a native of New Jersey, but removed to Ohio in 1806, locating in Greene County. A t this time John was about one year old, and was raised and
grew to maturity in Greene and Clark Counties. He became a resident of Dayton
about 1834 or 1835, and engaged in mercantile trade for several years. I n 1840, he
was elected Auditor of the county, and re-elected five times in succession, thus serving
in this office twelve consecutive years. In 1852, he bought three quarter sections of
school land in Perry Township, and moved on to it in 1853. In 1854, he returned to
Dayton and was elected Secretary of the Dayton & Michigan Railroad, which position he held for a short time, and was then appointed Cashier of the Dayton Bank,
which position he held till 1857 ; thence removed to his farm and resided on it one
year; in 1858, was nominated by the Republican party as a candidate for Sheriff of the
county ; was elected and served two years. Soon after the expiration of his office, the
war of the rebellion having commenced, he received an appointment from the Government as Provost Marshal for this district, and first located in Hamilton, and thence in
Dayton, holding said office until the close of the war, or till the office was abolished,
since which time he has lived mostly retired from any active office or business. Having
served a long and active life, ever possessing the confidence of the people, and having held
many offices of trust, which were filled to the universal satisfaction of the people, and of
whose record his descendants may ever feel proud, and which will ever stand on the
pages of history as a monument to his memory. He was the father of six children ;
three now survive—John G., Charles and Truman B. Our subject was raised in Dayton and remained with his father till his majority, receiving a good education and became a graduate of the Dayton High School ; thence he engaged in teaching school,
which profession he followed three years ; thence he entered upon the business of farming, locating upon the place where he now lives and has since resided. Mr. Mills having a thorough education, is capable of filling positions of trust, and of being a great
benefit to his, neighborhood and community. He has been a member of the school
board for twelve years or more. He was married, December 27,1860, to Miss Rebecca,
daughter of Daniel and Mary Mundhenk, he a native of Philadelphia and she of New
Jersey; issue, five children—Sallie, Sherman, Daniel O, Rosa and John.
TRUMAN B. MILLS, farmer, P. O. Pyrmont, was born in Montgomery County, June 27, 1847-; is a son of John and Sallie Ann Mills, whose history appears in
the sketch of John G. Mills, in this work. Mr. Mills was raised in Dayton, receiving
a good education in the common schools and high school of Dayton. On thebreaking"
out of the war of the rebellion, he enlisted in the one-hundred-day service in the One
Hundred and Thirty-first Regiment Ohio National Guards, under Col. John Lowe, and
served through his time of enlistment and returned home ; thence entered as clerk under Ins father, who was then Provost Marshal, where he remained about one year ; thence
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attended the Commercial College of Dayton, after which he became assistant bookkeeper for the wholesale dry goods house of Darst, Herchelrode & Co., where he remained a few months, thence became book-keeper for A. B, Darst, thence Deputy
Clerk in the Clerk's office at Dayton. But such business proving too confining for his
health, he turned his attention to farming. On November 6, 1873, he was married to
Miss Eliza Jane, daughter of Hiram and Jane C. (Williams) Lewis, he a native of New
York State and she of Dayton. Mr. Lewis became a resident of Dayton about 184(i ;
was married and resided there about five years, thence removed to Painesville, Ohio,
aDd lived till 1855, when he returned to Dayton, where he has since resided. He has
been quite a prominent and active man ; was engaged in the nursery business for several
years, and latterly in the insurance business, and in the manufacture of fruit tree labels.
Mr. Mills and wife by their union have three children—Olive B., born Decembers,
1875; Nellie O, born June 14, 1877, and Jennie W., born February 6, 1879. In
1873, Mr. Mills located upon the farm where he now lives and has since resided, which
farm is a part of the school lands bought by his father in an early day, as mentioned in
sketch of John G. Mills. The farm consists of 177 acres of land, mostly in cultivation,
with good buildings and improvements, constituting a pleasant home and residence.
JOSHUA V. MILLS, farmer, P. 0. Pyrmont, born in this township and county
August 31,1839, is a son of William and Jane Mills, whose history appears in sketches
of G. M. Mills in this work. Our subject lived at home with his father till his
majority. Was married, November 1, 1866, to Anna, daughter of Jacob and Catharine
Myers, whose history appears in sketch of Jacob Myers in this work. Mr. Mills and
wife have had six children—Emma, Flora, John, Mattie, Cora C. and Eva Jane. Mr.
Mills, after his marriage, located on the farm, where he now lives and has since resided.
His farm consists of eighty acres, sixty of which are in cultivation, with good brick
house, a good barn and large tobacco shed, which he has erected since he came upon the
place, the whole improvements in excellent condition, constituting a fine home and residence. Mr. Mills and wife are members of the United Brethren Church, to which they
have belonged twelve years. After the breaking-out of the war of the rebellion, Mr.
Mills answered the call of his country by enlisting October 28, 1861, in the Seventy-first
Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, under Col. Mason and served through the war in
the army of the Cumberland, and was engaged in many of the hard-fought battles and skirmishes of that army; some of the principal of which were the battles of Shiloh, Port
Donelson, Franklin, Nashville, Atlanta, etc., and escaped with but one wound which
was obtained at the battle of Nashville; was discharged from the army on the 6th of
January, 1866, and returned safely home.
GEORGE M. MILLS, farmer, P. 0. Pyrmont, born in Montgomery County, August 1, 1850, is a son of William aud Jane (Campbell) Mills. The grandparents.
Joshua and Lucy (Curless) Mills, natives of New Jersey; emigrated to Ohio in 1819,
living in Warren and Preble Counties for a short time, when, in 1820, moved into the
woods in Montgomery County, Perry Township, opening out by cutting the first stick
of timber, clearing up a small patch, putting up a log cabin, the wild beasts and deer
being very plentiful. Here they made their start in life and endured all the hardships
of those early days. They were parents of nine children; six now survive—Jane,
John, Rebecca, William, Sarah and Mary. Mr. Mills was a very industrious, hardworking man, one who was physically and mentally strong, and, during his life, accomplished a great deal of work. He cleared up a good farm and erected good buildings,
and enjoyed in his last days the conveniences and comforts of a good farm and home.
He died about 1850 or 1851, his wife having died a few years previous to his death.
William remained with his father till his majority. Was married, February 10, 1827,
to Jane Campbell, a native of Warren County; by her he had seven children; five now
living—Bethany, Samuel, Naomi, Joshua and William. His wife died October 17,
1848. On October 18, 1849, was celebrated his marriage with Jane Smith, daughter
of John and Phebe Clemmer, he a mative of Pennsylvania, and she of Virginia; by
this second marriage, they had five children—George, Charles Edgar, Eliza Jane,
Josiah and Hiram. Mr. Mills followed farming as an occupation, and has always
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resided in Perry Township ; has labored industriously in his younger days, and was
reasonably prosperous in his life, accumulated a good competency, and, as old age and
infirmity came upon him, he retired to Pyrmont, and, in 1879, gave up all active labor,
where he hopes to pass the remainder of his days free from the toils of life. Mr. Mills
and wife are members of the United Brethren Church, and have been Christian workers for many years. Our subject grew up'to maturity under his father's care, brought
up to farm labor ; receiving a good education, and, at eighteen years of age, became a
teacher and taught school four winters, since which he has given his attention to farming. Was married, October 24, 1878, to Martha Dell, daughter of Levi W. and Sarah
B. (Sodders) Mundhenk, he a native of this county, and she of Greene County; they
are parents of three children—Clarence Willie, Lizzie Forest and Martha Dell.
CHARLES E. MILLS, farmer, P. 0. Pyrmont, born in this county December
9, 1851, is a son of William and Eliza Mills, whose history appears in sketch of G.
M. Mills in this work. Our subject lived with his father till about nineteen years of
age. Was married August 7, 1870, to Anna, daughter of Charles and Margaret (Güstin) Wysong, he a native of Virginia and she of Ohio. They were parents of twelve
children; ten now living—Hannah, Harrison, Mina, Stephen, Lydia, Elizabeth, Rachel,
Jacob, Margaret and Anna. Mr. Wysong became an early settler of Montgomery
County, locating here about 1826, and is now living in Preble County, seventy-nine
years of age. Mr. Mills and wife have four children—Charles W., Stephen Elva,
Hurly 0. and Maggie E. Mr. Mills lived in Preble County two years after his marriage, then in fall of 1872 located upon the place where he now lives and has since
resided. The farm consists of thirty-one acres, mostly in cultivation with good
improvements.
DANIEL MUNDHENK (deceased), born in Philadelphia January 18, 1814,
is a son of Daniel and Anna Maria Mundhenk, whose history is given in sketch of
Charles Mundhenk in this work. Daniel (deceased) came to this county with his father
and grew to maturity, inured to the hardships of pioneer life. Was married November
27,1834, to Mary, daughter of Joshua and Lucy Mills, whose history appears in sketch
of George M. Mills in this work; by this union they had eleven children; six now survive—Mary Ann, Rebecca, Eleanor, Daniel, Perry and Charles H . Mr. Mundhenk
died October 9, 1875. He was a quiet, unassuming man, who attended closely to his
own business; a man of strict integrity ; a kind husband and father, providing well for
his family; living honored and respected by all who knew him, and died mourned by a
large circle of friends, and regretted by a confiding people. He and wife were members of the United Brethren Church to which they belonged for forty years. His
widow is still living on a part of the home farm, where she has a good brick house constituting a fine home and residence.
FREDERICK MUNDHENK, farmer, P. 0. Pyrmont, a native of this county,
born July 4, 1818, is a son of Daniel and Anna Maria Mundhenk, whose history
appears in a sketch of Charles Mundhenk, in this work. Mr. Mundhenk remained with
his father till twenty-six years of age. He was married, November 30, 1843, to Catharine, daughter of John Hook, a native of Virginia, who became a resident of Montgomery County about 1830 to 1832. By this union they had five children, three of
whom survive—James, William, and Minnie Etta—and two deceased, Mary Elizabeth
and Luella. His wife died June 4, 1870. On June 6, 1872, was celebrated his marriage with Martha, daughter of Charles and Catharine (Share) Fiet, he a native of
Germany and she of Pennsylvania. Mr. Fiet emigrated to America in 1805, locating
in Pennsylvania, where he was married and resided till 1823, when he removed to Ohio,
locating in Warren County, where he resided two years; thence to Preble County, and
resided one year; thence into Montgomery County, where he resided till his death,
which occurred January 16, 1850. They were parents of ten children, five of whom
now survive—Mary, Catharine, Barbara, Martha and Emma. His widow is still
living, and is now making her home with her daughter, Mrs. F. Mundhenk. Mr. Mundhenk by his second wife has one child, Frederick. Mr. Mundhenk's entire life hasJiseo.;
spent in this county, and in the immediate vicinity of Pyrmont. He has been iiujjuHi'.
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and industrious man, and, like his father before him. has done much for the interests
and benefit of his community. He ran a steam saw-mill for twenty-seven years, seventeen years of which was on the mill built by his father, and was the first saw-mill built
in Perry Township. He and his brothers, Augustus and Henry, built the first grist
mill and the only one ever erected in Perry Township, which mill they ran about sixteen years, when they sold it, and it was removed to Baltimore, on the border of Darke
County. Since that time Mr. Mundhenk has lived retired from all active business. We
feel justified in saying that his life has been one of activity, honor and usefulness, which
can detract nothing from, but rather add further laurels to the history of the Mundhenk
family.
JOHN MUNDHENK, farmer, P. 0. Pyrmont, born in this county and township
October 14, 1820, is a son of Daniel and Anna Maria Mundhenk, whose history appears
in a sketch of Charles Mundhenk in this work. Our subject maintained his home
with his father till twenty-seven years of age. He was married in 1847 (the exact date
being lost through fire) to Mary, daughter of John and Margaret (May) Levingston,
natives of Virginia, by whom he had one child, Samantha, now Mrs. Joseph Shaffer.
With her he only lived about two years, when the reaper, Death, took her away. On
May 10,1855, was celebrated his second marriage, with Mary Jane, daughter of William
and Martha Sodders, he a native of Pennsylvania, and she of Warren County, Ohio, by
whom he has had five children—Ida M., Clarence J., Cora, Howard, and Charles. Mr.
Mundhenk, after his marriage, located in Pyrmont, where he entered upon mercantile
trade in partnership with George Beid, and about one year after they were burned out,
losing their entire stock, when Mr. Mundhenk found himself $1,600 in debt. But
' their creditors requested them to go on with business again, and they would furnish
them with goods. They did so, and continued about eight or nine years, when Mr.
Mundhenk, having paid up his indebtedness, bought out his partner, Mr. Reid, and
continued the business about three years. He then sold out, and entered upon farming,
purchasing the place where he now lives, being a part of the old Mundhenk farm, and
here he has since resided. Mr. Mundhenk is a man who has held the confidence of his
community. He has been Township Clerk eight years, and a Justice of the Peace six
years. Politically, Mr. Mundhenk is a stanch Republican.
CHARLES MUNDHENK, farmer, P. 0. Pyrmont, a native of Montgomery
County, born October 7,1832, is a son of Daniel and Anna Maria (Hagerman) Mundhenk ;
natives of Germany. Daniel was born at Pyrmont. Germany, December 28, 1777.
He lived with his father till he grew to manhood, and at about twenty years of age,
being of an enterprising spirit, he gained the idea that there might be abetter country
for a poor man than that in which he was raised, and he went to Hamburg, and from
there, after a residence of over a year, he shipped on board a whaling vessel, and OD his
voyage reached Greenland ; returned to Hamburg, and finally arrived home to his parents in September, 1800. Was married, in 1803, to Sophia Louisa Sprengel, a native
of Holzhausen, by whom he had five children, all now deceased. In 1807, Mr.
Mundhenk, with his family and brother Henry, his sister Dorothy, and his uncle,
Christian Heydon, after a journey of twenty-eight days, through Prussia and Holland,
arrived at Texel, and shipped on board the vessel " William P. Johnson," under Capt..
Moses Wells, bound for America, and set sail August 22, 1807. After an extremely
stormy voyage, during which more than once they gave themselves up as lost and resigned themselves to the care of a merciful God, they arrived safely upon the American coast, and on the 2d of December of the above year landed at Philadelphia.
Here he lived till September 9, 1808, when he went with his family to New York,
thence to Hartford, Conn., where he entered upon farming, remaining only one or two
years ; returned to Philadelphia, and here, on November 11, 1811, was called to mourn
the death of his beloved wife. On July 30, 1812, he married Anna Maria Hagerman,
by whom he had eight children ; four now survive—Henry, Frederick, John and Charles.
From Philadelphia, about 1815, he removed to Lancaster County, Penn., and early
in 1817 came to Ohio, and shortly after located in Montgomery'County. Here he
became a pioneer "in Perry Township, entering one-fourth section of land, entered upon
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the arduous task of clearing up the land from its primeval growth of forest timber to
make a farm and a home. He toiled on from year to year, and in a short time became
owner of more land, and finally became possessor of 600 acres, embracing the very
ground upon which the village of Pyrmont now stands. He laid out the town, gave it
its name after the name of his native place in Germany, and in honor and memory of
which stands engraved upon his tombstone his name as proprietor of Pyrmont. On
July 4, 1835, he was called to mourn the death of his second wife. On August 3,
1841, he married Mrs. Margaret Hubler, by whom he had one child, Caroline. He
died in March, 1859, honored and beloved by a large circle of friends, and by all who
knew him—a man of undaunted integrity—one who had seen the rough side and endured the many trials and hardships of pioneer life, having seen this country in its
wildest state ; but through his and others' sturdy strokes lived to see the forests disappear, and waving fields of grain to take their place ; the rude and primitive log-cabin
and schoolhouses supplanted by fine frame and brick houses, and the comforts and conveniences which labor and wealth are sure to bring to prevail. His life was one of success and usefulness ; having the unbounded confidence of the people, he was elected to
and served in nearly all the offices of his township. A man of great heart, kind, and
given to ail just and benevolent purposes, truly public spirited, always first and foremost in all public enterprises ; and iu his death his family lost a kind father and hushand, and the public a great benefactor. Our subject, the youngest son of his father,
remained with him till after his majority, was married, November 23, 1854, to Rachel,
daughter of George and Rachel Ivens, natives of New Jersey, but who became early
settlers of this county, probably locating here about 1825. Rachel was born November
19, 1835, in this county and township. By this union they have had five children ;
four now survive—Elizabeth F., Carrie, Mary and Berdie. Mattie, the second child,
died April 11, 1874, nearly sixteen years of age, just budding into womanhood. Mr.
Mundhenk has always remained upon the old home .place; has a beautiful home, with
good buildings and improvements, and all the conveniences, constituting a pleasant
home and residence, and which are doubly endeared to him by the fond recollections of
bis childhood, and the many works in sight the handiwork of his noble father. Mr. Mundhenk. though holding no offices of public trust, is such from choice, having refused
repeatedly to accept them,'which have often been pressed upon him by a confiding
people, as he is a man of good literary attainments, great moral worth and undoubted
integrity. This brief sketch is of a family whose life's labors form such a part of the
history of this township, and are held in such high esteem by all who know them, that
we feel we have been incompetent iu the space we have to devote to this subject to do
them the justice they deserve ; but trust we have so far portrayed the general character
of their useful lives as to carry their memory down to future generations, who shall
cherish and honor them long after their forms shall lay moldering in the dust.
L. W I L L I A M MUNDHENK, farmer, P. 0. Pyrmont, is the youngest son of
Mary Ann Mundhenk, who was born in Germany, February 13, 1790, and is a daughter of John Henry and Anna Maria Feit, natives ot Germany. In the fall of 1806
they determined to emigrate to America, their country then being engaged in war, it
was expected that all their sons old enough to do military duty would be forced into the
army, it was arranged that the mother and her children should proceed to America and
Mr. Feit should follow the next year, or as soon as possible By strategy and careful
management, the family eluded the sentries, and arrived at Amsterdam, where they obtained passes to America and set sail on the ship " Cornelia," under Capt, Delmore.
But before reaching the ocean, while passing through the English Channel, the mother
was taken sick and died, and by the kindness of the Captain they were permitted to
take her body on shore where it was buried. Then the children were left alone, without father or mother, and continued their journey, and in due time landed safely at
Philadelphia where the children were " sold" or bound out to pay their passage. The
father, who remained in Germany, tried to follow his family, but as he was aged and
no friends with him, he was refused passage, and before an opportunity came for him
to get away he was taken sick and died. Mary Ann, the mother of our subject, after
T
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serving three years in Philadelphia to pay her passage, continued to work out till June
4, 1812, when she married Lewis Mundhenk, a native of Germany, and on the next
day they departed for Yew Y°rk, where they resided four years ; thence removed to
Ohio, locating iu Montgomery County, near Germantown, and a few years after located
on the place where she now lives and has since resided ; being the first and only settler
at that time between Lewisburg and Brookville. Here they opened, out in the woods
in an open log cabin in November in the midst of a deep snow ; here they toiled and
labored year after year to make a farm and a home, " Aunt Mary" proving a true
helpmeet, being robust and healthy. She would chop wood, grub, make fence, etc.,
would do more work than half the men. They knew no such word as " fail," and
they did not, but cleared UD and became owners of a large farm, erected large and commodious buildings, and now have a beautiful home and farmer's residence. But for
twenty-one years before the death of Mr. Mundhenk, his mind became affected from
religious excitement, so that he was unfitted for business ; and during this time especially appeared the great, powers, mentally and physically, of " Aunt Mary," who, with
her children, took charge of and kept the business of the farm moving right along ; and
we may safely say that not one woman in a thousand has gone through or could go
through the hardships and trials she has endured. She has been the mother of eleven
children, seven grew to maturity; five now survive—Anna Maria, Philip, Lewis,
Daniel P. and L. William. Mr. Mundhenk departed this life April 10, 1859. Since
his death his wife has resided with our subject on the old home farm. William was
married September 11, 1857. to Sarah Elizabeth, daughter of Dr. William and Martha
Sodders, he a native of Pennsylvania and she of Ohio. William and wife have three
children—Martha Dell, Clarence W. and Lizzie Forest. We have here a brief sketch
of one of the early pioneers, and whose labors and hardships are but partially portrayed,
yet we trust we have placed enough on these pages of history to carry her in grateful
remembrance to the descendants of future generations, who shall have to sow and reap
much from the benefits of her many labors.
JACOB MYERS, farmer, P.O.Pyrmont, born in Lancaster County, Penn.,
August 17, 1818, is a son of Samuel and Barbara (Harnish) Myers, natives of Pennsylvania, and who lived and died in their native State. They were parents of twelve
children, ten growing to maturity, and nine now living—Ann, Rudolph, Barbara,
Mary, Jacob, Fannie, Elizabeth, Mattie and Abraham. Our subject remained with his
father till his majority; was married in 1843 to Catharine, daughter of John and Anna
Hiller, natives of Pennsylvania ; issue nine children ; eight now survive—Anna,
John, Jacob, Allen, Mary E., Emma, Amanda and Ida. Mr. Myers came from his
native State to Ohio in the spring of 1845, and bought and located upon the farm
where he now lives and has since resided, a period of thirty-six years. His first purchase was 160 acres from John W. Harris, from which he has since sold sixty acres,
leaving him 100 acres, which is of excellent quality, and mostly in cultivation, with
good buildings and improvements, constituting a fine home and farmer's residence. Mr.
Myers has been one of the industrious farmers of Perry Township, a man of integrity
and honor, and who has been very successful in life ; has the confidence of the people
and his community ; has held several offices of trust in the township ; was Township
Treasurer for several years, and has been a man whose life and history form quite an
integral part of the history of this township, and as such we take pleasure in placing
it upon the pages of this book for the benefit of his descendants and of future generations.
A B R A H A M NEFF, farmer, P. 0. New Lebanon, born in Jefferson Township,
this county, June 7, 1818 ; is a son of Michael and Hester (Weaver) Neff ; he a native of Kentucky aud she of Pennsylvania. The paternal grandfather, Leonard Neff,
was probably a native of Virginia, and afterward a resident of Pennsylvania, thence
became a settler in Kentucky, near Boonsboro, about 1793 or 1794, and lived and died
there, being one among the early settlers, and shared fully in the dangers and trials with
the Indians and the war of 1812. He died about 1844 or 1845, aged eighty years.
Michael Neff was born, raised and grew to manhood in Kentucky, under the sturdy in-
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Alienees of pioneer life, and about 1815 emigrated to Montgomery County, locating in
Jefferson Township, where he resided till the spring of 1828, when he came into Perry
Township and located on the farm where our subject now resides, and here he lived till
his health failing he resolved to visit the White Sulphur Springs of Virginia and try
to recuperate his health, but he failed to reach there, dying in Charleston, Va., in July,
1851, agedfifty-sevenyears. His wife died many years previous, probably about 1825.
They were parents of four children ; three.now survive—Abraham, Michael, now a resident of Texas, and Elizabeth, now Mrs. Priedline, living in Indiana. Mr. Neff was
thrice married ; his second wife was Barbara Flory, by whom he nad six children ; four
now living—Sarah, Joseph, Eve and Jonathan. His third wife was Mrs. Lydia Flory,
by whom he had two children ; one now surviving—Susan; one deceased—George; was
killed in the army at the battle of Ohickamauga. The materual grandfather, Peter
Weaver, was born in Baden, Germany, emigrating to America when a young man,
locating in Pennsylvania, where he married and lived several years ; thence became one
of the early settlers of Montgomery County about 1806, residing here several years ;
thence locating in Darke County, and finally in Northern Indiana, where he and his
wife died. Our subject remained with his father till after his majority,,and being born
here, was familiar in childhood with the roughness of pioneer life, and obtained his
limited education in the primitive log schoolhouse; was married January 9, 1840, to
Tracey, daughter of Gabriel and Margaret Billmyer. natives of Maryland, who became
residents of this county in 1827, where they resided manjf years; thence, about 1848,
moved to Illinois, where they lived till their death. They had thirteen children ; nine
now survive—Margaret, Susan, Tracy, Charity, Martin, Harrison, Caroline, Ruan and
Thornton. Mr. Neff and wife have had fifteen children ; ten survive—John, Maranda,
Allen, Mary, Maggie, Amelia and Althea (twins), Peter, Hettie and Minnie. Mr.
Neff has passed all his married life on his present farm, except the three first years
spent in Defiance County, Ohio, having made a continued residence here of thirty-eight
years. His farm consists of 157 acres of land, with good buildings and improvements,
which are of his own erection, and has everything comfortable and convenient around
him. He is a man well and respectably known in his community ; has held the office
of Township Trustee three years, aud other local offices. He aud his wife are worthy
members of the German Baptist Church.
NOAH RHOADS, farmer, P. 0. Pyrmont, About 1810, Jacob and Catharine
Rhoads emigrated from Bedford County, Penn., to Ohio, and located in Montgomery
County, where they resided till their death. They came here in indigent circumstances,
but by industry and economy, became possessed of an ample competency, owning a good
farm and home with the comforts of life. They were parents of eight children ; six
now living—Betsey, Jacob, Nancy, Abraham, John and David. Jacob, the second
child and the father of our subject, was born iu Bedford County, Penn., August 22,
1805, and consequently, when brought to this county by his father was about five years
of age. Here he was raised and inured to the hardships of pioneer life ; they being
strictly pioneers—the settlers at that time being few and far between—the country
mostly a dense forest, inhabited by wild beasts and Indians. Mr. Rhoads has been
twice married. First to Barbara Souders, by whom he had ten children ; eight now
living—Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Peter, Jonas, Hiram, Catharine and Malinda. His
second wife was Maria, daughter of Nicholas and Margaret Shade, natives of Pennsylvania. By her he had five children ; four now survive—Margaret, David, Henry and
Amanda. Mr. Rhoads, like his father, has been a hard-working, industrious man, and
has prospered and accumulated a good property. He purchased the farm upon which
he now lives about thirty-four years ago and has since resided there. He is now in the
seventy-sixth year of his age, and has been a resident of Montgomery County seventyone years, and his life and labors made up quite an integral part of the early history of
this country. Our subject, the eldest son of Jacob and Barbara Rhoads, was born October 27, 1830, in Montgomery County, was raised here, remaining with his father till
his majority ; was married, April 3, 1856, to Mary Ann, daughter of John and Rachel
Thompson, natives of Ohio, and whose lives have been mostly identified with Montgomery
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County. By this union they have had seven children ; six now survive—Levi, Allen
Lawrence, Abner, Charles and Lucila. He lost his wife by death January 5,1878. Mr!
Rhoads started out in life, working out by the month for wages ; then rented farms
for a time, and thus by industry and economy saved money, by which he purchased a
farm. He became owner of the farm where he now lives in March, 1873, where he
has since resided. Has erected nearly all the fine buildings upon the place. Has a
good improved farm, and every convenience for the comforts of life. Is now one among
the most prominent farmers of Perry Township, and has accumulated most of his
property by his own industry, economy and good management.
PETER RHOADS, fat 'mer, P. 0. Brookville, born in this county and township January 13, 1835, is a son of Jacob and Barbara Rhoads, whose history appears
in sketch of Noah Rhoads in this work. Our subject remained at home till after his
majority. Was married, November 4, 1858, to Mary Magdalene, daughter of David
and Grizza Ann Spittler, he a native of Pennsylvania and she of Ohio. They were
parents of five children, four now living—William, Mary M., Catharine and Grizza
Ann.
Mr. Rhoads and wife by their marriage have six children, five now surviveWilliam H., born August 18, 1859; Ida Isabel, January 31, 1862 ; Minerva Adela,
July 9, 1863 ; Simon Peter, January 30, 1870 ; and Althea Orilla, January 27, 1876.
Mr. Rhoads has made farming his occupation throughout his life. In the spring of 1867,
he bought and located upon the place where he now lives and has since resided. He
started out in life with but little means and a very limited education, having in his
childhood days enjoyed but few advantages of schools ; but his life has been one of
remarkable success, showing a natural ability and energy which, when coupled with
industry and close application to business, has procured him a good competency. He
has an excellent farm, with fine large buildings, which he has erected by his means and
labor,_ and has brought everything into convenient and comfortable condition, constituting a very pleasant home and farmer's residence. He now owns 165 acres of
land, the greater portion of which is in good cultivation. He is an example of success
in business life by his own industry and good management, without the aid and help of
education, which is worthy of imitation and encouragement by others, and which is
rarely seen under like circumstances.
STEPHEN SWIHART, farmer, P. 0. West Alexandria, Preble Co., born in
this county May 18, 1827, is a son of Jonathan and Sophia (Cloyd) Swihart, he a
native of Pennsylvania and she of Virginia. The grandfather, Adam Swihart, was
born m Pennsylvania, but emigrated to Ohio and located in Jackson Township in 1805.
Here he participated in the pioneer work of opening out the country, which was then
mostly a dense forest, and filled with wild beasts and Indians. Here he spent most of
Ins hfe till in his later years he moved into Preble County, where he died. The grandfather Cloyd was among the first settlers of Preble County, entering his land right
from the Government, which he held till his death, after which the estate was divided
among the heirs, and Jonathan Swihart took that portion of the property lying in
Jackson Township, this county, to whom the court made a deed, being the first sale of
the and made after its entry from the Government. Here Jonathan resided till his
death, over half a century. He died September 19, 1876, aged seventy-four years ;
his wife is still living on the home place, seventy-six years of age. They were parents
ol eight children, six now survive—James, Stephen, Jonathan, Catharine, Eliza and
Anna. Our subject remained with his father till after his majority. Was married
January 17, 1850, to Hannah, daughter of Andrew and Salome Clemmer, natives of
Virginia, but who were among the first settlers of Perry Township, this countv. They
had eleven children, six now living—George L , David I L , Andrew, Sallie, Mahala and
MW-T'I' i a r t and wife have had twelve children, eight now survive—Francis
Ào u
'
'
> Mahala P., Eliza Jane, Lovina Alice
and Sarah Ann. Mr. Swihart, after his marriage, lived a few years in Indiana, thence
ocated in this county, and in 1S59 bought and located upon the farm where he now
lives and has since resided. This sketch gives a brief history' of two pioneer families
of this county, who went through all the many dangers, trials and hardships of that
Swi
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early day which only those who endured them fully knew and realized. Their first productions only found a market at Cincinnati, a distance of fifty miles. They hauled
flour to Cincinnati over mud roads almost impassable, and sold it for $1.25 per barrel.
These were times that " tried men's souls," and too much praise and honor cannot be
given them by the present and future generations for the great labors they performed,"
the benefits of which they are enjoying and will continue to enjoy for ages to come.
CHRISTIAN VOGE, farmer, P. 0. Johnsville, born in Germany, March 21,
1840, is a son of Henry and Margaret Voge, also natives of Germany, but in September, 1847, they emigrated with their family to America, and landed at New Orleans,
thence by steamboat to Cincinnati, thence by canal they came to Dayton, thence by
two-horse wagon to West Alexandria, Preble County, where they soon located on a
farm and resided till the spring of 1872, when Christian, our subject, bought and located upon the farm where he now lives ; then his father and mother came here and
Jived with him till Henry's death, which occurred October 22, 1874. The mother is
still living with our subject, now in the sixty-seventh year of her age. They were parents
of nine children, seven now living—Harmon, born December 17, 1837 ; Christian ;
John, November 22, 1842 ; Detrick, December 9, 1848 ; HeDry, April 7,1851 ; Anna
Margaret, June 28, 1855, and Charles, June 24, 1858. Our subject was in his eighth
year when brought to this country. Here he was raised and grew to manhood ; was
married April 13, 1880, to Lena, daughter of Frederick and Mary Sandman, natives of
Germany, and who are still residing there. They are parents of seven children, six
now living—Henry, Sophia, Anna, Dora, Lena and Frederick. The two sons still live
in Germany, the oldest living on the home farm, and the youngest is a teacher ; the
four daughters having emigrated to this country: Three of them, Sophia, Anna aud
Dora reside in Cincinnati, all married and settled in life. Mr. Voge's farm consists of
188 acres, the greater portion of which is in cultivation, with good buildings and improvements. This family, of whom we have written this sketch, came to this country
with but little means, but by their own industry and labor, have become possessed of a
good competency, Mr. Voge now owning a large farm with good improvements, which
is one of the best in his neighborhood, and cost him over $13,000, and which he has
nearly all paid for. This is an example of industry and prosperity worthy of imitatiou
by all future generations.
GEOEGE W. WAEVEL, farmer, P. O. Johnsville, born in this county and
township, November 7, 1839, is a son of George and Elizabeth (Haynes) Warvel, natives of Rockingham County, Va. The grandfather, Christopher Warvel, was a native
of Maryland, and removed to Virginia, where he died. , The grandfather, Jonas Haynes,
was probably a native of Maryland, but removed to Virginia, where he lived and died.
George and family emigrated to Ohio, locating in Warren County, in the summer of
1823, residing there about six years, when they came to Montgomery County, locating
in Perry Township, where they resided until their death. He died in May, 1864. aud
his wife in December, 1863. They were parents of five children. Three now survive
—Jonas, Christina and George W. Mr. Warvel was a farmer through life, a hardworking, industrious man, and religiously of the United Brethren faith. Our subject
hyed with his father till his death ; was married August 23, 1863, to Lydia, daughter
of Joel and Elizabeth Wogamon (see sketch of Eli Wogamon). Mr. Warvel and
wife by this union have had four children; two now survive—Ephraim and Elizabeth.
Mr. Warvel has spent his entire life in Perry Township ; has given his attention to
various kinds of business as circumstances seemed to justify ; has followed the carpenter trade considerably, erecting a great many buildings in his ueighborhood ; has run a
threshing machine three seasons, and has been one season in the saw-mill business. He
is a large, muscular man, industrious and economical, aud one who believes in " wearing, and not rusting, out ;" has the confidence and respect of his community ; has been
lownship Trustee, is a kind neighbor and a good citizen.
DAVID WEAVER, farmer, P. 0. Brookville, born in Greene County, Ohio,
January 18, 1823, is a son of Martin and Susanna (Jordon) Weaver, natives of Virginia, the ancestors being written up in the sketch of W. A. Weaver, in this work
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Martin emigrated from Virginia to Ohio while a young man, about 1815, and located
in Greene County, where he was married and lived about six years ; thence moved to
Montgomery County, near Gettersburg, and lived there a few years ; thence moved
into Madison Township, on Wolf Creek, where he lived till his death. His wife lived
till March 19, 1875, when she too passed away nearly seventy-seven years of age. They
were parents of fourteen children; nine now survive—David, Eliza, Sarah, Jemima,
Martin, John, Adeline, Susanna and Catharine. Mr. Weaver was one of the early pioneers of this county, who endured the many hardships of that early day. He was a soldier
in the war of 1812.
He and wife were both active and consistent members of the Lutheran
Church, he for many years and she for a period of thirty years, and raised her large
family under her watchful care and earnest prayers. Our subject remained with his
father till January 4, 1844, when he was united in marriage with Anna Mary, daughter of Richard and Margaret McSherry, natives of Adams County, Penn., who emigrated to Ohio and settled in this county in 1834, where he resided till his death, which
occurred December 4, 1874, aged seventy-four years. He was an honest and industrious citizen, respected and highly esteemed by a large circle of friends and acquaintances. From a small beginning he had accumulated a good competency, and in his
later years enjoyed the comforts of his labors. In 1872, was celebrated their golden wedding, the fiftieth anniversary of their marriage, at which time there was a pleasant reunion of relatives and friends. His venerable wife is still living at Germantown, now
seventy-nine years of age. Mr. Weaver aud wife have four children, Sarah Jane, Margaret S., Daniel R. and Mary J. C. Mr. Weaver's life has been that of a farmer. He
bought and located upon the place where he now lives, in February, 1848; has resided
there thirty-three years ; is highly esteemed and respected ; has been Township Trustee
several years. He and wife are earnest and consistent members of the Lutheran
Church, to which they have belonged over forty years.
PETER S. WEAVER, farmer, P. 0. Pyrmont, born in this county, Jefferson
Township, January 29, 1840, is a son of Peter and Cassidiana (Fisher) Weaver, natives
of Pennsylvania. The grandfather, Michael Weaver, emigrated from Pennsylvania to
Ohio with his family and located in Jefferson Township in June, 1804, being one of
the early pioneers, locating on Little Bear Creek, three miles north of Miamisburg.
Here he opened out right in the woods, and experienced all the wildness and hardships
of those pioneer days, and here ho lived and died. The maternal grandfather, Frederick Fisher, was also an early settler here a few years later than the Weaver family.
Peter Weaver was iu his eleventh year when his father brought them to this new
country; was raised and inured to the many hardships of pioneer life ; grew to maturity; was married and became the father of four children, three now living—John,
Henry P. and Peter S. Mr. Weaver was twice married, and the first two children
mentioned above were by his first wife, and the last mentioned by his last wife ; he died
July 20, 1879, aged nearly eighty-six years ; his wife is still living, now eighty-one
years of age. Mr. Weaver was a carpenter by trade and a natural mechanic, being able
to make and construct almost anything made from wood. He made quite a leading
business of manufacturing wind mills for many years ; he made and put up the first one
ever erected in Ohio, and at the time was only nineteen years of age. He was a
remarkably hard-working, industrious man, of undoubted integrity of character, an
active church member, being a member of the Lutheran Church sixty years or more)
and holding all the prominent offices in the church—Trustee, Deacon and Elder ; one
who gave freely of his labor and means to build churches and support the Gospel, and
in his death the community lost a worthy citizen and the church an earnest worker.
Our subject lived with his father till his majority. Was married, March 1, 1860, to
Huldah Anna, daughter of James and Sarah Sharits, he a native of Virginia, and she
of Pennsylvania, becoming residents of this county about 1830 ; by this union they
have had nine children, six now survive—Adelia M., Martha M., Sarah 0., Adam C.,
Margaret A. and Amanda E. Mr. Weaver, after his marriage, resided with his father
and carried on his farm eight years ; thence bought and located in Jackson Township
till in 1876 he sold out, and in the fall of 1878 bought and located upon his present
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farm, which consists of sixty-five acres, fifty of which are in cultivation with good
buildings and improvements, constituting a very pleasant home. Mr. Weaver, by his
industry, acquired a good competency, hut has met several losses—had his barn burned,
lost quite heavily by a severe storm, and some by bad debts ; estimating all his losses
since his marriage from above causes to reach at least $4,000. Notwithstanding, he
still lives comfortably fixed, and has the right faith and courage to go on and take life
agreeably. Mr. Weaver follows the \ footsteps of his father in his devotion to Christianity ; became a member of the Lutheran Church when seventeen years of age, and
was taken into the church by one of the first preachers of this denomination in this
county, Rev. Henry Heinaker ; since living at his present location, he is a great distance from any Lutheran Church, and for convenience he and his wife have joined the
United Brethren Church.
WARREN A. WEAVER, farmer, P. 0. Pyrmont, born in this county March
20, 1850, is a son of Martin V. and Eliza (Zehring) Weaver, he a native of Pennsylvania and she of Ohio. The great-grandfather, Michael Weaver, emigrated from Germany and settled in Virginia, where he lived and died ; also the great-grandfather,
Joseph Jordon, was from Germany, and came to Virginia, where he died. The grandfather, Jacob Weaver, and wife, Anna Catharine, came from Virginia to Ohio and
located in Greene County in 1817, where they resided till 1830, thence moved into
Montgomery and lived here till their death; he died in the fall of 1854, and she in
June, 1874; issue, eight children; six now survive—John J., George, Martin V.,
Levi, Jacob and Sophia. Mr. Weaver was a man of limited education, possessing in his
boyhood days but meager advantages of schools, and being among the early pioneers
endured the hardships and deprivations of those times, was a very industrious hardworking man, and whose character and integrity was undoubted. He was a soldier in
the war of 1812. Martin V. was a carpenter by trade. Was married, April 26,1849,
to Eliza, daughter of David and Christine Zehring, natives of Pennsylvania, but who
became residents of Warren County, Ohio, about 1820, where they resided till about
1831, thence moved into Perry Township, Montgomery County, where they
resided till his death in June, 1863 ; his wife is still living with her daughter,
now nearly eighty years of age.
Martin V. was born December 16, 1823 ;
Eliza was born May 25, 1826 ; by their union they have had eight children,
five now living—Warren A., Alvin 0., Alma M., Charles E. and Arthur G. Mr.
Weaver, after his marriage, located at Liberty, Jefferson Township, where he followed his trade in connection with the undertaking business till 1864, when, after the
death of his father-in-law, he moved on to his old home place, where he continued his
former business till 1873, when he sold out everything connected with that business,
since which he has engaged in the sale of agricultural implements and buying leaf
tobacco. He owns seventy-five acres of land, fifty-one acres constituting the home
place just at the outskirts of Johnsville, upon which he has remodeled the house and
erected other buildings, and now has everything in good condition constituting a beautiful home and residence. Mr. Weaver is one of those active, stirring men who never
" rusts out," and one who holds the confidence of his community ; has been Township
Trustee two years and School Director for many years ; has given all his children a
good education, who have nearly all bicorne school teachers, and filling positions of
trust and usefulness. Our subject remained with his father till nearly twenty-one years
of age. Was married, January 1, 1874, to Elizabeth, daughter of David and Elizabeth Heeter, natives of this county ; by this union they have four children—Florence
V., Perry W., Lulu C. and one infant. Mr. Weaver received a good education, and
taught school two winters ; thence bought and located upon the place where he now
resides ; the farm consists of thirty-six acres, all in cultivation, with good improvements, and is a very pleasant home. Mr. Weaver has served one term as Township
Clerk.
DAVID W. WOGAMON, farmer, P. O. Pyrmont, born in Madison Township,
this county, October 3, 1823, is a son of John and Sarah (Weidner) Wogamon, he a
native of Pennsylvania, and she of Virginia. Christian Wogamon, the grandfather of
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our subject, emigrated from Pennsylvania to Ohio, and settled in the southeast part of
Perry Township in 1805, and was one of the first settlers of this township ; here he
entered his land and commenced right in the woods, and lived and died here. John
who was in his eighth year when his father first located here, grew to manhood, inured
to the hardships of pioneer life ; was married, still residing with his father for a short
time, then bought and located on a farm just in the edge of Madison Township, where
he lived till about 1850, when he sold out and bought a piece of land which included
the farm upon which our subject now lives, and also the farm adjoining it on the southhere he lived till about 1871, thence moved into Jefferson Township, where he still resides, now in his eighty-fifth year. His wife died about 1842. They had nine children—Joel, David W., Christian, Hannah, Margaret, John, Jacob, Sarah and Manassa.
He married for his second wife Mrs. Susanna Bilheimer, with whom he lived several
years, when she died ; for his third wife he married Mrs. Catharine Barks, with whom
he now lives. Mr. Wogamon started in life a poor man ; saw many hardships of those
early days, while the wild beasts and Indians were plentiful throughout this section.
But by constant labor and a frugal and upright life, he gained a good competency, and
can now rest from his labors in his later years. He was throughout his life a worthy
member of the German Baptist Church. The maternal grandparents, David and Mary
Weidner, were also early settlers of this county, locating here shortly after Christian
Wogamon ; they lived and died here at the advanced age of eighty years. Our subject
lived with his father and made that his home till twenty-five years of age ; was married
in the spring of 1851 to Barbara Wogamon, by whom he had three children, two now
living—John Henry and Barbara Ellen. His wife died September 29, 1855. On
September 7, 1856, he married Mrs. Patience Clemmer, by whom he had two children,
one now living—George W. His second wife died March 12, 1862. For his third
wife he married Mrs. Grace Mundhenk, daughter of William and Jane Garwood, by
whom he has had four children; three now survive—Sarah J., Emma May and
Lucy M. His wife has one child living by her first husband. Anna M. Mr.
Wogamon bought and located upon his present farm, where he has now resided twenty-nine years ; has a good farm of fifty acres ; has cleared up thirty-five acres of
it; has erected a good brick house and other buildings, and has a pleasant home and
residence. This sketch is of one of the first pioneer families of this township, whose
lives have been made up of hardships and usefulness, and whose character for houor,
integrity and moral worth is undoubted ; and of such lives their descendants in years to
come can read, and feel to praise them for their many labors and good works.
E L I WOGAMON, farmer, P. 0. Johnsville, born in Montgomery County, March
14, 1840, is a son of Joel and Elizabeth (Overholzer) Wogamon, natives of Pennsylvania. The paternal grandfather is fully written of in the sketch of D. W. Wogamon, in
this work. The maternal grandfather, Philip Overholzer, was a native of Pennsylvania, who became one of the early settlers of this county. Joel was but a child when
brought to this county by his parents, was raised and grew to manhood inured to the
scenes and hardships of that early pioneer life; was married and became the father of
thirteen children, eleven now survive—David, John, Mary, Susanna. Benjamin, Christian, Elizabeth, Eli, Lydia, Joel and Michael; was a farmer by occupation, and spent
his entire life in Perry Township ; was a very industrious man, and acquired a good
competency, becoming owner of 240 acres of land before his death, and all obtained by
his own labor and industry. Our subject lived with his father till after his majority ;
was married, in the fall of 1861, to Eliza Jane, daughter of John and Mary King, natives of Virginia, who became pioneers of this county, locating on Section 20, Perry
Township, in 1815 ; they were parents of six children, four now survive—Eliza Jane,
Sarah, Lucinda and Amanda. Mr. Wogamon and wife have five children—Philip,
Nettie Jane, Ephraim, Elmer and Arthur. Mr. Wogamon has always resided in this
township, and has followed farming as an occupation, and ever since his marriage has
lived on the farm where he now resides, except five years, during which he lived on
David Hull's farm. His farm consists of fifty-five acres, mostly in cultivation, situated
on the northwest quarter of Section 21, this township.
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A B R A H A M WOMBOLD, merchant and Justice of the Peace, Johnsville, a
native of Montgomery County, born January 24, 1838, is a son of John and Susan
( Williams) Wombold, natives of Pennsylvania. The paternal grandfather, Andrew
Wombold, was also a native of Pennsylvania, and lived and died there. He was the
father of eight children, four now survive—Tobias, Elizabeth (now Mrs. Henry
Brown) John and Peter. He was a soldier in the Revolutionary war. The maternal
grandfather, Samuel Williams, was born in Pennsylvania and lived and died there.
John with his family emigrated to Ohio, locating in the eastern part of the State,
where they resided several years, thence moved to Montgomery County, where he still
resides. His wife departed this life September 10, 1874. They had fourteen children,
six now survive—Abraham, John, Mathias, Eliza (now Mrs. Newsock), Mary Ann
(now Mrs. Heistand) and Lydiá Ann (now Mrs. Keafaurer). Mr. Wombold is a boot
and shoemaker by trade, which business he followed several years, thence entered upon
farming, which he followed about twenty-five years, during which time he raised his
large family to the healthy and honest labor of farming. About 1868, he located in
Johnsville, and again took up his former trade, which he has since followed. He is
now seventy-two years of age, but looks much younger, being very robust and activa
for one of his age. Our subject, at eighteen years of age, left home to learn the carpenter trade, and followed that business till 1874, with the exception of three years'
service in the army. He enlisted August 22, 1862, in the One Hundredth and Twelfth
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, which was afterward consolidated with the Sixtythird Regiment, in which he served till the close of the war. He served in the Army
of the Cumberland and was favored in passing through the war without a wound. He
had five brothers in the service—all volunteers—-two of whom, George and Henry,
never returned, but died of disease contracted from hardship and exposure, Henry in
the hospital at Corinth, Miss., and George at Charleston, Va. After 1874, Mr. Wombold followed farming three years. I n February, 1878, he bought of Gilbert Davis
his stock of merchandise in Johnsville and entered upon the mercantile trade, in which
business he has since continued. Mr. Wombold started in life with no capital but a
good physical constitution and willing hands. With these he went to work and with
hisfirmnessof character and integrity he has won the confidence of the people, has a
good stock of merchandise with a good trade, which is yearly increasing. He was
Township Clerk three terms and is now Justice of the Peace, which office he has held
for six years. On June 19, 1859, Mr. Wombold was united in marriage with Mary
A., daughter of William and Marger Ann Wallace, natives of Virginia, by whom he
has had six children—Erven Leroy, Elmer, Lizzie Vinnettie, Charles W., Maud and
Ruthie Bell.
JOSEPH R. WRIGHT, farmer and mail carrier, P. 0. Pyrmont, born in this
county and township, February 12, 1837, is "a son of Aaron and Ruth C. (Hackett)
Wright, natives of New Jersey. The maternal grandparents, Aaron and Ruth (Maxwell) Hackett, were natives of New Jersey, emigrated to Ohio and located in Warren
County, in the spring of 1805, at Waynesville. There they resided till 1829, when
they removed to Illinois. The great-grandparents were John and Elizabeth (Jones)
Maxwell. Elizabeth was the daughter of Thomas and Mary Jones. They had six
children—Usher, born September 24, 1733 ; Elizabeth, born September 5, 1744 ;
Ruth, born November 9, 1745 ; Thomas, September 24, 1750 ; Mary, September 4*
1753; Sarah, born March 28,1756. John and Elizabeth Maxwell were parents of
Ruth, born March 4, 1770 ; Mary, born February 20, 1772 ; Elizabeth, December 7,
1773 ; Sarah, October 14, 1777 ; Jones, March 28, 1780 ; Rebecca, January 18,
1782; and Armella, born February 2, 1786. Sarah, the fourth daughter, was married to Samuel Test, at Salem, N. J., May 19, 1796. He was of English descent. I t
is said three brothers by the name of Test came to America with William Penn aud
from these have originated all of that name. Samuel and Sarah Test's family are as
follows: Elizabeth, born March 31, 1797, and died August 9, 1836; Samuel, born
August 6, 1798, united in marriage with Hannah Jones, February 23, 1826 and died
August 10, 1849 ; Rachel, born May 14, 1800, and died November 24, 1802 ; John,
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born February 25, 1802, married Mary Andrew, September 25, 1823; Rachel, the
second, born September 19, 1804, married to Mark Test, November 20, 1833, and died
March 8, 1845 ; Zaccheus, born November 10, 1806, and died March 7, 1816 ; Mary,
born June 25, 1808, and married James Doyle, May 14, 1824 ; Sarah, born May 23,
1811, and married Israel Kirk, July 1, 1833 ; Lydia, born March 12, 1813, and married Benjamin Bond, March 28, 1832 ; Ruth, born April 16, 1818, and married Silas
Bundrant, May 31, 1843, and Alpheus, born February 6, 1821, and married Elizabeth
Moffitt, January 2, 1850. The mother, Sarah Test, died March 10, 1846 ; Samuel,
the lather, died September 18, 1856. John Maxwell, the great-grandfather above
mentioned, was a soldier in the Revolutionary war, serving faithfully through the entire
struggle. Aaron Wright and family came from Warren County, and located in Montgomery County, in 1829, and resided in Perry Township. His wife died in May,
1839. By her he had ten children, three now survive—Sarah T. (now Widow Birk),
living in Darke County, Ohio, Jesse J. and Joseph R. In the fall of 1840, he was
again married to Mary Monford, by whom he had two children—Cornelius M. and
Mary, now Mrs. Albert, of Brookville. Mr. Wright remained a resident of Perry
Township till in 1868, he located in Brookville, and lived retired from all active business till his death. He died May 20, 1879, aged nearly eighty-one years. Mr. Wright
was among the early settlers of this county, an industrious, energetic man, and by his
labor and economy gained a good competency. His integrity was undoubted, and lived
a temperate, moral and Christian life. He became a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church when quite young, was a Class-leader and Circuit Steward for many years,
and in his death the community lost a good citizen and the church an earnest worker.
Our subject was married October 18, 1858, and in three months after was called to
mourn her early death. On April 19, 1861, he enlisted in the Eleventh Regiment,
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, for the three months service, under Capt. Nolan, and went
forward to battle for his country. On June 25, 1861, he re-enlisted in the\Twelfth
Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, under Col. Lowe ; served about two and one-half
years, thence entered as a veteran, and was transferred to the Twenty-third Regiment,
in June, 1864, in which he served till severely wounded in battle, near Winchester,
Va., September 19, 1864, and placed in the hospital at Winchester. Thence from
Cumberland, Md., received a furlough, and on February 21, 1865, at Camp Dennison;
was discharged from further service on account of disability. He was in many hard
fought battles, one of the severest of which was that of Antietam. During his entire
«service, he was under fire of the enemy, in the aggregate a period of forty days, and in
consideration of his services and disability he receives a quarterly pension. In April,
1866, Mr. Wright was united in marriage with Caroline, daughter of John H. and
Sophia Oelslager, natives of Germany, who emigrated to America and became residents
of this county about 1837. By this union they have three children—Henrietta, Ruth
E. and Charles Henry. After the war, Mr. Wright followed farming about six years,
thence, in spring of 1871, he purchased his present property in Pyrmont, erected good
and substantial buildings and in the fall of the same year located here with his family,
where he has since resided, and for five years past has had the contract of carrying the
mail between Pyrmont and Brookville.
W I L L I A M WYRICK, merchant, Johnsville. As a representative of the
mercantile trade in Johnsville, we here have the pleasure to present the name of
William Wyrick, who was born in this county May 22, 1845, a son of David and Mary
(Furry) Wyrick, he a native of the county, and she of Maryland. The grandfather,
William Wyrick, was a native of North Carolina, but emigrated to Ohio about 1817,
and located in Jackson Township, where he lived till his death. David, who was born
in this county in 1820, was raised and grew to manhood, inured to the scenes and hardships of those early days. He was married and became the father of two children,
William and Elizabeth (deceased). Mr. Wyrick was a farmer by occupation throughout his life. He was a very industrious, hard-working man, one whose character was
undoubted, and was esteemed and respected by all who knew him. He became possessed of a good competency, owning 200 acres of land, upon which he had good
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improvements. Here he lived till his death, March 18, 1872. His wife is still living,
being now fifty-six years of ago, and resides in Johnsville. Our subject remained at
home upon the farm till the spring of 1872, when he and his father purchased the
stock of general merchandise of J. K. Campbell, in Johnsville, and commenced upon
mercantile trade, which continued only a short time, in consequence of the death of his
father. Since then he has continued the business alone, or in partnership with others,
the last partnership being dissolved in the spring of 1880. He is now carrying on the
business by himself. Mr. Wyrick, as a business man, has been very successful. He
has established a good trade—a trade second to none in Johnsville. He is very social
and affable in his manners, kind and accommodating in business, and possesses the
confidence of his community. Mr. Wyrick has been twice married ; first, in July, 1867,
to Miss Rebecca, daughter of Jesse D. and Delila Harry, whose history is given in
sketch of Jesse D. Harry, in this work. By this union they had four children, three of
whom are now living—Olive M., Mary D., and Berba T. His wife died March 6, 1875.
On February 21, 1876, he was married to Mary, daughter of Andrew and Elizabeth
Morrisson, natives of Maryland ; issue, two children—Myrtle M. and Daisie C.
T I L M A N WYSONG, farmer, P. 0. Pyrmont, born on the farm where he now
resides March 27, 1840, is a son of Valentine and Lydia (Barnhart) Wysong, he a
native of this county, and she of Preble county. The grandfather, Jacob Wysong, was
a native of Virginia, but became a resident of Montgomery County prior to the war of
1812, and lived and died here. The grandfather, David Barnhart, was a native of
Maryland, and also an early pioneer, coming here about the same time as the Wysongs.
Valentine was born about the time of the war of 1812, and was raised and grew to
manhood, inured to the scenes and hardships of those early and troublesome days. He
was married, and became the father of seven children, five of whom are now living—
Huldah, Tilman, Amanda, Sarah and Matilda Ann. Mr. Wysong followed farming
and bricklaying during his life, which was all spent in this township except the last
four years of his life, during which he lived in Covington, Miami County. He cleared
up one farm in this township almost entirely, and did a great amount of hard work.
He finally moved to Covington, having obtained a good competency, and intending to
retire from all active labor ; but there he still worked more or less at his trade, and was
elected a member of the City Council. He died in March, 1876, beloved and esteemed
by all who knew him, and in his death the community lost a worthy man and valued
citizen. His wife is still living, and is now in Shelby County, Ohio. Our subject lived
with his father till twenty-three years of age. He was married February 24, 1863, to
Elizabeth, daughter of Christian and Susan Martin, natives of Pennsylvania, early settlers of this county, locating here about 1833, and who were the parents of eight children, six of whom are living—Susan, Isaac, Sarah, Elizabeth, John and Jacob. Mr.
Wysong and wife have had two children, one of whom is now living, Edward. Their
lives have been passed in this township, and engaged in farming, and they reside upon the
old home farm, which consists of forty acres, mostly in cultivation, with good buildings
and improvements. He has been Constable one term. Mr. Wysong and wife are members of the United Brethren Church, having been such for ten years.
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L E V I BAKER, grain, tobacco and stock dealer, Brookville. Michael Baker, his
grandfather, was born in Somerset County, Penn. He married Catharine Schmookcr,
of the same State. The result of this union was twelve children, of whom three are
living, viz.: Samuel, Elizabeth and Benjamin. They emigrated to Ohio in 1804, and
entered a tract of land near Dayton, containing 600 acres. The friendly Indians in
the neighborhood advised him to change his location on account of what was called the
" milk sick." Mr. Baker thereupon moved to Clay Township, and entered a tract of
1,200 acres. At the time the land was entered, there were about three hundred Indians
of the Shawnee tribe camped on the place and remained about two years. During
this period the neighboring tribes were commiting many depredations along the border,
and nearly all the families became alarmed and moved to Dayton. The friendly Indians
prevailed on Mr. Baker to remain and conceal himself, and they would take care of him,
but he thought he would rather go to Dayton. In a short time after his arrival, he
concluded that he would be much safer on his own place, and therefore returned.
When he arrived the friendly Indians were glad to see him, and demonstrated their delight by giving a feast which lasted a couple of days. Mr. Baker passed from this
world in 1853. The family lost in him a kind and indulgent parent, and the community
a good citizen. Benjamin, the father of our subject, was born in this township the 25th
day of March, 1810. He married Francis Niswonger in 1830 ; as a result of this union,
had twelve children, the following of whom are living—Sadie, Malinda, Sarah, Johanna,
Mary, Minerva, Noah, Levi, Cyrus O, Sylvester. Mr. Baker was an Old-Line Whig, but
since the organization of the Republican party has been a faithful supporter of its interests. He has been a consistent member of the German Baptist Church for the past
thirty years. Levi, the subject of this memoir, was born January 9, 1836, and obtained
his education in the common schools, and assisted his father with the farm duties until
twenty years of age, when he was united in marriage with Catharine A. Ganger, in
1856. There were born to bless this union, two children, Mary A. and one who died
in infancy. He continued tilling the soil for six years, and then engaged in the grain
business, which he has followed successfully until the present. As an evidence of the
esteem and popularity with which he is held in the community where he lives, he was
elected Assessor of his township, which position he filled for a period of thirteen years.
Mrs. Baker was summoned out of this world April 5, 1879. He married for his second
wife Rebecca Koonts, November 18, 1879, and they have one child, Edith L. Baker.
In 1862, he engaged in the general merchandise business, which he continued until
1870. when he disposed of his store arid engaged in the produce and stock business
exclusively. He possesses good business qualities, and has been successful in every
enterprise that he has been engaged in. Although he has never identified himself with
any church, he has led an honest and upright life.
JACOB BAKER, farmer, P. O. Brookville. His father, Jacob Baker, is the
son of Michael Baker, whose sketch appears with the biography of Levi Baker. Jacob
obtained a very limited education, and assisted his father in clearing the land of timber.
He was united in marriage with Sarah Michael in 1854. Had fourteen children, of
whom nine are living. Jacob, the subject of our sketch, was born in 1836, and reared
on the farm. He celebrated his marriage with Sarah Shank in 1854. They are the parents
of three children, viz., Permelia, Almira and Lawrence L. Mr. Baker has followed the
occupation of tilling the soil to the present time, with good success. He cast his first
vote for " father Abraham," and has since been identified with the Republican party.
NOAH W. BAKER, hotel and liveryman, Brookville. Michael Baker, Jr., was
a son of Michael Baker, Sr., who came to this county in 1805,.from Lancaster County,
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Penn. Michael Baker, Jr., was born about the year 1812 ; after reaching manhood he
married Betsey Warner, by whom he had seven children. After her death he married
her sister Roseann, and they were the parents of three children, two of whom are
still living—Harvey C. and Noah W. ; the subject of this sketch was born November
15, 1848, and was married June 5, 1870, to Sophia Borden, who was born in Preble
County, Ohio, October 17, 1853. They are the parents of five children. Mr., Baker
has been in the hotel business for twelve years, seven of which he has been in the
Eureka House, which he built in 1873. I n politics, Mr. Baker is a Republican.
SAMUEL G. BARNES, dry goods and groceries and carriage manufacturing,
Brookville, was born in Erie County, N. Y., May 5, 1836. His father was a native of
the same State and county, and was united in marriage with Charlotte Rowe about the
year 1821, and had nine children, viz.: Jane, Martha M., Eliza, Laura A., Charlotte
A., Mary M., James G., Samuel G., Alice M. Mr. Barnes, by occupation was a miller,
which he followed up until the time he came to Ohio in 1838. He located in Marion
County and died a short time after his arrival, leaving a large family to the care of
Mrs. Barnes, who managed to keep them together until 1845, when she broke up housekeeping, and our subject was bound out to a neighboring farmer until he was twentyone. Our subject at this time was nine years of age, and had been to school only one
winter, but being of an inquiring disposition and of studious habits, he obtained a fair
knowledge of reading, writing and arithmetic. In 1847, the farmer with whom our
subject was bound, failed, and our subject was thrown on his own resources at the age
of eleven years. He followed various pursuits until 1849, when he engaged with
Morrhous & Davis, at Xenia, Greene Co., Ohio, to learn carriage-smithing, and continued in their service for a term comprising a period of five years, and worked at
journey work until 1857, when he took for a wife Rebecca Snyder, and as a result of
this union had one son—Charles A. Mr. Barnes continued at journey work until
1859, when he commenced business for himself in Plattsburg, Clark Co., Ohio. Mrs.
Barnes was summoned out of this world in 1861, when he disposed of his business
and went at his country's call for volunteers, and enlisted in Company C, Thirtieth
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, as Corporal, and in a short time was made Color Sergeant,
which position he continued in until he was wounded at the battle of South Mountain,
Md., and was confined to the hospital for a period of nine months, when he was put in
Company P, Twenty-first Veteran Reserve Corps, stationed most of the time at Philadelphia. He received his discharge in 1864, and re-enlisted in the same company
until the close of the war. His marriage with his second wife, Eliza Biggart, was celebrated in 1865, eleven months prior to his receiving his discharge from service. He
continued following his trade in Philadelphia until 1870, when he came West to Dayton,
Ohio, remaining but a short time, and then came to Brookville, where he now resides ;
continued working as a journeyman until 1872, when he embarked once more in the
carriage manufacturing business for himself, which he continued operating very successfully until 1880, when he disposed of his shop and purchased a stock of dry goods
and groceries. He, having a large and extensive circle of acquaintances, was soon able
to command a large trade. In 1881, he associated himself with A. P. Roller in the
carriage manufacturing business.
JESSE A. B I N K L E Y , farmer, P. 0. Center, was born in Lancaster County,
Penn., December 7, 1814 ; he is a son of Samuel Binkley, deceased, of Miami Township. Samuel was born in Lancaster County, Penn., June, 1786. He was united in
marriage to Miss Catharine Beam, of Lancaster County, Penn., 1805. She was born
June, 1786. By this union there were nine children born to them, eight of whom are
now living. The youngest is past fifty years of age. A rather remarkable circumstance is that there was not a death in the family for more than fifty years from the
date of their marriage. In the spring of 1837, Samuel and family emigrated to Ohio,
and settled in Germantown, Montgomery County. They lived there some nine months,
when they moved to Miami Township, where Samuel continued to live until his death,
in 1872, in his eighty-sixth year. His widow is still living in Miami Township, in her
ninety-sixth year. She is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Jesse, the
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subject of this sketch, remained at home with his parents on the farm ; a part of the
time was spent in the " Shuey Mill," in Germantown. He had learned millino- i
Pennsylvania. Jesse was united in mariage November 19, 1846, to Miss Caroline
Whisler, who was born November 27, 1823, a daughter of Daniel Whisler, deceased of
Miami Township. This union has been blessed by the birth of twelve children, eleven
of whom are now living, viz.: Henry, born June 10, 1848 ; William A., born March
24, 1849 ; Adaline, born October 30, 1850, now the wife of A. Rhodes, of Anderson,
Ind.; Newton, born June 18, 1852; Jesse, born April 8, 1853; Caroline W., born
December 19, 1854, wife of William Worman, of Clay Township; Alice A., born
December 6, 1856, wife of John H. Welsh, of Randolph Township ; Jacob B., born
May 2, 1858; Pharis, born January 2, 1861; Samuel, born June 11, 1862; and
Theora, born December 2, 1867. Their daughter Clara was born October 1, 1865 and
died January 3, 1866. Mr, and Mrs. Binkley and seven of their children are members
of the United Brethren Church at Phillipsburg, Ohio. Mr. Binkley has been a Township Trustee for several terms in Clay Township. In 1847, he moved to Clay Township, and settled on the farm where he has since lived. He owns a farm of 160 acres
well improved, with a large dwelling and substantial outbuildings.
LEWIS CAYLOR, farmer, P. 0. Brookville, is the grandson of Peter Caylor, who
emigrated from Virginia to Ohio, locating in Jefferson Township. I t cannot be ascertained at what time, but it was almost a wilderness, and the Indians were very
numerous. He was united in marriage with Sarah Retter. One daughter and five
sons were born to bless this union, three of whom are living, viz., Joseph, Benjamin
and Elizabeth. The father of our subject was born in Jefferson Township, September
19, 1812. He celebrated his marriage with Elizabeth Miller. Ten children were born
to them—John, Susan, Lucinda, Anna, Peter, Lewis, Hannah are living at the present
writing. Lewis, the subject of this sketch, was born in Jefferson Township January
26, 1845, and assisted his father with the duties of the farm until 1865, when he married Lidy A. Baker. They were the parents of two children—Altha M. and Herod
V. Mr. Claylor's principal occupation has been tilling the soil. He purchased a farm
in Van Buren Township, Darke Co., Ohio, in 1867, remaining until 1878, and disposed of his place and purchased the farm where he now resides. As an evidence of
the popularity and esteem with which he is held in the community where he lives, he
was elected to the office of Justice of the Peace, which office he has filled to the entire
satisfaction of all concerned.
JACOB CARMONY, farmer, P. O. West Baltimore, was born in Washington
Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio, July 10, 1823. He is a son of Jacob Carmony,
late of Clay Township, deceased. Jacob was born in Pennsylvania, October 18, 1790.
He emigrated to Ohio and settled in Washington Township, Montgomery County, in
1810 or 1811. He was united in marriage to Miss Mary Stansell, a daughter of Henry
Stansell, deceased, of Washington Township, Montgomery County. She was born
June 4, 1796, in Mason County, Ky. By this union there were born to them six
children, four of whom are now living—Henry S., of Miami County, Ohio; Elizabeth,
wife of George Halloway, of Portland, Ind. ; William, of Lawrence County, 111., and
Jacob, the subject of this sketch. Jacob, Sr., lived in Washington Township until
1866, when he moved to Clay Township, where he died April 26, 1869. His wife
died in Clay Township, January 1„1872. Jacob. Jr., lived with his parents engaged
in farming until he was married, September 16, 1846, to Miss Mary Tice, a daughter
of Joseph Tice, of Clay Township, where he died October 4, 1871. She was born in
the State of New Jersey, April 24, 1829. By this union there have been born to them
nine children, six of whom are now living, viz., William J., born May 16, 1847 ;
Joseph T., born May 23, 1849 ; Arminte, born August 25, 1854, wife of Joseph
Lasure, of Indiana; Clara, born May 24, 1859, wife of William Thompson, of Preble
County, Ohio; Sarah E„ born February 17, 1861, wife of Lewis Westfall, of Clay
Township, and Henry J., born December 15, 1862. William J. was married to Miss
Sarah A. Rasor, a daughter of D. Rasor, of Clay Township, September 27, 1868.
They have had five children born to them, viz., Clara E., Milton O., Emma L., Henry
n
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W and Francis J. Mrs. Carmony is a member of tbe New-School Baptist Church at
Gordon, Darke Co. Mr. C. has resided in Montgomery County all his life. He is the
owner o'f a farm of 166 acres in Clay Township, where he lives.
WABREN H. COOK, farmer, P. O. Clayton, was born in Clay Township,
Montgomery Co., Ohio, March 18, 1840. He is a son of the late Harris Cook, a
native of Providence, R. I . , who emigrated to Ohio in an early day. Warren lived at
home with his parents until twelve years of age, when his parents sent him to a select
school at'West Milton, Miami Co., Ohio (known as the Quaker Seminary), where he
attended two terms. When he was only fifteen years old he taught a school in
Darke County, Ohio, and the following summer he attended the schools at
West Milton. The next winter he taught school in Darke County ; then
remained at home for a year, when he attended the Normal School at Troy,
Miami Co., Ohio. The subsequent winter he taught the schools at Pattysville,
Miami County ; the next winter he taught a school north of Georgetown, where he
commenced the study of medicine with his brother-in-law, Dr. Bobbs, of Phillipsburg,
In the winter of 1861-62, he taught the Phillipsburg schools again. I n August, 1862,
he enlisted in Company E, Sixty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry. His regiment served
in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Army Corps. He was in active service some fourteen
months, when, by order of Secretary Stanton, he was detached from active service and
attached to the Adjutant General's office at Washington, D. C. He had charge of the
Corresponding Bureau under Col. Taylor until he was discharged. Upon his return
home, he attended medical lectures at the Miami Medical College, at Cincinnati, Ohio. I n
1865-66, on account of rheumatism contracted while in the army, he had to abandon
the study of medicine. In the summer of 1866, he attended the Normal School at
Daytoù, Ohio. In the following winter of 1866-67, he taught the schools at Salem,
Montgomery County, and in 1867-68, the Brookville schools. From 1869 to 1871,
he taught a school four miles northwest of Dayton'. April 13, 1871, he was united in
marriage to Miss Hattie N . Turner, a daughter of H . M. Turner, of Montgomery
County. By this union there have been born to them two children, viz., Bertha A.,
born November 9,1872, and Malcomb, December 4,1874. Hattie N., his wife, was born
November 16, 1848. In 1875, he moved to Grant County, Ind., where he engaged in
the drug business with Dr. Bobbs. This partnership continued one year, when Dr.
Bobbs retired, and Mr. Cook continued the business one year, when he sold out and
returned to Montgomery County, Ohio, and settled on the farm where he now resides.
Mr. Cook is the owner of a farm of 110 acres of land in Clay Township, northwest of
Salem three-quarters of a mile.
W I L L I A M DILTS, farmer, P. 0. Brookville, was born in Hunterdon County,
N. J., May 21, 1815. His father, William, was born in 1765, and was united in
marriage with Catharine Holcomb about 1790. They were the parents of eleven children, of whom eight are living, five daughters and three sons. William, the subject of
this memoir, was educated in the common schools and brought up to farm labor. He
was apprenticed at the age of seventeen years to learn the carpenter's trade, and served
four years, and continued in the employ of his brother until he was united in marriage
with Mary Allen in 1837. Followed his trade until the fall of 1837. In the spring
of 1838, he packed all his worldly possessions in a wagon and started for the West.
He arrived at West Baltimore, this township, after a long and tedious journey of
twenty-one days. In 1839, he rented a rude cabin near Brookville, and followed his
trade until 1843, when he moved to Liberty Corners, remaining three years and purchased the farm where he now resides. Mrs. Dilts was summoned from earth to the
spirit land in 1867. He married, for his second wife, Maria Conrad, in 1869. Mr.
Dilts is the father of eight children, five by his first wife, and three by his second.
Mr. Dilts has been a worthy and consistent member of the Baptist Church for the past
thirty years. Mr. Dilts started in the world with nothing but good health, and, with
the assistance of his good and industrious wife, accumulated enough of this world's
goods to keep them in their declining years.
W I L L I A M G. EWING, farmer, P. 0. West Baltimore, is a son of John Ewing,
a pioneer of Washington Township, Montgomery County, Ohio. John Ewing, Sr., the
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grandfather of the subject of this sketch, was a native of Kentucky. He emigrated
from Kentucky and settled in Washington Township, Montgomery County, in the year
1797. He was one of the first Associate Judges of Montgomery County. John Ewing, the
father of William Gr., was born in Washington Township, Montgomery County, in 1802,
where he now lives. He is the oldest person living in the township that was born in it.
He was united in marriage in the year 1823, to Miss Elizabeth Ewell, a daughter of
Joel Ewell (deceased), of Washington Township, Montgomery County. The Ewell
family came to Montgomery County from New Jersey in a very early day and settled in
Washington Township. Elizabeth was born in 1804; by the marriage of John and
Elizabeth there were born to them fourteen children, four of whom are now living—
Jeremiah, born 1825; William G., the subject of this sketch; Elizabeth, born
February, 1827, and Robert, born September 7, 1838. The subject of this sketch
was born March 30, 1826. John and Elizabeth are still living in Washington
Township; John is in his eightieth year and Elizabeth in her seventy-eighth
year. William G. lived at home on the farm until 1849, when he went to California
and remained until May, 1854, when he returned. He was united in marriage
November 4, 1856, to Miss Malinda Sunderland, a daughter of Aaron Sunderland (deceased), of Washington Township. She was born February 13, 1838; by
this union there have been born to them six children, three of whom are now living—
Cora M., born October 27, 1863; Lilly M., born January 14, 1866, and William A.,
born February 7, 1876. Three of their children are dead, viz. : A son who died in
infancy April 8, 1859; Otto W. died September 3, 1864; and Laura S. died September
22, 1865. In 1869, Mr. Ewing moved to Clay Township and settled on tbe farm upon
which he has since lived. He owns a farm of 105o acres. Mrs. Ewing is a member of the
New-School Baptist Church at Centerville, Ohio. Mr. Ewing, while residing in Washington Township, was Trustee one term. In Clay Township, he has been a member of
the school board for some time. He served in Company I , One Hundred and Thirtyfirst Regiment Ohio National Guards, under Col. Lowe, of Dayton.
HUGH FERGUSON, farmer, P. O. Bachman, was born in Montgomery County,
Ohio, March 30, 1831. He is a son of William Ferguson (deceased), late of Dayton,
Ohio. William was born in Delaware in the year 1787.' He was united in marriage in
the year 1808, to Miss Jane Watson, of Delaware; by this union there were born to
them nine children, four of whom are now living—Christopher B., who lives in Dayton ; Robert H., of Darke County, Ohio ; Joseph J., who lives in Missouri, and Hugh,
the subject of this sketch. William Ferguson emigrated from Delaware to Ohio and
settled in Montgomery County, where he lived until his death. He settled first in
Dayton, when there were but few houses at that point. William was a farmer. He
died in Dayton October 21,1874, in his eighty-eighth year. His wife (Jane) was born
in Delaware iu 1787; she died June 20, 1871,'in her eighty-third year. Hugh was
reared on a farm, and has since continued to follow the choice of his youth. He was
united in marriage January 28, 1858, to Miss Fidelia Valentine, a daughter of Jonathan Valentine, of Dayton, Ohio; she was born September 19, 1836; Jonathan Valentine was a native of New Jersey; he died in Dayton in 1864; by the marriage of
Hugh and Fidelia there has been born to them seven children, six of whom are now
dead. They have one daughter living—Lizzie M., born May 11, 1862. Mr. Ferguson has been a resident of Montgomery County since his birth, excepting three years
he lived in Greene County, Ohio.~ In March 14, 1871, he moved to Clay Township,
where he has since continued to live. He is the owner of a farm of seventy-two acres.
Mr. Ferguson and daughter are members of the United Brethren Church at South
Arlington, Ohio. Mrs. Ferguson is a member of the Reformed Church in Greene
County, Ohio.
JACOB FLORY, farmer, P. O. Center, Ohio ; was born in Clay Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio (on the farm now owned by John Sayler), September 7, 1828. He
is a son of the late Jacob Flory, Sr., who emigrated from Pennsylvania iu 1805 or
1806, and settled in Montgomery County, near Liberty. Jacob, Sr., was united in
marriage to Miss Mary Overholzer. He settled in Clay Township in 1817-18. At
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the time of his death in 1867, he owned the John Sayler farm in Clay Township ; at
the time of his death ho was seventy years old ; he had eight children living at the
time of his death. Jacob, the subject of this sketch, was reared on a farm, and has
since engaged in the calling of his youth. He was married to Miss Frances Peffly, a
daughter of Jacob Peffly, of Clay Township, January 20, 1856. By this union there
have been born to them seven children, all of whom are now living, viz.: Wilson, born
September 3, 1853 ; Lydia Ann, born January 3, 1855 ; Jacob, born April 5, 1856 ;
Simon, born October 10, 1857 ; Benjamin, born August 28, 1859 ; Emma, born January 22, 1863 ; and Levi, born October 9, 1866. Mr. Flory and wife are members of
the " Brethren in Christ " Church. Mr. Flory is the owner of a farm of eighty acres
in Clay Township, where he resides. His farm is well improved with a very cheerful
residence, substantial barn and other outbuildings.
GEOBGE GANGER, farmer, P. 0. Bachman. The subject of this sketch was
horn in Perry Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio, September 5, 1810. His father, John
Ganger, was a native of New Jersey. He was born in the year 1766, and emigrated
to Maryland. In 1796, he was married to Miss Barbara Redman, of Maryland. By
this union there were born to them eleven children, five of whom are now living, viz.:
Joseph, of Shelby County, Ohio ; Samuel, of Elkhart County, Ind.; John, of Elkhart
County, Ind.; George, the subject of this sketch, and Jacob, of Elkhart County, Ind.
The youngest child (Jacob) is now in his sixty-eighth year. John Ganger emigrated
to Ohio from Maryland, and settled in Perry Township, Montgomery County, about the
year 1809. He died in Clay Township in 1853, in his eighty-seventh year. His wife,
Barbara, died in 1847 in Perry Township ; she was born in the year 1769. George
lived at home with his parents engaged in farming until he was married. He was
united in marriage, June 12,1834, to Miss Elizabeth Reichard, of Preble County, Ohio,
a daughter of Joseph Reichard. He was born in Center County, Penn., in the year
1793. He was married to Miss May Heiney, of Pennsylvania; he emigrated to Ohio
in the year 1819, and settled in Montgomery County. By the marriage of George and
Elizabeth there have been horn to them eight children, five of whom are now living,
viz.: Mary Ann, born November 22,1835, now the wife of John Myers, of Clay Townshin ; George W., February 20, 1848 ; William, May 4, 1853 ; Elizabeth, May 29,
1857, now the wife of Ezra Whip, of Dayton, Ohio ; and Levi B., November 1, 1861.
In 1843, George Ganger moved with his family to Clay Township, and settled on the
farm upon which he now lives. Mrs. Ganger is a member of the United Brethren
Church at South Arlington. Mr. Ganger is the owner of a farm of 129 à acres, near
Bachman. Their son William was united in marriage May 12, 1878, to Miss Eliza
Kck, a daughter of James Eck, of Clay Township. William is engaged in farming
the home place.
CHRISTOPHER GISH, physician and surgeon, Brookville. Mathias Gish was
born in Lancaster County, Penn., in 1789, and was married to Frances Hammaker in
Cumberland County, Penn., about the year 1811, and removed to Franklin County,
and from thence to what was then Mifflin County, now Juniata County. While in
Franklin County, he learned the trade of miller. He removed to Ohio in 1836, and
settled in Shelby County, but soon came to Montgomery County, where he lived the
rest of his life, dying at the advanced age of eighty-six years. They were the parents
of six children, four boys and two girls—John, Abram, Eliza, Mathias, Fannie and
Christopher. The subject of our sketch was born in Franklin County, Penn., on
March 20, 1815, and came to Ohio iu 1834, having left his home two years prior to
that time, and joined himself to a millwright, with whom he worked for two years at a
compensation of $4 per month, from which he had to clothe himself. This scanty
.allowance formed in him habits of economy which formed the basis of his present
fortune. In his native State he received a common-school education, and an academic
education at the Dayton Academy. Bead medicine with the late Dr. Bosler, of Dayton, going to the Medical College of Ohio at Cincinnati in 1840-41, and also in 185253, when he graduated. Since 1841, he has been constantly in the practice, and has
been very prominent in the medical profession in Montgomery County ever since. He
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married Mary Feit December 27, 1842. She was the daughter of Charles Feit, a
native of Prussia, and came to America in 1808. His father was left behind
to attend to some business, and died soon after; his mother died during the
voyage. Thus, landing at Philadelphia an orphan, he was sold to a Chester County
farmer to defray his passage, with whom he stayed until he was twenty-one years of
age. Mrs. Gish was born in Chester County July 24, 1819. Dr. Gish has beeu earnest and devoted in his work for education and the elevation and advancement of humanity. He is a man of broad views, and well-developed knowledge in the affairs of
life.
SOLOMON GOOD, minister, Backman, is the son of Jacob Good, who was born
in Bockingham County, Va., December 17,1814, and emigrated to Ohio in 1816. with
his father, and located in Fairfield County. He was united in marriage with Anna Busy,
daughter of Abraham and Anna Busy, in 1840. These worthy individuals labored diligently for the support of an increasing family, nor in the midst of harassing struggles
did they neglect the mental improvements of their progeny under the most depressing
circumstances.- They raised a very exemplary family of nine children. Mary (Bery)
Solomon, Daniel Ely (Sarah McKinsey), Elizabeth Balinda are now living. In 1840,
Mr. Good journeyed farther out to the frontier, and purchased a farm in Adams County,
Ind., and has continued pursuing the occupation of tilling the soil until the present.
Solomon was born September 22, 1845, and was educated in the common school, aud
assisted his father in clearing and cultivating the farm. He married his wife
on February 26, 1867. She was the daughter of the Rev. John Winger, one of the
pioneer members of the Brethren in Christ Church, and has done much toward enlightening the people and advancing the interests of that denomination. Mr. and Mrs. Good
are the parents of two children, viz., John and David J. Mr. Good continued farming until 1877, when he moved to Ohio and located in this township, where he now resides, and is engaged in the merchandise trade. Believing in the refining and elevating
tendencies of religion, he joined the Brethren in Christ Church. In 1875, he felt
himself called of the Holy Ghost to preach, and, as he stated, though feeling unworthy
and incapable, yet he felt in duty bound to obey the call, and was regularly ordained as
minister, and worked actively for the advancement of the cause. Six months later he
had organized a congregation, and erected a church at Winger Town, in the village ivliere
he now resides. For the past three years he has been sowing seed here and there,
preaching Christ, seeking after the welfare of the church with a fatherly care, rarely
omitting to administer good advice to those with whom he conversed.
ALBERT GRUENIG, bakery and confectionery, Brookville, Ohio, was born in
Rhine, Bavaria, Germany, January 3, 1841 ; his father, Jacob, was born in Rhine, Bavaria, Germany, in the year 1796; he was a'miller and baker. The subject of this
sketch learned his trade with his father. His father died in 1871, in Germany, in his
seventy-six year. His mother was born in the same place as her husband ; she was
born in the year 1813 ; she died in 1845. Albert, the subject of this sketch, had one
sister and one brother. His sister, Mary, is dead ; his brother, Phillip, lives in Paris,
France. The subject of this sketch came to America and landed at New York City on
the 19th day of August, 1865. He first came to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he
was engaged in baking fora year and a half, when he went to Germantown, Ohio, and
followed his trade until 1867, when he returned to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he remained
until the fall of 1868, when he returned to Germantown, where he carried on a bakery
until 1872, then he moved to Brookville, Montgomery (Jo., Ohio, where he now resides.
He was united in marriage to Miss Rebecca Jane Wright, of Germantown, on the
sixth day of June, 1872. The marriage ceremony was performed by Rev. Isaae H.
Reiter, of the German Reformed Chureh, of Miamisburg, Ohio. They have had four
children born to them, three of whom are dead, viz., John Albert, Anna E. and Edward. They have one daughter living, viz., Dora Louisa, who was born November 9,
1876. Mr. G. has been engaged in business in Brookville since 1872 ; he is the leading baker in the town and has aeenmulated considerable town property in Brookville through his own industry.
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EICHARD M. HART, farmer, P. 0. West Baltimore, was born in Butler
County, Ohio, July 25, 1S23. His father, George W. Hart, was born in New Jersey,
in the year 1789. He emigrated to Ohio, and settled in Butler County in a very early
day. He was united in marriage, in 1817, to Miss Rachel Pierson, of Butler County.
Rachel was born in New Jersey in 1793; George W. Hart died in Hamilton County,
Ohio, in 1840. His wife, Rachel, died in April, 1867. Richard began life at the
bottom rung of the ladder, working by the day at any honorable work he could get, assisting
his widowed mother to support the family. George AV. and family moved from Butler
County to Montgomery in 1830, where ho worked at the carpenter's trade. In the
spring of 1836, they moved to Lockland, Hamilton County, where he died. Robert M.
was united in marriage, December 24, 1846, to Miss Harriet McGrew. who was born
September 11,1823, a daughter of James McGrew, of Preble County, Ohio. He was
a native of Pennsylvania. By this union there have been born to them four children, all
of whom are now living, viz. : Asbury E., born April 23, 1848 ; James L., born October 19, 1851 ; George W., born September 5, 1854, and Hattie M., born December 11,
1866. Asbury E. married to Miss Ella Sullivan, of Arcanum, Darke Co., Ohio.
George W. married to Miss Susan Doner, of Bandolph Township, Montgomery
County. In the year 1840, the subject of this sketch and his mother returned to Montgomery County and settled in Clay Township, where he has since lived, with the exception of one year (1847). Robert lived in Butler County. Mr. Hart and wife are
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church at Gordon Darke County. Mr. Hart has
been a member of the School Board in Clay Township for six years. He was a member
of the One Hundred and Thirty-first Regiment Ohio National Guards, under Col.
J. G. Lowe, of Dayton. He is the owner of a farm of thirty-nine acres in Clay Township, where he resides.
JOHN JOHN, retired farmer, P. O. Center, was born in Stark County, Ohio,
May 14, 1812. His father, David John, was born in Botetourt County, Va., March
29, 1788. He and his family emigrated to Ohio in 1809, and settled in Stark County,
when it was a vast wilderness. They had but one neighbor anywhere near ; their frequent visitors were bears, wolves, wild cats and Indians. They had to fell trees in order
to build their cabin. In 1829, David John and his family moved to Montgomery
County, and settled in Clay Township, one mile south of Phillipsburg, where he resided
until 1839, when he moved to Wayne County, Ind., and settled near Hagerstown, where
he died November 4, 1872, in his eighty-fifth year. The mother of the subject of this
sketch was born in York County, Penn., September 22, 1792. She was married to
David March 26, 1811. Her maiden name was Mishler. She died in Wayne County,
Ind., August 21, 1843. David John and wife were baptized in Stark County, Ohio, in
1817, by Daniel Garver, at David Graybills, at the Yearly Meeting of the German
Baptist Church, and died in the triumph of that faith. The subject of this sketch
lived at home with his parents until he was twenty years old, working by the day for a
start in life. In his twenty-first year, he commenced to learn the carpenter trade, and
continued to work at it for ten years. He learned his trade with Philip Studebaker,
of Phillipsburg. In 1838, he purchased eighty-five acres of land in Clay Township,
being a part of the farm upon which he now resides ; he has added to it until he has
now a farm of 162 acres; near the town of Phillipsburg. He was united in marriage,
May 14, 1833, to Miss Nancy Warner, a daughter of Jacob Warner, of Clay Township. This union has been blessed by the birth of ten children, seven of whom are now
living, viz. : Elizabeth (now the wife of Aaron Miller, of Clay Township), Lydia, Mary
( now the wife of Esq. Smith, of Brookville), Lewis W., Samuel, Hetta Ann (now the
wife of William Binkley, who is engaged in farming his father-in-law's farm) and
Susanna. Mr. John and wife were baptized in the German Baptist Church in 1841,
at Michael Miller's, by Isaac Karn, in Randolph Township. Mr. John quit farmingeight years ago, and is now taking his ease in his declining days, the result of his industry and economy.
A B R A H A M B. LANDIS, farmer and teacher, P. 0. West Baltimore, was born
in Monroe Township, Darke Co., Ohio, July 11, 1845. He is a son of Daniel Landis,
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of Miami City, Montgomery County. Daniel was born in Stark County, Ohio, in 1818.
Abraham Landis, the grandfather of tbe subject of this sketch, moved to Montgomery
County and settled in Madison Township in 1825. Daniel Landis was united in marriage, in 1841, to Miss Susanna Basore, of Miami County, Ohio. She was born in
Lancaster County, Penn., in 1820; by this union five children were born to them, all
of whom are now living. Daniel and Susanna are members of the German Baptist
Church. Abraham, the subject of this sketch, attended the Normal School at Lebanon.
Ohio, in 1865. He taught school for seven years in Montgomery, Darke and Miami
Counties. Mr. Landis was united in marriage August 18, 1870, to Miss Laura E.
Smock, who was born January 12, 1851. She is a daughter of George Smock, of
Warren County, Ohio ; he is a native of New Jersey. Catherine, the mother of Laura,
was a Schenek, one of the prominent families of Warren County. By this union there
have been born to them three children, now living, viz.: Cecilia A., born October 8,1871 ;
Lilly M., born February 20, 1872, and Walter V,, born September 22, 1874. These
children are unusually bright and intelligent. Mr. Landis is a member of the A., F. &
A. M., at Ithaca, Darke Co., Ohio. Mr. Landis has been a member of the School
Board of Clay Township for five years. Mr. Landis is the owner of a farm of sixtyseven acres of land in Clay Township, where he resides. He has been for eight years
dealing quite extensively in buying tobacco.
HENRY MUNDHENK, retired, Brookville, was born in Lancaster County, Penn.,
April 17, 1816, and is a son of David and Anna Maria Mundhenk, whose history is
fully given in Perry Township. Our subject came with his parents to this county, and
here grew to manhood, receiving a fair education in the schools of his township. He
was married May 22, 1851, to Mary Ann Read, who was born in Cincinnati, Ohio,
Januar}' 18, 1829, and a daughter of Jonathan and Sarah Read, natives of New Jersey. Her fatherwas born in 1801, and came to this county about 1826, where he lived
many years, and was universally respected. He finally moved to Iowa, where he purchased a large tract of land, with the intention of settling all his children upon it, and
there died several years ago. To Henry and Mary Ann Mundhenk have been born
three children, viz.: Josephine, the wife of William Beardsheare, who is President of
the AVestern College, Iowa ; Sarah A., deceased ; and Charlie L., who is a student at
the Western College. Mr. Mundhenk has followed milling nearly all his life, and has
been one of the successful men of Perry Township, but is now retired from active business, living in Brookville, on the fruits of his early industry. Politically,he is a Republican, and he and wife are members of the United Brethren Church. They are modest,
unassuming people, and benevolent, kind neighbors, who are ever ready to assist the
poor and needy, as well as tó give their means in helping along every worthy enterprise.
Intelligent, well read, and courteous, they are respected by all who know them.
SAMUEL NISWONGEB, farmer, P. O. Baltimore, is one of the stanch, energetic men of Montgomery County. His father, Samuel, was born in Virginia in 1788,
and was united in marriage with Ellen Dillon. Ten children were born to bless this
union, eight of whom are Jiving at the time of writing, viz.: James, Levi, John D.,
Elizabeth, Catharine, Sarah, Prudia and Samuel. He came to Ohio, and located near
the present site of Salem, in this township, and entered 160 acres, all in timber. Mr.
Niswonger was a worthy member of the River Brethren faith, and was summoned out
of this world in 1869. The subject of this sketch was educated in the common schools
and brought up to farm labor. He was united in marriage with Rachel Studebaker, and
five children have been born to bless this union, of whom two are living, viz.: Andrew
and Rachel. Mrs. Niswonger passed from this world in 1857. Mr. Niswonger's principal occupation has been farming; he cultivated his father's farm until 1855, when he
purchased the farm where he now resides, containing eighty acres. He married his
second wife, Lydia Cupp, in 1862.
MRS. SUSANNA NISWONGER, farmer, P. O. Clayton. The subject of this biographical sketch was born in Darke County, Ohio, February 6,1842, a daughter of Jacob
Hinsey. She was married to George Niswonger November 17, 1870. He departed
this life July 6, 1879. He was a son of John Niswonger, deceased, of Clay Township-
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Mrs. Niswonger is the owner of seventeen acres, where she resides, in Clay Township.
She has a beautiful home, surrounded with everything to make her life cheerful and
pleasant.
JESSE P. OLINGER, dry goods and groceries, Brookville. John Olinger, grandfather of our subject, was born in Rucks County, Penn. ; his grandmother, Mary, was
born in the same State ; four children were born to bless this union. Judge George
Olinger, the youngest, was born in Bedford County, Penn., the 18th day of February,
1793, and reared on the farm, and was possessed of an active, physical constitution. He
never wholly forsook his first honorable calling. His early advantages, especially in
educational matters, were limited, but by being of an inquiring disposition he sought for
and gathered a mass of information which could only be acquired by profound reading
and continued reflection. October 21, 1813, he was joined in the holy bannsof matrimony
to Margaret Hardman, of Kentucky; ten children was the result of this union, viz. :
Israel H., Catharine, Jesse P., Susan, Margaret, Sarah, Mary, Marian, Agnes, Eliza A.;
all are living, excepting Susan, Catharine, Margaret and Mary. Mrs. Olinger was a
member of the German Baptist Church ; she died May 14, 1863, leaving a large
family to mourn her loss. Judge Olinger was one of the early pioneers of this county
and occupied a prominent position in its history. In the year 1827, he was elected
Justice of the Peace for his township, and continued in office for twelve years, when he
declined further honors in that direction. About the year 1835, Mr. Olinger was
elected an Associate Judge of the Common Pleas Court, a position of honor which he
held with credit to himself for a term of about six years. In the year 1829, Judge
< linger was elected one of the Commissioners of the county, and continued in that
office for six or seven years, and so popular was his administration of the affairs of the
county that his friends desired him to keep on running; he declined, however, and attempted to retire to private life. But it was insisted that he must do something in a
public capacity, and he was put into the position of Land Appraiser for a number of
years. Judge Olinger was a gentleman of the " old school," hut belonged to that progressive class of old men that recoguized the fact that the world moves. In polities, he
was always a firm and consistent supporter of the Democratic party. James Monroe
was the first President for whom he voted. The Judge, although uot in favor of total
abstinence, was, however an advocate for moderation and temperance in all things.
The common-school interest found in him a faithful friend. His life was spent mainly
in a continued round of mental and physical activity, and he passed quietly out of this
world in 1875, at the advanced age of eighty-two years. The family lost in him a kind
parent and the community a good citizen. Jesse, our subject, was educated in the
common schools and was brought up to the honorable occupation of tilling the soil,
which be continued following until 1861. He married Mary A. Stouffer in 1848 ; by
this union there were born to them four children, viz.: Elizabeth, deceased, George I I . ,
David H. and Charles W. Mrs. Olinger died in 1859. In 1861, he disposed of his
farm and moved to Brookville, and purchased a stock of drugs and groceries, which he
has managed successfully until the present. As an evidence of the popularity and
esteem with which he was held in the community where he livis he was elected to the
office of Justice of the Peace in 1855, which position he filled to the entire satisfaction
of all concerned. He married his second wife, Amy C. Dilts, in 1868. They are both
worthy members of the Lutheran Chureh, and have taken an active interest in the
cause of religion.
MRS. RICKEY O HTM AN, farmer, P. O. Center, Ohio, the subject of this
sketch, is the widow of Henry Ortman, of Clay Township. She was born in Dcapols,
Germany, December, 17, 1825, and was united in marriage with Henry Ortman,
in 1846, in Germany. In 1848, they emigrated to America, and settled in Miamisburg, Montgomery County, Ohio. In April, 1861, Henry Ortman moved to Clay
Township, and settled on the farm where he died, November 19, 1875. There were
born to Henry and Rickey twelve children, eight of whom are now living, viz., Bernhart, born August, 1847 ; Mary, born March 31, 1857 ; John, born January 25, 1859 ;
Elizabeth, born October 3, 1860 ; Frederick, born March 25, 1862 ; Minnie, born
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November 24, 1865; Henry, born September 2, 1865, and Rickey, May 9. 1867.
The following children have died, Frederick, Lucinda, and two who died in infancy. Mrs.
. Ortman and six of her children are now living on the old homestead. They own 130
acres of land in Clay Township, well improved with a fine dwelling, substantial barn
and other buildings. Mrs. Ortman and family are members of the Lutheran Church at
Phillipsburg, Ohio.
FREDERICK PANSING, farmer, P. 0. Center, is a native of Hanover,
Germany, born October 25, 1839. His father, John F. Pausing, was born in Hanover!
Germany, in 1797. He was married in 1826 to Miss Caroline Ratga. They emigrated
to America, and landed at New Orleans, La., December 1, 1847, and from there°came
to Cincinnati, Ohio, and from there to Miamisburg, Montgomery Co., Ohio, where
they lived until 1860, when they purchased the farm upon which they now reside, in
Clay Township. There have been born to John P. and Caroline, six children, three of
whom are now living, viz., Sophia, now the widow of P. Nidert, of Harrison Township,
Rickey, wife of George Machenhmer, of Miamisburg, Ohio, and Frederick, the
subject of this sketch. John P. is still living with his son Frederick, in his eightyfifth year, and Caroline, iu her seventy-seventh year. Frederick was united in marriage,
December 24, 1863, to Miss Susanna Spitler, a daughter of John Spitler, of Union'
Township, Miami Co., Ohio, she was born April 17, 1845. Ry this union there have
been born to them ten children, eight of whom are now living, viz.: Emma, born September 10, 1864; Matilda, born May 6, 1266; William, born February 10, 186S ;
Nora, born March 19, 1870; Caroline, born May 22, 1872; Ellen, born August 30,
1873; Effa, born November 29, 1877; Halley, born December 21, 1880. Mr. Pansing is a member of the Lutheran Church at Phillipsburg, Ohio, Mrs. Pansing is a
member of the United Brethren Church at the same point. Mr. Pansing has been
elected Infirmary Director two terms in Montgomery County. He has been elected Township Trustee for seven years, and has been a member of the School Board for six years,
in Clay Township. This shows the estimation in which Mr. Pansing is regarded by
the citizens of the county and his neighbors in the township. Mr. Pansing is the owner
of a farm of eighty-six and a half acres in Clay Township.
N A T H A N f A L PEGRAM, boots and shoes, B rookville, was born June 4,1843.
in Warren County, N. C. He was born a slave, and has, consequently, been deprived of
all educational advantages. During the rebellion, he was pressed into the service of the
Confederate army as a servant to his master, who was wounded in the engagement at
Lynchburg, and Pegram was taken prisoner by the Union forces and conveyed to Tarville, where he entered the service of Lieut. Burns, of the Union army. In this
capacity, he continued for nine months, when he started for his former home. While
en route, he was recaptured near Wytheville, Va., and held for an account of himself.
He escaped in the night, and by concealing himself in the day-time succeeded in reaching his destination, after a long and tedious journey of six weeks. His mistress
allowed him the privilege of engaging in the boot and shoe trade in his own behalf, he
paying her $50 per month in confederate money to indemnify her for the loss of
his labor. He continued this business successfully until 1867, at which time he disposed of his stock in trade and shipped as cook and steward on a wrecking vessel from
Wilmington, N . C. Not likiug this occupation, he availed himself of an early opportunity which presented itself of escaping by stowing himself in the hold of a tug which
was unloading provisions alongside of his ship. Arriving at Wilmington, he was confronted by the shipper, of whom Ire demanded his pay, which was refused. He at once
commenced legal proceedings, attached the tug, and thereby obtained satisfaction in the
sum of $500. In 1809, he commenced driving team for Adams Express Company,
and at one time received a present of $25 and two suits of clothes for honesty in
handling a $30,000 money package. In 1870, he repaired to Baltimore, Md.,
where he engaged iu shoemaking. Eighteen months thereafter, he went to Washington,
D. C., where he remained four years in the employ of the Government as watchman in
the Treasurer's Office and Interior Department. In 1880, he went to Cincinnati, then
to Key West, Ky., then to Dayton, Ohio, then to Brookville, where he now resides.
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He married Sarah Gardner, by whom he had five children. Of these, four—Nathaniel,
Louisa, Eugene and Mary A.—are now living. In 1865, he was deprived by death of
his better half. In 1875, he took to wife Elizabeth Allen, by whom he had one child,
which died in its infancy. In religious belief, Mr. P. is an earnest and consistent
Methodist, and takes every opportunity of enlightening his people in the truths of that
Gospel to which he is so devoted.
HENRY RASOR, farmer, P. 0. Clayton. John Rasor was born in Dauphin
County, Penn., August 25, 1791, and came to Ohio in 1807, and settled in this
county. He married Miss Hannah Michaels in 1820. They were the parents of
twelve children, nine of whom are still living—Peter, John, David, Daniel, Samuel,
Noah, Catherine, Mary and Henry. The subject of this sketch was born March 21,
1827, on the same place he now owns. He married Miss Malinda Baker, daughter of
Benjamin Baker, of Clay Township. They are the parents of eight children, all of
whom are living—Levi, Sadie, Cicero, Noah, John I L , Martha, Hannah P. and Samuel
E. Mr. Rasor received his education in the common schools of Clay Township. In
politics, Mr. Rasor is a Democrat, He and his wife have been members of the Brethren
in Christ Church for twenty-three years.
MICHAEL N . REED, farmer, P. 0. Dodson, was born in Madison Township,
Montgomery County, Ohio, December 18, 1829. He is a son of Peter Reed, of Madison Township, deceased. Peter was born in Pennsylvania, February 26, 1788. The
father of Peter, Conrad Reed, was a native of Germany; he emigrated to America and
settled in Pennsylvania in a very early day. He was married in Pennsylvania. He
then wended his way westward, and settled in Clermont County, Ohio, in the year
1816. He was the father of ten children ; only one is supposed to be living, viz.:
Elizabeth, wife of Jacob Bailey, of Illinois. Peter, the father of Michael N., emigrated
to Ohio, and settled in Madison Township, Montgomery County, in the year 1816.
Peter was united in marriage, March 28, 1822, to Miss Wilhelmina Neipman, a
daughter of Engle Neipman ; he was born in Germany in 1757 ; he emigrated to Pennsylvania in the year 1793 ; he died in Pennsylvania, July 11, 1814. Wilhelmina was
born July 31, 1793. By the marriage of Peter and Wilhelmina there were born to
them five children, viz.: Abraham (now dead), John, of Dayton, Ohio; HeDry, of
Clay Township ; Michael N.; Benjamin, who lives in Missouri, and Peter, of Madison
Township. Peter continued to live in Madison Township from the year 1816 until
his death, May 11, 1874; he was in his eighty-second year at the time of his death.
His wife, Wilhelmina, died November 18, 1875, in her eighty-third year. Michael N .
made his home with his parents, most of the time engaged in farming, until his marriage. He was united in marriage, March 4, 1852, to Miss Mary Wagoner, a daughter
of John Wagoner, of Randolph Township, Montgomery County ; she was born May
19,1828; her fatherwas a native of Pennsylvania. By their marriage there were
born to them two children, one of whom is now living, viz.: Daniel W., born June 3,
1853, a carpenter by trade. He was united in marriage, August 18, 1874, to Miss
Emma Somer, a daughter of Joseph Somer, of Clay Township. Emma was born April
15, 1858; they had one child born them, Meivin S., born February 21, 1877.
Emma died August 27, 1879. The daughter of Michael N. and Mary, Emily Frances,
who died April 16, 1866, was born August 9, 1856. Mr. R. and wife are members
of the United Brethren Church, at Brookville. Mr. R. settled in Clay Township February, 1870, and owns a farm of forty-five acres of good land.
W I L L I A M R. SANFORD, druggist, Brookville, was born in Union County,
Ind., December 20, 1855. William R. is a son of Charles C. Sanford, deceased.
Charles C. was born on Nantucket Island, Mass., in the year 1796, and was a cooper
by trade ; in 1814, he went on the sea as a sailor, and continued to follow the sea until
1836, when he emigrated to Indiana, and settled in Union County. In 1843 or 1844,
he was united in marriage to Miss Minerva P. Howe, of Indiana. By this union there
were born to them four children, three of whom are now living, viz.: Ann L., wife of
William E. Pentecost, of Union County, Ind.; Lucretia, wife of Joseph I I . Pentecost, of Union County, Ind.; and William R. Their son, Albert, died in 1855,
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Charles C. and wife died in Union County, Ind.; in 1861, William R. entered a
drugstore as a clerk when he was twenty-one years old, in Brighton, 111., and from
there he went to Fidelity, 111., and clerked there for some time in a drug store; in
1877, he came to Brookville, Montgomery Co., Ohio, where he has since continued to
reside; in 1878, he purchased a drug store, and has continued in business since. He
was united in marriage, September 25, 1878, to Miss Lizzie S. Marshall, a daughter of
William B. Marshall, of Clay Township. Mrs. Sanford was born in 1859. Mr. Sanford
and wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church at Brookville, Ohio, and he is
one of the leading druggists of that town.
JOHN SAYLER, farmer, P. 0. Clayton, Ohio, was born in Maryland, June 18,
1842, was brought up on his father's farm,, and lived at home with his parents until
October, 1862, when he came to Ohio and located in Harrison Township, Montgomery
County. April 18, 1865, he was united in marriage to Miss Harriet Wamplor, a
daughter of Jesse Wamplor, of Harrison Township; she was born June 15, 1845.
Jesse Wampler emigrated from Maryland and settled in Montgomery County in 1812.
(The Wampler family is one of the representative families of the county.) In 1871,
Mr. Sayler moved to Clay Township, and in the spring of 1872 purchased the H. M.
Turner farm of 160J acres, adjoining the town of Salem on the west, where he now
resides. There have been born to them five children, viz.: Jessie, born September 6,
1866; Charles, October 1,1867; Lloyd, February 20,1869; Howard, August 18,
1873, and Milton, March 23, 1878. Mr. Sayler has been elected a member of the
School Board of Clay Township for two terms. Mrs. Sayler is a member of the German Baptist Church. She was baptized in the church by Israel Brower, in Harrison
Township, in 1866. The marriage ceremony of John and Harriet was performed by
Peter Nead, of the German Baptist Church.
LEWIS R. SMITH, Justice of the Peace and Notary Public, Brookville. Peter
Smith, the father of Lewis R., was born in Pennsylvania, was by occupation a miller
and farmer, and was united in marriage with Catharine Richard about the year 1808, and
they were blessed with a family of seven children, viz.: John, Mary (deceased), Peter,
Rebecca, Lewis, Henry (deceased) and Samuel. Mr. Smith was a patriot of the war
of 1812.- In 1825, he emigrated to Ohio, and located' m Stärk County, and continued
uTTrâToccupation of tilling the soil until 1833, when he disposed of his farm to advantage and moved to Montgomery County, locating in Clay Township, near the present
site of Phillipsburg, where he purchased a farm containing eighty-five acres, under cultivation. In 1855, he disposed of his farm and moved into Phillipsburg, where he
remained until he was summoned out of this world, in 1866. His wife died in 1865.
Lewis, the subject of this memoir, was born October 25, 1827, and obtained a very
limited education; but, being of an inquisitive nature, by profound reading he gathered
a mass of information. By occupation he was a wagon-maker, and followed various
other pursuits, until he celebrated his marriage with Lydia J. Davis, in 1857. There
was born to bless this union two children, viz.: Silas W. and Cassius O, and both passed
out of this world in 1861 with the measles, which had settled on the Jungs, and their
mother followed them the same year, leaving our subject to bear his grief alone. A few
months prior to the death of his wife he engaged in the tinning business, in which he
continued until the breaking-out of the rebellion. He answered the call of his country
for volunteers and enlisted as a private, August 15, 1861, in the Eighteenth United
States Infantry for three years, and, at the expiration of this term of service, came home
to visit his friends. He re-enlisted in the Fifteenth Regiment United States Veteran
Volunteers, of Hancock's corps, and served until the close of the war. In 1865, he
engaged in the business of contracting and building, in which he continued until lfeODuring this period he married his second wife, Mrs. Mary Thomas, the widow of a
fallen comrade. By this union they had three children, of whom one survives, George
V. C. As an evidence of the esteem in which he was held in the community, he was
elected to the office of Justice of the Peace, and has discharged the responsibilities or
that office with public acceptance and credit to himself for a term comprising a period
of five years. He has held many other positions of public trust, and always acquitted
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himself with honor. In 1880, he located in Brookville, where he now resides, and was
commissioned to enumerate the census of his township.
JAMBS B. S. SMITH, attorney at law, Brookville, was born in Dauphin County,
Pennsylvania, and came to Ohio in 1837. He married Miss Rogers in Dauphin County,
Pennsylvania, some few years prior to that time. They were the parents of three children—Wilson, Elizabeth and James R. S. The subject of our sketch was born in the
then county of Huntingdon, Penn., now Blair, near the town of Hollidaysburg,
August 16,1824, aud came to Ohio with his father in 1837, coming all the way in their
own conveyances, against the protest of their friends—the journey beiug made in the
winter. On September 12, 1854, he married Miss Harriet McCarter, of this county.
They were the parents of six children, four of whom are still living—Minnie, Nellie,
Mary and William. Mr. Smith received a common school education in the schools of
Clay Township, and a collegiate course at Farmers' College, College Hill, Cincinnati.
He read law with Wood & Nead, of Dayton. He enjoys the confidence of his neighbors, and has a large practice in this neighborhood. Mr. Smith in politics is a Republican, and has figured largely in the politics of this section. He was appointed to the
office of Assistant Revenue Assessor under Abraham Lincoln in 1864, removed under
Andrew Johnson, and re-appointed under U. S. Grant in 1869, and filled that office till
it was abolished. In his early life, he followed the profession of school teacher for many
years. In the spring of 1856, he went to Kansas, and located in Lawrence, in the
midst of the political storms then sweeping over that Territory, and was a prominent
member of the Free State party in that part of the State—was recognized as a Radical
among them. He was the first Mayor of Brookville, aud organized the village government.
NOAH H. STECK, farmer, P. 0. West Baltimore, is one of the industrious and
enterprising young men of Clay Township. He was born in Jackson Township, Montgomery County, Ohio, February 21, 1858. He is a son of John A. Steck, a farmer
in Clay Township. John A. was born in Baden, Germany, in 1821. He was married
while in Germany to Miss Margaret Burk, in the year 1848. In the year 1850, John
A. and family emigrated to America and settled in Montgomery County the same year.
By this union there were born to them eight children, all of whom are now living.
John A. has lived in Montgomery County since he came to America, excepting
five years spent in Preble County, Ohio. He is the owner of a farm in Clay Township,
where he lives, of ninety-six acres. John A. and wife are members of the Lutheran
Church, in Darke County. Noah H . started iu life as a farmer and has willingly followed the choice of his youth since.
HENRY STOUFFER, farmer, P. 0. Clayton. Frederick Stouffer was born in
Lancaster County, Penn., August 24, 1814, and came to Ohio in 1818, with his father,
John Stouffer, who was born in Lancaster County, Penn., and settled in Clay Township. John was married to Isabel Kelly, a native of the same county and State.
They were the parents of six children, three of whom still survive—Henry, Jane and
Frederick, the latter of whom married Miss Mary Jane Weaver. She was born October 14, 1815, in Augusta County, Va.; they were the parents of nine children, eight
of whom are still living—Elizabeth, Luther, Samuel, Sarah, Prudence, Leander, John
and Henry E., the subject of our sketch, who was born March 11, 1850, in this county.
He was married November 28, 1878, to Miss Amanda A. Beachler, who was a daughter of George Beachler, who was born December 11, 1822, in this county, and married
Susan Booher, November 2, 1848. They had four children, two of whom are still
living—Mamie and Amanda A., who was born April 13, 1850, in Dayton. Henry
and Amanda A. Stouffer have one child, Tessie B., who was born November 14, 1880.
SIMON P. STRADER, farmer, P. 0. West Baltimore, was born m Washington
Township, Montgomery County, Ohio, September 10, 1818. His father, Sampson P.
Strader, was born in North Carolina, in the year 1796, and emigrated to Ohio and settled in Montgomery County at an early day. He was married to Miss Mary E. Benner,
in 1817. By this union there were born to them five children, four of whom are now
living. Sampson Strader died iu 1877, in his eighty-first year. His wife, Mary, died
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in 1878. Simon remained at home with his parents on the farm until he was married.
He was united in marriage to Miss Lydia A. Johnson, a daughter of Zenas Johnson,
of Alexandersville, Ohio, October 26, 1842. The marriage ceremony was performed
by Rev. David Winters, of Dayton, Ohio. By this union there were born to them
eleven children, five of whom are now living, viz. : Mary A., born October 8, 1843
(now the wife of Dr. J. F. Winst, of Alexandersville, Ohio), Jacob F., October 21,
1858; Chester J.. born June 1, 1863; Chauncey S., born February 23, 1865, and
Howard V., born July 1, 1869. The following children are dead : Simon V., Charity
M., Payton D., Lydia A. and Lawton D. Mr. Strader has resided in Montgomery
County for the past sixty-four years, excepting two years when he lived in Darke
County, Ohio. Mrs. Strader is a member of the Presbyterian Church, at Carrolton,
Montgomery County. Mr. Strader is the owner of a farm of sixty-three acres, in Clay
Township, where he resides.
MRS. TAMAR THOMAS, farmer, P. 0. Center, Ohio, is a pioneer, and was
the first white child born in Union Township, Miami Co., Ohio. She was born on the
9th day of September, 1802, and is the daughter of Caleb Mendenhall, deceased. Her
parents emigrated to Ohio from North Carolina, and settled in Miami County
the day that the subject of this sketch was born. Tamar was united in marriage to
Isaac Thomas October 26, 1827, and moved to Clay Township, Montgomery County,
the same year. In 1817, Isaac Thomas emigrated to Montgomery County, Ohio,
and settled in Clay Township. In 1821, he entered ninety-two acres of land
from the Government. His widow now resides on the same. This marriage was
blessed by the birth of eight children, five of whom are now living, viz.: Permelia
(now the wife of Isaac Goodyear, of Miami County, Ohio), Harriet (now the wife of
H . Jones, of Darke County), Milo, Caleb (who is the owner of a farm adjoining the old,
homestead in Clay Township). He was united in marriage to Miss Harriet Coffman
June 23, 1859. She was born October 16, 1837. There have been born to them nine
children, six of whom are now living, viz.: Adam S., Rebecca B., Ora May., Ward B.,
Tiffin Aldis and Alta Pearl. Caleb and wife are members of the Christian Church at
Phillipsburg, Caleb is a member of Lodge No. 120, F. & A. M., at Marshall, Henry Co.,
Iowa. Caleb lived seven years in Iowa engaged in running a saw-mill. Seth, a deceased
son, was a member of Company H , Sixty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry; he died at
Memphis, Tenn., August 31, 1863, in his twenty-eighth year. Susannah, a daughter of
Mrs. Thomas, and the wife of Francis M. Ibaugh, died February 24, 1870. Elam,
deceased, was married and left a wife and one child, Ida Bell, who now makes her home
with her grandmother. Irwin T. was born January 28, 1838 ; ho is a twin brother to
Susannah, deceased. He was married November 7, 1858, to Miss Sarah Tibbs, of
Phillipsburg. They had nine children born them ; four daughters are dead. The
following are now living, viz.: Arnold F., Francis O., William W., Cora 0. and Webster E. Irwin is the owner of a farm of eighty-five acres in Clay Township, near the
" old homestead." Irwin is a member of Lodge No. 594 Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, at Phillipsburg. He has served two terms as Township Trustee. He is the
President of the Special School Board of Phillipsburg. Isaac Thomas came to Clay
Township as above stated in 1817, and lived in the township until his death September
17, 1880, in his seventy-seventh year. He lived and died a member of the " Friends "
Church. His widow is a member of the same denomination. She is now in her seventy-ninth year, a woman of clear mind, and remarkably active for one of her age. What
wonderful changes has she been permitted to witness in the development of this county.
JOHN J. TURNEY, farmer, P. 0. Voorhees, is a son of Joseph Turney, who
was a native of Westmoreland County, Penn. He was united in marriage with
Margaret, daughter of the Rev. W. Webber, about 1812 ; he was a descendant of
King William of Holland ; eleven children were born to bless this union—Benjamin,
Rachel, John J., Weaver A., Joseph, Margaret and Elizabeth are living at present.
They emigrated to Ohio in 1819, and endured all the hardships and privations incident
to a journey over the mountains in wagons ; when they arrived in Pittsburgh they obtained a passage down the Ohio River in a keel-boat as far as Portsmouth, and continued
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their journey to Franklin County in wagons and located in Blenden Township, and
commenced clearing off the timber preparatory to making a home. The subject of this
sketch was born April 10, 1821, and passed through the usual routine of life incident
to pioneer days, attending school at every opportunity. His educational advantages
were limited ; but, being of an inquisitive nature and a constant reader, he gathered a
mass of information. At the age of eighteen years, the desire to see other places
and to find a congenial and promising opening for business, induced him to visit various
places, engaging in such employment as he could find. One journey that we will
mention is a trip that he and his brother made down the river from Cincinnati to New
Orleans in 1839, on a flat-boat. As they were filled with no desire to remain in that
great southern metropolis, they journeyed up the Arkansas River as far as Little Rock;
not finding any employment, they came back to Pine Bluff and accepted a contract of
clearing up a piece of ground containing ten acres, covered with timber and a dense
canebrake. There were three of them, and John J., our subject, was to cut the timber
and the other two the canebrake. As they had no almanac or any other means of
telling the day, they continued their work as usual Sunday morning ; our subject was
not made aware of the faet until near mid-day, when his brother gave a terrible yell,
and Mr. Turney made all possible speed to where they were working, fearing that some
accident had happened. When he arrived to where they were, they asked him i f he
knew it was Sunday. They surrendered their contract to a couple of young men, after
they had spent about four weeks time on it, and went up the river about fifteen miles
and rented a small farm and commenced tilling the soil. They had labored hard to get
their seed in the ground in season, and expected to reap the benefit of their exertions
in the fall. Their crops had obtained a fair start when a heavy rain-storm came up
and laid the fruits of their toil under a vast area of water, destroying everything. This
discouraged our subject so much that he concluded to seek an opening elsewhere, and he
purchased a skiff and bid his brother farewell, and started down the river ; the next day,
he overtook an Indian chief and his wife who were wending their way down the river,
trading at the villages that stand upon the banks of the Arkansas, but they went so
slow that our subject soon left them far behind. As he neared the mouth of the river,
the current slackened considerably from the fact that the Mississippi was very high and
backed up the Arkansas for several miles, and this obstructed his progress ; he disposed
of his boat and continued his journey on foot ; in the evening, arrived at the residence of one of the early settlers of that neighborhood and applied for a night's lodging and was at first refused, but they finally concluded to accommodate him for the
night. They put him up in the loft over the dining room, which was ascended by means
of a ladder. He passed the night very comfortably and continued his journey in the
morning. About mid-day, he arrived to where there was a low place in the road where
the water made its way through and spread back over the country, and he was compelled to make a crossing here or make an extensive detour of twenty miles. But he
was fully determined to cross here, and threw his bundle and coat over and then waded
into the water until it reached his neck. He arrived in Napoleon, after a journey
of four days, and obtained a deck passage on a steamboat to Cincinnati, and
in a short time he arrived at home. In 1842, he moved with his father to Union
County, and purchased a farm that was covered with timber, and in a short time had a
considerable part of it under cultivation. In 1843, our subject engaged at his trade of
tanning at Marysville, Union County, Ohio, remaining but a short time, and went to
Port Wayne, Ind. ; thenee to Warren, where he associated himself with Benjamin
Rickhard, and carried on the tanning business until the fall of 1844, when he disposed
of his interest and returned to Port Wayne and worked journey work until July, 1845.
He visited various other places in search of employment, but was not successful until he
reached Buffalo, N. Y. He remained there a few months and came to Dayton, stopping
at the many towns on the road. He continued working at his trade in Dayton during
the winter of 1846-47, and then went to Franklin, Warren County, and engaged with the
firm of Evans & Worley, and remained in their service for eight years, and was admitted as one of the firm, Mr. Worley retiring. Mr. Evans was interested in the firm
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of Evans & Meyers, in Shelby County, and Mr. Turney purchased the interest of Mr.
Meyers. Mr. Turney celebrated his marriage with Eliza J. Ross in .1848. They
were the parents of eight children, six boys and two girls—Jared, Joseph, Edward,
George, Gertrude A. and Clifford were living at the time of this writing. Mr.'
Turney continued in the tanning business until 1869, when he sold out and engaged
in the manufacturing of harness and collars, and dealing in leather until 1876, whenhe
concluded to retire from active business life to the farm, and purchased the laud where
he now resides. Mr. Turney has been identified with the township offices and lias
taken an active interest in promoting Democratic principles. I n 1879, the death messenger visited the residence of Mr. Turney, and carried off his wife from earth to the spirit
land. She was an estimable lady and took great care in raising her children up in the
fear of the Lord. Mr. and Mrs. Turney were both worthy and consistent members of
the Presbyterian Church.
EASON B. WILLIAMSON, farmer, P. 0. Center, Ohio, is a native of Clay
Township, Montgomery County, Ohio. He is a son of Joseph Williamson, a pioneer
of Clay Township. Joseph was born in Hampshire County, Penn., January 22, 1797.
His parents emigrated to Ohio in 1803. They came first to Cincinnati, Hamilton Co.,
Ohio, and from there they moved to Warren County, Ohio. They moved to Clay Township, Montgomery County, in about 1818. John Williamson, the grandfather of Eason,
when he settled in Clay Township in 1818, entered from the United States two quarter
sections of land, where he lived until his death in January, 1855, he was ninety years
old at the time of his death. He was a soldier in the Revolutionary war. Joseph
Williamson, the father of the subject of this sketch was united in marriage December
29, 1819, to Miss Sarah Bower. She was born in Muhlenburg County, Ky., September
13, 1802. She is a daughter of John Bower, whe/was born in Lebanon County, Penu.,
in 1763, and emigrated to Kentucky, and in the year 1812 moved with his family to
Clay Township, Montgomery County. As a result of this marriage, there have been
born to Joseph and Sarah ten children, nine of whom are now living—John B., born
October 16, 1821 (now living in Darke County, Ohio), Elisha A. born October 16,
1823 (now of Illinois), Delilah, born June 29, 1825 (now the widow of Henry
Pearson, of Kansas), Garrette, born August 22, 1827 (now living in West Baltimore, Preble Co.. Ohio), Nancy, born March 10, 1830 (now the wife of Benjamin
Culver, of Illinois), Emeline, born June 25, 1835 (the wife of Josiah Falkner, of
Clay Township), Civilla, born May 12, 1839 (now the wife of William Devenport, of
Phillipsburg). Eason B. was born June 14, 1843, and Sarah April 24, 1845
(the widow of Lewis Warner, of Clay Township). Joseph is still living in his
eighty-fifth year, and his wife Sarah in her seventy-ninth year. Thev have
lived together as man and wife for the last sixty-two years. What wonderful
changes bave taken place in the development of Clay Township and Montgomery
County since they settled in Clay Township. They belong to a generation that
has passed away. Joseph owns seventy-nine and a half acres of one of the quaiter
sections entered by his father in 1818, where ho now lives. His son Eason lives
on the old home place, taking care of his venerable father and mother. Mason
was united in marriage to Miss Isabel Leedy, daughter of Jacob Leedy, of Darke
County, Ohio, February 21, 1867. As a result of this union, there have been born to
them three children now living—Emma A., born December 27, 1867 ; Alma O, born
January 15, 1869, and Sarah G., born July 19, 1871. Eason, as has been stated,
lives on the old home place caring for his father and mother. He is the owner of a
small farm adjoining the old homestead.
SAMUEL WAGOMAN, farmer, P. O. Brookville. Joel Wagoman was born in
Somerset County, Penn., in 1792. He came to Ohio in 1805, and settled in Montgomery County, and married Rachel Jacobs about the year 1821 ; settled on the farm
now owned by his son Samuel in 1822, on which he continued to live until his death in
1831. He was the father of four children, three of whom still survive—Anna, Catharine and Samuel. The subject of our sketch, who was born May 22, 1S22, was married to Sarah Ann Slayback November 30, 1853, and were the parents of ten children,
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seven of whom are now living—Eline, Henry, Anna, Louisa, Virginia, Ollie and Lizza.
On the 4th of October, 1880, death came and took from them their youngest son, Ambrose, who was at the time of his death eight years eight months and twenty-nine days
old, having been born January 5, 1872. His death was a severe blow to his aged
parents, he being the child of their old age, and his little grave will be often moistened
with tears until they meet in the bright hereafter. Mr. Wagoman was educated in the
common schools of Clay Township, then being supported by subscription, and which
were of the most primitive kind.
DAVID WORMAN, farmer, P. 0. Center. David Worman, Sr., was born in
Frederick County, Md., in 1775. He married Mrs. Mary Slong, a daughter of Mr.
Boyer, about the year 1804, and settled in Van Buren Township in 1805? The farm
on which they located is about two miles south of the corporation line of Dayton.
They were the parents of six children, two sons and four daughters, four of whom are
still living—Solomon, Mary, Lida and David. The subject of this memoir was born
March 5, 1818, iu Dayton Township (now Van Buren). He married Miss Susan
Kemp, May 16, 1844. She was born October 20, 1827, in Butler County, Ohio, and
was a daughter of John Kemp, who was born in Berks County, Penn., in 1779, and
one of the first to settle in Butler County. Mr. and Mrs. Worman are the parents of
eight children, seven of whom still survive—Alwilda, Mary, Elizabeth, Lenia, Rebecca,
John, David and Hamilton. Mr. Worman was educated in the common schools of the
early day. In politics, Mr. Worman is a Republican.
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GEORGE C. BARCALOW, farmer, P. O. Carlisle Station, Warren County, son of
John and Nancy (Coon) Barcalow, was born in Madison Township, Butler County, Ohio,
August 3, 1841. His grandfather, James B. Barcalow, settled in Butler County about
1800, where our subject's father was born, and his maternal grandparents settled in Warren
County, Ohio, in 1795, where his mother was born. Of John and Nancy Barcalow's
nine children, six are living, viz.: John C, Dirrick, Matilda, George C, Martha and
William E. Our subject spent his boyhood days upon the farm, and when sixteen
years old entered a select school, where he studied two years, subsequently spending
one year at the Normal School of Lebanon, Ohio, which completed his education
He
moved to Hull's Prairie, Wood County, Ohio, and engaged in the grain trade one year
Here he was married March 4, 1862, to Miss Olive Jones, daughter of A. and Sophia Jones
oí Sandusky City, a native of Steuben County, N . Y. Her parents came to Ohio in
1851, and located on a farm east of Sandusky, thence removed to Put-in Bay Island
where her father superintended the clearing of said island ; thence to Sandusky City'
from where he removed to Chicago, 111.; subsequently to Marengo, in the same State'
trom whence he went to Emporia, Kan., where he is engaged in cattle dealing having
a ranch of 900 acres. In April, 1862, Mr. Barcalow purchased his present farm upon
which he moved the same year, and which has since been his home, excepting a few
months residence in Chicago. They are the parents of two children, Minnie A and
lime May and are members of the Presbyterian Church at Carlisle Station, in which
Mr. Barcalow has been Superintendent of the Sabbath school four years When first
settling on their farm they lived in the log cabin which had been built fifty years previously by Andrew Baird, but Mr. Barcalow, with his well-known energy has erected
other buildings and improved the farm generally, which now surrounds his happy home.
REV W A. BOWMAN, Lutheran minister, Carrollton, was born on the 29th
of September 1840, one mile south of New Reading, Perry Co, Ohio. His narents, George
and Elizabeth Bowman, were devoted members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
Ihe subject of this sketch was baptized on the 30th of November, 1840, and iu his youth
enjoyed a common school education, extending from the year 1846 to 1856 the first
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two years in Bremen, Fairfield Co, Ohio, and the remainder in Hopewell Township
Perry Co, Ohio. During the years 1857-58, he attended three sessions-at the Somer
set Institute, Perry County, Ohio, under charge of C. Nourse, and from April to September, 1859, was engaged as teacher in District No. 1, Hopewell Township, Perry
Co, Ohio. In the meantime his spiritual wants and desires were not neglected • a't
the age of sixteen, he was received into full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran
Church. Having an earnest desire to serve the Lord in the Gospel ministry, he entered
upon a regular course of instruction at Capitoi University, Columbus Ohio, beginning on his birthday, in the year 1859, and closing in the summer of 1865. His "advancement in the studies of the several departments was in keeping with the other
members of the class, excelling in mathematics, and excelled by but few in lano-ua^es
A t the commencement, in the year 1861, he opened the exercises by an address"on
the " Present Rebellion." At his college graduation in 1863, he delivered the valedictory, subject, " Value of Time," and at his graduation in the seminary, he delivered the
English valedictory, subject, "The Study of Theology." His ordination to the ministry
took place at Germantown, Ohio, on the 23d of August, 1865, and he was installed
by Rev. C. Albrecht, as pastor of Zion Church, Miami Township, Montgomery Co
Ohio, on the 1st of October, the same year. In addition to Zion Church, he has been'
serving other congregations. His present charge is known as the West Carrollton
charge, embracing four congregations, all in Miami Township, Montgomery Co
Ohio The charge is in connection with the English District Synod of the Joint
Synod of Ohio. He has been laboring faithfully and unceasingly in this his first
charge during the past sixteen years. On the 28th of September, 1865, he was
married to Amelia Ernestine Coutellies, who was born on the 5th of April, 1841, in
Pans France, and came to America in the year 1848 ; during her sojourn'in Springfield 111, formed the acquaintance with a citizen who subsequently became the martyr
President. Her father and brother, machinists, accompanied the train bearing the mortal remains of Lincoln from Columbus, Ohio, to Springfield, III. Three children were
born to Rev. Bowman—Alfaretta E , in 1867, Amelia, in 1873, and Emma L , in
1877. The second child departed this life in the year 1877. Three languages are
spoken m the family—German, English and French.
M. S. BLOSSOM was born in Monmouth, Kennebec Co, Me, in 1804. The
family is of English extraction, three brothers of which settled in Barnstable, on Cape
Cod Mass. Mr. Blossom's grandfather, Josiah Blossom, was a seafaring man, commanding a whaler, and was a Captain in the continental army, in the war of 1776, sustaining wounds at the battle of Brandywine that disfigured him for life. In 1817,
Mr. Blossom came with his parents to Ohio. The family traveled overland with teams
until they reached the Monongahela, where they bought a flatboat and continued the
journey by water. On the way, Mr. Blossom, then but thirteen years old, contracted
small-pox. The boat was stopped, and the whole family vaccinated. Fifteen miles below Wheeling, at " Dille's Bottom," Mr. Blossom and his father, Ansel Blossom, disembarked, rented a cabin in the mountains, and remained six weeks, while the boat con™ /
stream. Alone in the mountains, with this terrible malady, the
faithful father watched, and prayed, and ministered to his son. Only once was he
visited by a physician, Dr. Stanton, who rode twelve miles through the snow, and found
the patient doing well. Father and son joined the family at Point Pleasant, where they
remained one winter and then proceeded to Franklin, Warren County, where Mr. Blossom's
father taught school, numbering with the subject of this article, as pupils, such prominent names as Robert Schenek, James Schenek, Lewis Campbell, and others. Mr.
Blossom located in Miamisburg in 1827. There were then but two brick houses in the
place, while many were built of logs in the primitive fashion of the day. At that
time, the citizens of Bliaruisburg went to Centerville to vote, this being a part of Washington Township, and there were no railroads nor canals here. He engaged in the saddle and harness making business, occupying a room jointly with a tailor and a shoemaker He served one term as Mayor of the town, and was for many years a member
of the Board of Education. Born of a blood that throbbed with the boom of the sea,
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that flowed on Brandywine, toiling o'er the rocky soil, and inured to hardships along
the rugged coast of Maine, the life of M. S. Blossom, with many dauntless spirits, is
scarred into and inseparably linked forever with the early history of Ohio. I t is fitting, therefore, ere the mist of years, like the sod, shall hide, that these names and lives
be gathered here.
ANTHONY BROWN, farmer, P. 0. Miamisburg, was born in Schuylkill
County, Penn., June 13, 1820. His parents were George and Elizabeth Brown, both
natives of Pennsylvania, who emigrated to Ohio in 1822, settling in Greene County,
where they resided till their decease. Our subject was educated in the common schools
of that early period, but his principal education was got with the ax and grubbing hoe
used in the clearing of the land for agricultural purposes. He married Miss Rebecca
Linden wood, daughter of John and Rosanna Lindenwood, who were natives of Virginia,
in 1842, November 8. They resided in Greene County six years, when they removed
to Montgomery County in 1848, where they have since resided. Their family consists
of six children as follows, viz.: Rosanna É., born November 21, 1843 ; Rebecca A.,
April 26, 1845 ; Lydia A , November 13, 1847, died September 13, 1849 ; William,
October 10, 1849 ; Leah F , born January 11, 1856 ; John A , June 13, 1858. Mr.
Brown has a fine farm of 124 acres, finely located and well improved, two and onequarter miles east of Miamisburg, on the Centerville Pike. Mr. Brown and wife are
both members of the Reformed Church of Miamisburg.
GEORGE W. BYERS, farmer, P. 0. Carlisle Station, Warren Co, was born
December 23, 1832, on the old homestead farm, which lies three miles southeast of
Miamisburg, Ohio. His father, Robert Byers, was a native of Ireland, near Belfast,
and emigrated to America with his parents, locating in Pittsburgh, Penn. Here he
became acquainted with Nancy Laughlin, a native of Belfast, Ireland, to whom he
was married. The year prior to his marriage he made a trip to Ohio, and purchased the
farm now owned by Nancy Byers, widow, and began the erection of a cabin, when he
went back to Pittsburgh, was married, and with his young wife returned to Ohio, finished
his house, and began clearing his land. They were the parents of seven children, of
whom James L , Robert, Agnes J. and George W. are now living, and Alexander L ,
William J. and David B. are deceased. As the children grew to maturity, they began
life's battles for themselves. Robert is now a miller in Olney, 111.; James S, a broker
in Leavenworth, Kan.; Agnes, now Mrs. David Marques, resides at Olatha, Kan.;
George W. received his education in the district school, with the exception of one year
he attended the académy at Monroe, Butler Co., Ohio. His occupation so far has been
that of a farmer, at which he expects to continue. He was married October 27, 1857,
to Miss Mary Ann Johnson, daughter of Jacob and Catherine (Montfort) Johnson.
She was born August 17, 1837, in Butler County, Ohio. Her father was a native of
Kentucky, and her mother of Warren County, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. George Byers have
three children living, viz.: Henry L , William M. and Irene; and three dead, viz, Nettie May, Adda L. and Annie Belle. Mr. and Mrs. Byers are members of the Presbyterian Church at Carlisle Station ; Mr. B. has been one of the Trustees of said church
some nine years. They moved to their present home (which is in the southwestern part
of Miami Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio), in 1868, where they own a well-improved
farm of 118 acres of excellent land, and a pleasant home. David B. Byers, who died
December 16, 1879, was born June 26, 1835. Was married October 17, 1866, to
Mary E. Osborn, daughter of David and Eliza E. (Love) Osborn, who was born in
Dayton December 28, 1839, where her father was a wholesale merchant for several
years. Mrs. Byers had six children by this union, viz., Harriet, Nancy L., Erwin 0 ,
Ida R , Ella E. and Walter B.
NELSON CLARK (deceased) was born in New York State in the year 1801,
and died at Miamisburg, Ohio, August 8, 1859. His father, with our subject when a
child, removed to Indiana, settling on White River, where Nelson's boyhood days were
spent, and there he learned the art of basket-making from his Indian playmates.
About the age of twenty-one, he came to Lebanon, Warren County, Ohio, and learned
the trade of a gunsmith, the entire weapon being then made out of rough iron and
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steel by the gunmaker. In 1825, Mr. Clark located in Miamisburg, built the brick
house at the head of Main street, where he resided and manufactured guns. He
made the N. Clark rifle, an arm well and familiarly known throughout the West.
He was a natural botanist, a practical chemist, an inventor, a musician, and a fair German scholar. In those early days, he had access to few books, but like Curran, he
read them well." In November, 1828, he married Sarah, daughter of Joseph Tapscott
the founder of the Jersey Settlement. Mrs. Clark had born to her two daughtersAnna S, the wife of Col. M. P. Nolan, of Dayton, and Elizabeth, who married the late
John E. Kinder, of Miamisburg. Mrs. Clark died May 13, 1841, and her husband
was again married, of which union five children survive.
SYLVANUS E. DERR, farmer, P. 0. Alexandersville. was born in Frederick
County, M d , June 18, 1842, and is the son of Jacob and Sophia (Gladhill) Derr, natives
of Maryland, where his mother died April 15, 1860, and where his father now resides.
Our subject is the eldest of eleven children—Sylvanus E , Mary, Ann M. (deceased),
Ann R. J , Maria E , Sophia C, Jacob D , Sarah M , Amanda M , Cyrus E , James
M. and Martha E , who are scattered in different States of the Union. Sylvanus E.
grew up in his native county attending the schools of the neighborhood, and, August
13, 1862, enlisted in the Seventh Maryland Volunteer Infantry, serving until the end of
the war. He participated in the following battles : Haymarlcet Virginia, Wilderness,
including the fights at Laurel Hill and Po River, Spottsylvania, Todd's Tavern, Spottsylvania Court House, Harris Farm, North Anna, including the fights at Jericho Mills,
and North Anna River, Tolopotomy Creek, Bethseda Church, including the fights at
Magnolia Swamp and Bethesda Church, Cold Harbor, Petersburg, including the fights
at Norfolk Railroad, Jerusalem Plank Road, Petersburg, Weldon Railroad, Peebles'
farm, Chappel House, Hatcher's Run, Warren's raid on the Weldon Railroad, and the
battle of Five Forks, ending with Lee's surrender at Appomattox, which he witnessed.
After the war ended, he was mustered out at Washington, being present at the grand
review, and was discharged at Baltimore, M d , May 9, 1865. He was married, February 11, 1866, to Amanda E. Summers, a native of Frederick County, Md, and
daughter of Abraham and Catherine Summers of the same State, where her mother yet
resides, her father dying many years ago. Of this union six children have been bornJacob D. (deceased), Charles E , Laura V , Catherine A. M. (deceased), John L. and
Ida F. _ In April, 1878, Mr. Derr came from Maryland to Ohio, and located in Miami
Township, where he now resides. In politics, a Republican; he adheres to tbe new
School Lutheran Church, and his wife to the Reformed denomination. Mr. Derr,
although a new-comer to Ohio, feels a deep interest in the progress and development of
his adopted county and State.
JOSEPH I I . DRYDEN, JR., farmer, P. 0. Alexandersville, was born in Van
Buren Township, Montgomery County, February 3, 1837. His parents were Joseph H.
and Nancy L. Drj'den. Our subject was educated in the public schools of the county,
and in 1856 took charge of his father's distillery, and continued in the business until
abandonment of the business in 1863, since which time he has been engaged in farming.
He married, April 7, 1859, Miss Harriet A. Miller, daughter of John and Elizabeth
Miller, both natives of Pennsylvania. Their family consists of seven children, viz.:
Nancy Elizabeth, born August 14, i860, married December 16, 1880, died January
24, 1881 ; Harriet A , April 17, 1862; Eveline J , May 16, 1864; Francis C, June
11, 1868 ; Willie, May 2, 1870, died May 18,1870 ; Joseph M , September 20,1871 ;
Emma J , October 8, 1874. Mr. Dryden was drafted in the army in the fall of 1862,
but was discharged at Camp Dennison October 13, 1862. He enlisted in Company A,
Twelfth Regiment, Ohio National Guard, as a private, in July, 1863; was appointed
Sergeant and was elected Captain September, 1865, and was discharged May 1, 1866,
from the military service of the State of Ohio. They were called out in the one hundred days' service, and went to Fort McHenry, near Baltimore, serving about two
weeks over their time.
11

JOHN T. DRYDEN", farmer, P. 0. Alexandersville, born in Miami Township,
Montgomery County, Ohio, May 28, 1849. His parents were Joseph I I . and Nancy
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L. Dryden. He was educated in the public schools of the county and the Miami Commercial College of Dayton, Ohio. He married Miss Charlotte E. Shuder, daughter of
Daniel and Susan Shuder, October 3, 1872. Their family consists of four children, as
follows: Susan 0 , born July 4, 1873; Joseph W , August 21, 1875, died December 21, 1876; Nancy V , born June 9, 1878; John L , January 2, 1881. Mr.
Dryden and wife are members of the Zion Reformed Church, in Miami Township.
JOHN EAGLE, farmer, P. 0. Alexandersville, was born in Miami Township,
Montgomery County, Ohio, December 15, 1815. His parents were Henry and Sarah
Eaglr, both natives of the State of Virginia, and emigrated to this county at a very
early date in the settlement of this part of the country. Our subject received a limited
education in the common schools of the township, his time being principally engaged
in assisting his father in clearing up the land for farming on which he now resides. In
the year 1839, in October, he married Miss Elizabeth Ulrich, daughter of Christian
and Mary Ulrich, both natives of Pennsylvania. Their family consists of ten children;
only five of whom are living, viz.: Mary, born February 5, 1840; Jacob, April 25,
1841, died February 20,1842 ; Ephraim B , born August 30,1842 ; Henry W , November 1, 1844, died July 9, 1861 ; Alfred C, born October 12, 1846; John B , December
27, 1848, died May 2, 1849 ; Louisa, born June 17, 1850, died May 9, 1861 ; Sarah
A , born June 23, 1855, died May 22. 1861; John F , born November 9,1859;
Amanda, September 10, 1862, died June 14, 1881. Mr. Eagle and wife are members
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, known as St. John's Church, of Miami Township. They have a fine farm of 219 J acres, in a good state of cultivation, and are well
situated to enjoy the fruits of their labor the remainder of their lives.
ELIAS GEBHART, farmer, P. O. Miamisburg, was born in Miami Township,
Montgomery Co., Ohio, August 9, 1817. His father, John Gebhart, and his mother,
Christina Gebhart, were natives of Berks Co., Penn, where they grew to manhood and
womanhood, and where they were married. I n 1805, they moved to Montgomery County,
Ohio, and settled on a farm about two miles southeast of Miamisburg. Mr. John Gebhart was a carpenter by trade, but devoted his time exclusively to farming after his arrival
in Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. G. were members of the Lutheran Church, and among the originators of the first organization of said denomination in their neighborhood. He died May
31, 1842, and she August 25, 1870. They were true followers of Christ, and were
much respected by all who knew them. Of their nine children, but two survive—
Jonathan and Elias. Elias learned the cooper trade, at which he worked until his
marriage, and since then has followed farming. He was married March 22, 1840, to
Elizabeth, daughter of Joseph and Christina (Hubler) Gebhart, who was born in Preble
County, Ohio, June 20, 1822. Her mother died in 1850. The father is still living
at the advanced age of eighty-four years. Mr. and Mrs. G. have followed the teachings
of their parents, and have been consistent members of the Lutheran Church since 1835,
Mr. Gebhart serving officially in the church quite a number of years, filling the office
of Deacon and Elder. Mr. G. financially is in very easy circumstances, having started
a poor boy. He now owns 300 acres of land, besides a considerable amount of personal property.
JACOB A. GEPHART, farmer, P. O. Carrollton Station, was born in Jefferson Township, Montgomery County, July 10, 1839. His parents were John I . and
Elizabeth Gephart, the father a native of Berks County, Penn, and the mother a native of
Jefferson Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio. The great-grandfather of our subject, on
his mother's side, was one of the pioneers of this county. His father came to Ohio in 1827,
when he was but nine years of age. Our subject was educated in the public schools of the
county, but his education was quite, limited. He married in the year 1860, April 5, to
Miss Rebecca Strunk, of Shelby County, Ohio. She was born in Pickaway County, Ohio,
December 23, 1839. The family consists of six children, three sons and three daughters, viz.: Minerva Ellen, born March 9, 1861 ; Sarah Elizabeth, February 8, 1864 ;
Charles Franklin, September 17, 1866 ; John Calvin, July 25, 1869 ; Clara Aldorá'
January 23, 1872 ; Robert Marion, November 21, 1874. Mr. and Mrs. Gephart and
their eldest daughter are members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Carrollton.
AA
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Mr. Gephart has a well improved farm, and has been engaged in raising tobacco for
thirty years, in which business he has been reasonably successful.
RICHARD M. GEBHART, farmer, P. 0. Alexandersville, was born in Miami
Township, September 22, 1816. His parents were John A. and Mary A. Gebhart,
both natives of Miami Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio. Our subject was educated
in the public schools of Montgomery County, and the Normal School at Lebanon, Warren Co, Ohio. He was married, December 21, 1869, to Miss Katie G. Lamme, daughter of James and Susan Lamme, both natives of Miami Township, Montgomery Co.
Ohio. Mr. Gebhart was elected Assessor of Van Buren Township, in the spring of
1879, and has held the office of Constable two years in Van Buren Township, and one
year in Miami Township. Mr. Gebhart is a member of the Zion Reformed Church of
the township.
D A V I D HETZEL, retired manufacturer, Miamisburg. One by one those who
saw this country as a wilderness, and have watched its transformation into the now wellimproved farms, are passing away. Among the few who remain is our old and worthy
citizen, David Hetzel, son of Peter and Catharine (Dumis) Hetzel, who was born in
Berks County, Penn, May 4, 1806; came to Ohio with his parents in 1812,
aud settled on a farm in Miami Township. Peter Hetzel was a carpenter by trade, and
after his settlement in Montgomery County, Ohio, carried on a manufactory of fanning
mills, for cleaning wheat, etc. He also built hand-looms and furniture. He died about
1863. Catharine died a few years before. They were the parents of five children, viz.:
Catharine (deceased), Elizabeth, Godfrey (deceased), David and Sarah. David learned
the carpenter's trade with his father, and worked for him awhile in the shop, manufacturing the fanning mills, and while at work in his shop invented a sausage cutter, which
he afterward manufactured quite extensively. He also invented and built a velocipede
for a crippled man, which enabled him to propel himself from place to place. Mr.
David Hetzel was married April 29, 1830, to Miss Margaret Neibel, daughter of Jacob
and Christina (Early) Neibel. They have had born unto them six children—Catherine
(now Mrs. Jacob Wagoner), Jacob, Christina (now Mrs. Benjamin Pornshell), Louise
(now Mrs. Samuel Hager), Sarah (now Mrs. George W. Hubler), and Jeremiah. After
a happy married life of forty-eight years, Mr. Hetzel was called to mourn the death of
his beloved wife September 18, 1878. Mr. Hetzel was one of the Trustees of Miami
Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio, nine successive years. He retired from active labor
in 1870, and since then has occupied his time in looking after his farm, conversing with
old friends, and doing odd jobs, as best suits him. Since his retirement from business,
his son, Jacob, and son-in-law, Mr. Hager, have carried on the saw-mill and the manufacture of the sausage machines.
FISHER N. McCREIGHT, grocer, Miamisburg, son of William and Elizabeth
(Patton) McCreight, was born in Adams County, Ohio, October 16, 1848. His father
died in the fall of 1850, when the care of their five children devolved upon the mother.
In 1865, she sold their farm in Adams County, and moved to Montgomery County and
rented the farm which now forms a part of the " Soldiers' Home," then owned by John
C. Cole. In 1S67, they removed to Miami Township, in this county, on a farm, and
thence to Miamisburg, where she still resides ; she is now in her seventy-second year.
In 1868, Fisher entered the store of Beachler & Werts as clerk, with whom he remained
three years, and then with Hoff & Son two years. A t this time, November 13, 1873,
he married Miss Amanda Shupert, daughter of George and Mary Shupert. Mr. Shupert is one of the leading capitalists of Miamisburg, also one of the leading grain merchants of the town, and whose parents were among the earliest settlersof Miami Township.
In 1874, Mr. McCreight engaged in the grocery trade with Peter M . Gebhart, and in
1875 Mr. Gebhart sold his interest to Mr. Shupert. In 1879, Mr. McCreight took sole
charge of the store, at which occupation he is still engaged, keeping a full line of firstclass family groceries. He is a member in good standing and a Past Grand of Marion
Lodge, No. 18, and a Patriarch of Miamisburg Encampment, No. 82, I . O. O. F. He
was a member of the Town Council during the years 1879 and 1880. Although a
young man, yet he is a thorough and reliable business man, being honorable and upright
in all his transactions. Mr. and Mrs. McCreight have two children.
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LEWIS MEASE, farmer, P. O. Miamisburg, was born April 18, 1822, in a log
cabin which stood on the site of his present residence. His father, Lewis T., was a
native of Dauphin County, Penn., and was raised upon a farm, but also learned the
trade of a wagon-maker. He enlisted in the war of 1812, but the struggle closed soon
after, and he was discharged. In 1817, he came on horseback to Ohio and purchased
the farm where our subject now lives. He passed about two years iu clearing and improving the same. In the winter of 1818-19, he returned to Pennsylvania, where he
married Mary Zehring, whom he brought West to his new home in Ohio. Three of
their children are living, viz.: Lewis, Levi W. and Samuel, the latter being a minister
of the Reformed Church, of which denomination his father was a leading member, dying in that faith November 20, 1856, his wife surviving him many years and dying
May 7, 1880. Our subject has always resided ou the home farm, and was married
September 27, 1849, to Sarah A. Dubbs, daughter of Daniel and Sarah (Diel) Dubbs,
who was born near Philadelphia, Penn., February 6, 1828. They have had seven children ; five living—Hora O, Florence E., Agnes V., Mary C. and Ira A. The deceased
are Daniel N. and Cora C. Mr. Mease taught school from 1S41 to 1849 ; served as
Township Trustee some ten years ; as School Director eighteen consecutive years, and
served as Township Superintendent of Schools three years. He is one of the charter
members of the Trinity Chapter, A , F & A. M., and he and wife have been members
of the Reformed Church since 1840, in which he has held offices since that date. He
was also one of the organizers of tho Miamisburg Cemetery Association. Thus it will be
seen that Mr. Mease has ever taken an active interest in the progress and development
of his native township, where his entire life has been passed.
ISAAC MOSES, farmer, P. 0. Carlisle Station, Warren County, is the son of
John B. and Catharine (Koontz) Moses, who were the parents of four children, viz.:
Nancy, Levi, Robert and Isaac, of whom the latter is the only survivor. He was born
in Augusta County, Va., February 27, 1802 ; worked at home until twenty-one years
of age, and was married May 29, 1822, to Catherine Early, born iu Augusta County,
Va., November 25, 1803, and daughter of John and Christina Early. Isaac's mother
was the widow of George Underwood, by whom she had one child, John C , when
John B. Moses married her. In 1823, Robert Moses and John C. Underwood, with
their families, came to Ohio and settled near Germantown, Montgomery County, the
former on a farm aud the latter erecting the mill now owned by James Hankinson.
In 1825, our subject, with his wife, father, mother and grandfather, also came to German
Township, where the mother died in 1830, and the grandfather in 1833. The father
subsequently married Mrs. Nancy (Hall) Clark, and dying in Germantown in 1856.
In the spring of 1826, Isaac returned with his wife to Virginia, remaining there until
1829, when he again came to Ohio and located in Warren County, where he lived until
1869, when he sold his farm and purchased his present home in Miami Township. They
have had eight children—John O, Nancy J., Mary B. and Ellen S, living, and Hiram,
Benjamin, Isaac R. and Catherine, deceased. ' In 1830, Mr. Moses brought his wife's
parents to Ohio, who settled in Preble County, a few years afterward moving to Miami
Township, where Mr. Early died in 1855, and his widow a few years subsequently. We
might here say that she was not the mother of Mrs. Moses, her mother having died when
she was but fifteen years old, and her father marrying Magdalena Birely, who came with
him to this State. Mr. Moses has been a member of the Baptist Church since 1826,
and his wife since 1S40, and have ever tried to do unto others as they would wish that
men should do unto them.
W I L L I A M NEIBEL, farmer, P. O. Dayton, was born in Rockingham County,
Va, May 17, 1805. His parents were John and Elizabeth Neibel. Mr. Neible was a
native of Pennsylvania, and removed to Virginia when he was twenty-two years of age,
where he was married the following year, and remained until 1810. I n the sprint of
that year, he visited the State of Ohio, with a view to emigrate with his family, i f he
was pleased with the country. He made the trip on horseback, and in the fall started
with his family, consisting of his wife and four children, in a wagon. When only two
days' journey from their starting-place they met with a serious accident : the wagon
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was overturned and one son was killed. The bereaved parents buried this child and
continued their journey for their future home in Ohio, where they landed in Miami
Township in October, 1810. He resided in this township until the death of his wife,
which occurred May 27, 1847, when he removed to Indiana ; built and ran a saw-mill
for several years, when he returned to his old home, in Miami Township, where he departed this life December 22, 1855. Our subject was educated in the common schools
of the neighborhood. The first schoolhouse built iu the district was in 1822, but
school had been kept at different times in an old log cabin, and in a building formerly
used as a tannery. He married Miss Susan Hamaker," daughter of Daniel and
Frances Hamaker, natives of Pennsylvania (March 8, 1832). Their family consists of eight children as follows, viz.: John Elliot, born August 5, 1833, died
May 10, 1863; Daniel W , June 12, 1836; David L , August 28, 1838; Susan
E , May 19, 1840; Mary C, March 18, 1843; Joseph H . D , May 4, 1845, and
two died in infancy. Mr. Neibel and wife are members of the Zion Reformed
Church, and he has been an elder in the church a number of years. Mr. Neibel
was elected Justice of the Peace, and served one term of three years. He has always
taken an interest in education, and held the office of School Director for many years.
He has a fine farm of 172 acres under a high state of cultivation, and grain and tobacco are the principle crops raised.
GEORGE PEASE, deceased, was a native of Suffield, Conn, born November 25,
1798. He received a good education, and in his earlier years, followed the profession
of a teacher, and in 1825, emigrated to Ohio, coming over the mountains in a stage to
Pittsburgh, Penn, at which point he and a companion purchased a canoe and floated
down the river to Cincinnati, arriving there late in October. When he got to Cincinnati, his whole capital was $5, and he there spent the winter with his brother
Horace, who was engaged in business at that point. In the early spring of 1S26, he
came to Miami Township and stopped with his brother Perry, who was running a distillery at a point called Lamme's Mills. He was married, August 23, 1831, to Ellen
Wheatley, to whom were born four children, viz.: Mary D. (deceased), Mindwell (deceased), Gamaliel and Ellen. His wife died November 16, 1839, and he was again
married, April 6, 1841, to Mary A. Lamme, daughter of David Lamme, one of the
pioneers of the Miami Valley. Of this union three children were born, as follows :
Horace L , David W. and Harriet. At the opening of the canal, Perry Pease moved
to Carrollton and built a mill, George taking charge of the old distillery, but shortly
after he also removed to Carrollton, where he engaged with his brothers, Horace and
Perry, and took charge of the office, in which capacity he was employed until 184S,
when he retired from the mills, purchased a comfortable home and engaged in outside
business. He was for many years Treasurer and General Manager of the Great Miami
Turnpike Company, but in 1868, retired from active business to live cjuietly at his comfortable home, in the enjoymentand companionship of wife and family. Thus some seven
years were passed when death again visited his happy fireside, taking from him his
loving wife, who died August 30, 1875. He survived her until February 23, 1880,
when he too passed away, leaving a name and record bright with good deeds. He became a Mason in April, 1822, joining Appollo Lodge, of Suffield, Conn, in that year,
and at the time of his death was an honored member of Minerva Lodge, No. 98, at
Miamisburg, by which the funeral services were conducted. He was also one of the
organizers of the Presbyterian Church of Carrollton, and at his decease one of its oldest
members. Politically, Mr. Pease was always a Whig and Republican, and, although
interested in politics and in early life an earnest worker for his party, he never hold nor
desired official position. Mr. Pease, through all his years of business, was a man of
sterling integrity, whose word was ever as good as his bond, and he died respected and
honored by the entire community in which he spent such a long and useful life.
ALFRED PEASE, deceased, was born May 26, 1793.
His parents were
Seth and Bathsheba Pease. Seth Pease was a distinguished mathematician, and
a man of prominence, having been Surveyor General. He surveyed the Western Reserve in Ohio, also did important work in the survey of the Mississippi
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Biver. He was born January 9, 1764, and died September 1,1819. Alfred Pease removed from Suffield, Conn., where he was born, to Washington City, with his parents,
in the year 1810, where he engaged in the business of steamboating until he came to
Hole's Creek, Montgomery County, in the year 1831. He was one of the firm that
built the flouring-mill now used as a paper-mill at Carrollton, in which he had an interest for several years. He married Amelia Lowry, daughter of Bobert aud Margaret
Lowry, of Washington City, January 19,1820. The family consists of seven children,
as follows: Lucy, born October 14, 1820, died September 20, 1869 ; Hannah, born
December 15. 1821 : Seth, February 23, 1824, died, December 16, 1869; James A l fred, born November 16, 1825, died September, 1828 ; Alfred, October 16, 1828, died
August 30, 1838 ; Elizabeth, born June 8, 1832 ; and one son died in infancy unnamed. Mr. Pease was widely and favorably known, and was highly esteemed for his
many virtues and sterling worth. He died October 25, 1870, and thus a wife lost a
devoted husband, and his children a kind and gentle father. His wife is still living at
the advanced age of eighty-five years, being born March 3, 1796, and enjoys good
health and is in possession of all her faculties.
GAMALIEL PEASE, farmer, P. O. West Carrollton, was born in Miami
Township, Montgomery Co., Ohio, May 31, 1837. His parents were George and Ellen
Pease. He was educated in the public schools of this county and the " Miami Valley
Institute," located in Miami City. In the year 1850, he went to Dayton and learned
the trade of iron molder, at which business ho continued till 1857. Prom that time
to 1861, he was employed farming and working in the distillery of his uncle, Perry
Pease. In 1861, December 14, he enlisted in the Sixty-ninth Regiment Ohio Infantry, participating in the battles at Gallatin, Murfreesboro, Chickamauga and Mission
Ridge. In 1864, he was transferred to the recruiting service, in which service he remained till the close of the war. While in this service, he visited nearly all the principal
cities of the United States, both East and West. He was discharged February 14,
1865, having been in continuous service over three years. In 1869, March 18, he
married Miss Mary Leisz, daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth Leisz, the father being a
native of Germany and the mother of Pennsylvania. Their family consists of three
children, as follows, viz.: Oscar M , born April 16,1870; Jennie G., August 3 1 ,
1871 ; Gecrge, September 27, 1876. Mr. Pease has made the cultivation of tobacco
his principal business for several years.
DAVID W. PEASE, station agent and operator, West Carrollton, was born
September 22, 1846. His parents were George and Mary A. Pease. He was
educated in the public.schools of Montgomery County, and also a graduate of the Miami Commercial College of Dayton, Ohio. He married, July 28, 1870, Miss Annie E.
Lecompte, and their family consists of four children, viz.: Harry L , born July 13,
1871 ; George S, March 13, 1873; Louis D , December 6, 1875, and William B ,
July 7, 1880. Mr. Pease is employed by the Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati & Indianapolis Railroad Co, as station agent and operator at Carrollton, Montgomery County,
Ohio, where he has been since the road was built in 1872. He is a member of the
Presbyterian Church, also Trustee of the same. He also was Postmaster four years at
Carrollton during the first administration of President Grant, which office he resigned to
accept the position he now holds. He is a member of Minerva Lodge, No. 98, A , F. &
A. M , at Miamisburg, having been made a Mason October 16, 1867. He is also a
member of Trinity Chapter No. 44, since 1868. Also a member of Reed Cornmandery,
Knights Templar, No. 6, of Dayton, since September 6, 1869, at which time he was
the youngest member of nearly three hundred members. Ho is also a member of Marion Lodge, I . O. O. F , No. 18, since September 19, 1869.
OLIVER VV. PEASE (deceased) was born in Henry County, V a , November
4, 1824, and emigrated to Ohio with his parents in 1832, locating in Montgomery
County, where they lived continuously until the time of their decease. Our subject
was educated in the common schools of the county, and was engaged in agricultural
pursuits all his life. Mr. Pease was married, October 26, 1852, to Isabella Dodds,
daughter of James and Mary Dodds. Mr. Dodds was a native of Ohio, and his wife
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a native of Virginia. Mrs. Pease was born November 8, 1825 ; Mr. Pease died September 24, 1878. He was a member of the One Hundred and Thirty-first Ohio
National Guards, serving four months. Their family' consists of three children, two
sons and a daughter; J. Edward, the eldest, was born August 31, 1853 ; Fannie E,
was born October 6, 1857; and Harry D , who was born July 6, 1859. Mrs. Pease
resides on the old homestead with her children.
HENRY C. SCHUBERTH, dealer in leaf tobacco, Miamisburg, was born June
7, 1848, in Wandsbeck, near Hamburg, Germany. Emigrated to America with his
parents in 1852. He came to Miamisburg, Montgomery Co., Ohio, in 1865, and began
work at $5 per month for his cousin, C. H . Spitzner, who was connected with the firm
of Bunzl & Dormitzer, of New York City, who are extensive tobacco dealers. By a
close application to business, and his honorable and upright manner, won for Henry the
confidence of the above-named firm ; hence, in 1873, wheu Mr. Spitzner removed to
New York, Mr. Schuberth was given charge of the business at Miamisburg, Ohio, that
of purchasing tobacco on joint account with said firm. Their trade at this place amounts
to several millions of pounds yearly. Mr. Henry C. Schuberth was married, September
29, 1870, to Miss Sarah 0. Shultz, daughter of the Hon. Emanuel and Sarah Shultz
They have three children—Clifford M , Mary and Shultz Schuberth. After landing in
America, and before coming to Miamisburg, Mr.- Schuberth spent his time in Allegheny
City, Penn, and Cincinnati, Ohio, clerking. In Masonry, he ranks as a Master Mason,
He is a member of Marion Lodge, No. 18, also a Patriarch of Miamsburg Encampment, No. 82, I . 0. 0. P. Since his sojourn in Miamisburg, he has won many friends
both in business and social circles.
HON. EMANUEL SHULTZ, manufacturer and member of Congress, Miamisburg, was born in Berkshire County, Penn, July 25, 1819. His parents, George and
Mary (Vinyard) Shultz, were also natives of that State, and his grandfather, Frederick
Shultz, was from Hesse-Cassel, Germany, coming to America some-time in the last century. Emanuel received a common-school education up to the age of eleven years,
when, in consequence of his father's death, he was compelled to leave school and depend
on diligent study and self-teaching. In boyhood, he learned the trade of shoemaking,
and in 1838 came to Ohio, settling at Miamisburg, Montgomery County, where he established and for about eight years was engaged in the boot and shoe business. At the
end of this period he changed his vocation to that of a trader in general produce, and
continued to be one of the largest and most successful operators in that branch of commerce in the Miami Valley. He soon took a leading place in the establishment, organization and development of all the prominent enterprises of Miamisburg. In 1865, he
was one of the originators of the private bank of H. Groby & Co, and the principal projector of the Miami Valley Paper Company, which, in connection with Dr.
William H . Manning, he organized in 1871, and in which he is a stockholder and
Director. Both of these institutions are largely indebted to Mr. Shultz for their success and present strong financial position, his sound, shrewd, business judgment having
rendered them panic proof, and above the consequences of business depression. Mr.
Shultz has also been an extensive tobacco dealer since 1853, and has, therefore, done
much toward encouraging the growth of this important staple of the commercial world.
He was married, July 23, 1840, to Miss Sarah Beck, of Miamisburg, of which union
three daughters were born, viz, Mary A , the wife of Dr. William H . Manning;
Amanda M , wife of A. T. Whittich ; and Sarah 0. Letta, wife of H. C. Schuberth,
all af Miamisburg. Mr. Shultz is a member of the Lutheran Church, and has been
a Mason since 1844, in which fraternity he takes a deep and active interest. He has
held many minor offices in Montgomery County, and in 1875 was elected to the Legislature, but was not a candidate for re-election. In 1873, he was a member of the convention that revised the State Constitution. In October, 1880, he was elected to
Congress, from the Fourth District of Ohio, which position of trust and honor he is
now filling. He was one of the organizers of the Lima Car Works, in which he is a
stockholder, and also Vice President of the company. Pew men are possessed of a
more genial temperament, or endowed with such a faculty of winning friends as Capt.
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Shultz. Of quick perception, he reads at a glance the character of those with whom
he comes in contact ; a ready conversationalist, he is never at a loss for a fitting subject
to suit the occasion ; free, off-handed and courteous, he is withal dignified and earnest ;
a representative man in the practical affairs of every-day life and business, of excellent
judgment and clear discrimination, he is altogether one of the most useful members in
the present House of Congress.
JOHN H. THOMPSON, farmer, P. 0. Carlisle Station, Warren County, was
born in Monmouth County, N. J , September 3, 1831; is a son of Samuel A. and Jane
(Smock) Thompson. They came to Ohio in 1835, and settled in Butler County, where
they lived two years, when they removed to Montgomery County, and located on the
farm where our subject now resides. His father enlisted in 1862, in the Eighty-first
Ohio Volunteer Infantry and served three years, when he re-enlisted and served to the
end of the war. He died in 1865. The mother still survives. Their family consisted
of nine children, viz. : Margaret (now deceased), John H., George S, Samuel L.,
Isaac S, Jacob, Joseph, Theodore P. and Sarah Jane (now deceased). Samuel and
Jacob served in the first three months' service during the late rebellion, in the First
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and at the end of said term Jacob re-enlisted and Joseph enlisted for three years, both in the Second Ohio Volunteer Infantry. Jacob rose from
the rank of private to that of First Lieutenant and was brevetted Sergeant Major for
bravery. He was wounded at the battle of Chattanooga, Tenn., and died from the
effects of said wounds in 1863. In 1862, Isaac enlisted in the Ninty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and served three years ; was wounded three different times. Nobly
did this family answer their country's call for men to preserve the Union. John H .
was married December 27, 1854, to Mary Ann Craig, daughter of Samuel and Jane
(Schenk) Craig. She was born in Monmouth County, N. J , March 5, 1831, came to
Ohio with her parents in 1839, and settled some thirty miles north of Columbus. Mr.
and Mrs. John H . Thompson have one child—Rulef C. Thompson. Mr. T. has always
followed farming, preferring that to any other occupation in life. He is one of the
leading farmers of Miami Township. Isaac resides at present in New Jersey ; George,
in Missouri ; Joseph, in Bloomington, 111.; Samuel, in Darke County, Ohio, and Theodore in Montgomery County, Ohio.
DR. JOHN TREON, retired physician, Miamisburg. Of the pioneer medical
men of Montgomery Oounty, but few are left to tell of the trials and hardships of the
early days, nearly all having long since been laid beneath the sod ; but in the gentleman whose name heads this sketch we find the oldest living 'physician of the Miami
Valley, one who practiced his profession in this county from 1811 up to 1872, in fact,
we might almost say from the first settlement to the present time. He was born in the
town of Hamburg, Rerks County, Penn., March 25, 1791, and is the son of Dr.
Michael and Elizabeth (Selzer) Treon. When John was fourteen years old he began
reading medicine in his father's office, afterward reading under the tutorship of Dr.
De Weiss, one of the most prominent physicians of Philadelphia. In 1811, he, with
his uncle, Peter Treon, started from Pennsylvania for Ohio, reaching the present site of
Miamisburg October 3, of that year, traveling the entire distance on horseback. The
Doctor served nine months as Surgeon in the war of 1812, and assisted in setting up
the first picket of the fort built by Gen. Hull, at Greenville, Ohio. Upon arriving in
Ohio, he was the possessor of 37i cents in money and a horse, on which he owed $50,
but fortune favored him and he was soon able to join with his uncle, Peter, in purchasing 140 acres of land at $10 per acre, upon which they laid out a part of the present
town of Miamisburg, in 1818. Dr. Treon's practice extended to a circuit of seventy
miles, and was so extensive that he was compelled to keep horses stationed at different
points in order to visit his patients, as one horse could not stand the long trips he made
each day. He was married, November 13, 1818, to Miss Eve Weimer, who died May
20, 1873, after a happy and prosperous union of fifty-four years. Dr. Treon married
for his second wife Mrs. Elizabeth Black, widow of Hezekiah Black and daughter of
George and Elizabeth Weaver. Beginning in life a poor man, Dr. Treon has made a
wonderful success, and although by trying to build up the manufacturing interests o f
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Montgomery County he lost about $120,000, he is yet worth over $100,000, all the
legitimate result of his unremitting toil and business sagacity, coupled with steady
habits and well-ordered economy. Besides being well versed in the English language
he can both read, write and converse in French and German, and has frequently contributed articles to the medical journals. He has been a man of wonderful endurance
and possessed of a powerful constitution, and now in his ninety-first year, although
feeble, retains much of his mental vigor. When eighty-five years old, he amputated°a
leg for a patient and even yet he is sometimes professionally consulted, though long
since retired from active practice. Politically, he was a Whig, and afterward a Republican, and says he has never missed casting his vote for President from 1812 to
1880, a period of nearly seventy years. He has been a Mason nearly all his life, and a
member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church since 1808, giving liberally of his time
labor and money to the upbuilding of the church and the spread of the Gospel
W I L L I A M TURNER, farmer, P. O. West Carrollton, was born in Mifflin
County, Penn, April 17, 1820. His parents were John and Margaret Turner, both
natives of Mifflin County, Penn, and removed to Ohio in 1820, making the journey by
wagon, and landing at West Liberty, in Jefferson Township, in this county, August 7,
1820. John Turner was one of the representative men of the county "in that early
day. In 1824, he was elected to the Legislature of this State, and, in 1826, moved to
Union, Randolph Township, aud, in the fall of 1829, was again elected to the Legislature. In 1831, he moved to Salem, and while there was appointed one of the Associate
Judges of the Court of Common Pleas. In 1840, he moved to White County, Ind.,
and, in 1834, returned to Ohio, settling in Greenville, Darke County. He returned to
Salem after the death of his wife, where he again married. He died in October, 1866,
at the age of seventy-seven years and seven months, thus ending a busy and useful life.
The subject of this sketch went with his father to Indiana in 1840, and assisted in
making a farm for his father ; then entered the land for a farm for himself, where he
remained until 1853, when he moved to Greenville, Darke County, and engaged in milling and distilling with his brothers, H . M. and J. M. Turner, where he continued until
1865, when he returned to Montgomery County, locating at Carrollton, where he now
resides. He married, September 14, 1843, at Monticello, White Co.. Ind., Miss
Susanna James, daughter of Richard and Mary James, by whom he had seven children
—Mary Margaret, born August 17, 1844 ; John M.. February 1,1847 ; Nancy, October
9, 1849 ; Sarah Cornelia, October 7, 1852 ; William Edgar, born June 15, 1855, died
January 28, 1857 ; Franklin Pulman, born February 7, 1858, died March 12, 1861 ;
Louisa V , born August 14, 1863. His wife died May 5, 1878. He was married
again, December 30, 1880, to Miss Katie Conley, daughter of Thomas and Margaret
Conley, both deceased. Mr. Turner has been an active member of society all his life,
and is still actively engaged in agricultural pursuits. He has one of the finest residences in the township.
SAMUEL M. UMBENHAUER, tobacco buyer and Township Treasurer,
Miamisburg, son of Henry and Nellie (Miller) Umbenhauer; was born at Pine Grove,
Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania, June 20, 1836. He came to Montgomery County,
Ohio, with his parents in the fall of 1852. The parents bought and located on the
John Tobias farm in Miami Township, where they still reside, and Samuel began as
clerk m a store in Miamisburg, which he followed eight or nine years. In 1868, he
engaged in the enterprise of buying and selling leaf tobacco, and is connected with the
firm of Havemeyers & Vigelius, of New York City. They handle some two million
pounds at this point. Mr. Samuel M. Umbenhauer and Miss Annie E. Wallace were
united in marriage July 4, 1856. She is the daughter of William and Elizabeth Wallace, of Columbus, Ohio, who were both natives of London, England. Of Mr. and
Mrs. Samuel Umbenhauer's four children, but two are now living—Allie J. and Bertha
M. ; Charles F and Ida L , deceased. Mr. Umbenhauer is regarded as one of the
honorable, upright young business men of Miamisburg. He was elected Treasurer of
Miami Township in 1880, and having performed the duties of said office so satisfactorily. He was re-elected in 1881 on the Eepublican ticket.
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GEORGE W. WEAVER, merchant, Miamisburg. The grandfather of this gentleman was Jacob Weaver, a native of Pennsylvania, who there married Margaret Gebhart of that State, and, in 1804, came to Ohio, entering a tract of land on Little Bear
Creek in Jefferson Township, Montgomery County. They had a family of ten children, but two of whom are now living, and as each child grew to maturity, the father
presented them with a farm, Philip, the father of our subject, receiving a farm lying
one mile west of Miamisburg, which is yet owned by his heirs. Philip married Magdalena Gebhart, a daughter of George and Elizabeth Gebhart, who came to this county
from Pennsylvania in 1805, and by this union was the father of fifteen children, of
whom our subject was the third oldest. Philip was an industrious, temperate Christian
man, and died July 12, 1851, his wife surviving him thirty years, and dying in November, 1881, after a worthy Christian life of nearly eighty-one years. George W. was
born on the old homestead September 27, 1824, and worked at home until twenty-one
years old, when, with the small amount of $8, and $150 which he borrowed, he purchased a stock of groceries and opened a store on North Main street, Miamisburg, Ohio,
where, by close application to business and an invincible determination to succeed, he
rose step by step until, to-day, he ranks among the wealthy men of his native township.
He was married, October 8, 1845, to Rebecca Rowe, daughter of Henry and Sarah
(Squires) Rowe, who was born in Warren County, Ohio, October 22, 1827. They
have had eight children—Sarah M , Eliza E , George C, Mary Ann L , Emma C ,
Charles E , Louisa J. and Harry C. He and wife have been members of the Reformed
Church for the past twenty-five years, in which organization he has been Deacon,
Treasurer and Trustee. Mr. Weaver carries the largest stock of goods of any house
in Miamisburg, and is recognized as a man of integrity and honor in all his dealings, a
man who is ever alive to the spirit and progress of this enlightened age.
JACOB ZIMMER, tobacco buyer, Miamisburg, was born in Bettenhausen, a vilage in Rhine Bavaria, Germany, September 3, 1815. His father having died in 1825,
his mother, with a younger brother, in company with another family of seven persons,
in November, 1827, left their native land, descending the Rhine from Bingen to a village near Rotterdam, where a merchant vessel awaited them. I n January, 1828, they
left the Netherlands and landed at Baltimore, Md., in March, from where they moved
to Hagerstown, Washington County. In 1836, Mr. Zimmer came to Miamisbutg, where
he has since resided. He was married in 1839, to Mary M. Klinck, who bore him
seven children—Eliza J , Mary L , Amelia M , George C, J. Charles, Otto M. and
Henry E , all of whom are living, except Otto M , who died in 1861. His wife died
in 1873, and, in 1876, he married Mary T. Emerick. From 1843 to 1853, he was
engaged in the hotel business in the building now known as the Miami House, where
the Canal Packet line and mail stage lines were quartered until the completion of the
railroad. In 1848, he commenced the cultivation of the grape, which he continued
until 1873, the vineyard being located on land west of the town and surrounding his
present residence. The undertaking was successful for a number of years, but the
northern part of the State proving better adapted to grape culture ; the cultivation of
the same on a large scale was generally abandoned in Southern Ohio. I n 1852, Mr.
Zimmer was elected County Auditor and served in that capacity two years. He was a
member of the school board that built the first of a series of houses on the present
site,^ and a member of the Council several years ; was also one of the originators of the
"Miamisburg Cemetery Association," of which he was first President, and is at present filling the same position. When the Miamisburg and Carrolton Hydraulic Company was organized, he was chosen as one of the Board of Directors, and was re-elected
every year until the company was merged into its present ownership. In 1856, he
assumed the agency of the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railroad Company at
Miamisburg, serving in that capacity over twenty consecutive years. Himself and
brother are the only survivors of those who crossed the ocean with them in 1828.
For several years Mr. Zimmer has been engaged in buying tobacco, and is intimately
known throughout his vicinity as a man of progressive views and wide experience on
general affairs. Politically, he was a Whig in early life, after which he joined the Re-
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publican party with which he yet affiliates. He is a member of the Reformed Church,
a good citizen and worthy gentleman.
JOHN A. ZIMMERMAN, farmer, P. 0. West Carrollton, was born in Germantown, Montgomery Co., Ohio, February 1, 1837. His parents were John and Mary
Zimmerman ; his father was a native of Maryland, and his mother a native of Van
Buren Township, Montgomery Co, Ohio. He came to Ohio about the year 1821, settling in Germantown, where he resided until the year 1856, when he removed to Salem,
Randolph Township, Montgomery County, where he lived until the death of his second
wife, which occurred in September, 1865. He married, about 1823, Miss Mary Catrow,
by whom he had ten children, as follows: Catherine, Benjamin, Elizabeth, Jacob, Francis, John A , Maria, Mary, David S, and Jane—only six of whom are now living. By
his marriage with Harriet, his second wife, he had two children, viz.: Lovina and Jeremiah. He died at Winchester, Preble Co, Ohio, in September, 1876. His first wife
died in October, 1845. Our subject left home to live with strangers soon after the death
of his mother, and acquired a good common education in the public schools of the
county, and, at the age of eighteen, passed an examination and taught his first school in
Carrollton in 1856. He afterward attended the Normal School at Lebanon, Ohio. He
followed teaching for six years. He married Miss Elizabeth Pease, daughter of Perry
and Emeline Pease, October 5, 1858. Mr. Zimmerman is engaged in farming, and is
also Justice of the Peace, which office he has held for six years, although the township
is Democratic, and Mr. Z. is a strong Republican. Mr. Zimmerman is a member of the
Presbyterian Church, and an active worker in the Temperance cause.
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I . J. BASSETT, County Commissioner, Dayton, was born in Leicestershire,
England, September 10, 1837. He is the son of George W. and Harriett (Knight)
Bassett, natives of the above place. The father came to America in 1844, and worked
in Maryland until 1850, when he came to Dayton and engaged in the business of horse
farrier, in which he is still engaged. The rest of the family, which consisted of the
mother, three boys and three girls, emigrated in 1847. Our subject attended the common schools of Maryland until 1857, when he came to Montgomery County, and, after
working as a farm hand for two years, commenced farming for himself^ in which occupation he still continues. He has been twice married, first to Miss Elizabeth Putterbaugh, daughter of George Putterbaugh, of Dayton, who died in 1863, leaving three
children, one boy and two girls. He was married, in 1869, to Lydia Connett, daughter
of Woodruff Connett, of Athens County, Ohio, by whom he has had two children, only
one of whom survives. Mr. Bassett is a man of considerable ability and great popularity, as is evinced by the fact that he has been County Commissioner since 1877, and
was a Trustee of Harrison Township, in which he lives, for eight years, previous to his
election. He is a member of the Odd Fellows fraternity only.
JOHN BOLINGER, proprietor of saw-mill, Dayton, Ohio, was born in Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, December 15, 1830. He is the son of Samuel and Elizabeth Bolinger, natives of Pennsylvania. His father came to Ohio in 1847 and commenced running a saw-mill in Green County. He afterward located mills in different
parts of the State, and in 1867 died, being followed by his wife three years later. Our
subject remained at home until he reached his majority, when he married Miss Amanda
Harris, of Miami County, and located at Taylorville, where he started a saw-mill. Here
he remained five years, and then located on the Little Miami River, where he remained
one year, during which time his wife died, leaving two children, viz.: Samuel L. and
Mary E , wife of William Limebaugh. He was again married, in 1859, to Miss Catharine Sensenbaugh, of Greene County. Mr. Bolinger is a Republican. Mrs. Bolinger is
a member of the Lutheran Church.
;
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DANIEL BRAME, farmer, P. 0. Dayton, was born in Adams County, Penn,
April 6, 1845. He is the son of Daniel and Mary (Arnold) Brame, old residents
of the Keystone State. His father was born in 1802, and his mother in 1812. He
remained with his parents until tweuty-two years of age, when he came to Dayton, and
for five years worked for Mr. John Ewing. In 1873, he married Mrs. Kitty A. Beck,
widow of Holister W. Beck, a conductor on the Dayton & Michigan Railroad, who
died with consumption. Mrs. Beck was the daughter of Henry Haller, whose sketch
appears on another page of this work. By her marriage to Mr. Beck she had one son,
and by Mr. Brame she has two children, now living. Shortly after his marriage, Mr.
Brame located on the place he now occupies, where he has since remained. He is a
Republican, and, with his wife, a member of the First Lutheran Church.
HENRY S. CITONE, gardener, Dayton, was born in Dayton Ohio, January,
1846. His father, Stephen, was born in Italy, in 1811, and came to the United States
when sixteen years of age. He landed at New York and went from there to New
Orleans, peddling for a living. He came to Dayton in 1830, and in 1832 married
Angelina Hess, daughter of a Canadian family who came to the States during the
Revolution, took the part of the patriots, and wove cloth with which to cover the
soldiers. Her grandfather. John Hess, took such part in the war of 1812, as entitled
his widow to a pension after his death. Our subject's parents had seven children, of
whom three now survive. In 1848, the mother died, and four years afterward the
father married Ellen Dye, to who'n seven children were born ; four now living. I n
1855, Mr. Citone moved to Troy, Ohio, where he still lives. Henry, the subject hereof,
lived with his parents until fifteen years of age, when he went to work for a Mr.
Kreitzer, with whom he remained eight years, and then commenced learning the printing trade with Frederick Riser, of Dayton, Ohio. When the war broke out, he enlisted
in Company I, Seventy-first Ohio Volunteer Infantry, under Capt. Houck, and after
being out one year was wounded at the battle of Nashville, Tenn, and discharged. In
1869, he married Annie Roth, daughter of William and Mary Roth, German residents
of Dayton. By this marriage five children were born, all living. Mr. C. has followed
gardening since the war. He lives on the River road, is a member of the old guards,
and, with his family, is connected with the Catholic Church.
W. H. CLARK, farmer, P. 0. Dayton, was born in Van Buren Township, Montgomery County, Ohio, May 8, 1837. He is the son of John and Margaretta (Ashton)
Clark. His father was born in Montgomery County in 1813, and was married in 1833
to Miss Ashton, by whom he had three children. The father died on the home farm
at the good old age of sixty-one' years, and the mother on the same farm at seventyone years of age. Within seventeen hours after the death of the mother, her daughter,
Mrs. Martha Shawn, died. W. H , our subject, is still an unmarried man, and is living
on the old home place. He has received a common-school education, and is in every
way capable of conducting the work on the farm to the best advantage.
GEORGE L. CLEMMER, retired farmer, P. 0. Dayton. Just across the line
which separates Dayton from Harrison Township, quietly watching the progress of our
growing county, and settled probably for the remain 1er of his life, on a half acre of
ground, containing a comfortable dwelling-house and large storeroom, we find the subject of our sketch. His father, Andrew, was a native of Pennsylvania, who emigrated
to Virginia in an early day, and there married Salome Black. Not liking that State
he, in 1814, removed to Ohio, and with his family, located in Perry Township, Montgomery County, where he entered a three-quarter section of land, cleared a part of it,
built a mill, and with no neighbor nearer than three miles, commenced his pioneer life.
The wild deer, turkeys and wolves were then familiar objects of every day life in that
locality. I t was there our subject first saw the light of day, on the 14th of June, 1815 ;
there he received his limited education in the old slab-seated sohoolhouse, and amid
these scenes he grew up to man's estate. He remained with his parents until twentythree years of age, when he married Susan Drayer, who was born March 30, 1820,
daughter of Peter and Elizabeth (Myers) Drayer, natives of Pennsylvania. After his
marriage, he took 100 acres of land, cleared it himself, built his own house, made his
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own farming implements and commenced doing his share toward making his county
what it is to-day. After remaining in Perry Township fifty-two years, he moved to
Dayton, having, while in that township, accumulated some 320 acres of land. He has
had six children, of whom he has succeeded in raising four, viz. : David, Elizabeth, Lewis D. and Sarah. His other two were John W. and one that died in its
infancy. Mr. Clemmer was Trustee of his township five years and School Director
nine years. He and his wife are both members of the German Reformed Church, of
which he has been an Elder for some time. This couple, though old, are hale and
hearty, and are now enjoying the health and comforts due to two whose lives have
been so well spent.
CHARLES DIEHL, gardener, Dayton, was born in Prussia February 25, 1817.
He is the son of Nicholas and Lizzie (Culman) Diehl of Prussia, where our subject received an education such as was afforded by the schools of his district. He emigrated
to America in 1853, and after a short stay in New York came to Dayton, where he
worked as a day laborer. In 1855, he married Mary Stark, who was born in Wurtemberg, Germany, in 1822. In 1856 he purchased his present place, commenced gardening, and has since continued at it. He has had five children, one being dead. In
politics he is a Democrat. He is a member of the German Lutheran Church, and has
served as School Director for his district.
A D A M EBY, farmer, P. O. Dayton. Among the wealthy farmers of Harrison
Township, mention may be made of the above-named gentleman, who was born near
Big Gunpowder Falls, Baltimore Co, M d , July 10, 1814. He is the son of Christian
and Susan (McDaniels) Eby, natives of Pennsylvania, who came to Ohio in 1838, and
located near Farmersville, Jackson Township, Montgomery Co. His father and mother
died at the advanced ages of eighty-two and eighty-five respectively, leaving thirteen children, of whom nine now survive. Our subject received a common-school education,
and remained with his parents until twenty-six years of age, when he married Susan
Mullendore, of Virginia, and moved to his present location on the River road. By industry, perseverance and tact he has accumulated a considerable property, consisting of
the home place of 427 acres, 150 acres in Jefferson Township, and 80 acres in Indiana. He has had thirteen children, of whom ten are now living.
JOSEPH L. ENSLEY, farmer, P. 0. Dayton, was born in Butler Township.
Montgomery Co, Ohio, May 18, 1821. He is the son of James and Susanna ("Lodge)
Ensley. His father was born in Pennsylvania, in 1785 ; came to Ohio in 1818, and
located on 160 acres of land in Butler Township. His mother was born in Virginia,
in 1789, and went to Pennsylvania, where she married Mr. Ensley. Mr. Ensley was a
Justice of the Peace for eighteen or twenty years in Butler Township, where he died.
His wife is still living in Darke County, Ohio, with one of her daughters, Mrs. John
Eiehleman. _ Our subject's grandfather was a soldier in the war of 1812. Our subject
lived with his parents until twenty-five years of age, when he came to Harrison Township and commenced farming on his father's farm, where he remained four years, and
then married Miss Ann R. Drill, daughter of George and Jemima Drill, of Montgomery County, who were married in 1813. Her father and mother both came from Maryland about 1827. He was born in 1787, and she in 1791. After marriage our subject farmed in the neighborhood until 1865, wheu he bought his present place, and now
owns about 400 acres in all. He has had six children, four girls and two boys, two
girls being married and one dead. Mr. Ensley, his wife and four children are members of the Methodist Church, in which Mr. Ensley was Steward and is Trustee. In
politics, he is a Eepublican.
M A H A L A ENSLEY, P. O. Dayton, widow of George W. Ensley, and daughter
of William and Susanna (Warrenfeldt) Patton, was born in Montgomery County, Ohio,
October 4, 1821, and on the 16th of April, 1839, was united in marriage with George
W. Ensley, a native of Pennsylvania, born in Bedford County, March 20, 1813, of
parents, James and Susanna Ensley, he a native of Pennsylvania, and she of Virginia,
Mr. Ensley came to Montgomery County, with his parents, in 1818, and ever afterward
remained a resident of the county, until his death. " He was a member of the United
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Brethren Church, a kind neighbor and a good citizen. In politics, a Republican. As a
result of this union between our subject and Mr. Ensley, there was born to them one
daughter, Laura, who married William G. Turner, and became the mother of two children, Mary V. and Nettie E. The parents of our subject were born, the father in
Virginia September 27, 1796, and the mother in Frederick County, M d , December
9, 1797, and were married in the latter State, September 22, 1818 ; that same fall they
emigrated to Montgomery County, and in about ten years settled where Mahala Ensley
now resides, on which farm he died, May 8, 1864. The mother is still surviving and
living on the homestead with her daughter. The union of Mr. and Mrs. Patton was
blessed with two daughters, viz, Mahala and Sophia, the latter marrying George Heikes,
and died, August 31, 1866, leaving one daughter, Dora—the wife of Cornelus Mumma,
to whom were born the following children : Marion V , Blanche E,Ernest L , Norma
G. and Edith C. The great-grandfather of our subject, Jacob Warrenfeldt, at the age
of fourteen years was sent to America to escape service in the army of his native land,
Mrs. Mahala Ensley is a member of the United Brethren Church, and her mother
identified with the Lutheran Church.
JOHN EWING, gardener, P. 0. Dayton, was born in New Jersey in May 1817.
His parents, Abijah Ewing, who was born in 1792, and Olive (Ayers) Ewing, were old
residents of New Jersey, and both died .before our subject reached the age of eight years.
After their death, John worked for a man named McPherson, and remained in New
Jersey until nineteen years old, when he came to Cincinnati, where he married Etna
Inman, daughter of old residents of Miami County. After a seven years' residence in
Cincinnati, he came to Dayton and located in the city as a drayman, in which occupation he continued fifteen years. He then moved to his present residence on the River
road in Harrison Township, and took up the occupation of gardener, in which he has
since continued. He has been twice married, his first wife dying and leaving six children, of whom two are now living. I n 1866, he married his second wife, Miss Harriet
Bostwick, of New York State. Mr. Ewing and his wife are members of the Linden
Avenue Baptist Church, in which he has for a long time been an officer, now occupying
the office of Treasurer. He was, for a number of years, connected with the old fire department of the city. His political views are in unison with the principles of the Republican party. He is a man of the highest degree of integrity, thoroughly posted in his
business, and has the respect and esteem of all who know him. His success as a gardener is fully attested by the large number of patrons that flock around his stand on market day.
JOHN W. GAINES, of the Dayton Star Nurseries, Dayton, was born in Montgomery County, Ohio, January 9, 1846, and is the son of John N. and Catherine
(Crow) Gaines, the former being a native of Virginia and the latter of Pennsylvania.
His mother came to this county in childhood, while his father did not settle here until
1844, shortly after which he was married and settled in Randoph Township, where our
subject was born, being the eldest in a family of six children, five of whom are living,
as well as his mother, who resides in his native township. John W. grew to maturity,
as a farmer's son, attending the district school as much as circumstances would allow,
and in 1867 purchased a half-interest in the nursery of Samuel Kinsey, although having no capital, in which he remained until 1871, when Samuel W. Hoover bought
Kinsey's half and the firm changed to Hoover & Gaines. Mr. Gaines was married,
December 12, 1871, to Miss Elizabeth Hoover, daughter of John and Elizabeth Hoover.
Mrs. Gaines was born in Miami County, Ohio, and has had one child—Melvin A. In
1879, Hoover & Gaines moved their nurseries to the Wolf Creek pike, on the Northern
suburbs of Dayton, where they now operate about 300 acres in the nursery business,
wholesaling about $70,000 in their line during the past year. They have one of the
largest and most extensive nurseries west of the Alleghanies, and ship their trees to
every part of the United States. Their success has been rapid and strongly marked
by shrewd business sagacity, upright dealing and strict integrity, which have won for
them a name second to none. Politically, Mr. Gaines is a Republican, and he and wife
are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Beginning in life without means, he
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has attained in a few years, a leading position among the business men of his native
county, and judging the future by the past, his business career will inevitably terminate
in uncommon success. Mr. Gaines is a man of affable manners and pleasant address,
who has won many friends throughout his native county.
MATHIAS GLASER, JR., gardener, Dayton, is of German descent, his father,
Mathias, Sr., having been born in Prussia, Germany, in 1808, and his mother, Helen
(Weber) Glaser, being born in the same country in 1810. They emigrated to America
in 1844, and lived in Buffalo, N . Y , where our subject was born, and where they
remained four years, and then came to Montgomery County, Ohio. I n about 1850,
they located on what was then known as " the old bottom place," and here carried on
gardening with the help of our subject as long as he remained at home. In 1864,
Mathias, J r , left home and worked out. I n 1865, he enlisted in the Seventy-first
Volunteer Infantry, and was afterward transferred to the Fifty-eighth Ohio Veterans,
in which he served six months, principally on provost duty at different places. In
1870, he married Mary T. Schneider, by whom he has had four children. They are
members of Emanuel's Catholic Church. Though unfortunate, through sickness in
his family, Mr. G, with the assistance of his wife, is making rapid strides toward
success.
ANDREW GREULICH, butcher, Dayton, was born in Dayton, Ohio, September 14, 1846. His parents were, Baiser Greulich, who was born in Baden, February
8, 1810, and Volberg (Abberger) Greulich, who was born in Wurtemberg in 1816.
Baiser Greulich emigrated to America in 1834, and landed in New York, where he
was married in 1836. He worked at his trade of butchering in New York until
1839, when he went to Pittsburgh, where he worked six years, and then, in 1845, came
to Dayton, Montgomery County, Harrison Township, where he has since obtained, by
dint of hard labor and close economy, about thirty-one acres of land, well improved,
and a comfortable brick dwelling. He is the father of nine living children, and has had
one child that died in infancy. He is one of the oldest butchers in the city of Dayton,
having commenced attending market when the old Market House was built. Andrew,
our subject, is unmarried, and still lives at home. He has taken charge of his father's
business, and can always be found at his stand, No. 33 Market House. He is a member of the Butchers' Society and Catholic Church.
HENRY H A L L E R , farmer and gardener, P. O. Dayton, is the son of Daniel
and Kitty (Bowles) Haller, of Frederick County, M d , where our subject was born,
and there received a good common school education. A t twenty-two years of age, he married Elizabeth Barger, who was born in 1809. I n 1848 he came to Dayton, and, in
1849, commenced farming for Col. Patterson, with whom he remained three years, and
then bought the place on which he now resides. He is a Republican in politics, and in
religion a member of the United Brethren Chut ch. He has had six children, of whom
two are now dead. Mr. Haller has a nice home, and twenty acres of ground, on which
he raises vegetables for the city markets.
FRANCIS M. H A L L E R , farmer, P. O. Dayton, was born on the old homestead,
October 18,1836. He is the son of John and Elizabeth (Yost) Haller. His father was
born in Frederick County, M d , in 1803, came to Ohio in 1827, lived six months
in Dayton, and then moved to his farm, where he died April 1, 1881, having been an
Elder in the Reformed Church fifty years. He had been married twice ; first to Miss
Anna Yost, by whom he had three children, and afterward to her sister Elizabeth, subject's mother, by whom he had two children. Our subject has always been at home.
He ha3 had a fair education. He married Miss Nancy Olinger, daughter of William
Olinger, by whom he has had six children, four girls and two boys. He is a Republican in politics, and a member of the Reformed Church.
SAMUEL W. HOOVER, of the Dayton Star Nurseries, P. 0. Dayton, was horn
in Montgomery County, Ohio, April 16, 1837. His parents were Jacob and Elizabeth
(Gripes) Hoover, natives of Pennsylvania, who came to this county prior to 1820, and
settled in Jefferson Township, where his father still resides. His mother died in IS64.
Samuel W. was the eldest in a family of four children, three of whom are living, and
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his boyhood was spent upon the home farm, attending the common district school as
much as circumstances permitted. He was married January 26, 1860, to Catherine
Basore, daughter of Samuel and Lydia Basore ; he was a native of the " Keystone
State," and she of Ohio, they being early settlers of Montgomery County. Mrs. Hoover
was horn in this county, and has had three children, two of whom are living, viz., Oliver
P. and W. I . T. Hoover. In 1869, Mr. Hoover began working in the nursery of Kinsey & Gaines, and in 1871, although having but little capital, he purchased Kinsey's
interest, and became a partner, under the firm name of Hoover & Gaines, which has
continued to the present time. In 1879 they moved their business to their present
location upon the Wolf Creek pike, in the northern suburbs of Dayton, where they
operate about three hundred acres in the nursery business, doing a wholesale trade of
about 870,000 in the past year, their nursery being one of the most extensive west of
the Alleghanies. Mr. Hoover and wife are members of the German Baptist Church.
He is a member of the Montgomery County Horticultural Society, also of the Miami
Valley Nurserymen's Association, of which he was Secretary several years ; and of the
American Nurserymen's National Association, of which he was one of the Executive
Committee two years. Thus it will be seen that Mr. Hoover's life has been an active
one, and productive of much good ; and besides his well-known successful business qualifications, he has ever taken a deep interest in the elevation of humanity and the development of his native county. Courteous and affable at all times, he is a fitting
representative of the successful business man and well-bred Christian gentleman.
JOHN KELLEK, gardener, P. O. Dayton, was born in Dayton May 24, 1844.
He is the son of Phillip and Elizabeth (Martinthaler) Keller. The father was born
in Bavaria, emigrated to America in 1835, and after a short stay in New York went to
Cincinnati, Ohio, where he, in 1837, met and married subject's mother, by whom he
had two children—Rachel, relict of Frank Bethinghamer, deceased, and John, our
subject. The children were both made orphans by the death of their parents a few
years ago. John lived with his parents until twenty-two years of age, when he married Theresa Ries, by whom he had nine children. He and family are members of the
Catholic Church. He is also a member of the Knights of St. George.
JOHN KENNEDY, farmer, P. O. Dayton, was born in Montgomery County,
Ohio, December 21, 1822. He is the son of Joseph and Nancy (Kerr) Kennedy. His father was born in Lancaster County, Penn., in 1775, came to Ohio iu
1803, and located in Montgomery County where he erected a distillery, which he conducted in connection with his farm work. His wife was a native of Virginia, born in
1797. She was a life-long member of the Presbyterian Church and died in 1862, at
the ripe old age of sixty-five years. She was the mother of six children, three of
them now surviving. Her husband, when he came to Ohio, purchased forty acres of
land, but by industrious habits and close attention to his work he succeeded in accumulating 300 acres at the time of his death, which occurred in 1856. John, our subject,
lived with his parents until 1855, when he married Miss Martha Darst, of Greene
County, Ohio. He received a very good education in the common schools of Dayton,
and afterward attended Center College at Danville, 111. After his marriage, he located
on the farm of 160 acres, which he now occupies. He has.had five children, all of
whom are living. Himself, wife and oldest daughter are members of the Presbyterian
Church. Mr. Kennedy is a Republican, a good farmer, an indulgent father and a
highly esteemed citizen.
JACOB KNECHT, farmer, P. O. Dayton, is a native of the village of Hahafrashen in Bavaria, Germany, where he was born December 23, 1835, of parents, Jacob
and Marion (Gilder) Knecht, both of German birth. By occupation, the father was
a farmer. Both parents died when Jacob was but a youth. In the fall of 1853, November 20, he came to America, money for his passage having been sent him by an
uncle, Christ Miller, then living in Montgomery County. On landing in New York
City, he there passed a few days, going to Philadelphia, thence to Cincinnati, and in a
few weeks on up into Montgomery County. Here he was employed some years performing farm labor and working in the nursery of George R. Mumma. On the 15th
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of January, he was united in marriage to Magdalena, daughter of Jacob and Mary A.
(Pollurst) Semon, a native of Germany, and to them have been born the followingnamed children : John, Charles, Elizabeth, Catharine, Jacob, George, Christ and Julia,
the three last named being dead. Our subject, not differing from the Germans in general, is frugal and industrious, as is evidenced in the fact of his possessing a fine farm
of 130 acres in Harrison Township, near Dayton, and has, upon eight acres near by,
erected a large and neat brick residence.
JOSEPH KUNZ, gardener, P. 0. Dayton, was born in Germany March 2,1848.
His father, Prank, was born in 1817, and his mother, Margaretta, in 1820. Dürrn»
his stay in the old country, his father was in the regular army six years. I n 1854, he
concluded to emigrate to America, and, bidding the land of his birth farewell, he set
sah for the New World. The West attracted his attention, and accordingly he came to
Ohio, located in Dayton, and at once commenced gardening. In 1865, he moved to
Van Wert, and after spending eight years there, moved again to Allen County, where
he aud wife still live. He has raised a family of nine children, three of whom are in
Montgomery County. Joseph, our subject, remained with his parents until nineteen
years of age, when he commenced work as a gardener, and has followed it successfully
ever since. At twenty-two, he married Sarah Armstrong, of near Sandusky, Ohio, and
has had by her five children, four now living. They are all members of the United
Brethren Church, of which he is Steward.
GEOBGE A. KUNZ, gardener, P. 0 Dayton, is a brother of Joseph Kunz, whose
sketch appears in this work. He was born in Germany, September, 1849, and until of
age lived with his parents, helping in the garden and going to school. He began life
for himself as a gardener, and has since continued in the same employment. In 1874,
he married Maggie Bentley, whose parents came from Maryland at an early day, and
settled in Harrison Township, where Mrs. Bentley now lives with her eldest daughter,
her husband having died twelve years ago. Mr. Kunz's marriage was blest with
four children, all of whom with their parents are members of the First Lutheran
Church. Mr. Kunz has also been connected with Patterson Chapel Sabbath School
from its organization, and since 1875 has been its Treasurer.
M I C H A E L KURTZ, nurseryman, P. 0. Dayton, was born in Germany December
18,1842 : came to this country when young, and for nine years worked for J. B. Mumma,
Esq. In 1862, he enlisted in Company A, Ninety-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry under
Captain Martin, now a conductor on the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railroad. He
served with his company three years, taking part in all the battles in which the Ninetythird engaged. In 1868, he married Margaret Stark, of Montgomery County, who
died in 1877, leaving four children, and in 1879 he was married to Elizabeth Diehl,
whose parents we have spoken of elsewhere. By her he has one child. Mr. Kurtz located soon after the war on twenty-five acres of land in Harrison Township, where he
still resides and carries on the nursery business. He is a Republican, and a Director of
School District No. 9.
,
GEORGE KURTZ, nurseryman, P. 0. Dayton, was born in Germany June 16,
1846. He is the son of Michael and Theresa Kurtz, who came to the United States in
1854, and located in Dayton, Ohio, where Mr. Kurtz worked at day labor until his death,
which occurred in 1874. Our subject was hired to a nurseryman at nine years of age,
and worked until 1870, when he married Miss Harriett Stepleton, and commenced
growing trees, on shares, for Mr. George Heikes. In 1872, he bought 10 acres of
land, built a house, and commenced business for himself, in which he still continues.
He is the father of four children, one boy and three girls, all living. His wife's father
was a Pennsylvanian, who married a Miss Olinger, and came to Montgomery County in
1821. Mr. K , our subject, when sixteen years of age enlisted in the Ninety-third
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, but after three days his father compelled him to return home.
He is doing a good nursery business, and is taking rapid strides toward the goal of success. Politically, he is a Democrat.
REV. P H I L L I P J. MILLHOFF, minister, Dayton, son of Phillip and Mary
(Merrick) Millhoff, was born in Franklin County, Penn, September 5,1832. His father
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was one of the first settlers of Shelby County, Ohio, but eame to Montgomery County
in 1840 ; and, after remaining eleven years returned to Shelby County, where he died in
1865, and was followed by his wife six years afterward. Our subject lived with his
parents until 1861, when he enlisted in the Fourth Ohio Cavalry. In four months after he
entered the service, he was captured by John Morgan, but was discharged by general
orders. In 1862, he re-enlisted in Company C, One Hundred and Eighteenth Ohio
Volunteer Infantry, under Capt. Stone. He was stricken with paralysis and came
home in April, 1863. Iu 1864, he married Catharine Snow. After the war, he went to
farming in Shelby County, Ohio, and continued that occupation until entirely disabled.
For the last eleven years he has lived in Harrison Township. He does not adhere to
any particular church, but has preached the Gospel for thirty years. He has four
children, all living at home. He is a member of the Old Guard.
LEWIS NEFF, P. 0. Dayton, is a descendant of one of the old pioneer families of Montgomery County. His grand-father, John Neff, a native of Virginia,
emigrated to what is now Montgomery County in the year 1801, and entered
1,800 acres of land along the Great Miami River. As quite an extended account
of this pioneer and his family have been given in the history proper of Harrison
Township, we will refer the reader to it, and not repeat the same in this sketch.
The immediate parents of our subject were Abraham and Mary (Speece) Neff,
the former a native of Shenandoah County, V a , and tbe mother born near Hagerstown, Md. The mother was a daughter of Lewis and Barbara Speece, who died
in the State of Indiana. • Abraham and Mary (Speece) Neff died, the former August'
23, 1847 in his seventieth year, and the latter April 18, 1879 in her ninety-fourth
year, and both were buried in the graveyard at Beardshear Chapel. Our subject was
born at the old homestead April 30, 1810. He was educated in the district schools of
the neighborhood and reared a farmer. Mr. Neff has been married three times. His
first wife was Mary, daughter of Christopher and Elizabeth Boyer, to whom he was
married July 25, 1833, ami to them there were born the following children: Mary,
Margaret, Catharine, Caroline and Harriet. Mrs. Neff died June 21, 1850. Next,
Mr. Neff _was married to Hannah Wise, and the third time to Mary A. Weddel, who
is still living. Our subject has for a long period of years been closely identified with
the interests of Montgomery County. He was elected a Justice of the Peace of
Harrison Township soon after its formation and, i f he lives until October, 1882, will
have served in that capacity thirty consecutive years. He was forfifteenyears Township
Assessor, and has for quite a number of years been engaged, chiefly, in settling up
estates. " Squire Neff." as he is generally called, is an honest and conscientious nian
and a good citizen. We omitted to note in its proper place, that early in life Mr. Neff
learned the cooper trade, at which he worked for several years and was employed in
operating some of the early copper stills.
A

- C. NICHOLAS, farmer, P. O. Dayton, is a son of Abram and Mary
VV. Nicholas; he was born on the old homestead May 13, 1827, and remained with
bis parents until twenty-three years of age, when he went to West Baltimore, and for
nine years engaged in mercantile pursuits. In the spring of 1879, he located in Harrison Township, where he has since farmed. He married Miss Rebecca Rinehart
daughter of Peter Rinehart, an old pioneer of Dayton, and Mary, his wife. Mr. Nicholas marriage was blessed with four children, all living—Mollie R , Jennie, Hattie and
John Wesley. Mr. Nicholas and wife are both members of the United Brethren
Uiuroh m which he has been a class-leader and Sabbath-school Superintendent, and
in which he is now Assistant Sabbath School Superintendent.
lSnQ
i
—
(
)>
born in Lancaster County, Penn, January 8,
töU«, and, receiving a common-school education, remained with his parents until 1834
when he eame to Ohio and located in Miamisburg, Montgomery County, where hè
worked at his trade of weaving. In 1836, he married Miss Rebecca Weldy, who died
three years afterward. In 1842, he was again married to Catharine Oyler, who was
horn m Jessamine County, K y , in 1825. They remained in Miamisburg ten years
during which time Mr. Nye commenced farming and market gardening. They next
J 0 S

E P H

Y E

d e o e a s e d

w a s

434

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES:

moved to Harrison Township, where Mr. Nye died in 1872 with heart-disease, leaving
his wife and seven children. He was a consistent member of the Lutheran Church.
Mrs. Nye lives on the old place with one daughter and two sons. She sent two boys
to protect their country's flag when fanatical rebellion threatened it, and was fortunate
enough to receive them both back safely. She is a member of the United Brethren
Church, and teacher in the Sunday school.
JACOB PUTERBAUG-H, gardener, P. 0. Dayton, was born in Bedford
County, Penn, January 12, 1814; he is a son of George and Barbara Puterbaugh,
natives of Pennsylvania, and both descendants of German families. They came to Ohio
in 1824, and, after one year spent in Darke County, they moved to the old Puterbaugh farm, of 300 acres, on the Eaton & Dayton pike, where the father died in
1867, aged seventy-two years. The mother died in 1825. Our subject remained with
his parents until twenty-two years of age, helping on the farm and attending school a
little. In 1838, he married Christina Arbaugh, daughter of an old resident millwright
of Montgomery County. By this marriage they had nine children, five now living.
Mr. P. moved onto his present farm in 1843, and has since cultivated a market garden
for the supply of the city market. He had one son, George, in the Fourth Ohio Cavalry, who received a wound in the war, and has since died, leaving one child.
GEORGE PUTERBAUGH, farmer, P. 0. Dayton, was born in Pennsylvania
January 18, 1818, and came to Ohio with his parents, with whom he lived until
twenty-three years of age, when he commenced raisipg watermelons in the " Bottoms,"
in which business he continued four years. In 1846, he married Mary Rhinehart, by
whom he has eleven children living. His wife's parents came from Pennsylvania in
1837. They are both dead. They had eleven children, seven of whom are now living.
Mr. P , after marriage, bought five acres of land on which he built a cabin, 14x20, of
Buckeye logs, in which he lived four years, and then selling it bought thirty-six acres
on the river. This he sold twelve years afterward and moved to the corner of the River
road, where he remained six years, and then bought seventeen acres on the Greeneastle
road, where he now lives. He also owns seven acres on the Eaton pike. He and wife
are members of the United Brethren Church, of which he is a Trustee.
JOHN RECHER, farmer, P. 0. Dayton, was born in Frederick County, Md.,
February 22, 1840. His father, John Recher, who was born in 1808, and his mother,
Anna (Marken) Recher, born in 1816, are both still living in Maryland. John
remained at home until twenty-one years of age, when he came to Montgomery County
and worked oh a farm. In 1867, he married Bliss Sarah Nicholas, sister of A. C.
Nicholas, and for five years thereafter lived on the Nicholas homestead. At the expiration of this time he moved to his present farm, and has remained here since. He
has three children, two boys and one girl. During the war, he was drafted into the
service, but did not serve. He and his wife are members of the United Brethren
Church.
HENRY REDDER, farmer and nurseryman, P. 0. Dayton, was born in Germany October 13, 1833. He is the son of Henry and Sophia (Shroer) Redder, who
never came to this country. Henry, our subject, came to America in 1852, landed in
New Orleans, and then came to Cincinnati, where he remained eight months, working
in a dairy. From Cincinnati he came to Dayton, where he worked as a day laborer
until 1857, when he married Laura Shawen, daughter of David Shawen. After
marriage, he rented a farm, which he worked ten years, and then bought the place
adjoining his father-in-law, where he still lives. He has two sons living at home.
He is a member of the Christian Church, in which his wife is Sunday-school Superintendent. He is a Democrat in politics.
JOHN D. RIDER, gardener, P. 0. Dayton, was born in Germany March 20,1829,
and emigrated to America with his parents, Frederick and Margaret Rider, in 1835.
At fourteen years of age, his parents being poor, he was thrown on his own resources,
and began life by working for Mr. Adam Èby, at $1 per month. His entire schooling
has amounted to about six months' attendance at a country school. I n 1857, he married
Elizabeth Welsh, daughter of James Welsh, one of the pioneer settlers of Harrisburg,
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Ohio, and by her had ten children, nine of whom survive. Mr. Rider is a stanch
Democrat; has been a Supervisor of Roads in his township, and is now a School Director and Township Treasurer. Himself, wife and two daughters are members of
Miami Chapel of the United Brethren Church. Mr. Rider has been for some time a
Class-leader and Sabbath School Superintendent. He is possessor of seventy-one acres
of good land on the Germantown pike, valued at $20,000. He is surely a self-made man.
GEORGE RIDER, gardener, P. 0. Dayton, was born in Germany in 1832, and
emigrated to America with his parents in 1835. He remained at home until his father's
death, which occurred in 1853, when he took his mother and sister and moved to the
place he now occupies, where he has since been engaged in raising vegetables for market. His mother died January 11, 1876, and he, with his sister, has since carried on
the work of the farm. He is a member of the United Brethren Church, in which he
has loug been Steward. He is a brother of John D. Rider, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work.
JOHN S. SACKSTEDER, gardener, P. 0. Dayton. Surrounding the city of
Dayton there is a complete network of market gardeners, who supply the city with every
kind of produce, and among those who have built up this very necessary industry of the
county, and become wealthy and prominent in that line, through their own efforts, the gentleman of whom we write stands at the head of the list. John S. Sacksteder was born in
Prussia, Germany, January 20, 1832, and is the son of John P. and Barbara (Müntz)
Sacksteder, natives of the above place, who, with their family, emigrated in 1836, to
Livingston County, N. Y , removing to Cincinnati, Ohio, in Í844, where they lived ten
years, coming to Montgomery County in 1854, Barbara dying here in 1868, her husband still survives. Our subject received a limited education in the common schools
of New York aud Ohio, and in boyhood learned the painter's trade. Upon coming to
Montgomery County, the whole family engaged in market gardening, which our subject
has successfully continued. He was married, September 4, 1856, to Mary Ann Citone,
daughter of Stephen and Angelina (Hess) Citone ; he a native of Italy, born in 1811,
and she of Canada, born in 1813. Her grandfather, John Hess, was a soldier in 1812,
fighting on the American side against English tyranny, afterward coming to Dayton,
Ohio, where a street has been named in honor of him. Mrs. Sacksteder was born in
Dayton, and eight children have blessed her marriage, viz.: Katie (deceased), Frank,
Louis, Laura, Willie, Maggie, John (deceased) and Annie. Mr. Sacksteder began in his
present location and business upon a capital of $225, from which small beginning he has
worked up year after year, until to-day he is worth about $25,000, all the legitimate
result of the constant toil and rigid economy of himself and wife. He and family belong to St. Emanuel's Catholic Church, and take a deep and active interest in the
growth and propagation of Catholic Christianity, giving liberally of their means toward
the support of the Church and her benevolent institutions. His handsome brick residence is located in the southwestern suburbs of Dayton, where he and family are enjoying the fruits of their own industry, as well as the unlimited confidence of all who
know them.
PETER SACKSTEDER, gardener, P. 0. Dayton, was born in Prussia January
31, 1833. His parents, J. P. and Barbara (Müntz) Sacksteder, came to America in
1836, and settled twenty miles south of Rochester, where they lived eight years and
then moved to Cincinnati. After a ten years' residence in the" Queen City, they came
to Dayton and settled on the place where our subject now lives, and where they remained until the death of the mother in 1868, when the father went to live with his
son John, where he still remains. Although seventy-seven years of age, he is still hale,
and is enjoying good health for one of his years. Peter remained with his parents until
1857, when he married Barbara Greulich, daughter of Boiser and Volberg Greulich,
whose names appear elsewhere in this work. By her Mr. Sacksteder has twelve children. _ In 1860, he bought the homestead and has since followed market gardening.
He, his wife and all his children are members of the Catholic Church.
JOHN SIEBENTHALER, nurseryman, P. 0. Dayton, was born in Franklin
County, Ind., May 4, 1S54. He is the son of George and Margaret Siebenthaler,
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natives of Bavaria, Germany, who came to Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1832, and went to Indiana in 1834. In the spring of 1867, they came to Montgomery County, Ohio, where
Margaret died in the fall of that year, and where her husband still resides. John was
in his fourteenth year when his parents came to this county. He attended school in
Indiana and Ohio, and for two months attended the Collegiate Institute of Dayton.
He began the nursery business in Harrison Township in 1876, and has since continued
in that line quite successfully. He taught, school in the winter of 1876-77, and in the
spring of tbe latter year was elected Township Clerk on the Democratic ticket. He
has since been re-elected four consecutive years. He was also census enumerator in
1880. He is the seventh in a family of twelve children, nine now living.
CHARLES H. STALEY, gardener, P. 0. Dayton, was born in Harrison Township, Montgomery County, May 28, 1840, and is the son of Conrad and Margaret
(Smith) Staley. His father and mother were both born in Maryland, he in I860 and
she in 1811. His father followed the carpenter trade, and in 1838 came to Ohio. In
1840, he located on tho place now occupied by our subject, and continued to follow his
trade until 1850, when he commenced farming, which he followed until 1867.- From
this time until his death, which occurred in 1877, he was not engaged in any business.
His wife died in 1872, ieaving seven children of the nine born to them. Our subject
remained with his parents until their death, receiving but a limited education. In
1873, he married Catharine, daughter of Charles Keller, one of the pioneers of Montgomery County. After his marriage Mr. Staley took charge of his father's place and
has since conducted it. He and his wife are members of the United Brethren Church,
of which he is Steward.
PETER STUCK, gardener, P. O. Dayton, was born in Dayton, Ohio, March 29,
1834. He is the son of John and Margaret (Sluser) Stuck. His father was born in
Pennsylvania in 1805, and his grandfather was a pioneer of Montgomery County. Our
subject was a day-laborer and butcher from the time he was eight years old. His education has been most meager on account of his youthfulness when he commenced life.
He was married in 1860 to Mary Bolander, daughter of John Bolander, by whom he
has had seven children, six now living. '
JOHN W. TURNER, retired, P. 0. Dayton. Books of history and reminiscences of a busy, well-spent life will be of far greater value to posterity than
glittering gold, and in writing of the gentleman whose name stands at the head of this
sketch, we can truly say that few of its citizens are more widely known throughout
Montgomery County, and few more deserving or possessing to a greater degree the
respect, confidence, and affections of its people. His parents, John and Margaret
Turner, natives of the Keystone State, came to Ohio in 1820, and settled at Liberty,
Jefferson Township, Montgomery County, and in 1824 his father was elected to a seat
in the State Legislature. In 1826, he removed to Union, Randolph Township, and in
the fall of 1820 the people again chose him to represent them iu the legislative halls of
Ohio. His wife died in 1828, a sincere member of the Presbyterian Church. She
ever maintained a high Christian character. The Rev. David Winters officiated at her
funeral. In 1831, John Turner, Sr, removed to Salem, and while there was appointed
one of the Associate Judges of the Court of Common Pleas for Montgomery County.
Judge Turner, as he was generally called, died in 1866, aged seventy-seven years and
seven months ; his life was full of honor aud usefulness, dying with a strong and
abiding faith in a happy future. The subject of this sketch was born in Mifflin County,
Penn, November 29, 1813, and was in his seventh year when his parents came to
Ohio, yet he and his brother, James, walked the greater part of the way from Pennsylvania to the Miami Valley. He was reared in the pioneer days when schools were
almost unknown in this region, and hard, constant toil a necessity ; thus he early acquired
those habits of industry and self-denial which are the stepping-stones to prosperity.
His memory now takes him back to the days of his boyhood, when he sat beside his
dear mother, watching her carding wool, or listening to the music of the old-fashioned
spinning-wheel as it went humming upon its busy errand. Such were the days and
scenes in which he grew to manhood, receiving, in"the meantime, a limited education,
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which rou<rii contact with-the world soon developed into practical worth. In telling of
how he began life's battle, we cannot do better than quote his language verbatim. He
says : " At the age of twenty-two, I started out in the world without a dollar but
determined to have a home. I t was my greatest desire to have good health, for I was
not afraid of hard work. Thus armed, I went forth, using care and economy, always
living within my means, keeping a cash account of my expenses when working by the
day or month, and being blessed by reasonable health, I have succeeded beyond my
expectations ; so that the longer I live the more I am convinced that economy and
invincible determination of purpose are the qualities that win success." In 1836, Mr.
Turner was married to Miss Eleanor Turner, who died happily rejoicing in Christ, June
27 1840, leaving two children, James H. and Samuel, both of whom are dead. • He
was again married, September 7, 1841, to Miss Elizabeth J. Randall, of West Milton,
Miami County, Ohio, who was born at Ellicott's Mills, Md., April 16, 1820, her
father coming to Miami County in 1829. Settling at West Milton, eight children have
blessed this union, six of whom are now living, viz. : Joseph, John Ü , William G ,
Charles 0 , Frank M. and Maggie, and it is the greatest desire of the parents to leave
them such a Christian examble as will be a lasting benefit for time and eternity. Mr.
Turner has followed various kinds of work through life ; he has worked by the day and
month, farmed, sold goods, bought and packed pork, operated a flour-mill several years
and manufactured highwines. In 1844, he was appointed Postmaster at Salem, Clayton
P. 0. In 1847-8-9, served as Township Treasurer; in 1850, he sold out his interest
in the firm of Turner & Bros, at Salem, and the following year purchased the mill
property of James Ensley's estate on Stillwater River ; moved from Salem to that place
the same year, rebuilt the mill and erected a new dam. In 1856, our subject was elected
a Commissioner of Montgomery County, in 1866, was elected County Treasurer, and
re-elected in 1868; he has served as one of the Trustees of the Children's Home for
eight years, an office whore all the time required is given gratuitously. As to his faithfulness as a public servant, he desires to leave it to a generous public _ to decide. _ And
now retired from active life, he has no aspirations for official positions, preferring to
pass the remainder of his davs in the peaceful enjoyment of his happy home and the
companionship of his faithful wife, who, for more than forty years, has cheered him
on life's pathway.
JOHN VANCE, retired farmer, P. 0. Dayton, was born in Jackson Township,
Montgomery Co, Ohio, April 15, 1832, and is the son of Manuel and Elizabeth (Sayler) Vance, natives of Ohio. His grandfather, Michael Vance, a native of Virginia,
was a pioneer of Ohio, and his maternal grandfather, John Sayler, also a native of the
Old Dominion, was a Revolutionary soldier, and one of the early settlers of Jackson
Township, Montgomery Co, Ohio. When the subject of this sketch was an infant his
father died, leaving two sons, Samuel and John. Three years after his father's death,
his mother married Joseph Heiney, a native of Pennsylvania, who had previously settled in this county, of which union eight children were born, five of whom are now
living. Mr.'Vance grew up on the home farm, attending a few months of country
school, and at the age of eighteen went to learn the carpenter's trade with William
McGrew, for whom he worked two and one-half years. He was married, October 23,
1853, to Mary A. Recher, daughter of Elias and Elizabeth (Anspaugh) Recher (he a
native of Montgomery County, Ohio, and she of Pennsylvania), and grand-daughter of
Peter and Elizabeth Recher, natives of Frederick County, M d , who were among the
first settlers of Montgomery County. Mrs. Vance was born in Harrison Township
November 16, 1835, and has had one son, Joseph E , who is now residing upon the
home farm of 167 acres, on the River road. After marriage, our subject farmed for
his father-in-law for a short time ; then moved upon a rented farm, which he worked
fifteen years ; then spent four years in the grocery business in Miami City, during which
time he purchased the farm on which he had formerly lived, and moved upon it. On
the breaking-out of the rebellion, Mr. Vance was a member of the National Guard, and
at once organized Company G ; was elected Second Lieutenant, and afterward Captain ;
was mustered into the One Hundred and Thirty-second Ohio National Guard, and served

438

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES :

100 Jays, doing duty in Baltimore, M d , under Colonel John Gr. Lowe, of Dayton.
Mr. Vanee is at present retired from active business, and, with his wife, is residing in a
handsome residence on South Broadway, Miami City. Both are members of the
Reformed Church, and are well-known and respected by all good citizens.
MOSES WAMPLER, farmer, P. 0. Dayton. The grandparents of this gentleman were Philip and Catharine (Royer) Wampler, who emigrated from Frederick
County, M d , in 1825, and settled on a tract of land in Section 5, formerly owned by
John Miller, and purchased of the Miller heirs at $14 per acre. His immediate parents
were David and Sarah (Shaup) Wampler, the former a native of Maryland, and the
latter of Greene County, Ohio, both of whom are now living and residents of Montgomery County. Our subject was born in Greene County, Ohio. November 10, 1855,
and was united in marriage to Mary E , daughter of Daniel and Margaret (Miller)
Stoner, February 19, 1880. She was born December 2, 1861. Her father, Daniel
Stoner, is a native of Carroll County, Md.
SAMUEL WAMPLER, farmer, P. O. Dayton. Among the prosperous and
prominent farmers of Montgomery County we find the subject of our sketch. He is
the son of Philip and Catharine (Royer) Wampler. His father was born in Maryland
in 1790, came to Ohio at an early day, and located in Harrison Township, Montgomery
County, where he has a fine farm on which our subject was born in 1836. He (Samuel)
remained at home assisting in the farm work until 1858, when he married Miss Agnes
Eby, of Preble County, and daughter of a family that came from Maryland about
1840. By this marriage six children were born, viz. : Vernon E , Jennie, Mary I . ,
Wilbur C, Susan and Mihon E , all living at home. Mr. Wampler is a Republican of
the old stamp, and a stanch adherent to party principles. He has been for twelve years
a School Director of District No. 1. He owns a fine large farm of 450 acres which
he cultivates with the best of success. He is spoken of in the highest terms by all
who know him and stands in the foremost rank of this county's prosperous farmers.

MAD RIVER T O W N S H I P .
D A V I D B. DAVIS, farmer, P. O. Harshmanville, was born on the 16th day of
June, 1831, in Indiana. Mr. Davis' father was of Welsh parentage. His mother was
born in this county, about the year 1810. Her parents were born in North Carolina,
and came to this county iu 1808. Mr. Davis' father and mother died when he was in
his sixth year, and he then went to live with an uncle, remaining until his fifteenth
year, when he went to John Flory, of Lambertine, to learn the blacksmith trade;
remained one and one-half years; thence to Cambridge City, Ind., where he completed
his trade ; Mr. Davis worked one year in Piqua, Ohio ; was married to Miss Mary
Noffsinger, removed with her to Cambridge City, Ind., living there one year; returned
to this county where he has since resided.
Mrs. Davis' father, Mr. Noffsinger, was
born in Pennsylvania and her mother in North Carolina. Mr. Noffsinger came to Ohio
about the year 1806, and settled in this county. Mrs. Davis was born on the 14th day
of March, 1832, in Jefferson Township, where her parents lived and died. Mr. Davis
was iu the late war, in the One Hundred and Thirty-first Ohio, under Col. Lowe, stationed at Baltimore. Mr. and Mrs. Davis have had ten children. The first died when
three days old ; Daniel A. died when three months old. Cassius, Oscar, Lizzie Jennie,
Howard, Harry, David and John are at home with their parents.
MRS. A N N I E (FRYBERGER) ECK M AN, farmer, P. O. Dayton, born in this
township the 7th of March, 1809, is the daughter of George and Catharine Frybergcr. When Mrs. Eck man was born, this county was an almost unbroken wilderness and when she was a child, her time was chiefly spent in helping the older
ones of the family to clear up the country and make them a home. Her early life was
intimately identified with the suffering and hardships of the early pioneer, when this
country was swarming with bear, deer and other wild animals. Mrs. Eckman was mar-
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ried, September 9, 1828, to Daniel Eekman, and moved to her present residence, where
she has since resided. She has five children, viz. : Valentine, Henry and Daniel (deceased), and Mary E. and Sarah A.—one married to William Gross, and living in Dayton, the other married to George F. Wentz, and living on the home farm.
FREDERICK E I C K M A N , machinist, Dayton. Mr. Frederick Eickman was
born in Prussia, Germany, on the 9th day of August, 1845. His father came to this
country in 1846. Two years later, his mother and grandmother came with the subject
of our sketch and joined the father in Dayton, Ohio. Two weeks after their arrival,
Mr. E.'s grandmother died of the cholera. Mr. E. remained with his parents until his
twenty-fourth year. In his nineteenth year, he began to learn the business of machinist, and has continued at that until now. Mr. E. was married on the 22d of December,
1870, to Miss Louise Fröhlich, of Dayton. She was born on the 30th day of January,
1850, in Cincinnati, Ohio. Her parents were born in the Kingdom of Hanover, and
came to this country in 1846. Mr. E. has lived in this county all the time, with the
exception of two years that he worked in Cambridge City, Ind. Mr. and Mrs. E.
have four children—Charles W., born on the 7th of November, 1872 ; Ida L., born
on the 15th of August, 1874; Elmer, born July 24, 1876 ; Frederick, born the 16th
of November, 1878. Mr. E. is now serving his second term as School Director, and
is living in his residence in Harries plat, where he has been nine years, having previously lived in the city of Dayton. When Mr. E. came to this country with his mother,
they were twenty-one weeks on shipboard, landing at New Orleans, thence by steamboat to Cincinnati, Ohio, thence by canal to Dayton, being the entire distance from
Bremen to Dayton bv water.
JESSE FOLKERTH, farmer, P. 0. Dayton, born September 28, 1853, son of
Ebenezer and Ann (Eversole) Folkerth. Ebenezer was born in Frederick County,
M d , March 7, 1811 ; came with his parents to Ohio, in 1817 ; located in Preble
County, near Big Twin Creek, where they resided until 1830, when they removed to
Van Buren Township, Montgomery County. At this early day, land in the heart of
the city could be bought for $5 per acre, but it was all swamp land at that time ;
when Ebenezer's father located in Van Buren Township he bought land at $8 per acre.
At this time game was plenty, deer, wild turkey, squirrel and small game could be shot
from one's door. Here Ebenezer showed his skill as a marksman. The land was
swampy, and Ebenezer would stall with but a barrel of flour with a six-horse team. In
the year 1833, he married Ann Eversole, who was born in Virginia, Jefferson County,
near Shepardsville, in the year 1813, May 5. Ebenezer and wife commenced farming
in Van Buren Township, which occupation he followed to his death. By his marriage
with Ann Eversole there were four children born—Christopher C, born September 8,
1834; Abraham, born July 29,1836; John H , November 19, 1840; Jesse, September 28, 1853. Mrs. Ann Folkerth died November 26, 1853. On the 20th of April,
1854, Ebenezer was again married to Margrette S. Zingling ; one son was born to
them—Frank Jordan, January 1, 1857. Margrette S. Zingling was born in Frederick
County, M d , January 27, 1827. Ebenezer united with the German Baptist
Chureh about 1870, and lived a faithful Christian until his death, which occurred
January 5, 1879. He was a, kind neighbor, a faithful friend and a bounteous giver to
all in need. His widow and three sons survive him.
VALENTINE FRYBARGER, deceased. Mr.. Valentine Frybarger was the
son of George Frybarger, a native of Germany.
Valentine was born on what
is now known as the Frybarger estate and owned by his heirs. He married Elizabeth
Hosier, April 14, 1831, Parson Winters ofilciating. Mr. Frybarger was identified
very closely with the early history of this county, being a citizen for many years during
the early struggles of the pioneers to make this county habitable and beautiful. Mr!
Frybarger and wife were members of the Reformed Church for many years. He died
July 22, 1873, and his wife August 24, 1874.
' '
ROSANA HOFFMAN, retired, P. O. Dayton, was born in Bedford County,
Penn, on the 5th day of March, 1810, and is the daughter of James and Susanna
Ensley. Mr. Ensley was born in Pennsylvania and Mrs. Ensley in Virginia. They came
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to this county in 1818, and settled at Little York, in this county, where Mr. Ensley
died. Mrs. Ensley is now living at the advanced age of ninety-two years. Mrs. Hoffman remained with her parents until her marriage with Peter Hoffman, which took
place on the 18th day of May, 1830. Mr. Hoffman was the son of Phillip and Anna
M. Hoffman, and was born on the 16th day of October, 1802. Mrs. Hoffman accompanied her husband to his farm in the Hoffman settlement the next day after the
wedding, where they lived until 1850, when he sold his farm aud bought another in
this township, near Payton ; our subject also bought 30 acres of land in her own right
one-half mile from the city limits, on which her husband and herself settled and cleared
off the timber, and built the commodious brick residence she now occupies. Mrs.
Hoffman is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh, as was her husband. He
died in November, 1868, and was buried at Concord Church where he was a classleader for fifteen years. Mrs. Hoffman has had seven children, only one of whom survive—Mary Jane, married to John Brown, and living on the home farm. Mrs, Hoffman is one of the very few who are living that were identified with the early struggles
of the county in its pioneer days.
JOSEPH R. HUSTEN, farmer, P. O. Dayton. Mrs. Elizabeth Husten, one of
the oldest of the native citizens of this township, was born on the 17th day of November, 1808, aud has resided in this township all her life, and is the daughter of Jonathan and Susanna (Rench) Harshman. Her father and mother were born in Maryland,
her father on the 21st of December, 1781, and her mother on the 11th day of November, 1786. Mrs. Husten lived with her parents until her seventeenth year. She was
married to Israel Husten on the 20th day of June, 1826. Israel Husten was born Sept.
24, 1805. His father was a native of Pennsylvania, and his grandfather of Ireland.
Shortly after Mrs. Husten's marriage she removed to their present home, called " Hustonia," where she has resided for the last fifty four years. Mr. Israel Husten died on
the 11th day of August, 1846. They had twelve children,as follows: Susan C,born
May 10, 1827; Mary E , December 16, 1828; David B., April 15, 1830; Jonathan
H , February 5, 1832, deceased; Israel, J r , born October 8, 1833, deceased; Sarah,
May 28, 1835, deceased; Jane E , January 4, 1837; Harriet F , January 7, 1839;
Emily H , January 1, 1841; Joseph R , January 1, 1843; Martha C, March 12,
1845, deceased ; and Abigail, August 20, 1846, deceased. Mr. Joseph R. Husten, now
managing the large estate of his mother, was married on January 25,1866, to Miss Callie Dickey, daughter of William Dickey, whose biography appears in this work. She
died on the 11th day of November, 1870. Mr. Husten had three children by this marriage, viz.: Harries D , born November 17, 1866; Joseph E , October 4, 1868, deceased ; William D , November 28, 1869. Mr. Husten was married the second time
on June 21, 1877, to Miss Fannie L. Turpén, daughter of James Turpén, of Dayton,
Ohio.
D A V I D C. KEMP, farmer, P. O. Dayton, was born in this township on the 18th
day of September, 1837, and has made it his home all his life. In his twenty-first year
his father moved to Dayton, leaving him in charge of the home place. Mr. Kemp was
married on the 30th day of September, 1864, to Miss Gabriella Johnston, of Dayton,
Ohio. In 1869, Mr. Kemp built the handsome brick residence which he calls " Spring
Hill," from the many springs in the hill, requiring twenty-two drains to carry the water
to the main drain. When Kirby Smith threatened to invade the State, Mr. Kemp
promptly joined the Squirrel Hunters, and may justly be proud of his discharge from
that organization. He has five children, viz.: Johnson, Ulysses Grant, David Franklin, Bertha and Norval Duane. Mr. Kemp has ninety-four and a half acres of land in
this township, and is one of our most enterprising citizens.
JACOB KEEFER, farmer, P. O. Harshmanville, born in Franklin County,
Penn, October 22, 1830; is a son of David and Catharine (Beard) Keefer; is a shoemaker by trade ; came to Ohio October 19,1847; is farming there; his grandfather
on father's side was a private in the war of 1812; his father was born in 1800;
and his mother in 1809 ; they had three children. Subject had poor school advantages ;
when his parents came to Ohio they leased a place in Mad River Township, 42 acres ;

MAD RIVER TOWNSHIP.

441

subject remained with his parents until twenty-seven years of age ; then married Ellen J.
Coffman, daughter of John and Catherine Coffman, of Van Buren Township, old settlers of Montgomery County, both dead ; he located on his present place of 175
acres, which he leases of George Harshman ; subject has three children living, all at
home—James M , William H . , Eliza A.; is School Director of District No. 4, Harshmanville. The son James is Township Clerk, helps father on the farm, and was only
twenty-two years of age when elected to the office of Township Clerk.
MARY K I N G , P. 0. Dayton, was born in France on the 12th of November, 1823.
Her parents were Joseph and Mary Schmerber, also natives of France ; when she
was three years old, the family moved to Baden, in Germany. She was married to Joseph King—a native of France, also—on the 10th of September, 1833, he having removed to Baden in his twelfth year. After living in Baden nine years, they traveled
in Switzerland two years, and then returned to Baden. I n 1848, Mr. King engaged in
the Revolution, serving under Franz Sigel. To escape arrest, Mr. King smuggled himself and family out of Germany, and came to the United States, landing at Baltimore.
They traveled by easy stages, stopping in various places across the continent to San
Francisco, remaining six months; then returned by the overland route to Chicago;
thence to Cumberland, Md., where Mr. King enlisted in the Second Maryland
Volunteers ; served in that three years ; thence to Chicago again, remaining one and
one-half years; thence to her present place in 1869, where Mrs. King has since resided.
Mr. King died in March, 1879 ; Mrs. King has had ten children, of whom the following
are now living : Matilda, married to Henry Scberber, living in Cincinnati, Ohio ; Stephanie, married to George Brown, of Dayton ; Gotfried, living in this township ; Theresa, married to Jacob Sobreoht, of Chicago; John, married and living in this township ; Mary, Eliza and Joseph, at home with Mrs. King.
JOHN W. KNEISLY, farmer, P. 0. Dayton, son of John and Susan (Whitmore) Kneisly, was born in Cumberland County, Penn., on the 16th day of June, 1826.
Mr. Kneisly worked for his father, alternating between the farm, mill and distillery,
until he was thirty years of age. Was married in the year 1856 to Harriet L. Kemp,
daughter of David Kemp, Sr., of this, Mad River Township. Mr. and Mrs. Kneisly
have four children, viz., Carry, Harry, Ida and Clarence. Mr. Kneisly lives in his
beautiful brick residence on the Smithville Pike that leads into the Dayton & Xenia
pike, where he owns sixty-four and one-half acres of land under a fine state of cultivation.
RACHEL LEE was born near Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 1st day of December,
1801. Her parents were Stephen and Mehitable Dye. When she was three weeks
old, her father removed to Miami County, settling two and one-half miles south of Troy,
the county seat, and made one of the first permanent settlements in that neighborhood,
building a large stronghouse, to which the neighbors all flocked for protection when
there was danger from hostile Indians. Mr. Dye converted this building into a tavern,
and Mrs. Lee helped to cook for the soldiers passing and repassing during the war of
1812. She was married on the 29th day of March, 1821, to John W. Lee, of Virginia, a cousin to Robert E. Lee, the famous leader of the Confederate forces in the
late war. Mrs. Lee resided during her married life in and around Troy, Ohio, and
since her children are married she has resided with them. Mrs. Lee has had thirteen
children, and has buried seven of them and her husband ; is in her eighty-first year,
and hale and hearty.
NICHOLAS "OHMER, horticulturist, P. 0. Dayton, is the eldest son of Francis and Margaret Ohmer, who were born in France, and emigrated to this country in
1832, coming as emigrants in a sailing vessel, landing in New York in that year, bringing with them three sons and two daughters. After remaining a short time in New
York, they moved westward, via the New York & Erie Canal, to Buffalo, thence by
steamer to Sandusky, Ohio, thence by wagon to Cincinnati, Ohio. Francis Ohmer,
Sr., being a tailor by trade, and finding no employment, went to Trenton, Butler County,
Ohio, where a member of his own nationality had settled ; he remaining there until
1837, working at his trade. The subject of this sketch, evidently not being adapted
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for the business of his father, was sent to Hamilton, Ohio, and engaged to learn the
confectionery business for one and one-half years. This convinced Mr. Ohmer, Sr.,
that there were other ways of gaining a livelihood besides the needle and yard-stick,
and he accordingly removed to Dayton, Ohio, with his family, in March, 1837, and
located on Second street, between Jefferson and Main, where he opened a confectionery
and restaurant. The family of Francis Ohmer consisted of himself, wife and seven
children, as follows : Nicholas, born April 17, 1823 ; Michael, Mary, Margaret and
Peter, born in France, and Augustus and George, born in Trenton, Ohio, all living except Mary, who died about five years past as the wife of James Sage, and Rosella,
born in Dayton and now married to Jacob Kemper, of Philadelphia, Penn. Mr.
Ohmer worked with his father in the confectionery during the summer and in the winter in Richard's cotton factory, then at the head of the basin, and afterward in the
Cooper cotton factory. In the year 1838, Francis Ohmer opened a branch confectionery in a one-story frame building, corner Main and Third streets, where the Phillips
House now stands, and placed Nicholas in charge. He remained two years, after
which the establishment was transferred one door south in a new building, erected by
A. M. Clark, where he remained three years, during this time Mr, Ohmer was working
for his father, who now opened a branch in the building then and now owned by J.
Manning Smith (the only four-story building then in the city). Mr. Ohmer became a
partner with his father, and to enable him to do so borrowed $100 of Valentine Winters.
This partnership continued until the fall of the same year, when his father retired from
the business, leaving our subject in full charge and ownership. This stimulated him
to extra exertion to succeed, and he was, during the thirteen years he was in the business, the first in importance in the city in bis line. When the Cincinnati, Hamilton
& Dayton depot building was put up Mr. Ohmer was awarded the eating department,
and it has remained in his hands and that of his son, F. B. Ohmer, up to the present
time, and is now managed by them. Since that time Mr. Ohmer has became associated
with his brother George in this branch of his business under the name of N. & 0.
Ohmer. They had the eating house at Columbus for thirteen years, and are now the
proprietors of the hotel and lunch rooms at Xenia, Ohio, at Indianapolis, I n d , at Terre
Haute, Ind., at Lafayette, Ind., and at the Relay Depot, East St. Louis, all of which are
justly popular. We now come to the most important epoch in the history of our subject. Mr. Ohmer inherited from his mother and her father, who were horticulturists,
a passionate fondness for growing fruits and flowers. To that end he purchased from
different persons 104 acres of land, upon which he built the residence he now occupies,
near the S. 0. Insane Asylum and adjoining the city of Dayton, where he laid out and
planted the entire tract in fruit, and the place is pronounced by practical men to be the
finest fruit farm in the State. Mr. Ohmer gives his attention largely to the cultivation
of fruit for the wholesale trade, and while he is not a nurseryman he sends small fruit
plants to every State in the Union and also the Canadas. Mr. Ohmer was married in
June, 1847, to Miss Susanna Sprat, of Greene County, Ohio. This union was blessed
with twelve children, eleven of whom are now living—Francis B , Edward J., Laura
M , Emma A , Mamie M , Charles T , Anna M , Harry S, Maggie U , Albert G.
(deceased), Lillian R. and Louis A. Ohmer. Mr. and Mrs. Ohmer visited the East
during the centennial year, and during that year Mrs. Ohmer died of paralysis in
Washington City, which was her birthplace. Mr. Ohmer contracted his second marriage in December, 1880, with Miss Jennie E. Hassler, of Mercersburg, Penn. Mr.
Ohmer's life has been a very busy one, and is still actively engaged at all times. He
is a member of St. Joseph's Catholic Church, and a member of the Church Committee ;
is President of St. Joseph's Public School Association, Vice President of Calvary
Cemetery Association ; a Director of the Merchant's National Bank of Dayton ; President of the Montgomery County Horticultural Society ; President of the Montgomery
County Farmer's Club and Vice President of the Ohio State Horticultural Society.
DAVID C. RENCH, farmer, P. 0. Dayton, was born on the 12th day of December, 1828, in Dayton, Ohio, and is the son of John and Mary (Croft) Rench. His
father was born in Pennsylvania, and his mother in Maryland, and they came to this

MAD RIVER TOWNSHIP.

443

county in the year 1810. Mr. Rench remained with his parents until his twenty-first
year. He was on a stock-farm in Madison County three years ; was teller in the branch
of the State Bank, at Eaton, Ohio, for eighteen months ; was teller for Harshman &
Winters, Dayton, for four years; bought grain two years for Harshman & Bro.; was
elected County Treasurer of Montgomery County in 1860; was re-elected in 1862;
served six months and resigned. This is said to be the only instance on record of an
important county office being vacated by resignation in Montgomery County. He was
then appointed cashier of the banking house of Harshman & Co, Dayton, Ohio; was
elected cashier of the Second National Bank, Dayton, Ohio, serving five years;'then
returned to Harshman & Co.'s private banking house, remaining five or six years when
he was compelled to resign on account of ill health, and has since been engaged in the
cultivation of his farm. Mr. Reneh was married on October 5, 1854, to Miss Mary C.
Williams, who is the daughter of Lockhard and Charity Williams. They were born,
the father in Ohio and the mother in New Jersey. Mrs. Rench was born on the 7th
day of August, 1828, in the city of Dayton, and lived there until her marriage. They
have five children, John Charles, living in Chattanooga, Tennessee; James W , living
in Toledo, Ohio; David L , living in Atlanta, Georgia; Edwin, at home, and Katie attending the High School in Dayton, Ohio.
MRS. CAROLINE SCHAEFFER, retired, P. 0. Dayton, was born in this
township on the 3d day of September, 1824, at Harshmanville, the daughter of John
and Mary (Croft) Rench. Her parents moved to Dayton when she was an infant, and
where she lived until she was married to Thomas Schaeffer, on the 25th of July. 1844,
Parson David Winters officiating. Mr. and Mrs. Schaeffer remained in Dayton after
their marriage for fourteen years, where he was engaged in the dry goods business. At
the beginning of the late war, Mr. Schaeffer sold out his business and engaged with the
Fiftieth Ohio Volunteers as Sutler, remaining nearly to the end of the regiment's term
of service; then engaged with Chambers, Stevens & Co, of Cincinnati, Ohio, in the
wholesale dry goods business ; leaving that, opened a broker's office in Dayton, Ohio, in
which he remained until his death, which sad event occurred on the 14th day of June,
1873. Mrs. Schaeffer and family moved to her present residence, called " Floral Hill,"'
in 1859, where she has since resided. Mr. and Mrs. Schaeffer had nine children, viz •
Charles R , born May 7, 1815, died at three years of age ; Mary J , born 13th of December, 1846, married to W. H. Shearer; Emily H , born on the 14th day of September, 1848, married to E. J. Ohmer and living in Fargo, Dakota Territory; William T
born June 6, 1850, living in Nelsonville ; Ida B , born 21st January, 1852, married
to L. J. Thomas, living in Indianapolis, Ind.; Fannie C, born February 11 1856
married to W. H . Hoskott, living in Dayton ; Lühe B , September 6, 1858, married
to trank T. Ellis, of Springfield; Minnie E , December 20, 1861, died August 12,
1872. Mrs. Schaeffer lives in a very beautiful residence adjoining the city of Dayton'
and near the Southern Ohio Asylum for the Insane, and is justly proud of "Floral
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' carpenter, Dayton, was born in the State of Maryland
the 16th day of August, 1812, and came to Ohio with his parents, Ebenezer and Anna
bteel, in 1814. Mr. Steel lived near what is called " Trebein's Mills," in Greene
County, Ohio, at a time when there were only a few log cabins between there and
Uayton. Mr. Steel was personally acquainted with the first officers who ever held
court in Greene County, Ohio, and often saw the little log cabin in which sat the court
and the pole corn-cribs in which sat the jury. When he was thirtv-two years old hé
removed to Dayton, living there fourteen years, thence to the terrñinus of Huffman
avenue for four years, when he removed to the place where he now resides He was
married on the 5th of October, 1837, to Miss Barbara Kemp, Parson Winters officiating. Miss Kemp was born on the 23d of September, 1814, and was the daughter of
Joseph and Elizabeth Kemp, early pioneers of this township. She is now living almost
on the spot where she was born. When Mrs. Steel was a girl, the only means of travel
was on horseback, and she says the girls of that day were generally good riders They
have had no children of their own, but have raised three, viz.: James Duke Elizabeth
1
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Valentine and Garry Woodward. Mr. and Mrs. Steel were brought up in the German
Reformed Chureh, and were taken into the chureh by Parson David Winters. Por
many years the meetings were held in schoolhouses, barns and private houses. Mr.
Steel was one of the founders of the old log church known as the "Beaver Church,"
whose first pastor was the Rev. Thomas Winters, and heard young David Winters
(now called Parson Winters) preach his first sermon before the floor was all laid. The
women wore sunbonnets and the men went in their shirt-sleeves.
MRS. E. M. STONER, retired, Dayton, was born in Wayne Township, Montgomery Co, Ohio, on the 30th day of November, 1842. Her parents were Samuel
and Mary Strausburg. Mr. Strausburg was born in Maryland, and Mrs. Strausburg
in Ohio. Mrs. Stoner's grandfather, ou her father's side, was born in Germany, and
on coming to this country first settled in the State of Maryland. Her grandfather, on
her mother's side, was born iu Maryland, and his father before him in Brandenburg,
in Germany. Mrs. Stoner lived with her parents until her marriage with Mr. John S.
Stoner, which occurred on the 29th day of August, 1861. Mr. Stoner was born in
Wayne Township on the 3d day of December, 1833. His father was born in Maryland, and his mother in Pennsylvania. Mr. and Mrs. Stoner, after their marriage, lived
on their farm, in Wayne Township, until 1866, when they sold it and bought the
present place where Mrs. Stoner lives, consisting of fifty-seven acres of land. Mrs.
Stoner has two children, both living with her—Gates E , born June 6, 1862 ; Warren
V , October 11, 1866. Mrs. Stoner's place is situated on the North Miami pike, running back to the Brant pike, two and a half miles from Dayton.
ISAAC WEINREICH, butcher and cattle-dealer, Dayton, was born June 7,
1840, in Bavaria, Germany. His parents were David and Matilda (Katz) Weinreich,
both born in Bavaria. Mr. W.'s father was born of poor parents, and was only five
years old when his father died. Mr. W , Sr.'s mother followed knitting to support her
children, often working by moonlight to economize. Mr. W.'s grandfather, on his
father's side, died at the advanced age of 101 years. His great grandfather died at
103 years of age. Mr. W.'s father commenced his business life as a butcher in Bavaria in 1830. Mr. Weinreich is one of twelve children, six boys and six girls. The
eldest, a girl, came to this country in 1853. Mr. Weinreich followed with another sister in 1857, arrived at Castle Garden without money enough for both to come farther;
he left his sister in New York and came to Cincinnati, Ohio, where the first who came
resided, sought work at his trade of butcher without success, even though he should
work for nothing ; was then advised to get goods and peddle ; tried it and failed ; then
went to work at his trade in Carthage, Ohio, but as there was not enough work to do,
cut wood all winter at $5 per mouth, then went to Cincinnati and served an apprenticeship at the confectionery business at $2 per week. At the end of nineteen weeks, sent
$2U to Europe, keeping the balance for clothing. A t the end of one year went back to
Cincinnati at his old trade of butcher; hired to a man at Cheviot, Ohio, eight months
for$100 ; then sent money to Europe to bring his next oldest brother to Dayton ; then
got $18 per month, working in Dayton and Cincinnati, Ohio, until 1861, when his
wages were reduced to $12 per month again until August, 1862 ; then went to Memphis in a leather and finding store at $25 per month for two months, and then $50 per
month until April, 1863 ; then back to Dayton, and entered the firm of Henry Strickler & Co. for nine months. Mr. W. was married to Miss Ernestine Kauffmann. She
was the daughter of Hersh Kauffmann, of Ceennern by Leipzig, in Saxony. She came
to this country iu September, 1857, and worked at her trade, seamstress, until her
marriage in Cincinnati, Ohio. Mr. W. severed his connection with H . Strickler & Co,
and engaged with Charles Jacobs, moving to his present place and remaining until
April, 1864, not being successful. Mr. W. then engaged in business with his brother
at Harbine's Station, Greene County, in 1865. Mr. W. sent money to Europe for
another sister. After four years at Harbine's, his health suffering, he returned to Dayton to his old stock yard and commenced dealing in live stock; continued this until
1875. Those yards not being sufficient, Mr. W. was one of the first movers and incorporators of the new stock yards, located in West Dayton. Mr. W. at this time joined
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the firm of N . & C. Jacobs & Co., of Dayton—previous to this time, preferring to live
in the country, he purchased the place where he now resides. Then there were
no buildings except the house and stable and a shed slaughterhouse. Mr. W. has
added a two-story slaughter-house, three ice-houses and a number of outbuildings,
together with stock yard and scales, where he is now carrying on a regular line of
butcher business in all departments unequaled by any in the city, either private or
incorporated. The firm is now N . Jacobs & Co., Charles Jacobs having retired from
the firm. In 1867, Mr. W. sent money to Europe for another brother, Mr. Jacob
Weinreich, now engaged in the hide business and a member of the City Council. In
April, 1870, his father and mother arrived in this country, bringing the rest of the
family with them and located in Dayton, aud, in 1876, they for the first time in their
lives saw all their children together, and it was the only time, for one week later the
only one of the family deceased died in Denver, Colo. All the residue of the family,
father, mother and eleven children, are now living in Dayton, and all in good circumstances.
J. CLINTON WILSON, farmer, P. 0. Dayton, was born on the 13th day of
May, 1826, on the corner of Fifth and Main streets, Dayton. His parents were
Samuel and Jane (Newcom) Wilson. His father was born in Pennsylvania, and his
mother was the first female child born in Dayton, Ohio, and was the daughter of Col.
George Newcom, so well known to the first settlers. Our subject was with Brown &
Wilson in the dry goods business until 1855, when he was married to Miss Elizabeth
Young, of Dayton, Ohio. Mr. W. moved to Van Buren Township, in this county,
remaining one year ; thence to Dayton, for one year ; thence to Van Buren Township
again, for three years, and then to his present home, where he has since resided, and
where Mrs. Wilson died on the 12th of April, 1872. They had ten children, viz.:
Hugh M , Nathaniel, Malinda, Elwood C. and Jane E., living at homeland five children deceased.
W I L L I A M ZEIGLEB, brickmaker, P. 0. Dayton, born in Germany, January 11,
1830, and is a son of William and Wilhelmina Zeigler, the latter of whom is dead.
He remained with his parents until his eighteenth year, receiving a good common
school education. In 1847, he came to America, landing at New York on the 8th of
January, 1848. He came directly to Dayton and began work on the farm of John
Kennedy with whom he remained six months, spending the next six months making
shingles at Vandalia, Ohio. The following ten months he worked for James Sunderland, and then returned to Dayton and was engaged as hostler for P. P. Lowe for fourteen months. Prom that time until the latter part of 1867, he worked at brickmaking
for different parties, and in 1868 started a brickyard in Miami City, where he manufactured brick three years. For the next three years, he worked on Harries' Plat on the
hydraulic and then came to his present location, where he owns eight and a half acres
of good brick land. In 1853, he was married to Frederica Klus, who was a native
of Germany, whose parents are both dead. They have six children, and the family
belong to the Lutheran Church. Mr. Zeigler has served as Trustee and School Director
in his township; was Second Lieutenant of Company K, Ohio National Guard, and
is a member of the I . O. O. F. and Order of Red Men.
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THOMAS BRADFORD, farmer, P. 0. Dayton, was born in Washington
Township, Montgomery County, January 27, 1819. His father, Robert Bradford, was
a native of Ireland, born August 22, 1788. He was raised on a small farm and learned
weaving. In 1812, he emigrated to America, starting in March and landing in
Philadelphia in April. His mother, four brothers and his sister started to this county
in June of the same year, his father having died in Ireland. Of the children who
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accompanied their mother, James died soon after landing at Philadelphia. . William
aud David learned the trade of carder and fuller and followed their trade at Cincinnati.
The former died near Terra Haute, I n d , and the latter at Xenia, Ohio. Thomas
was a laborer in a foundry in Philadelphia, where he died. Margaret was a teacher ;
taught at Cincinnati forty years, thirty-eight years in one school. Her husband, Edward
Wing, was also a teacher. Robert was the oldest of the family. He settled at Cincinnati and for three years worked in a flouring mill. In 1817, he settled on a farm in
Washington Township, Montgomery Couuty, on which he lived for over sixty years.
His marriage with Elizabeth Myers was solemnized in April of 1817. Ten children
were the issue, viz.: Nancy, Thomas, Eliza Jane, Martha, Mary, Margaret, Sarah,
Ann Maria, John M itch el and James. The first born died in infancy, the rest are all
living and, with one exception, are residents of Ohio. John M. is a physician in
Kansas. Mrs. Elizabeth Bradford was a native of Virginia, born in 1797 and died in
1844. Mr. Bradford survived till December 11, 1877. The subject of this sketch
was reared a farmer, and for the last twenty-nine years has resided in Van Buren
Township, where he owns ninety-five acres of land, which is well improved and under
good cultivation. He married Abigail Jane Cavender, August 10, 1854. She was
born in Greene County October 10,1838. The fruits of this union are five children—
Lizzie, Dellsena, Mary M , Abby Luetta and Thomas Chalmers. Mr. Bradford and
wife are members of the United Presbyterian Church. Lizzie is identified with the
German Reformed Church.
W I L L I A M BRADFORD, JR., farmer, P. O. Dayton, is a grandson of one of
the first settlers of Van Buren Township, John Bradford, a native of Pennsylvania,
where he grew to manhood. He married Mary Gillespie July 15, 1782. Twelve children were the fruits of this union, viz.: Robert, George G , John, Jean Ellenor, James
G, William, Samuel D , Mary, Margaret, David D , Martha Ellen and Allen. He eame
to Ohio in 18*00, and spent one year near Cincinnati. He then entered 160 acres of
land south of Dayton, and in 1801 moved his family to their forest home. The forests
then abounded in wild animals, which gradually receded as settlers came in. As the
years went by, one after another was added to their number, until the cabins were dotted
here and there all through the forest. By dint of hard labor, the mighty oak was laid
low, the fields spread abroad, and the rich grain could be seen ripening, to the great satisfaction of these old pioneers. George G. Bradford, the father of our subject, was
born in Red Stone, Penn., April 29", T787T He was"reared a farmer. On the 29th of
March, 1821, was united in marriage with Margaret BlcAnless, a daughter of James
McAnless, born January 11, 1796. To them nine children were born, viz.: James J ,
Mary A., John, Jane A , William, George G , Margaret, Martha D. and Joseph A.
Mr. George G. Bradford, Sr, died June 1, 1840. She survived till September 17,
1872. William, the subject hereof, was born in Van Buren Township, Juue 12,1830.
His occupation is farming. I n 1858, he and his brother John purchased 100 aeres of
land adjoining the home farm. He finally sold his interest and bought eighty acres of
timber land in 1868. This he has cleared up, and has erected good substantial buildings. His marriage with Louisa Jane Hopkins was celebrated July 11, 1878. She is
a uative of Bellbrook, Greene Co. June 'lO, 1847, is the date of her birth. Her
parents, Samuel H. and Mary Ann Hopkins, were natives of Warren County, Ohio, he
horn October 5, 1806, and she August 1, 1814. Their marriage contract was solemnized May 28, 1829. Fourteen children were born to them, viz.: Mary C, James H ,
Sarah M , William A , Josephine R , Lydia A , John F , Francis Bí, Isabel A , Louisa
Jane, Samuel T , Alfretta and Albert (twins), and Clara V. The twins, Lydia A. and
James H. are deceased. The latter met his death by the accidental discharge of a
gun.
Mr. William Bradford and wife are members of the United Presbyterian Church.
He has served the same as Deacon for five years.
JOHN BREIDENOUER, dairyman, P. O. Dayton, was born in Auglaize County, Ohio, March 1, 1841. His parents, John and Elizabeth (Fishback) Breidenouer,
were natives of Germany, where they married and had one child born. They emigrated to America in about 1836, and settled in the above-named county, where they still
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reside. Farming is his occupation. Five children have been bora to them in this country. The names of all are as follows : Elizabeth, Christina, Maria, John, Margaret
(deceased) and Jacob. I n 1858, John came to Dayton, and for four years was engaged
with Harris & Flutenbarger in the dairy business ; he then spent four years at the Asylum, one year as farm laborer and three years as nurse. Again he engaged in the dairy
business, and for the last fourteen years, has conducted it for himself. By close attention to the business, habits of economy, and the aid of his good wife, he has advanced
step by step, until he owns seventy-two acres of land in Van Buren Township. He
served four months in the civil war, a member of the Forty-fourth Regiment, Company
H , Ohio National Guards. His marriage with Caroline Stultz was celebrated October
I , 1867. She is a daughter of Isaac Stultz, of Mad River Township, born January 13,
1848. John and Caroline Breidenouer are the parents of four children—Emma E ,
William E., John H . and Pearly May.
THOMAS BRIDGMAN, farmer, P. 0. Dayton. Among the early settlers of
Van Buren Township we are pleased to give space to the gentleman whose name appears above. He was born in Jefferson County, V a , April 15,1803—a son of Francis
Brigdman, also a native of Virginia. Francis was of English and French extraction, and
married Mary Scott, a lady of Irish descent; thirteen children were born to them, ten
of whom grew to maturity, viz, William, Uriah, Thomas, Mary, Joseph, Nancy, John,
Francis, Catharine and Elizabeth. William was a very early settler in Champaign
County, and died January 1. 1881. Uriah was drowned in the Potomac River. Nancy is a widow residing in Washington, D. C. John died in Missouri. Francis is a
farmer in Logan County, and the rest are supposed to be dead. A t the age of twentyfour, Thomas came to Ohio through the persuasion of his uncle, John Bridgman, who had been residing here about two years. He located in what is now Van
Buren Township, and for a year or two worked by the month for Asa John, on
the farm and in the distillery. On the 25th of May, 1829, he married Sarah, daughter of Asa John. She was born July 8, 1814, and died March 26, 1836, the mother
of two children—Benjamin F. and Asa J. Mr. Bridgman consummated his second
marriage July 4, 1838, with Esther John, a sister of his first wife. She was horn
June 12, 1820. Nine children are the fruits of this union—Sarah, Mary Jane, W. H .
Harrison, John T , Perry B , Albert, Laura Ann, Francis Marion and Charles Grant.
Since coming to this county, Mr. Bridgman has resided most of the time on the farm
where he lives at present. His farm of 151 acres, is a good one, well improved and
under good cultivation. For a number of years, he and his father-in-law ran a steam
saw mill, which was erected on the farm of Mr. John in 1833. In 1860, they rebuilt
on the Beavertown and Indian Riffle pike. Since the death of Asa John, his interest in
the mill is owned by his son, John John. Mr. and Mrs. Bridgman and two children
are members of the United Brethren Church.
JONAH J. BULL, farmer, P. 0. Dayton, was born in Greene County, Ohio, February 28, 1812, a son of Thomas, and Isabella Bull. His father was of English descent, born in 1763, on Bull's Run, in Virginia. The stream probably derived its/
name from the family,' as they were very early settlers there. Jameson was his moth-(.
er's maiden name. She was of Irish parentage, born in Lancaster County, Penn,- in
1784. They emigrated to Ohio in 1800, and settled in Greene County where they
resided several years, when they moved to Shelby County, Ohio, and there spent the remainder of their days. He died when about fifty years of age, the father of two sons—
Jefferson and Jonah J. His widow afterward married Daniel Valentine, by whom
she had five children, viz., Anna, Mary, Rebecca, Esther and Isabella. Mrs. Isabella
Valentine survived her second husband some eight ór ten years, and died at the age of
seventy-two. The subject of this sketch was raised to farm life. From the time he
was eight years old, the time when his mother married her second husband, he lived
with his grandmother, and, with her aid, managed her affairs till twenty-four years of
age. He worked at whatever he could get to do by the day or by the month, when wages
were 6 i cents per day and $3 per month. On coming to this county, he paid his tax
with 95 cents, and had 40 cents remaining. He now owns a fine farm in Van Buren
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Township, Montgomery County, besides the lot near the Asylum, where he resides—
all the fruits of his own industry, aided by his good wife. Mr. Bull has served his
township as Trustee for about twelve years. His marriage was consummated November 17, 1835, with Miss Eliza Jane Braden. She was born in Turtle Creek Township, Warren county, January 8, 1816. To them six 'children were born; two died
in infancy, and one, Alpha J., at the age of twenty-one. The living are Isabella J ,
Galveston T. and William H. Mrs. Bull and daughter are members of the United
Presbyterian Church.
S. A. BUTTERFIELD, retired farmer, P. 0. Dayton, is a representative of a
very ancient noble family of Scotland, who for about 300 years were the owners of a
castle. At the time of the contest of Great Britain with Scotland, when the latter was
brought into subjection to the former, an old gentleman and his five sous were banished
to the Colonies. They landed at Boston, Mass, and from them the Butterfields of this
country originated. One of these sons was the father of Benjamin Butterfield, the
father of John Butterfield, of Massachusetts, the father of Jeremiah Butterfield. He
was born in Massachusetts, March 4, 1776. Although he was subject to the King for
the space of four months, he frequently remarked that he saw no difference between
living in a republic and a kingdom. He came to the Northwest Territory in 1787,
traveled through what is now Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, and on to the Spanish country,
where he learned there were great inducements offered by the Spanish Government to
persons who would found colonies. He decided not to attempt to found a colony, but
accepted a section of land by paying $40, the charges of surveying, recording deed, etc.
This was in Missouri, about thirty-five miles above the mouth of the Missouri River.
On account of the unhealthy climate and his dislike of the government, after spending
about three years, he started on his return trip to New York, across Missouri and Illinois, to Vincennes, Ind., thence to the mouth of Salt River, and wintered at Boonesboro, K y , where he engaged in chopping wood and clearing land. I n the spring,
he renewed his journey on foot and reached his destination in August. In 1799, he
married Mary Campbell, a native of Massachusetts, born in 1781. He took a second
trip to the Northwest in the spring of 1800, accompanied by a brother and brother-inlaw, who returned in the fall. He was engaged in surveying, and assisted in establishing the Ludlow line. In the meantime, he made choice of a tract of land on the west
of the Great Miami, ten miles below Hamilton. He returned to New York, and in
1802 brought his wife to their new home in the forest. Their first house was erected
within the present limits of Hamilton County. They owned something over a section
of land, which they cleared and improved, afterward building in Butler County, making
one of the best farms in Ross Township, Butler County, where the residue of life was
spent. Few men have endured the hardships that he did and accomplished as much,
having traveled thousands of miles on foot and on horseback, wading or swimming
streams, and endangered on all sides by wild beasts and Indians. After settling here
he dealt largely in hogs, and made frequent trips to New Orleans by means of flatboats.
On arriving at New Orleaus, they sometimes found the market glutted, in which case
they would take shipping for Havana, Cuba. On one of these trips the ship was
wrecked ; but he opened the pens and his hogs swam to the shore, where some were
stolen. He also made his way to the shore safe, and afterward returned to his family.
His children were eight in number, and were named as follows : Sarah, Sherebiah A ,
John, Jeremiah, Nathaniel, Elijah, Mary and Elizabeth. Sarah died at the age of
twenty-one, and Nathaniel at the age of forty-four. The rest are ail diving, but reside
in different parts of the United States. Jeremiah Butterfield, Sr, departed this life in
1853, his wife having preceded him about seven years. Sherebiah, the eldest son, was
born in Hamilton County, Ohio, June 2, 1804. He was raised a farmer, and was
acquainted with the hardships of frontier life. He used to accompany his father on his
trips South with stock ; was on another vessel at the eventful time before mentioned.
His marriage was celebrated in 1828. His wife, Mary, was born in Kentucky February
10, 1806, and came to Ohio in about 1822. Five children were born to them—Sarah,
born March 29, 1829; Supplya, September 12, 1832; Jennie, February 5, 1834;
(
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Elizabeth, April 11, 1837, and Anna, January —, 1841. Sarah is now the widow of
William Willey, and resides in this township. Supplya was killed by a French
rough in June of 1857. He had been practicing medicine in Texas, but left on
account of trouble in government affairs. He was on his way to Monterey, and was
known to have money or notes about his person. Jennie is now Mrs. William Smith,
farmer, of Cynthiana, Ky. Elizabeth is the wife of George G. Bradford, married April
29, 1861. Mr. Bradford is a representative of a very old family of Van Buren Township, and resides on the old homestead, where he was born April 29, 1833. Elizabeth
Bradford is a graduate of College Hill. Anna graduated at the Cincinnati Medical
College, and is now Mrs. John Campbell, of Indianapolis, a very prominent lady of the
State. She is President of the Woman's Bights Association of Indiana, and made
quite a number of Greenback speeches during the campaign of 1880. Mrs. Mary Butterfield depar.ed this life December 20, 1872. He is still living, and makes his home
with his daughter Elizabeth. He has in his possession a gun that an uncle carried
through the Revolution, and that his father carried on his tour through the Northwest.
I t now has its third stock, and is highly prized by its owner.
ADAM COBLENTZ, retired farmer, P. 0. Dayton. Among the old residents of
Van Buren Township, Montgomery County, we are pleased to mention the gentleman
whose name heads this sketch. His father, Adam Coblentz, was born in Frederick
Co, Md, May 19,1762 ; grew to manhood and learned the shoemaker's trade in his native
State, where, in the latter part of 1787, or the early part of 1788, he married Elizabeth
Coleman. She was a native of the same place, born July 12, 1769. They were of German
descent, and in 1807, came to Ohio and entered a fractional section (190 acres) of land in
what, is now Van Buren Township, Montgomery County, and purchased ninety acres
besides, on which was a small improvement. The remainder they reduced to a state of
cultivation, and made it their home. He departed this life January 28, 1838. His
wife survived till May 5, 1862. Both were exemplary members of the German Reformed Church. Their children were nine in number, and were named as follows:
Peter, Elizabeth, Jacob, Mary M , Daniel, John and Joseph, horn in Maryland ; Mary
Ann and Adam, born iu this State. Peter served in the war of 1812, under Hull ;
was present at the time of the surrender at Detroit. Jacob went out in 1813 with
Capt. Brier, but soon returned. Adam, the youngest of thè family, was born September 26, 1812. He was reared a farmer, and still lives on his farm of 158 acres. He
has a sacred relic in the shape of a German Bible, printed in 1776, for which his father
subscribed. Mr. Coblentz was united in marriage, January 25, 1876, with Anna Mary
Bridenbaugh. She was born in Dayton July 26, 1852. One child, Ann Rebecca,
has been the issue of this marriage. They are members of the Reformed Church
C.W. CREAGER, retired farmer, P. O. Dayton, Box810, was born in Frederick
County, M d , November 24, 1812, a son of Casper and Barbara (Smith) Creager. They
were of German descent, and natives of the above-named State. In 1813, they, with
three children, eame to Ohio and settled in Warren County, near Franklin. His death occurred in May of 1846, aged eighty-five years, as nearly as can be ascertained. His wife
survived just one year, and died at the age of sixty-eight. He died at 6 A. M. and she
at 6 P. M. They were reared in the Evangelical Lutheran Church, and remained in
fellowship with the same, and had their children instructed in the doctrines of that
church. Adam, Solomon and Christian William, were the children born in Maryland,
and Ezra, David, John, Sophia, Daniel and Mary, born in Warren County, Ohio. C.
W. was reared a farmer; worked for his father till twenty-one years of age, when he
began life for himself; worked by the month and cropped for about six years. On the
2oth of March, 1830, he married Susan Dolan. She was of Irish parentage, born
April 14, 1822. They lived on rented land at different places till 1845, wlien they
purchased a farm in the western part of Montgomery County, where he remained twelve
years, and then purchased 151 acres in Van Buren Township, of the same county,
where they now reside and are comfortably situated for life. They are the parents of
eleven children—William Henry, John P , Mary A , Ezra, Susan, Jacob, Eliza Jane,
infant daughter deceased, Daniel, George and Emma Florence. The two youngest
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sons and the oldest are deceased. William H. was a member of the Catholic Church,
with which his mother is also identified. Mr. Creager is a member of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church.
WASHINGTON DERN, farmer, P. 0. Dayton, was born in Frederick County,
Md., December 1, 1811, a son of Frederick and Elizabeth Dern. They were both natives of Maryland, and were the parents of eight children. Washington, the fourth
child and only one to leave his native State, learned the miller's trade. After following
his trade a few years in the East, and thinking there were better opportunities in the
West for young men to start in life, he decided to emigrate. He came to Ohio in
1837, and for several years lived in different parts of the State. After coming to
Montgomery County, for two years he was engaged in Pease's mill, Dayton. He then
rented the Umbaugh Mill, four miles north, and operated it for about seven years. In
1858 or 1859, he purchased a farm of ninety acres in Van Buren Township, quit milling, located on his farm and has since been engaged in agricultural pursuits. His marriage was celebrated with Mary Ann Pentzer November 16, 1841. She was born in
Maryland July 8, 1816, and came to Ohio in 1837, with her parents, Valentine and
Mary Pentzer, who settled in this county. Washington and Mary Ann Dern are the
parents of five children—Mary E , Frederic V., Washington P. (deceased), William
H. and George E. On the 24th of March, 1879, Frederic V. was united in marriage
with Miss Crinda Whipp. Mr. Dern and family are members of the German Reformed
Church.
W I L L I A M EWRY, wagon-maker. Beavertown. His father, Basil Ewry, was a
son of John and Elizabeth Ewry, born November 20, 1812. He was reared a farmer,
with fair advantages for obtaining an education. By application and a tenacity of purpose, his intellectual attainments were above mediocrity. On the 8th of November,
1838, he married Magdalene Swigard, by whom he had two children—William and
David. Mrs. Ewry departed this life March 18, 1843. The second marriage of Mr.
Ewry was with Miss Elizabeth Swigard. The result of this union was ten children,
viz. : Henry H , John G., Benjamin F , Albert R , Oliver P , Isaac W , Charles 0 ,
two infants and Mary E. Mr. Ewry started in life under adverse circumstances, but
became well off. In 1845, he purchased a farm east of Beavertown, on which the residue of his life was spent. He was a Republican in politics, and a member of the German Reformed Church, having served the same about twenty years as Elder and Deacon.
He met his death by a vicious horse; the animal kicked him three times, from
the effects of which he died four days later, April 5, 1864. His widow is still living
and resides in Beavertown. William, the oldest child, was born July 31, 1839. He
assisted in the labors on his father's farm till eighteen years of age, when he commenced
to learn the trade of wagon-maker, with Franklin Bridgman. This has been his occupation ever since, for the last twenty years acting as proprietor ; five years in the West.
He was united in marriage with Amelia Harper, November 9, 1866. She was a native
of Van Wert County, Ohio, born in 1843. Dora Maude is the only child. On the
12th of September, 1880, death entered this happy little family and claimed the mother
for his prey. She was a consistent member of the United Brethren Church, with which
her husband is also identified.
JOSEPH B. JOHNS, retired surveyor, P. 0. Dayton, was born in Montgomery
County, Ohio, Feb. 26,1813. His parents, Benjamin and Rhoda Johns, were natives of
Pennsylvania, the former of Welsh and the latter of English extraction. They came
to Ohio in 1811, landing at Cincinnati in April. They then set out on horseback for
Dayton, and soon after entered land in^ the vicinity of where Trotwood now is. Here
he died in June of 1814, fronjexjiosure in the war of 1812,, in which he served. He
was born May 19, 1786. Hi7"wifewlisTjo^^
1786, and died in 1835. Their
children were Mary Ann and Joseph B. Mary Ann was born in Fayette County
Penn., December 20, 1810. She became the wife of Leonard Miller. He was also a
native of Pennsylvania, born May 6, 1804, and died January 9, 1867, their five children having gone before. The subject of this sketch received a good education, and at
the age of nineteen began teaching, which he followed eighteen years. He has been
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identified with the principal offices of the township, serving as Assessor, Clerk, Trustee,
and was Justice of the Peace nine years, was City Engineer for the city of Dayton
twelve years and was County Surveyor for fiften years.
He now resides with his
widowed sister, on a farm in Van Buren Township.
JOHN A. KOHL, farmer, P. 0. Dayton, is a son of Jacob and Catharine ( Miller) Kohl. They were natives of Hesse, Germany, he bora February 2, 1795, and she
October 15, 1813. In about 1834, they emigrated to America and spent the first two
years in Miamisburg, Montgomery County, Ohio, after which they lived in Dayton two
years, and then moved to the country south of the city. In 1846, they purchased a
farm of thirty-three acres and engaged in farming. They were industrious, economical
people, and afterward added twenty acres to their farm. Two children were born to
them—John Augustus and Harriet. The latter died at the age of sixteen. Mr. Jacob
Kohl was confirmed iu the German Reformed Church ; but, on coming to this country,
there being no German services in his church, and his wife being a member of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church, he connected himself with it, and remained in communion with the same till death. He departed this life January 2, 1880. His widow
is still living, and resides with her son. He was born in Miamisburg April 12, 1836,
and is now an enterprising farmer of Van Buren Township. Besides the home farm,
he owns fifty-eight acres, which is under good cultivation and well improved. On the
29th of January, 1860, he was united in marriage with Catharine Ridenour, the only
daughter of Jacob and Rebecca Ridenour. They were natives of Maryland, came to
Ohio nearly fifty years ago, and were parents of eight children. Catharine was born
August 23. 1842. To this union four children have been given—Frances M , Anna
R., Jacob H. and an infant son. Mrs. Kohl and daughter are members of the German
Reformed Church.
W I L L I A M KRAMER, proprietor of vineyard and flower garden, P. 0. Dayton.
The gentleman named above was born in Stuttgart, Wurtemberg, Germany, June 25,
1826, and as soon as large enough commenced learning wine-making, the prevailing
business in that land, noted for its extensive vineyards and excellent wines. In 1848,
he emigrated to America and landed in New York in December of that year, having
been forty-four days on the voyage over. He did not tarry long in the East, but eame
directly to the Miami Valley, and in Mad River Township, this county, started a vineyard, which he successfully operated for a period of three years, after which he located
in Van Buren Township near the Insane Asylum. Here he continued for four years,
or until 1855, when he bought sixty acres of his present place, which was then in à
perfectly wild state, never even having known the sound of the woodman's ax. He has
since then put the whole of it under cultivation, and from time to time added more,
until now he has ninety-five acres, all under a high state of cultivation, and methodically laid out in orchards, vineyards and flower-gardens. He has deep, cool cellars in
which huge casks of 1,600 gallons capacity are placed for the reception of the wine I
annually pressed from his luscious grapes. He has transformed his large dooryard into
a magnificent wine garden, where he dispenses good cheer to the thirsty people who
hourly visit him from the city. Each year witnesses some improvement in his beautiful
grounds. There are cool wine-houses, delightful summer-houses where the youth can
enjoy their tete a-tete undisturbed and deeply-shaded walks between beds filled with the
finest blooming plants. In addition to these, he has recently erected a bowling-alley for
those that desire more vigorous amusement. On the 3d of March, 1849, Mr. Kramer
was united in marriage to Caroline Agryshe, who was born in Germany in 1823, and
came to this country in 1845. By her he has had three children, now living—William
(of the firm of Cook & Kramer, carriage-makers, Dayton), Frederica (now Mrs. Christian Lechner), and Adolph (a mechanic in the city of Dayton). The old folks stay at
the vineyard and devote the whole of their attention to their many visitors, whose vehicles constantly crowd the beautiful avenue leading to the gardens. In addition to the
immense home consumption supplied by Mr. Kramer, he ships to all points of the
country, and the increasing demand for his productions indicate the inadequacy of his
facilities for supplying the future wants of his customers. No wine is allowed to leave
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his cellars under four years of age, and none of it is drawn from the well, but consists
of pure grape juice alone. Mr. Kramer is a live, enterprising citizen, one of the
founders of the County Horticultural Society, and an interested actor in any enterprise
for the advancement of agriculture in his county. His worth is acknowledged and
appreciated by all who know him.
PETER MARSHALL, former, P. 0. Dayton, was born at Kercyth, Sterlingshire, Scotland, November 14, 1825 ; was raised t» agricultural pursuits. In 1849, he emigrated to America, leaving his parents, two brothers and four sisters. One brother and
one sister having died prior to that time. His mother, Mary Marshall, died in 18(11,
and his father, Peter Marshall, followed eight years later. Six of the children still survive—William, Mary, Agnes and Jane reside in Scotland ; Peter and John in Montgomery County, Ohio. The first four years of Mr. Marshall's stay in this country
were spent in different States; engaged about half that time in mining coal. In 1858,
he came to Montgomery County, Ohio, and for about three years worked by thé month
at farming. On the 9th of March, 1856, he married, and one year later moved to Missouri, ramaining five years, when he returned to Montgomery County, and for the last
seventeen years has resided on the farm where his wife Catharine Ann Johnston was
born, December 23, 1833. Peter and Catharine Ann Marshall are the parents of eleven
children—Mary Jane, John Alexander (deceased), Oliver, Washington Grant, Elvira,
Emmeline, Jennetta, Elizabeth, William P , Rosa and Charles Edward. Alexander and
Catharine Ann Johnston, the parents of Mrs. Marshall, were both natives of Frederick
County, Md. ; he born October of 1789, and came to Ohio in 1809. She was born
November 8, 1793, and came to this State in 1808 with her mother, who settled on
the farm which she now owns. Their marriage was consummated in the spring of
1810; twelve children were the issue ; seven of whom grew to maturity, viz. : James
Riley, Ezra T , Benjamin B , Joseph A , Elvira, Catharine Ann and Sarah M. ; James
R., Catharine A. and their mother are the survivors of the family. Alexander Johnston departed this life in 1855.
EDWARD NEWCOM, farmer, Dayton. This gentleman comes of Irish ancestry, his father, Edward, having been born in the '• Seagirt Isle" in 1769. He made
three trips across the Atlantic, and desiring to live in a land where the hated English
flag of oppression could no longer be flaunted in tyranny, he finally concluded to seek
an asylum in this land of freemen and settled in Montgomery County, Ohio. He was
here married about 1810 to Elizabeth Grimes, a native of Rockbridge County, Va,
who came to this county with her family in 1805, and soon after marriage Mr. Newcom purchased 160 acres of land in Van Buren Township from a Mr. Huston, who
had previously entered it, and here they toiled, clearing up the farm and making a
home for their increasiug family. They reared ten children, viz. : George, William,
Edward, Charles D , Matthew, Mary Ann, Samuel G , Bobert, Franklin and Eliza
Jane, all except one lived to have a family, and five are still living. Edward
Newcom, Sr, was a brother of Col. George Newcom, the first Sheriff of Montgomery
County, Ohio, but he never aspired to office, choosing rather to live quietly on his farm
free from the cares of public life. He died January 14, 1839, and his wife August 17,
1842. The subject of this sketch was born on the homestead in Van Buren Township,
April 25, 1814 ; grew up on the farm, following the duties thereof until his eighteenth
year, when he began work in a distillery, which he continued seven years, and during
this period never tasted whisky. Upon the death of his father, he returned to the old
home for the purpose of taking charge of the farm and family, his elder brothers having
began in life for themselves, and he kept the children together until all grew to maturity ;
finally purchasing the interest of the balance he became sole owner of the old home.
He was married June 22, 1846, to Miss Cynthia Irvin, daughter of Moses I . Irvin,
who was born August 28, 1821, and who has borne him seven children—George G.
(deceased), Irene D , Caroline, Lucy Bell, Rachel, Luella (deceased), Edward, Franklin aud Marietta. Mr. Newcom is the owner of nearly 500 acres of fine land ; is a goahead, energetic farmer, and is recognized as a man of enterprise and public spirit, who
has been the architect of his own good fortune. He is a man of quiet habits and retir-
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ing disposition, who attends closely to his own business, leaving others to follow his example. In his home he has ever been kind and hospitable to friend or stranger alike,
and his family have in him a prudent, kind and provident protector, who has always
watched over them with loving care. In his business intercourse with his neighbors,
his actions have been characterized by strict integrity and upright dealing, demonstrating that success was reached through the channels of industry, honesty and justice.
[NOTE.]—Since the above was written, Mr. Newcom died, his death occurring
suddenly, March 23, 1882.
FLEMING RICE, farmer, P. 0. Dayton. His father, James Rice, was a native of
Maryland, born October 5, 1786, and raised a farmer. He was united in marriage June
21,1821, with Rebecca Drill. She was born in the above-named State March 5, 1797.
They came to Ohio in 1826, and settled in Ross County, where they remained five or six
years and then moved to Montgomery County, north of Dayton, lu about 1838, they
moved to Van Buren Township and rented one of the Compton farms on the Cincinnati pike. Here his decease occurred, September 25, 1842, his wife having preceded
him about five years. They had both been reared in the Episcopal Church, and
remained faithful to the same till death. Six children were bora to them. Fleming,
James Andrew, Louisa Ann, John W , George K . and Milton. They are all living,
but are considerably scattered. Fleming, the eldest was born in Maryland September
26, 1822. He assisted his father in the labors of the farm until the time of his death ;
when he took charge of affairs, kept the children together and provided for them. He
remained on the farm about nineteen years. In the fall of 1858, he purchased a farm
of 228 acres of land adjoining the one on which he lived. He located on his farm in
1861, and in 1872 sold sixty-eight acres for the Catholic Cemetery, leaving him 160
acres of excellent land which is in a high state of cultivation and well improved. He
also owns a farm of 122 acres in Harrison Township, and is extensively engaged in
the cultivation of tobacco, having grown, on the two farms, from twenty to twentyseven acres annually. He has been Trustee of the township for the last four years.
His first marriage was celebrated February 24, 1843, with Catherine Fenstemacher,
a native of Pennsylvania, born in 1824, and died in January, 1864, having been a
consistent member of the German Reformed Church. She was the mother of four
children—Hester Jane (now Mrs. Daniel Peters), John W , Mary (the wife of Jacob
Sheets), and Franklin. On the 13th day of November, 1866. Mr. Rice consummated his second marriage with Mary E. Miller.
She was born in Pennsylvania
April 2, 1834, and when young came to Ohio with her parents, John and Elizabeth Miller, who settled in Montgomery County. They now reside in Darke County.
Fleming and Mary E. Rice are the parents of three children—Ann Estella, Charles
D. and Olive Leora.
A L E X A N D E R C. SAYRE, blacksmith, P. 0. Dayton, was born at Cleavetown,
Hamilton County, Ohio, June 4, 1845, a son of Oliver and Mary (Morgan) Sayre.
Our subject was left an orphan at the age i f seven. His father died in 1852
and his mother the following year. They were of English descent, but very little
of. their history can be obtained except, that their ancestors came over in the
Mayflower. After the death of his parents, Alexander C. lived with Judge Wade,
of Butler County, and received such an education as could be obtained in the commou
school. In May of 1864, he enlisted in Company K, of One Hundred and Sixtyseventh Regiment Ohio National Guard, served his time, and then enlisted in Company C of One Hundred and Ninety-fourth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry.
He served till the close of the war, received an honorable discharge and returned
to Butler County. In the spring of 1866, he began tho blacksmith trade at Venice,
in the above-named county, and has since followed that business.
He located
in Dayton in 1872, and for seven months worked as journeyman at his trade.
He then became proprietor of a shop. In June of 1879, he was made Superintendent of the Oakwood Street Rail Road, which position he still holds, and discharges
his duties with credit to -himself and satisfaction to parties interested. On the
7th of October, 1867, he was united in marriage with Addie Folick, a native of

454

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES:

Butler County, born November 20, 1850. Four children are the fruits of this union
—Harvey, Harry, Eva and Mattie.
W I L L I A M H. SNYDER, miller, P. 0. Dayton, is a sou of Peter Snyder, who
was born in Maryland June 25, 1805, and came to Ohio in about 1826. He was a
distiller by trade, and for several years ran a copper still for John Compton, south of
Dayton. In 1831, he built a flouring-mill on the canal at Lock No. 1, and sometime after he erected a distillery, a short distance east of the mill, where he lived. He
quit distilling in 1850, but having added a saw-mill to his grist-mill, he continued to
operate them, and also established a flour and feed store in Dayton, on Fifth street, between Jefferson and St. Clair. For a number of years, he was an officer of the township, serving as Trustee and Justice of the Peace. His marriage was celebrated October 13, 1831, with Elizabeth Schnepp (sometimes spelled Snapp). She is a native of
this county, born May 16, 1812. Nine children were the fruits of this union—Israel,
Abraham, Mary, Isaac, Jacob, John P., Maggie J , Peter and William H. Peter
Snyder, Sr., departed this life July 3, 1870. He and his family were members of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church ; he was a Deacon of the same at the time of his death.
His widow and seveu of the children are still living. Abraham was wounded at the
battle of Buzzard's Roost, from the effects of which he died. The subject of this sketch
was born March 23, 1852. His early life was spent in the mill and on the farm. After
the death of his father, he spent a few years in Dayton, where, for the greater part of
the time, he was engaged in a feed and flour store with his brother Peter, whose interest he alterward purchased. In 1877, he took his brother Jacob in as an equal partner in the store, left him in charge and returned home to superintend the mill and farm
for his mother. They have a hominy mill attached to their flouring-mill, and are doing
an extensive business with both. While in Dayton, in the spring of 1875, he was
elected Constable and served about fourteen months. He is still single, and resides
with his mother on the old farm.
SAMUEL SWADENER, farmer, P. O. Dayton, was born in Montgomery
County, Ohio, October 23, 1822, a son of Henry and Ellen Swadener, who emigrated
from Maryland and settled in Montgomery County at an early date. They were the
parents of nine children—Mary Jane, Daniel, Samuel, Sarah, Elizabeth, Clarinda, Lavina,
Charlotte and Henry. The parents, with the oldest and youngest daughters, are deceased.
Sahiuel, the subject of this sketch, was reared to farm life, and has always been engaged
in agricultural pursuits. He owns 100 acres of land in Van Buren Township, Montgomery County, which is well improved and under good cultivation. He was united in
marriage, February 11, 1817, with Caroline Routsong, a native of this county, born
January 16, 1826. Seven children are the fruits of this union—Michael J., Francis
O , Julia A. (deceased), William H , Ida Belle, Maggie and Samuel C. The two
oldest are married and reside in Miami Township. Mr. Swadener and family, except
two children, are members of the Reformed Church.
JOHN WOODMAN, farmer, P. 0. Dayton, was born in " Browntown," Dayton,
February 15, 1826, aud is a son of Samuel and Mary (Miller) Woodman, he a native
of Frederick County, M d , and she of Schuylkill County, Penn, who came to this
county at an early day. Being raised to river life, Samuel followed boating on the
Miami River, and teaming. In 1823, he married Mary Miller, and began farming on
Col. Patterson's farm, in what is now " Browntown." In 1827, he moved on what
is now knowu as the " Woodman Farm," which contained 225 acres, also owned 177 in
Jefferson Township, one-half interest in 118 acres in Wayne Township, aud considerable property in Dayton. Samuel's parents died when he was quite young, and therefore
his education was very limited, but yet he was a very successful and useful citizen, and
held many minor official positions. He was the father of the following children : William, John, Nancy, Margaretta A , Thomas (deceased), Lucy A , Mary A. (deceased),
Samuel. Caroline C, Mahala (deceased) and one died in infancy. Samuel died in 1860.
The subject of this sketch received a common school education, and lived with his
parents until thirty-five years old, renting land a portion of the time from his father.
In 1860, he was married to Catherine Eversole, who has had two children—Lincoln
(deceased i. and Ceorge W. Mr. Woodman owns a nice farm, upon which he resides,
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a part of which is the old homestead. Mrs. Woodman is a member of the German
Baptist Church, and the family is one of the most intelligent and enterprising in Van
Buren Township.
DANIEL Y I K E , carpenter, P. 0. Dayton, was boru in Schuylkill County, Penn.,
December 22, 1822. His parents, Daniel and Catharine Yike, were also natives of
the above-named State In about 1834, they, with a family of four children, emigrated
to Ohio and settled in Fairfield County, where he followed farming and blacksmithing,
and where four more children were born to them. The names of their children are as
follows: Daniel, Rebecca, John, Catharine, Henry, Elizabeth, Abraham and Mary.
Daniel Yike, Sr, departed this life in 1879, at the age of eighty-two years. His widow
is still living, and resides in Fairfield County. The boyhood days of our subject were
spent on his father's farm. He started in life for himself at the age of, eighteen ; came
to Montgomery County and worked at farming several years. He then learned the
carpenter trade, which he has since followed. He owns fourteen acres of land in Van
Buren Township, which he cultivates. His marriage was celebrated in Fairfield
County, Ohio, February 22, 1852, with Elizabeth Parrish. Three children,are the
fruits of this union—Rachel, Romanea and Joseph. The oldest and youngest are married. Mrs. Yike and the daughters are members of the German Reformed Church.
MISCELLANEOUS.
JACOB ROHRER, farmer and capitalist, P. 0 Tippecanoe City, Miami County.
Our subject is honored by having resided a number of years in Montgomery county, and
feels the importance of being remembered in her history, as many of the name will hereafter
wish to know of their ancestry. Although a resident of Miami County, Mr. Rohrer
has a love for the old home that a lapse of years fails to diminish, and we cheerfully
accord him a place, to which he is entitled, among those of his relatives who are represented in this work. He was born in Lancaster County, Penn, in 1815, and his father,
Christian, and also his father, Christian, were born on the same farm. This land was
deeded by one of William Penn's agents to a member of the earlier Rohrer families,
and has been in their possession for more than one and a half centuries, their ownership
ending in November, 1878, when the death of the last surviving brother occurred, at
the age of eighty-six. The father of Jacob, Christian Rohrer, was wedded to Maria
Farrar ; they reared a family of nine children. The parents lived to a ripe old age.
Jacob came to Ohio in May, 1835, and located near Dayton, where he remained seven
years. June 23, 1837, he purchased a farm, near Tippecanoe City, of Joseph Jones,
who had entered the land. December 25, 1838, he married Elizabeth Kendig, of Lancaster County, Penn. One son and two daughters have been the issue of this union.
They removed to their Miami County farm March 1, 1842, and he has ever since been one
of the most enterprising men of that county. Besides dealing largely in stock, he has
helped forward the manufacturing interests of his town more largely, perhaps, than any
one man in the neighborhood, not only by his liberal expenditures of capital, but also
lending his personal assistance. As a financier, he has been remarkably successful,
and is a man renowned every where for his honor and correct dealing with men. Outside of landed estate, he owns a controlling interest in the " Wheel Works " of Tippecanoe; has an interest iu the Grape Sugar Co. of the same place ; also of the '' Troy
Wagon and Wheel Works," and the " Spiker Wagon Works" at Piqua. Formerly an
Old-Line Whig, he became identified with the Republican party at its organization, and
has ardently supported it since. In 1858, he was elected County Commissioner, and
subsequently re-elected, serving six years. He has also filled his third term as Laud
Appraiser of Monroe Township ; was a Director in the Troy Bank for fifteen years, and
for four or five years was its Vice President. He is a Director in the Firemen's Insurance Co. of Dayton, Ohio, and a Trustee of the " Knoop's Children's Home," of Elizabeth Township, Miami County. All these responsible positions have been filled with
credit to himself and satisfaction to the public. He has settled more estates than any
other man in Miami County, and has ever shown himself honest and efficient in every
business transaction.

